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PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 
Of the SECOND SESSION of the 


HOUSE of Lo RDS 


OF THE 


Þ E Parliament of Great- Britain. 


- HE ſeſfion was EI by kis Majeſty, « on Thurſday the 
26th of October, 1775, with a ſpeech from the throne ; 
which ſpeech having been already printed, in the debates and 
proceedings of the Houſe of Commons of this ſeſſion, it is 
unneceſſary to repeat it. 

Before the motion was made for an addrels Lord Camden 
roſe, and preſented the following petition : 


Zo the Right Honourable the Cu Spiritual and Te emporal in 
Parliament aſſembled. | 
The bundle Petition of the Lord Ws, Aldermen, and 3 
the city of London, in Common Council aſſembled, 


8 eweth, 
That this court having Jin into its moſt ſerious 


conſideration the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation of our fellow ſub- 


jeQts in America, are exceedingly alarmed for the conſequen- 


ces of thoſe coercive meaſures, which are purſuing againſt 
them ; meaſures that muſt, notwithſtanding the great uncer- 
tainty of their ſucceſs, eventually be productive of new and 
more burthenſome taxes, the increaſe of an enormous national 


debt; and finally, we fear, the loſs of the moſt valuable 


branch of our commerce, on which the exiſtence of an infi- 
Vor. IV. q B | SIS 


F 3 — — 


diſpenſible duty, thus early in the ſeſſion, in the moſt reſpectful 
manner, to apply to this right honourable Houſe, that it will 


Lord Chan- 
. 


Lerd Viſc. 
Teronſpend. 


made; that France, however rigorous, bigoted or deſpo- 
tic ſhe might be in other reſpeQs, made no difference between 
proteſtants and catholics; that the Hollanders acted in the 


tion of our deſigns reſpecting America; it being a ſtrong pre- 


PARLIAME NT. A R V. A. 1775. 


nite number of induſtrious manufacturers and mechanics en- 
tirely depends. Th - — ® 

That his Majeſty having been graciouſty pleaſed, in an- 
ſwer to a late humble and dutiful addreſs and petition to the 
throne, praying a ceſſation of hoſtilities with America, for 
the purpoſe of obtaini ng time, and thereby giving an opportu- 
nity for a happy and laſting reconciliation, with his Majeſty's 
American colonies, to declare, that he ſhould abide by the 
ſenſe of his Parliament, this court conceive it to be their in- 


be pleaſed to adopt ſuch meaſures for the healing of the preſent 
enhappy difputes between the mother country and the colo- 
nies, as mav be ſpeedy, permanent, and honourable. 
The petition Was read, and ordered to lie upon the table. 
The Lord Chancellor condemned the conduct of the noble 
Lord who preſented the petition; ſaid it had always been a 
rule in that Houſe, not to enter upon any 1 till the 
fpeech from the throne had been taken into confideration ; it 
was a compliment uniformly paid and expected; but fince 
the noble and learned Lord had departed from that rule, he 
mould beg leave to prefent a petition from his Majefty's colo- 
ny of Nova Scotia. His Lordſhip then preſented the petition, 
in his place. Another copy of the ſame petition having been preſented 
10 the Roufe of Conmmons by the Speaker, it is printed in the ac- 
count of the proceedings of that Houſe, page 46 of this feffion.] 
It was read, and ordered to lie upon the table. ; 
Lord Viſcount Townfhend moved, That an humble addref 
be preſented: to his Majeſty, to expreſs, &. His Lordſhip 
faid, it was extremely proper, in the preſent exigency of at- 
fairs, to take foreigders into our pay, and Irifh papiſts into 
our ſervice. He faid papiſts might be as good foldiers as any 
other; that it was only in this country any diſtinction was 


ſame manner; that ſo men were good foldiers, it was very 
little matter what their creeds were. He touched flightly on 
the diſpoſition of the ſeveral powers of Europe; particularly 
that of the houſe of Bourbon, and the United Provinces: 
the laſt, to ſhew we had no obſtruction to fear in the execu- 


ſumptive proof that we had very little to fear from the other 
powers of Europe, when even a ſtate that almoſt 1 
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trade and the univerſality of its commerce, had renounced alt 
proſpe& of advantage or emolument by trading with our 


colonies, having in the moſt ſolemn manner prohibited fuch 


an intercourſe in' the fulleſt operative and ſpecific terms. 
Lord Viſcount Dudley ſeconded the motion. Having aſ- 


every part of the Britiſh dominions, his Lordſhip contended, 
that the preſent rebellion in America, was fomented and 


ſupported by a deſperate faction in this country; that. 


none but men of the worſt diſpoſitions, and moft pernicious 
defigns, would encourage the claims of America; and that 
as they had been wrong almoſt in every thing elſe, he was 
glad to find they had been miſtaken in their predictions rela- 
tive to the diſtreſſes which the diſpute with America would 
bring upon this nation. He had the pleaſure of ac- 
quainting their Lordſhips, that he lived in the midſt of a ma- 
nufacturing country, in the neighbourhood of Birmingham, 


Wolverhampton, &c. and he could affirm, from the beſt and 


moſt authentic information he had been able to collect upon 
the ſpot, that none of the direful effects, ſo often echoed 
thro' that Houſe, and which it had been ſaid would flow from 


the meaſures purſued by adminiſtration and ſupported by 


Parliament, &c. had been yet, nor were likely to be felt. 


Lord Viſ- 


ſerted the ſovereign authority of the Britiſh legiſlature over Fs: Das 


The Marquis of Rackingham, after enumerating the con- Marquis of 
duct of the ſeveral adminiſtrations for ſome years paſt reſpect- X:ckmghame 


ing America, condemned the ſpeech, which he called the ſpeech 


of the miniſter, in very pointed terms; and contended that 


the meafures recommended from the throne were big with the 
moſt portentous and ruinous conſequences. His Lordſhip 
moved an amendment. ¶ The ſame that was moved by Lord John 
Cavendiſh in the Houſe of Commons ; ſee page 7, Commons debates 
of this ſeſſion. | 


Ihe Earl of Coventry aſſerted the authority of the ſupreme Earl of 
legiſlature over the colonies, but condemned, in expreſs Covencry» . 
terms, the madneſs and abſurdity of expecting to reduce them 


by mere meaſures of coercion, ſo as to anſwer any one ſober 
ar. rational purpoſe of ſovereignty, commerce or finance, 
He told the noble Lords 1n office, that they had no alterna- 
tive left, but either to relinquifh all connection with the co- 
lonies, or to adopt conciliatory meaſures ; the idea of con- 
quering them. was wild and extravagant, he ſaid, even in 
the event of victory; becauſe, if they ſhould be vanquiſhed, 
they would' be worth nothing to the mother country ; and 
would beſides call for ſuch a ſtanding military force to keep 

| — I | them 


1 
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them in ſubjection, as we could never be able to ſupport. 
In ſhort, the whole of his argument went to this; the ha- 
zard of failing in the attempt to reduce them; the little value 
they would be of when conquered ; and above all, the inability 
of Great Britain to retain, for any conſiderable time, ſuch 
a ſpecies of dominion ; put in the oppoſite ſcale againſt the 
innumerable advantages we muſt immediately forego in ſuch 
a conteſt, and the very ſolid ſubſtantial benefits we muſt con- 
tinue to reap from a ſtate of tranquility, reciprocal good tem- 

r, and mutual confidence. | 

The Earl of Rochford ſaid, he had every reaſon, as well from 
repeatcd aſſurances as from the real diſpoſition of the courts 
of Madrid and Verſailles, to be perfectly ſatisfied, that there 
was nothing to be dreaded from that quarter; there being 
at preſent a perfect good correſpondence ſubſiſting be- 
tween thoſe courts and Great Britain, His Lordſhip conclud- 
ed with ridiculing the folly and abſurdity of ſuppoſing that 
France and Spain would interfere in the diſputes under conſi- 
deration ; remarking that it was by no means the prevailing 

alicy of the Houſe of Bourbon, to ſet fo dangerous an exam- 

ple to their ſubjects in the new world, by aſſiſting the Bri- 
tiſh colonies to ſhake off the dominion of the mother country. 

The Duke of Grafton condemned the meaſures recom- 
mended.n the ſpeech, and the conduct of Adminiſtration dur- | 
ing the laſt twelve months. He obſerved, that the amend- 
ment did not entirely meet his ideas, he therefore could not 
vote for it ; but he ſhould certainly give the addreſs itſelf a 
negative, when the queſtion came to be put on it. His 
general ſentiments reſpecting America, were, he ſaid, well 
known ; he ſhould not therefore take their Lordſhips time up 
in explaining them. It was true, he had ſupported admini- 
tration, but it was upon a general idea, that means of con- 
ciliation might be derived and adopted; he expreſſed his ig- 
norance of the true ſtate of America, and aſſerted he had been 
miſled and deceived; for that reaſon chiefly, he could not 
think of concurring any longer in meaſures of which he never 
really approved; but to which he lent his countenance, in 
expectation that the ſtronger government was, the more likely 

matters were to be amicably ay 4 He had a propoſition an 
which, with their Lordſhips leave, he would fubmit to the Ml be 
Houſe. He knew it could not originate with their Lord- H. 
ſhips,” as it muſt come through the other Houſe, becaule it 
would affect the revenue. Perhaps, ſays his Grace, it will 


not gain your approbation entirely this night; but believe 
1 | rk 
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me, you will like it better to-morrow, and ſill better in three 
. days hence. It will daily grow in your eſteem; In a fort- 
e night, I promiſe vou, it will have more friends, until at 

length it will gain univerſal aſſent and approbation. The 


propoſition is only this; to bring in a bill for repealing every 
g A 1 think haves: are Girton; Slick has been P this 
* country ſince the year 1763, relative to America, This, I 
will venture to aſſert, will anſwer every end; and nothi 
Jeſs will effect any effectual purpoſe, without ſcenes of ruin 
and deſtruction, which I cannot think on without the utmoſt 
grief and horror. But, my Lords, though I had entertained 
a contrary opinion to what I do, I could by no means confent 
to agree with this addreſs in the form it is now preſented, I 
confeſs I could not, at any time within my recollection, ven- 
ture either in conſcience or judgment to give it my ſupport, The 
neceſſity of hiring foreign troops, for garriſoning our two 
valuable and important fortreſſes, is not accompanied with 
| ſufficient information to juſtify ſo extraordinary and unprece- 
dented an act. It is indeed accompanied by none. Beſides, 
this addreſs takes in the whole of the meaſures to be adopted, 
without a ſingle fact being ſtated, or a tittle of information 
given, to point out their rectitude or neceſſity. We do not 
know the extent of the expences we may be put to, the ge- 
neral outline of the operations intended, nor the various con- 
ſequences we may bind ourſelves to by ſuch an engagement. 
In fine, my Lords, if I was not truly touched by the preſent 
very critical ſituation of this country, I had a ſufficient apo- 
logy for abſenting myſelf, on account of a very indifferent 
ſtate of health; if I were not convinced, that filence in my 
fituation would be conftrued into acquieſcence, if not direct 
approbation. But I truſt your Lordſhips will credit me, and 
I am convinced that my brethern in office are fatisfied, that 
nothing but the moſt full and perfect conviction of my being 
in the right, could prevail on me, under the circumſtances 
before alluded to, to attend thus early in the ſeſſions to give 
my vote; nor ſhall my indiſpoſition prevent me from anfwer- 
ing what J look upon as the ſtrongeſt call of duty; for ſhould 
It continue to encreaſe, I pledge myſelf to your Lordſhips 
and my country, that if neceffity ſhould require it, and m 
health not otherwiſe permit it, I mean to come down to this 
Houſe in a litter, in order to expreſs my full and hearty 21 
provation of the meaſures now purſuing ; and, as I underſtand 
trom the noble Lords in office, meant to be purſued. I do 
poteſt to your Lordſhips,' that if my brother or my deareſt 
7 | friend, 
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Earl of 
Sandwich. 
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friend, was to be affected by the vote I mean to give this 
evening, I could not poſſibly reſiſt the faithful diſcharge of my 
conſcience and my duty. Was J to loſe my fortune, and ever 
other thing I eſteem ; was I to be reduced to beggary ice 
the ſtrong conviction and compulſion at once operating on my 
mind and conſcience, would not permit me to take any 
other part on. the preſent occaſion, than that I now mean to 


adopt. 


The Earl of Sandtoich remarked, that the framers and ſup- 
porters of the amendment, after, in the opening, ſtating 
the facts, that the diſorders in America had rather encreal- 
ed than diminiſhed,” inſtead of a ing the cauſes that fol- 
lowed this aſſertion, ſhould have a we. the only true cauſe, 
which was the open and avowed — and countenance 
given to the rebels, by men, who under a pretended regard 
for their country, encouraged, from the worſt motives, an 
unnatural rebellion againſt the executive and legiſlative pow- 
ers of the ſtate, and the undoubted rights of the people of this 
country. In anſwer to ſome ſtrictures made by the noble 
Duke who ſpoke laſt, he defended the conduct of the naval 
officer who commanded on the American ſtation, and ſeemed 


to hint ſome degree of cenſure upon the operations on ſhore. 


He confeſſed, that things were much altered, and that it was 
neceſſary to confiderably augment our navy; that he had al- 
ready taken every precaution in his power; that the armament 
of laſt year had conſiſted of thirty armed veſſels of different 
ſizes, two of them two decked veſicls ; that twenty. were ac- 
tually failed, or were ready to ſail to reinforce them; and 
that it was the intention of adminiſtration to complete the 
number, by the time that operations were to commence, to 
ſeventy veſſels, which would be ſuch a force co-operating 
with the army, as would render it impoſſible for the Ameri- 
cans either to reſiſt, keep together, or ſubſiſt; as they would 
have at once all the calamities of a war to contend with, with- 
out the means of carrying it on; being thus cut off from all 
ſupplies they might expect to derive from Europe, or elſe- 


| where. His Lordſhip confeſſed, that admimiſtration had 


been deceived in ſome meaſure ; yet he thought it neceſſary 
now to declare, that it was his own private opinion, that the 
ſtronger the navy was, the more effeQual their operations 
would be. He ſaw the matter very evidently in that light; 


but it was generally believed, if a larger force had been demand - 


ed, it would have raiſed an oppoſition to the meaſures at 


large; and this was one very powerful motive for his not 


explain - 
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explaining his own ideas fo fully as otherwiſe he was moſt 
certainly diſpoſed to do. His Lordſhip obſerved, that it was 
faſhionable to cry up the proweſs and intrepidity of the Ame- 
ricans ; but in his opinion, if they had betrayed any proofs 
of cowardice and want of ſpirit formerly, nothing had yet 
happened on their part, ſufficient to wipe off the aſperſion ; 
for it had ever been a received opinion, that an army en- 
trenched are at leaſt equal to three times their number of aſ- 
failants; whereas the ſuperiority on the part of the provincials 
was confeſſed on all hands to be in the direct contrary propor- 
tion; and yet, the King's troops were victorious. He com- 
mented on the propoſition recommended by the noble Duke, 
and contended, it was in fact giving up the whole conteſt, and 
at once relinquiſhing our rights of fovereignty ; and every 
poſſible benefit we are entitled to claim in the way of trade and 
commerce ; that though we ſhould agree to repeal all the laws 
relative to America, paſſed fince the year 1763, yet in all pro- 
bability the noble propoſer, as well as the propoſition, would 
meet with the treatment and contempt that, laſt ſeffion, a 
noble Lord, now abſent from his place [ Lord Chatham] did, 
which was, to be condemned in pamphlets and news- pa- 
pers, and his perſon reviled in the moſt reproachful terms 
in ſcurrilous publications and ballads, hawked about the 
Areets of their ſeveral capitals by old women and boys. He 
purſued the idea of the noble mover of the addreſs, rela- 
ive to foreigners and Papiſts, in the inſtance of France and 
dardinia, who conſtantly retained large bodies of Swiſs in 
their armies, who profeſſad the Proteſtant religion; and con- 


N nded generally, that if the meaſure of reducing America 
* Fas a right one, it was proper of courſe to enforce it; and he 


was aſtoniſhed to hear the power of the King to call the aid 
of his Hanoverian fubjects to his aſſiſtance doubredd, or the 
propriety of employing foreigners, to effectuate meaſures pre- 
jouſly determined to be neceſſary, condemned. 


on his noble relation the Earl of Chatham] who, he ob- ws. 
erved, unfortunately for his country, was abſent from bis 
171 in Parliament; being confined to his bed by a ſevere fit 
pf illneſs. He ſaid, the noble Earl, who endeavoured to load 
hat truly great man with ridicule, ought to recollect and well 
eig a character which he was no more able to depreciate 


" y an attack in his abſence, than he could add te it, by an 
d. Hecomiums it was in his power to beſtow. He ſaid, that 


peat man was the ornament of his country, and the delight 
1 admiration of every man, of every party, who —_— 
wel 


Lord Lyttelton reſented what he deemed an implied cenſure rg Land. 


on the continent of America, The expence and hazard of 
reducing it, the little dependence there was to be placed in 
men, who had been miſled themſelves, or purpoſely miflel 


accompanied by ſuch circumſtances ; and conſequently mult 


The Biſhop 


af Peterbo- which dropt from Lord Sandwich on the obſtructions thrown 


the acts reſpecting America, paſſed ſince the year 1763, might 


reſpondence; his Lordſhip, however, reminded the Hou 


declared, that reconciliation laſt year * was the object ik 
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well to it! Though a young man, he remembered when 
this country was pretty much in ſuch a . predicament as at 
preſent; and he remembered too, that that ſteady patriot 
and able politician reſcued it from the brink of deſtruction; 
and he was now fully convinced, its ſalvation, nay indeed 
its exiſtence, were only to. be obtained and preſerved by the 
ſame means. His Lordſhip turned to the queſtion, and main- 
tained the ſovereignty of the legiſlature in its fulleſt extent; 
but condemned in the moſt marked and expreſſive language, 
the conduct of adminiſtration. He ſaid, that they had totally 
failed in their promiſes and information, and were no longer 
to be truſted or ſupported with ſafety. He alluded to his 
conduct during laſt ſeſſion, when he voted with the miniſtry, 
how ftrenuouſly he recommended vigorous meaſures, or none; 
and how frequently he preſſed them on this head. On the 
whole, therefore, he ſaid, though he could not vote for the 
amendment, . becauſe the Americans were not declared to be 
in rebellion, he totally diſapproved of the addreſs, and the 
meaſures 1 in it. He ſaid matters: were now en- 
tirely altered. Boſton was turned into an hoſpital, where 
more died of famine and want of care, than by the ſword, 
We probably had not a fingle foot of land in our poſſeſſion 


others, operated ſo ſtrongly on his mind, that he could no 
Jonger lend his countenance and ſupport. to ſuch meaſures, 


unite in opinion with the noble Duke, in wiſhing that al 
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be repealed, as a ground for conciliation, a full reſtoration of 
the public tranquility, and return of America to her wontel 
obedience, and ſubordinate dependence on the mother country, 

The Biſhop of Peterborough anſwered ſome reflection 


in the way of adminiſtration, by declaring, that he was k 
far from having had any diſpoſition to clog and embarrab 
tire wheels of government, that he had given his vote [al 

ear for the meaſures of the miniſtry, upon the ground of ths 
information he had received from reading the American cor 


that, . notwithſtanding the vote he then gave, he had exprel: 


*Yide, Lords debates of laſt ſeſſion. page 57. 
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ever had in view, and meant not to loſe ſight of. He hoped 
therefore, that the Lords would not impute it to a ſpirit of 


_ faction, if (as he thought the ſtate of things now very dif- 
the BY ferent from what they appeared then,) he ſhould be con- 
in. ſtrained to withold his conſent from the addreſs, My reaſons, 


he added, for ſo doing, I will ſimply, and as briefly as poſ- 
| ſible, Jay before your Lordſhi ps. ö 

ih It appeared to me, in the laſt ſeſſions, to be the general 
wy opinion of all ſuch as I thought beſt capable to form a judg- 
ment what were the moſt probable means to effect a laſting 
re- union with the colonies, that even a ſhew of, perſeverance 
Bf to ſupport the authority of the legiſlature would intimidate 


2 the factious and reſtore peace and tranquility. Experience 
* has now convinced me that a miſtaken judgment upon this 
be point was formed by the friends of adminiſtration, both here 
8 and in America. The declaration of perſeverance went 
bay forth, and though backed by 10,000 men, has not intimi- 
dated a ſingle colony. | . | 
pe We were aſſured laſt year, that upon the appearance of a 
"Ki reinforcement which could protect. them from the inſults of 
re the mob, a conſiderable party would declare themſelves in 
a fovour of the mother country ; that there is no reaſon now to 
* flatter ourſelves with ſuch an expectation (if there ever was 
"I any) is too obvious to be inſiſted upon. It was faid too, in 


the ſpring, that the Americans would not, ſome indeed were 
confidently perſuaded they could not, fight; yet we now cer- 
tainly know that they can and will fight, for they have 
fought. It is true, they were defeated, but conſidering the 
ſtand they made, and the intrepidity of the troops they had to 
contend with, they were not diſgraced by their defeat. 

We were made to believe, a year ago, that the reſtraints put 
upon the commerce and fiſneries of the colonies would preſs 
ſo hard upon their intereſts, as to bring them to ſubmiſſion. 

We have now learnt that their commerce is but a ſecondary 
conſideration : if it may not be called liberty itſelf, that they 
are contending for, it is at leaſt the opinion of liberty, which 
operates no leſs forcibly on the paſſions of mankind. _ 

N Having thus contraſted the paſt and preſent ſtate of Ame- 
rican affairs, he ſaid, that he was perſuaded many Lords be- 
ſides himſelf had, on ſome or all of the grounds he mentioned, 
deen induced to approve of the meaſures propoſed in the laſt 
ſeffion, he owned they were meaſures of coercion and cor- 
rection, which he then thought adviſable, becauſe he be- 
lieved they tended to effect peace and re- union. But, he 
added, it ſeems to me unfortunately for both countries, that 
Vor. IV. | C we 
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we have loſt ſight of the end in the means. It is no longer 
a queſtion - whether reconciliation is beſt brought about by 
conceſſion or force; but whether or no we ſhall engage in a 
ruinous and expenſive war, till one or both countries is ſa- 
crificed to reſentment, on a barren point of honour, . 

I call the ſubject of our diſpute a barren point of honour, 
for I am perſuaded, there is ſcarce a man in this country, 
who thinks now that America, if ſubdued, will be brought to 
ſubmit to taxation. Be the right of the legiſlature what it 
may, ſuch as I have converſed with, hold the exerciſe of it 
not only inexpedient but impracticable. 7 

Admit then, the point of honour eſtabliſhed by a ſeries of 
victories, it muſt ſtill remain a baxren ſpeculative principle 
of pre-eminence, and all the advantage which can poſſibly 
be expected from it, can never be adequate to the expe. ce of 
blood and treaſure that muſt neceſſarily be waſted in the fruit- 
leſs acquiſition. _ | | | 

The noble Viſcount who has moved this addreſs, has been 
pleaſed to lay a great ſtreſs upon the aſſurances given by the 
courts of France and Spain. I am free to admit that nothing 
is to be apprehended from either of our riva} powers, while 
our domeſtic diſputes continue. They muſt be bad politi- 
cians indeed, to hazard any thing for reducing our force, 
while they ſee us ſo eagerly doing their buſineſs at our own 
expence. | | 1 

The other noble Viſcount who has ſeconded this addreſs. 
has acquainted your Lordſhips, that to his own perſonal 
knowledge, our great manufacturing tawns feel no decline of 
trade from the interruption of the American commerce, They 
have, his Lordſhip ſays, as full employment, and as ample 
orders from their factors as ever. Be it ſo: what is it that 
the noble Lord can infer from this conceflion, unleſs it is that 
our manufactures can do as well without the American trade 
as with it? Why then, I would aſk, are we ſacrificing the 
flower of our army, and burthening poſterity with an enor- 
mous debt ; better ſurely will it be to cut off at once a limb 
that is of no uſe, than to hazard the mortification of the 
whole body, by endeavouring to preſerve it. 

His Lordſhip proceeded then to give his opinion upon the 
uſe that might be made of the petition from the congreſs, as F 
a ground of conciliation. TO 

{ am free to own, faid he, I conſider the petition as a fe- 
fined piece of political ſubtlety ; yet I plainly perceive from it, 10 
that there is either a difference of ſentiment among the leaders, 
or that the bulk of the people do not even now wiſh for a total Bl - 
* ſeparation, "8 
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ſeperation, whatever may be the object of ſome among the 
leaders who direct their councils. 

It is evident that the petition is expreſſed in terms which, 
conſidering the- circumſtances of the country, are more mode- 
rate and dutiful than could have been expected. Suppoſe 
then that this was calculated to gain the approbation of ſuch, 
as wiſhed ſtill for peace and conciliation. It is plain, that 
ſome ſuch there ſtill are among them, and that their leaders 
thought it prudent to manage them, though they had addreſs 
enough to clog the whole with a title and ſubſcription which 
they meant ſhould render it inadmiſſible. Are your Lord- 
ſhips to be ſo impoſed upon ; will you be for rejecting this 
petition altogether, or will you not find ſome means of 
admitting it, ſo as to defeat the purpoſes of thoſe who in their 
hearts are enemies of peace? I beg leave to remind the Houſe 
of a wiſe anſwer given Jately by one of his Majeſty's governors 
to a petition of a provincial congreſs. I cannot (ſays Sir 


James Wright) look upon pre meeting as conſtitutional], 


but as your petition is expreſſed in terms of duty and loyalty, 
and the ends propoſed are ſuch as every good man muſt wiſh 
to promote, I ſhall conſent. | | 

To conclude, was there no other conſideration than the 
oreat importance of the queſtion, whereon not the commerce 
only, but in a great meaſure the very being of 'the Britiſh em- 
pire depends, it would juſtify delay, till all the light which 
can be collected is thrown upon the ſubject. The amend- 
ment propoſed by the noble Marquis ſeems directed principally 
to this end, and for that reaſon I ſhall give my conſent to it. 
Whatever vote your Lordſhips ſhall hereafter come to, weigh ' 
hrſt the hazards of war, weigh the heavy expence of acquiring 
your object againſt its real value, I am too much pleaſed 
with the ſpirit of the noble Lord's [Lord Lyttleton ] idea, who 
declares the Britiſh troops are invincible, to queſtion it. Caſt 
the ſword of victory then into the ſcale of honour. It will 
{till be found wanting. 


The Earl of Sandwich, riſing to explain, was called to Farl of 
order; but inſiſting. on his right to be heard, ſaid he had no Serdwich. 


intention to depreciate the character of the noble Earl, who 
he underſtood was prevented by illneſs from attending his 
duty in Parliament; that he never meant to ridicule him, 
and ſtill much Jeſs fo in his abſence. 


The Duke of Grafton roſe to explain, concerning ſome- Duke of . 
thing which had furniſhed Lord Sandwich, with an oppor- Sf. 


tunity of ſuppoſing his Grace had paſſed ſome degree of cen- 
ſare on the naval operations carried on in America. Nothing, 
a0 . > = 
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he aſſured his Lordſhip and the Houſe; could be further from 
his intentions; for he had a very high eſteem for the gentle, 
men of the navy; and took a very peculiar pride in being im- 
| mediately deſcended from one of the profeſſion, 
Earl of The Earl of Efingham, after taking a ſhort review of the 
conduct of adminiſtration, turned his attention to the meaſures 
propoſed by them; and ſuppoſing that it ſhoule be agreed to 
carry them into execution, aſked Lord Townſhend, whether Wil 

he thought 60,000 men would be ſufficient to recover Ame. 
| rica, and entirely ſubdue it. | | 
1d. viſcount Lord Viſcount Town/bend replied, it was a queſtion he 
Texwnfbird. Could by no means undertake to aniwer; that be was ac, 
quainted only with that part in which he had acted himſelf, 
that there was a very able man [Sir Jeffery Amherſt] who, it 
was reported, would ſhortly be called up to a ſeat in that 
Houſe: This gentleman he ſaid had traverſed the principd 
communications of the northern parts of that continent ; and 
he believed had been conſulted, He aſſured their Lordſhips, 
that for his own part, he had never been applied to in council 
or elſewhere ; but if the queſtion had been put generally to 
him, whether ſuch a force was ſufficient for the purpoſe, he 
ſhould very fairly reply, from his general knowledge, and 
from all - the lights he had been able to obtain from hiſtory, 
that he never knew an inſtance, where 60,000 men were iy 
poſſeſſion of the poſts, proper to be occupied, in which they 
had failed. {Several queſtions, of a ſimilar nature, were put 
to him; but his Eordſhip ſeemed willing to avoid giving anf 

ſpecific anſwer. ] 

Farl of The Earl of Dartmouth ſaid, he was aſtoniſhed how any 
Dartmouth. noble Lord could condemn adminiſtration, or withdraw his 
ſupport from them, without at leaſt giving them a fair trial; 
that it was never ſuppoſed, if America united, to reduce them 
would be the work of one ſummer; that the meaſures of laſt 
ſeſſion were calculated and directed to the ſafety and protectio 
of the province of Maſſachuſets-Bay entirely; that, as ſuch, 
they had been wiſely planned, and muſt have been ſucceſsful, 
if a variety of events, impoſſible to be foreſeen, or provided 
againſt, had not united to defeat them; ſuch, in particular, 
was the change of ſentiments in the people of New-York, and 
the unexpected ungnimity and unforeſeen meaſures adopted by 

| boy oeors con _ | . 
| „ Lord Greſuenor ſaid, he was not uſed to ſpeaking. Politics 
12 Of ere not . Wi way; but he thought the King's . waj 
| good ſpeech, and as ſuch ought to be anſwered in the termi 
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The Duke of Mancheſter, after examining the true purpont Duke of 
of the ſpeech, which he treated as the ſpeech of the miniſter, Henchefer- 
ſubmitted his reaſons for diſapproving of the addreſs, and for 
agreeing with the amendment. His grace obſerved, that it , 
had been the general language of the miniſtry, and many 
other noble Lords laſt ſeſſion, to impute all oppoſition to their 
d to meaſures to factious and ambitious motives. He was ſorry to 
ther I hear the ſame language renewed this day; firſt, by the noble 
me- Viſcount who ſeconded the addreſs, and afterwards by the 
noble Earl at the head of the admiralty. His Grace ſolemnly 
he proteſted, as long as he had the honour of a ſeat in that 
20 Houſe, he would never endure it. If the noble Lords who 
elf, made the accuſations had grounds to juſtify. what they ſaid, 
„ i he called on them to bring them forward, or confeſs they had 
that no authority for what they ſaid or inſinuated. If they are 
paß filent, then, ſays his Grace, I ſhall ſuppoſe they have 
ani none. I he Houſe muſt ſuppoſe ſo, and as ſuch will not per- 
1ps, mit them to interrupt or diſturb that decorum and freedom of 
neil debate for which your Lordſhips have at all times been ſo juſtly 
y to diſtinguiſhed. [Mention was made, by ſome of the Lords 
be in adminiſtration, of the ſeveral addreſſes, lately preſented to 
ana his Majeſty; that they contained the fulleſt approbation of 
ory, the preſent meaſures, and muſt be preſumed were the voice 
2 108 and ſenſe of the nation, ] | | 
they Lord Craven ſaid, the manner and the means employed to xd. c. 
put obtain theſe addreſſes were well known. He ſhould mention 
an only that which was obtained in his own neighbourhood, 
which, he ſaid, was ſhamefully ſmuggled; no notice being 
am previouſly given the citizens of Coventry. It was drawn up 
bi he ſaid, by the mere agents and creatures of adminiſtration z  ' 
ialz nine tenths who ſigned it never heard a ſyllable of its con- 
em tents ; and yet, with all the arts uſed to deceive and miflead, 
Jay no more than 117, moſt of them ignorant of what they were 
ton doing, could be prevailed upon to ſign it; while the addreſs 
ch, be intereſted himſelf in, and which carried truth to the foot of 
fuß the throne, attended with all the previous forms which ſhould 
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any noble Lords in adminiſtration would encourage or employ 


| Lordſhip that the New-England people were brave; that they 
had proved it; that the general who commanded at Bunker's- 


The noble Viſcount, he ſaid, who moved the addreſs, when 
queſtioned about the practicability of reducing and holding 
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fore their Lordſhips would build nothing on fo weak and 
rotten, though ſpecious a foundation. 1 25 

The Duke of Richmond reminded adminiftration of the 
very predictions which they now owned were the cauie of 
their miſcarriage. He told them that he, and many other 
Lords on the ſame ſide, had repeatedly preſſed them on their 
real or pretended want of information; that if they were. in 
earneſt, their armaments, both by land and ſea, were too 
weak; and if they were not in earneſt, it was at once facrih- 
eing the blood, treaſure, commerce, and honour of this 
nation, to a moſt criminal luſt of place and emolument, ſup- 
poling that bloody meaſures were the tenure by which they 
held their offices. His Grace obſerved, that the public papers 
had held out threats againſt ſome of the members of both 
Houſes, in order to ſtifle the freedom of debate; that he un- 
derſtood he was one of the perſons ſingled out and meant to 
be honoured on this occaſion; that he now called on his 
threateners and accuſers, and, ſtriking his hand on his heart, 
faid, If any ſuch bepreſent, I will not pretend to fay there 
are, 1 defy them; I ſcorn their menaces, and invive them to 
make good their charges. He did not ſuppoſe, he ſaid, that 


ſuch baſe, futile or ſcandalous means to intimidate the mem- 
bers in either Houſe of Parliament from doing their duty, 
though they were certain that ſuch a ſcheme would have the 
deſired effect. His grace next turned his attention to what a 
noble Earl, early in the debate, had ſaid, reſpecting the cowar- 
dice of the Americans. He begged leave to remind his Lord- 
ſhip, that he did not ſpeak conditionally ; there was no F at the 
time the charge was made, it was a poſitive one, and could 
not now be explained away by conditions introduced for the 
firſt time; yet however poſitive the noble Lord might have 
been then, or guarded he might be now, he could inform his 


Hill had confeſſed it; that another General Burgoyne] no 
leſs celebrated for his talents than zeal for the cauſe, had con- 
firmed it ; that an officer, a particular friend of his, on the 
ſpot, had united in the ſame opinion. He combated the facts 
and concluſions of the noble Earl, relative to the particulars of 
that day. He denied the ſuperiority of numbers, and obſerv- 
ed that he never recollected an inſtance. where lines had been 
forced and no priſoners taken but ſuch as were wounded. 
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America 


5, America in ſubjecton, inſtanced the conqueſt of Corſica, The 


nd difference of extent of the two countries, the vicinity of the 

iſland to France and the number of perſons in arms to reſiſt, 
he which were no more than 6000; added to the immenſe ſupe- 
of Wil riority of the French in point of numbers, was ſufficient to 
er ſhew how little the two caſes were alike: and as to his Lord- 
elf ſhip's general anſwer, that bo,0co men in poſſeſſion of all the 
in i pofts of a country would in all probability ſucceed, he muſt 


00 Bi have ſuppoſed the conqueſt as a matter previouſly effected; 


fi- becauſe, he could ſee very little or no difference between the 


lis actual conqueſt of a country, and occupying all the poſts 
Þ- WW which command the neceſſary communication by land and 
oy ſea: that not being the caſe here, he muſt therefore look on. 
ers nis Lordſhip's anſwer as deciding nothing. He condemned 


th the ſpeech and addreſs with er Fur rr concluded 7 
e and give their opinions, 


n. vith calling upon the law Lords to ri 
to whether his Majeſty was properly adviſed in taking Hanove- 
his N rians into Britiſh pay, and bringing them into the dominions 
rt, WW of Great-Britain, without the previous conſent of Patliament. 


ere The Earl Gower confeſſed that adminiſtration had been EarlGewer. 


to i eceived and miſled; and that, conſequently, the meaſures 
nat taken were by no means proportioned to the nature and ex- 
los tent of the ſervice; that the accounts received from the 
m- ſouthern provinces led to this miſtake; and that ſeveral other 
„events had happened, which it was impoſſible to foreſee or 
the prevent. In particular, the province of New-York had been 
it 2 overawed and compelled, by a party of inſurgents from Con- 
ar- necticut, into meaſures they would never have otherwiſe adopt- 
rd- ed; that however ſtill, if the friends of government were 
the emancipated by the aid of a force from this country, he had 
ſtrong expectations, the colonies, by that means, might be 
the brought to a ſenſe of their duty, without the mother country 
ave being obliged to have recourſe to thoſe ſcenes of miſery and 
his deſolation, deſcribed by the noble Lords, on the other ſide. 
hey His Lordſhip lamented, that thoſe who had hitherto approved 
s. of the propriety of the meaſures reſpecting America, ſhould ſa 


on- laid, for ſuſpecting they wiſhed to defeat every thing they. had 
the on a former occaſion expreſſed the 3 deſire to ſupport. 
* On the whole, he was convinced, he ſaid, that the propo- 
$0 


ſition of the noble Duke would never anſwer the end pro- 
poſed ; and that the queſtion was now ſimply reduced to the 


een alternative of coercive meaſures, ee in the manner he 
led. nad pointed out, or for ever relinquiſhing any power, dominion, 
hen | 


or advantage from our colonies in North-America. 


—_ 


ſuddenly abandon them; or that any foundation ſhould be 
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Ld. Ferrers. 


the indiſcretion of an individual. I do not blame the ad- 


| 4 pram the public, that the miniſtry have pronounced the 
n 


charged with planning independency in the face of their ex- 


truth alone, if unprompted, would ifſue? It is their inten- 


ears of the Americans, to lead them to it, or by treating them, 


- fay what they will, it is a plain and inconteſtible fact, that 
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Lord Ferrers, of Chartley, apologized for his youth, and 
faid, that whatever deſire he might have to follow the opinion 
of his very near and noble relation, yet, as a Lord of Parlia- 
ment, in the execution of a truſt, and in the diſcharge of a 
duty, he felt himſelf called to a conſcientious diſcharge of 
both. Such being his motives, he found himſelf under 3 
neceffity of ſupporting the amendment, and difagreeing with 
the propoſed address. | 

+ The Earl of Shelburne. I may, from this moment, con- 


uneral oration of their addreſſes. From the language of thoſe 
addreſſes, and from the various threats which were induſtri- 
ouſly circulated, I came to town with ſome apprehenſions, 
not for myſelf, 'but leſt the zeal of ſome of my friends for the 
violated rights of their ſuffering fellow ſubjects, ſhould have 
led them into unwary expreffions which might have enabled 
fome dark 3 to ſtab the public freedom through 


dreſſers who have thus unjuſtly aſperſed the characters of 
thoſe whoſe aim is, by fteady, juſt and temperate counſels, to 
fave this deluded country from diſtruction. They were de- 
ceived ; they were deceived by theſe very minifters, who be- 
ing now called upon, explicitly avow, without any appear- 
ance of ſhame or remorſe, that they have no evidence to ſup- 
port their accuſation. 

It is with equal aſtoniſhment and concern, my Lords, that 
F perceive not the leaſt mention made in the ſpeech which 
has been this day delivered to us, of_a paper, the moſt im- 
portant of any that could poſſibly come under the confidera- 
tion of this Houſe. I mean the laſt petition from the general 
congreſs in America. How comes it, that the colonies are 


plicit declaration to the contrary, contained in that petition! 
Who is it, that preſumes to put an aſſertion, (what ſhall] 
call it, my Lords) contrary to fact, contrary to evidence, 
notorious to the whole world, in that mouth, from which 


tention, by thus perpetually ſounding independence in the 


upon ſuſpicion, with every poſſible violence, to compel them Miu: 
into that, which. muſt be our ruin, For let vifionary writers, 


the commerce of America is the vital ftream of this great em- 
pire. A noble and reverend Lord has inſinuated, that the peti- 
tion ſeems to him to be conceived in terms of great art _ 
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biguity. I have examined it with great care, but this morn- 
ing I read it repeatedly, and to my apprehenſion, except 2 
ertain degree of addreſs neceſſary to meet the prejudices : 
which have been wickedly and induſtriouſly excited here, there 
annot be a fairer opportunity offered of extricating this coun- 
ry from the ruinous ſituation in which the folly of admini- 
tration has involved us. It furniſhes the faireſt foundation 
or an honourable and advantageous accommodation. I have 
een long and intimately known to ſome gentlemen of that 
ountry, one of whom now takes a conſiderable ſhare in their 
proceedings ; and I have ever found them and their corre- 
pondents conſtant and earneſt in the wiſh for conciliation, 
pon the terms of antient connection. | \ 
My Lords, you have heard two of his Majeſty's miniſters 


cknowledge, they were deceived in their information, and 


we ae erred in their meaſures reſpecting America, There 
led Wants only a ſimilar acxnowldgement from a certain Jaw 
I ord, who was ferward to pledge himſelf laſt year for the 
0 


ucceſs of their plans. A little blood, indeed, he owned they 
night coſt; but with that, their eficacy was inevitable. 
The noble Lord's political ſagacity has for once forſaken him. 
\ great deal of blood has been unhappily ſhed, to no purpoſe, 
ut to ſever us more, if not put us aſunder for ever. 

But is it poſſible that your Lordſhips ſhould not have mark- 
d, and marked with indignation, the levity, and even ridi- 
ule, with which the noble Lord, at the head of the admi- 
alty, has treated this moſt ſolemn ſubject. No man Who 
id not feel himſelf ſecure in the promiſe of impunity from 
dme quarter, would proclaim his miſtakes in triumph, ſport 
th the calamities of his country. It is aſtoniſhing that any 
ne ſhould have dared to promiſe impunity to ſuch fatal er- 
rs, and a conduct fo criminal; it is your Lordſhips buſineſs 
D look to this. Sould ſuch men not only be at large unac- 
uſed, but highly truſted, adding freſh inſults, miſleading by 
eſh miſinformation, and manifeſting a total contempt of the 
ublic, both here and in America ? The noble Lord laughs 

t all propoſitions of conciliation ; repeats his imputation of 
wardice againſt the Americans; ſays the idea of rights is to, 


4 driven out of their heads by blows ; and ridicules the ob- 
| a, ctions to employing - foreigners and Papiſts. ls this*a lan- 
a uape, my Lords, becoming ſo great an officer of ſtate? Is it 


cent thus to ſtigmatize ſo great a part of the empire with ſo 
ale a calumny? It is impoflible that noble Lord can haye 
ſs intolerancy in his diſpoſition than I have, But it does 


a dt therefore ollow, that 1 ſhould think it a meaſure of no 
th, *. 1 moment, 


.extirpation of the Proteſtant religion. By what authority 


ſee it fundamentally infringing the firſt principles of our gt 


indignation of this country will purſue, till it is utterly con. 
.demned. For, my Lords, if there were a ſettled plan to ſub 


wars, which have already almoſt overwhelmed us with det 
In every view then, theſe meaſures are impolitic, unconſi 


. preſent prince upon the throne; though we may be jealou 
of truſting ſuch powers with thoſe who may ſucceed him. Iti 
not now a time for compliments. I do not diſtruſt the Kin 


my Lords, ſhall never be given for truſting the danger 


this American buſineſs, to ſupport the meaſure of another a 


* 
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moment, or of inconſiderable danger, to arm the hands 1 
[thoſe who are ſtrangers to toleration, and who pant for th 


it, that the crown has put the ſtrong fortreſſes of this empi 
into the poſſeſſion of foreign hy I do not enquire whe. 
ther it is with or againſt the letter of any particular law. 


vernment ; and do not heſitate to pronounce it high treaſo 
againſt the conſtitution. I foretel it is a meaſure which th 


due the liberties of this country, what ſurer means could h 
adopted, than thoſe of arming Roman Catholics and intr 
ducing foreign troops? Before you venture to make Roma 
Catholics ſoldiers; let them be made citizens. They wi 
otherwiſe willingly employ the arms in their hands, toe 
ſtroy thoſe privileges of which they are not ſuffered to p 
take. If Hanover aſſiſts us, we muſt defend her when u 
vaded. This involves us in continental connections an 


tutional, and dangerous. 8 
Much has been ſaid, my Lords, about not diſtruſting th 


that is now upon the throne. I have more veneration for tit 
character of King William than for that of any prince tt 
ever ſwayed a ſcepter. The greatneſs of his talents, ti 
virtues and the heroiſm of his heart, render him, in my eſtim 
tion, the firſt of men. Yet had I been in that Parliame 
which refuſed him his Dutch guards, I ſhould have been t. 
foremoſt in ſo wiſe and conſtitutional a meaſure. My vot 


wer of the ſword in foreign hands. And however Im 
truſt Engliſh ſwords will never be employed againſt Engli 
liberties; yet, I hold it my duty, as a guardian of the co 
ſtitution, to look ever with a jealous eye on the augmentati 
even of an Engliſh army. | "#12 

My Lords, the miniſters lament, that it is their taſk, 


miniſtration. This is ſome acknowledgment at leaſt, th 
the meaſure was wrong, Why then did they ſupport 1 
What ſecret influence has compelled them to heap errors 
errors, grievance upon grievance; till they have ſhaken | 
75 h ; conſtitutt 
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conſtitution to its foundation, and brought the whole empire 
into danger and confuſion. The Americans judge from facts. 
They have ſeen an uniform lurking ſpirit of deſpotiſm per- 
vade every adminiſtration, It has prevailed over the wiſeſt 
and moſt conſtitutional counſels; it has precipitated us into 
the moſt pernicious of all wars ; a war with our brothers, our 
friends, and our fellow ſubjects. It was this Iurking ſpirit 
of deſpotiſm, that produced the ſtamp act in 1765; that fet- 
. tered the repeal of that act in 1766; that revived the princi- 
ples of it in 1767; that has accumulated oppreſſion upon 
oppreſſion ſince, till at length it has openly eſtabliſhed, by 
the Quebec Bill, popery and arbitrary power over half Ame- 
rica. 

It is the conſtant endeavour, my Lords, of thoſe who lend 
themſelves as the inſtruments of all the meaſures prompted by 
that pernicious ſpirit, for the emoluments it yields, to throw | 
upon us the imputation of being prompted to oppoſition, ſolely 

by a deſire of the ſame emoluments. But, my Lords, what- 
ever may be the object in ordinary times, the preſent are big 
with dangers that abſorb every other conſideration. The 
inevitable conſequence of perſevering in theſe meaſures, muſt 
be ſuch a depreciation of our eſftatgs, that opulence will be 
reduced to competence, and that to indigence. In contem- 
plation of this adverſity, I fee] it a happineſs that I have 
been bred a ſoldier ; accuſtomed to the moderation of that 
life, my fall from opulence will-be eaſy ; ſuch may it be with 
the reſt of your Lordſhips. But as you would avoid this, 
and ſtil] greater calamities, let me beſeech you to temper and 
reſtrain. with your wiſdom, the violence of this fatal addreſs, 

The queſtion was put upon the amendment. It paſſed in 
the negative. Contents 29; non-contens 69. The queſ- 
tion was next put upon the motion for an addreſs. It paſſed 
in the affirmative. Contents 66, and proxies 10, in all 
76. Non: contents 33, no proxies. N : 
Aliſt of the minority, in the laſt diviſion, 


The Duke of Richmond Earl of Coventry 
8 Grafton 1 Jerſey 4: 
Devonſhire Cuholmondeley 
Portland | Tankerville 
b Mancheſter Effingham 
» tu Marquis of Rockingham "neg Fitzwilliam 
It Earl of Stamford N Radnor 
| | Thanet Viſcount Torrington 
Abingdon Lord Eren 
Scarborough  _ Sondes 
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Ford Boyle Lord Lyttelton 
ke Monſon | Wycombe 
King | Beaulieu 
Chedworth 2 Camden 
Archer Biſhop of St. Aſaph 
Romney Peterborough, 
| Ponſonby | 
2 Di ſſentient, 


kſt, Becauſe we cannot, as Engliſhmen, as chriſtians, 6r 
as men of common humanity, conſent to the proſecution of a 
cruel civil war, ſo little ſupported by juſtice, and fo very fi- 
tal in its neceſſary conſequences, as that which is now wa. 
ging againſt our brethern and fellow ſubjects in America. We 
have beheld with ſorrow and indignation, ſeſſion after ſeſſion, 
and notwitſtanding repeated warnings of the danger, at. 
tempts made to deprive ſome millions of Brrtiſh ſubje&s of 
their trade, their laws, their conſtitution, their mutual inter- 
courſe; and of the pf food which God has given them for 
their ſubſiſtance. We have beheld endeavours uſed to en- 
force theſe impolitic ſeverities at the point of the bayonet, We 


have, on the other hand, beheld fo large a part of the empire, 
united in one common cauſe, really ſacrificing with chearful- 
neſs their lives and fortunes, and preferring all the horrors of 
2 wat raging in the very heart of their country, to ignomini- 
ous eaſe, We have beheld this part of his Majeſty's ſubjedt, 
thus irritated by reſiſtance, and ſo ſucceſsful in it, {till mak- 


ing profeſſions, in which we think it neither wiſe nor deceit 
to affect a diſbelief of the utmoſt loyalty to his Majeſty ; and 
unwearied with continued repulſes, repeatedly petitioning for 


conciliation, upon fuch terms only as ſhall be conſiſtent, with 


the dignity and welfare of the mother country. When we 


conſider theſe things, we cannot look upon dur fellow-ſub- 
jects in America in any other light than that of freemen dri- 
ven to reſiſtance by acts of oppreſſion and violence, 

-2dly, Becauſe this unnatural war, thus commenced in 
oppreſſion, and in the moſt erroneous policy, muſt, if perie- 
.yered in, be finally ruinous in its effects. The commerce of 
Great Britain with America was great and encreaſing, the pro- 


fits immenſe, the advantages, as a nurſery! of ſeamen, and 3 


an inexhauſtible magazine of naval ſtores, infinite; and the 
continuance of that commerce, particularly in times of wai, 


when moſt wanted to ſupport our fleets and revenues, not 


precarious, as all foreign trade muſt, be, but depending iolely 
on ourſelves. Theſe valuable reſources, which enabled u 
to face the united efforts of the Houſe of Bourbon, are * 
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ally loſt to Great Britain, and irretrievably loſt, unleſs re- 
deemed by immediate and effectual pacification. 

zaly, Becauſe Great Britain, deprived of ſo valuable a 

art of its reſources, and not animated, either with motives 
of ſelf-defence, or with thoſe proſpects of advantage and glo- 
ry, which have hitherto ſupported this nation in all its foreign 
wars, may poſſibly find itſelf unable to ſupply the means of 
carrying on a civil war, at ſuch a vaſt diſtance, in a coun- 
try ſo peculiarly circumſtanced, and under the complicated 
difficulties which neceſſarily attend it. Still leſs ſhould we 
be able to preſerve, by mere force, that vaſt continent, and 
that growing - multitude of reſolute freemen who inhabit 
it ; even if that or any country, was worth governing a- 
gainſt the inclination of all its inhabitants. But we fear, 
that while we are making theſe fruitleſs efforts, refuſing to 
give credit tp the declarations of our fellow ſubjects, and blindly 
confiding in the inſidious profefhons of the natural enemies of 
this country, we are preparing an eaſy prey for thoſe who 
prudently fit quiet, beholding Britiſh forces, which, if united, 
might be in a condition, from their valour, numbers, and 
diſcipline, to carry terror into the very heart of their king- 
doms, deſtroying each other. Every event, which ever _ 
it turns, is a victory to them. Our very hoſpitals furni 
them with daily triumphs; the greater, as they are certain, 
without any riſque to them of men or money, t. 

athly, Becauſe we conceive the calling in foreign forces 
to decide domeſtic quarrels, to be a meaſure both diſgraceful 
and dangerous; and that the advice which miniſters have 
dared to give to his Majeſty, which they have avowed and 
carried into execution, of ſending to the garriſons of Gibraltar 
and Port Mahon, the dominions of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, a part of his Electoral troops, without any previous 
conſent, recommendation or authority of Parliament, is un- 
conſtitutional. That Hanoverian troops ſhould, at the mere 
pleaſure of che miniſters, be conſidered as a part of the Bri- 
tiſ military eſtabliſhment, and take a rotation of garriſon 
duties, through theſe dominions, is, in practice and precedent, 
of the higheſt danger to the ſafety and liberties of this king- 
dom, and tends wholly to invalidate the wiſe and ſalutary de- 
claration of the grand fundamental law of our glorious delive- 
rer, King Wilham, which has bound together the rights of 
the ſubje& and the ſucoeſſion of the crown. | - 


Sthly, Becauſe the miniſters, who are to be entruſted 


with the management of this war, have proved themſelves 
| = 85 ws une · 
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unequal to the taſk, and in every degree unworthy of 
public truſt. Parliament has given them every affiſtance 
they aſked; no unforeſeen accidents have ſtood in their 
way; no ſtorms have diſabled or delayed their operations; 
no foreign power hath, as yet, interfered ; but notwithſtant 
ing theſe advantages, by their ignorance, negligence, and want 
of conduct, our arms have been diſgraced ; upwards of ten 
thouſand of the flower of our army, with an immenſe artille. 
ry, under four generals of reputation, and backed with z 
great naval force, have been miſerably blockaded in one ſea- 
port town, and after repeated and obſtinate battles, in which 
ſuch numbers of our braveſt men have fallen, the Britiſh for- 
ces have not been able to penetrate one. mile into the country 
which they were ſent to ſubdue; important fortreſſes are 
ſeized, the governors are driven from their provinces, and it 
is doubtful whether, at this moment, we are in poſſeſſion of 
a ſingle town in all North America. Whether we conſider its 
extent or its commerce, England has loſt half its empire in 
one campaign. Nor can we impute the miſconduct of mi. 
niſters to mere inability, nor to their ignorance of the ſtate 
of America, upon which they attempt to juſtify themſelves; 
for while fome members of adminiſtration confeſs they were 
deceived, as to the ſtrength and condition of the provinces, 


we have from others received official information, that the 


inſufficiency of the navy was concealed from Parliament, and 
part of adminiſtration, from a fear of not receiving ſupport 
from its members: we cannot therefore conſent to an addreſs, 
which may deceive his Majeſty, and the public, into a be- 
lief of the confidence of this Houſe in the preſent miniſters, 
who have deceived parliament, diſgraced the nation, loſt the 
colonies, and involved us in a civil war againſt our cleareſt 
interefts ; and upon the moſt unjuſtifiable grounds, wantonly 
ſpilling the blood of thoufands of our fellow ſubjects. 


Torrington | Mancheſter 
Fitzwilliam Devonſhire 
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Addreſs reported. No debate. The King having ap- 
pointed-this day to receive the addrefs, it was preſented. 
The humble Addreſs of the Right Hononrable the Lords Spiritual 

and Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled. 
Maſi Gracious Sovereign, Ef, 2 | 

We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament afſembled, beg 
leave to return your Majeſty our humble thanks, for your 
your moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. | 

With the utmoſt abhorrence and indignation, we ſee the 
real defign of thoſe deſperate men, who, by the groſſeſt miſre- 
preſentations, have deluded and precipitated our unhappy 
fellow ſubjects in America into meaſures no leſs ſubverſive of 
their own happineſs and true intereſts, than dangerous to the 
proſperity and ſafety of Great Britain. The powers they 
have aſſumed, and the arbitrary and oppreffive acts which 
they have done, leave no doubt of their traitorous purpoſe to 
induce the colonies to ſhake off the controul of the ſupreme 
legiſlature, and to bury in an ungrateful oblivion the remem- 
brance of the great induſtry with; which they have been plant- 
ed, the foſtering care with which they have been nurſed, the 
many advantages which they have enjoyed, and the expence 
of blood and treaſure with which they have been protected 
by this nation. | 3 8 

We cannot avoid expreſſing our concern, that the great 
tenderneſs with which your Majeſty has proceeded, and the 
conciliatory diſpoſition which appeared in the laſt ſeſſion of 
parliament, inſtead of having the deſired effect of undeceiv- 
ing the miſled, and eſtabliſhing a confidence in the parent 
ſtate, have been turned to the advantage, and made inſtru- 
mental to the purpoſes of this dangerous attempt; and whilſt 
we acknowledge this to be the conſequence of the difference 
of intention which prevail here and in America, we are pe- 
netrated with a juſt ſenſe of the motives which have regulated 
your Majeſty's endeayours, to prevent, if it had been poſſible, 
the effuſion of the blood of our fellow ſubjects, and the ca- 
lamities which are inſeparable from a ſtate of war; but ſince 
the rebellion is now become more general, and manifeſts-the 
Purpoſe of eſtabliſhing and maintaining an independent em- 
pire, we cannot but applaud your Majefty's reſolution to vin- 
dicate the rights, nts rom? and the honour of this king- 
dom, by a ſpeedy and moſt deciſive exertion; and for this 
purpoſe, we think it our indiſpenſable duty to declare that = 
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will ſupport your Majeſty with our lives and fortunes ; and 
being fulty perſuaded, that in the preſent ſtate of theſe diſor- 
ders, the moſt active will, in its effects, be the moſt merciful 
mode of proceeding, we hear with pleaſure, that your Ma- 
jeſty has encreaſed your naval eſtabliſhment, and alſo greatly 
augmented your land forces. We are ſenſible of your Ma. 
jeſty's kind conſideration in having done it in ſuch a manner 

as may be the leaſt burthenſome to your kingdoms; and your 
Majeſty may be aſſured, that we ſhall cheartully concur in 
whatever may be neceſſary to enable your Majeſty to profit of 
the friendly diſpoſition of foreign powers. 
Me are deeply impreſſed by the gracious motives which in- 
duced your Majeſty to ſend a part of your Electoral troops 
to the garriſons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, by which aſ- 
fiſtance this country will be enabled to employ a larger num- 
ber of its own eſtabliſhed forces in the maintenance of its 
authority; and we return your Majefty our ſincereſt thanks 
for having ſo providently pointed out to us a further re- 
fource in that national body of men, ſo conſtitutional in their 
12 and fo zealous in their duty, the militia of this king- 
om. | x | 
LS We cannot ſufficiently adinire your Majeſty's benevolent 
HET declaration, that when the wiſhed-for — arrives, that 
WE: } the unhappy and deluded multitude, againſt whom this force 
will be directed, ſhall become ſenſible of their error, your 
Majeſty will receive the miſled with tenderneſs and mercy ; 
and we are fully ſenſible of the wiſe and compaſſionate ſenti- 
ments which have determined yourMajeſty to delegate autho- 
WY rity to certain perſons upon the ſpot, to grant general or par- 
[ih ticular -pardons and indemnities, in ſuch manner, and to 
116 * ſuch perſons, as they ſhall think fit, and to receive the ſub- 
„ miſſion of any province or colony which ſhall be diſpoſed to 


return to its allegiance; and we will moſt readily concur in 
granting to the perſons ſo commiſſioned ſuch farther power 
as may beſt tend to promote and effectuate your Majeſty's ſa- 
lutary meaſures. 5 | 
Permit us, Sir, to offer our grateful acknowledgments to 
your Majeſty for the full and explicit communication which 
your Majeſty has been pleaſed to make to us, and at the ſame 
time to expreſs the juſt ſenſe we entertain of the numerous 
bleflings we enjoy, flowing from the ſource of never- ceaſing 
attention with which your Majeſty is occupied for the ſafety 
and happineſs of all your people: and we beg leave to aſſure 
your Majeſty, that we participate the ſame defire which ani- 
mates your royal breaſt, and feel no other wiſh than — 
| | elta 


— 


eſtabliſn order and tranquility through the ſeyeral parts of 
our dominions, upon the baſis of a cloſe connection with, 
and conſtitutional dependance upon, Great Britain. 
His Majeſiy's Anſwer. 

My Lords, | | 
receive with the moſt ſenſible ſatisfaRion this addreſs, ſo 
Fully expreſſive of your duty and Joyalty to me, Nothing 
can be more acceptable than the aſſurances you give of your 
utmoſt ſupport to enable me to re-eſtabliſh order and tranqui- 
lity throughout all my dominions, and I ſhall moſt heartily 
concur with any meaſures that may tend to ſo ſalutary a 
purpoſe. ROS 
Adjourned to October 30. 

October 30. | 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to November t. 
November 1. | 

oon this day to a ſubject of as great importance to the liberty 

pf this country, 'as America was to its wealth and power, 
defore the violence of the times had wreſted that treaſure from 
he Britiſh crown, and ſpurned the jewel, becauſe the ſetting 
appeared uncouth. I do not mean, my Lords, to dwell 
ong on the. unfortunate ſtory ; the page of future hiſtory 
ß tel how Britain planted, nouriſhed, and for two centu- 
ies preſerved a ſecond Britiſh empire; how ſtrengthened by 
er ſons, ſhe roſe to ſuch a pitch of power, that this little 
land proved too mighty for the greateſt efforts of the greateſt 
ations, Within the ſpace of twenty years, the world be- 


oi eld her arms triumphant in every quarter of the globe, her 
oy leets diſplayed victorious banners, her ſails were ſpread, and 


onqueſt graced the canvaſs. Hiftoric truth muſt likewiſe 
elate, within the ſame little ſpace of time, how Britain fell 
o half her greatneſs ; how ſtrangely loſt, by misjudging mi- 
iſters, by raſh-adviſed ee our gracious ſovereign, 
eorge the Third, ſaw more than half his empire crumble 
deneath his ſceptre ; America, late the ſtrength, now the foe 
0 Britain, diſmembered, torn, 1 fear for ever loſt, to Eng- 
land, whence ſhe ſprung. With this calamity heavy on us, 
our duty, intereſt, and love to that country which ftill're- 
alns, Calls on us to be ſtritly: watchful of its liberty. The 
late ſpeech from the throne has given a juſt alarm, has made 
a wound upon the conſtitution, which if not quickly healed, 
may ſpread a dangerous venom. The ſentiments it breathes, 
are full of higher claims of prerogative, than any ſpeech that 
I can remember ſince the Revolution. It appears to contain 
VOE, TT, C flights 


| . Dake of | 
The Duke of Mancheſter. I beg leave to call your atten- g ? A 
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flights of this council, negle& of parliament, indifference of M 
their approbation. The part I with to call your Lordſhip if 
attention to, is that wherein his Majeſty informs the Houſe, 
<< he has taken poſſeſſion of the garriſons of Gibraltar and 
Port Mahon with his Hanoverian forces.“ Far be it from 
me to impute the ſentiments of this ſpeech to the reſpeRable 
mouth. that was made to utter it, I am confident his Mz. 
jeſty has too high notions of what is right, too great a low 
for juſtice, to wiſh to invade knowingly the real privileges of 
this nation. I may go further, my Lads and even acquit 
the miniſters of any wicked, premeditated deſign to infringe 
the ſubjects liberty. I do not think ſuch evil of them; bu 
I cannot ſe eaſily acquit them of ignorance of our laws, c 
indifference ar inattention to them. My Lords, .I take it to 
be an undoubted truth, an axiom in this government, tht 
the King can maintain no ſtanding forces, other than whit 
are approved by Parliament, But that I may not appear u 
build on my own reaſon only, give me leave, though I fear i 
may ſeem too tedious, for the ſubje& is very dry, to quot: 
ſome acts of parliament in ſupport of what I have advanced 
J muſt begin by that great declaration of our liberties, th 
Bill of Rights. This at, my Lords, contains the claim 
various indubitable rights from ancient uſage, nor aſks as f 
vours any part, It is a capitulation with our Kings. Ti 
act declares the raiſing and keeping a ſtanding army withi 
the kingdom, without conſent of parliament, is againſt lay 
The next I ſhall quote is the Mutiny Bill, which ſets ou 
in the preamble, in the words of the Bil of Rights, but prc 
ceeds, << that it is neceſſary for the ſafety of the kingdon 
the defence of the poſſeſſions of the crown, and the preſerr 
tion of the balance of Europe, that a certain number of fore 
ſhould be kept up.” It then limits what the number ſhoul 
be. I am well aware, it may be ſaid, the garriſons of Gibra 
tar and Port Mahon are not in that number; whence or it 
- What reaſon that irregularity aroſe, I am ignorant ; but thu 
far it is cured, that they are annually provided for as to p 
and maintenance by parliament, and therefore muſt be ſuf 
poſed approved. My Lords, in the courſe of the late wi 
it was thought uſeful and neceſſary to raiſe a regiment of Am 
- Cans, of 4000 men, in which ſeme foreign officers were! 
ſerve; but it was not by the King's prerogative, but by da 
of parliament, At that time that great man, Lord Chatham; un 
was miniſter, In this act, thou h paſſed amidſt all the tu 
bulency of à war, flagrante bells the greateſt precautia M. 
were taken to guard the people's rights ; the number of | 
rel 


77% A. 1775. * WW 2 Vs oh 8 7 
e of | reign officers were limitted to fifty, the ſoldiers were to be 
ip's WY naturalized ſubjects, proteſtants, to take the oath 1 Geo. I. and 
uſe, the Colonel was to be a natural born ſubject. | 
andi 1 will now bring your Lordſhip down to an act of later 
ron date; of ſo freſh a time, that there are few in this Houſe 
able who were not in that Parliament that paſſed it: I mean the 
Mz. George III. to increaſe the Iriſh army. This acc recites, 
lor in the preamble, the act of ro William, for diſbanding the 
5 I Iriſh forces, and then provides, that as it may be neceſſary 
qui to keep up, for the defence of Ireland, 12,000 men, in or- 
inge der to give ſome aſſiſtance to the foreign garriſons, the army 
but ſhould be encreaſed to 15, 235, all natural born ſubjects. We 

„ offi ſee here the King calling ior aſſiſtance of the Britiſh parlia- 
t u ment, in order to increaſe the army in Ireland. He does not, 
eyen at the head of the parliament of that kingdom, think his 
authority ſufficient, without ſanction of the , parliament of 
Great Britain, to make the leaft addition to his forces, I muſt 
likewiſe take notice, my Lords, that it will be matter of much 
doubt, whether Hanoverian forces, employed at Gibraltar or 
Minorca, will be under any law of war. The mutiny act 
extends but to troops therein ſpecified, or voted by Parlia- 
ment, What law will they then be under? They cannot 
carry Hanoverian laws with them. The laws of England 
alone can govern ; as Britiſh ſubjects, they will be under 
protection of Britiſh laws. My Lords, the King's preroga- 
tive I conceive to be no greater in one part of his dominions 
han another; the ſubject is equally protected by the laws, 
yhether ſhivering in the highlands of the north, or ſcorch- 
ing upon Gibraltar's rock, The late determined caſe of Fa- 
brigas and Moiſtyn, has cleared the ſubjects rights. I will 
ot be further tedious, but from every inſtance I have had 
he honour of ſubmitting to you, and from*the conſtant prac- 
ice, muſt infer, that the King'has no right to maintain, in any 
part of the dominions of the Britiſh crown, any troops, other 
than are conſented to by Parliament, both as to number and 

to nation, I will therefore conclude with offering to your 


Lordſhips the following motion: | I 

That bringing into any part of the dominions of Great 

Britain, the electoral troops of his Majeſty, or any other fo- 

reign troops, without the previous conſent of parliament, is 

langerous and unconſtitutional.” I muſt obferve, ' that by 

unconſtitutional, I mean is againſt lag. 
The Earl of Rochford confeſſed, that he was one of his Nl 

Majeſty's minifters who adviſed the meaſure, againſt which * 

the vote of cenſure was now \-- 3 that he yas fully * 
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fied it was perfectly juſtifiable, and was ready to abide the 
conſequences: that however far the profeſſions of any noble 
Lord in the Houſe might go, he would yield to none in a 

warm and fteady attachment to the conſtitution, to the very 
bill now ſo juſtly extolled, the bill of rights, that great foun- 
dation of our liberties ; but ſayingithis, he could not perceive 
that in the moſt remote degree, that law could be conſtrued 
to apply or reach the meaſure now ſo peremptorily condemned 
by the noble Duke who made the motion. For his part, he 
was unable to ſee how it offended againſt the law, either in 
letter or ſpirit. The clauſe plainly importing two conditi- 
ons; hringing troops within the kingdom,” and © in 
time off peace; whereas, it was evident to the cleareſt do- 
monſtration, that the troops in queſtion were not within the 
kingdom ; nor would any Lord in the Houſe venture to af- 
firm, that we were now debating in a time of peace and 
tranquility. Thoſe, he ſaid, were his general ſentiments ; 

and were the motives which induced him to concur in the 
meaſure; nor had he heard a ſyllable urged againſt the pro- 
priety of it, fince it became a matter of public diſcuſſion, 
ſufficient to alter the opinion he at firſt conceived. But hay- 
ing learned that a noble Lord in the other Houſe Lord No b 
who was governed by the ſame reaſons, finding that they 
not ſtrike ſeveral gentlemen in the ſame light, was now pro- 
| bably moving a bill of indemnity, for the purpoſe of diſpell- 
ing all apprehenſions; and as that would of courſe meet the 
ideas of the noble Lords on the other ſide, he muſt be under 
the neceſſity of moving the previous queſtion. He knew, 
he ſaid, how unfavourable to the full debate and diſcuſſion of 
queſtions of importance, this mode of proceeding was deem- 
ed; yet, he believed, when the motives he now alledged 
were attended to with candour, he would appear fully juſtified 
in the opinion of every part of the Houſe, His Lordſhip re- 
ſorted to a variety of other arguments in defence of the mea- 
ſure, particularly on the e of expediency, and the urgent 
neceſſity there was for adopting it, in order that the troops which 
the Hanoverians were intended to replace might return to this 
kingdom, ſo as to forward the neceſſary embarkations for 

America early in the ſpring. He obſerved, that the fears 

- ſuggeſted by the noble Duke were ill founded; for ſtill there 

would be a conſiderable force, compoſed of Britiſh troops, re- 

main in the. garriſons ; in the proportion at leaſt of 1400 to 

1900 in one fortreſs, and 600 to goo in the other. In ſhort, 

his Lordſhip defended the meaſure, on its being legal, con- 
ſtitutional, and expedient, | 3 Th 

| f | 0 
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The Earl Talbot ſpoke a conſiderable time againſt the Eu Taker. 

impropriety of the act of indemnity, alluded to by the laſt 
noble Lord who ſpoke. He ſaid, he had never heard it fo 
much as aſſerted, that an act of indemnity anſwered any other 
purpoſe, than to ſecure the adviſers of meaſures againft pri- 
vate actions, ariſing from damages ſuſtained by perſonal con- 
tracts. Such were the caſes relative to the importation of 
hides, and ſtopping the ports in the year 1766, to prevent 
the exportation of corn. As to the law declaring thoſe rights, 
in fo warmly contended for by the noble Duke, it could not 
iti-¶ admit of a ground for an impeachment, becauſe that law ſtated 
in nothing as deſcribing any particular ſpecies of offence, nor 
do- conſequently annexed no puniſhment. In his opinion, there- 
the fore, a bill of indemnity could not apply, becauſe the mea- 
af. ſure, if at all illegal, which he was convinced it was not, call- 
and ed for no protection againft either impeachment or private 
ts; actions. | 
the The Duke of Grafton began with exprefling his aſtoniſh- Duke of 
ro- ment, that any Lord in that Houſe, any real friend to his Sten. 
on, country, any man who loved the conſtitution he was born 
av- under, could employ his time in commenting on the letter, and 
b explaining away the ſpirit of that great bulwark of the con- 

ſtitution, the bill of rights ; that law, which as it were cir- 
ro- WF cumſcribed within it the laws and liberties of the people of 
ell. England. He ſhould not, he ſaid, enter into the quibbles ot 
the diftinftions of Weſtminſter-hall, or weigh each word and ſen- 
der tence to ſee what was its diſtinct, legal, or grammatical import. 
W. No; he ſhould appeal to the ſpirit, the intention, of that 
| of new Magna Charta, that claim of old rights, newly aſcer- 
m- fained, the manifeſt purpoſe for which it was framed, the 
ze coexiſting circumſtances that gave it being on the part of an 
ed oppreſſed people: ſhould look upon it in the light of a ſolemn 
re- ¶ contract, entered into between the people and their newly 
ea · ¶ elected ſovereign; a compact meant to be binding on their 
ent reſpective poſterity and ſucceſſors. Whenever that ſacred 
ich Palladium was taken away, at that inſtant he would be bold 
his to affirm, the laws, conſtitution, and liberties of England 
for I would be annihilated. His Grace next proceeded to recount 

the particular circumſtances, previous to the reſolution, which 
made ſuch a declaration neceſſary at that period; and adduced 
ſeveral very cogent arguments to ſhew that James the Second, 
had he been politic enough to accede to ſuch a declaration, 
might with leſs noiſe and infinitely more ſafety, have effected 
his purpoſes, than he could have done by any other means; 
for had the letter of the law been ſtretched in one inſtance, the 

| ſpirit 


- 
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ſpirit explained away in another, the buſineſs would have 
been executed without riſque or danger. He could not help 
obſerving, that the arguments urged by the Lords on the other 
ſide, if puſhed to their full extent, would go much farther 
than perhaps they choſe at preſent to avow, Certainly, if, 
< within the kingdom,” did not comprehend the poſſeſſions 
of England, foreign troops, to any number, and on any oc. 
caſion, might be legally introduced into Scotland; for the 
argument went fairly to this, Scotland being not within the 
kingdom at the time the bill of rights was paſſed, foreign 

troops may be introduced, and kept on foot there, without 
conſent of Parliament. His Grace remarked,,that ſuch opi- 
nions being entertained by great numbers in both Houſes of 

Parliament, was not what ſunk ſo deeply into his mind; but 
when he heard a noble Lord, high in office, Lord Rochford] 
one of his Majeſty's ſecretaries of ſtate, one of his confiden- 
tial ſervants, high in his fayour, and having the ear of his ſo- 
vereign, avow ſuch ſentiments, he confeſſed he was ſtruck with 
aſtoniſhment and grzef, leſt ſuch dangerous doctrines may 
have made an impreſſion on the beſt of minds, unfavourable 
to the liberties and peace of his ſubjects: yet in the midf 
of his anxiety on this account, he was rejoiced to hear from 
his Lordſhip, that the noble Lord in the other Houſe, and 
his brethren in this, meant to bring in and ſupport a bill 
for the purpoſe of removing the apprehenſions, and diſpelling 
the jealouſies produced by fo unpopular and unconftitutional 
a meaſure. If this was to be the caſe, he would, for his part, 
accept of it, and would wiſh to poſtpone the motion before 
their Lordſhips, though he muſt ſtill continue to feel for the 
great intereſts of the nation, while on ſo critical and tremen- 
dous an occaſion, at the very eve of a conteſt, which, in all 
probability, muſt for ever decide on the glory, honour, in- 
tereſt, external greatneſs, and internal happineſs and proſpe- 
rity ; the perſons to whom his Majeſty was pleaſed to com- 
mit the government of his kingdoms had obſerved a moſt cri- 
minal filence, reſpecting their great line of conduct in the fu- 
ture progreſs of this very weighty and important buſineſs, 
His Grace likewiſe remarked, in anſwer to ſomething which 
dropped from the two noble Lords who oppoſed the motion 
relative to the legality of augmenting the ſtanding forces in 
any part of the Britiſh dominions out of this kingdom, that 
when be had the honour to preſide at-the treaſury, and to be 
one of his Majeſty's adviſers in the year 1 768, on the aug- 
mentation of the troops on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, from 12 
to 15,000 men, he applied to the firſt law officer of the uy 
| 8 
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at that time, whether the meaſure would be juſtifiable in 

oint of legality, as it was repugnant to the diſbanding act 
of William the Third, which provided that the ſtanding mili- 
tary force in England ſhould not exceed 7000-men, nor in Ire- 
land 12, ooo in time of peace; but that able man gave his 
opinion, that the propoſed augmentation of the Iriſh troops 
would require an act of Parliament for its aid. If ſuch was 
the caution of the minifters of that day, if ſuch was the 
opinion of the firſt law officer, what ſhall we * to the pre- 
ſent, where I will venture to maintain, every ſanction or apo- 
Jogy is wanting? His Grace wiſhed, before he ſat down, to 
know from the miniſters, whether the firſt law officer of the 


crown, for whoſe abilities and integrity he entertained the | 


* * opinion, had been previouſly conſulted? 


31 


he Earl of Rochferd, in reply, denied that he gave any Earl of 
aſſurance that the noble Lord in the other Houſe would move Rechferd. 


a bill of indemnity ; or that he and his brethren in office 
would ſuport it in this, if he did. All he meant, he aſſured 
their Lordſhips, was, that probably the noble Lord who pre- 
ſides at the treaſury-board might, to quiet the ill- founded 
fears of the country gentlemen, move ſome propoffton, or per- 
haps the bill of indemnity itſelf ; but whatever meaſures thoſe 
fears might give birth to, he would now, as he had done be- 
fore, put in his claim to be underſtood, that he did not think 
there was any thing illegal or unconſtitutional ia bringing 
the Hanoverian troops into the fortreſſes of Gibraltar and Port 
Mahon, under the circumſtances which ſuggeſted the mea- 
ſure. He ſaid he was at a loſs to know what the noble Duke 


meant by the charge of criminal ſilence made on him and the 
reſt of the noble lords to whom his Majeſty 
the immediate conduct of public affairs. 


had committed 
| Surely his Grace 
did not intend that they ſhould come to that Houſe, and lay 
before it all their private information, produce a lift of the 


names of thoſe who gave it, and enter into a detail of every 
ſep intended to be taken, and every operation meant to be car- 


ried into execution, ſhould America perſiſt to the fatal extre- 
mity of compelling this country ultimately to have recourſe to 


 ecercive meaſures. This, his Lordſhipobſerved, would indeed 
be as great an act of folly and abſurdity as any attributed to 
them by their adverſaries, throughout the whole of their mini- 


ſterial arran gements. 


Duke put upon the noble Earl's words. 


rather 


The Lord Lyttelton roſe, to ſupport the ſenſe the noble La. Lites. 
He faid, it wag” 

in his recollection, he was ſure it was in the recollection 
of every noble Lord in that Houſe, that the reaſon, or. 


rr 
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| rather the apology the noble Earl in office made to that 
Houſe, for putting the previous queſtion on a motion of 
ſuch ſingular importance, was, that a noble Lord, high 
in office, in the other Houſe, intended this day to make 
a motion for leave to bring in a bill of indemnity, in or. 
der to obviate and remove the apprehenſions of the country 
gentlemen. If then the noble Earl meant to retract, or ex. 
plain away his words, he would be bold to ſay, that the pre. 
ſent motion would meet with much ſtronger ſupport than his 
Lordſhip was aware of: on the other hand, if the noble Lords 
in office would ſpeak out, and pledge themſelves that ſuch a 
quieting meaſure was meant to be carried into execution, for 
his part, he was one that would, on the preſent very critical 
occaſion, prefer a bill of indemnity to a vote of cenſure on 
the adviſers of the meaſure. The arguments moved by the 
noble Earl who moved the previous queſtion, and by the other 
noble Earl who ſupported him in opinion, afforded matter of 
equal ſurprize and alarm. Their Lordſhips ſay, the only ſe- 
curity the people of England have againſt being governed by 
a ſtanding army, is the bill of rights ; that the bill of rights 
only applies in ſuch inſtances, and to ſuch particular purpoſes. 
What then, ſays his Lordſhip, is the glorious Revolution, the 
only ſure foundation of all our liberties, the bill of rights, the 
compact entered into between the contracting parties at that 
_ glorious period, as well as the acknowledged ſenſe in which 
this modern Magna Charta has been received for nearly a cen- 
tury, to be at once done away by diſtinctions, diviſions, and ex- 
planations directly repugnant to the intentions of its original 
framers, to the ſpirit, to the letter, nay to both the legal and 
conſtitutional conſtruction ? I was willing to make every rea- 
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ſonable allowance; to grant ſomething for expediency, more 
for neceſſity ; in ſhort, I was willing to accede to the propriety 
of any thing, or every thing, which might be urged in juſtifi- 
.cation of the meaſure ; but that it was legal, or conſtitutional, 
that is a propoſition I can never aſſent to; that is a doctrine, 
as an Engliſhman, I will neyer endure. Though a young 


man, I am old enough to remember the conduct of a great 
miniſter, a ſteady friend to his country, I mean that of the 
Earl of Chatham, upon a ſimilar occaſion. His lordſhip ven- 
tured to call it ſimilar occaſion ; yet he believed, no noble 
lord in the Houſe, however ſanguine for the preſent ſy- 
ſtem of meaſures, would aſſert that the preſent urgency 
and neceflity came up to the one he was going to men- 
tion. It was in the very heat of the war, when required 
the men neceſſary to recruit our navy and army on an ave- 
rage from fifteen to twenty thouſand men annually, that e 
| grea 


great ſtateſman ſeeing, and very ſenſibly feeling the neceſſity 


1 of rk having recourſe to foreign levies, reſolved to raiſe a cer- 
eh ain number of foreigners to be employed in the American 
ake ar. His Lordſhip accordingly raiſed a German regiment, 


o conſiſt of four batallions ; but how did he carry this mea- 


try ¶ Jure into execution? Why, in the midſt of a war, the wideſt 
ex- n its extent, moſt intereſting in its conſequences, the greateſt 
pre. n its immediate importance, the heavieſt in point of expence; 
his When our coaſts were daily expected to be invaded by our na- 
rds tural, dangerous, and inveterate enemies; while the war even 
hn America was yet doubtful, if. not unpropitious, the Earl 


pf Chatham, inſtead of pleading the great, ſtrong, and juſti- 
able motives of neceſſity; inſtead of cavilling on this word, 


on or commenting on that, in the full ſpirit of the conſtitution, 
the Wn the full ſpirit of an Engliſhman, came to Parliament, to 
her pbtain its ſanction. And fo very careful: was that great man, 
of No tenacious of every thing which might be conſtrued into, the 
ſe· ¶ noſt trifling invaſion of the act of ſettlement, that he pro- 
by ured two remarkable clauſes to be inſerted in the act of Par- 
his Wiament, which enabled the crown to take thoſe Germans into 


pay ; the firſt providing that thoſe troops ſhould ſerve in Ame- 


the rica only; the other, that none of the foreign officers ſhould 
the ear commiſſions higher than that of lieutenant colonel, _ 
hat The Earl of Effingham not only diſapproved of the mea- Earl of 


lominions, but the employing them at-all in the preſent 
onteſt with America. He enumerated ſeveral very cogent 
eaſons why he thought ſuch a meaſure would be dangerous; 
put more particularly, when the operations of war would be 
df ſuch a nature as to bring them into the empire, if not into 
he kingdom, alluding to the report of 20,000 Ruſſians be- 


ety g taken into Britiſh pay, either to make war in America, 
-r to defend this country againſt any attack that might be 
al, ade by our foreign enemies near home. His Lordſhip next 
ne, {WE urned his thoughts to the motion: and after expatiating 


ng n its dangerous tendency and manifeſt illegality, animad- 
erted very pertinently 'on the danger of intruſting the care 
nd protection of two ſuch valuable fortreſſes" to the care of 


n- liens, who could never be ſuppoſed to be ſo warmly inte- 
ble eſted in their ſafety and defence as Engliſhmen, who, to the 
(y- WP vty and proweſs of ſoldiers, would always add the enthuſia- 


ic zeal of freemen and Engliſhmen, who felt themſelves 
ontending for nothing leſs than the grandeur, trade, com- 
erce, and naval power of their country. He added, as a 
orroborating circumſtance of the care and attention which 


Vol. IV. F | | ſhould 
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ure of bringing foreign troops into any part of the Britiſh Efngham. 
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Duke of 
Grafton. 


had it leſs in his thoughts to preſs the noble Earl LEA 


| Houſe, informed that Houſe, it was intended to augment 


wrong. FT ſpeak here, and would wifh to be underſtood, ſup 


flood will be our probable expences ; how the 
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mould always be paid by thoſe who had the concerns of thy 
kingdom under their direction, to this well known fact, that 
the commanding officer at St. Roque, or the Spaniſh lines, 
had it always in ſtrit and poſitive orders to ſeize and im. 
prove every poffible advantage, either by ſtratagem, open 
force, or ſurprize, for the recovery of Gibraltar. | 

The Duke of Grafton, in reply to ſomething which h 
faſten from two noble Lords in office, ſaid, he was too long 
converfant in buftnefs, and too well acquainted with the ne. 
ceſſtty of ſecreſy, to wiſh for any communications from hi 
Majeſty's fervants, which might probably ſubje& the perſon 
or properties of thoſe who gave, and perhaps continue ty 
give, the neceſſary informations on which perhaps plans of ei. 
ther hoſtility or conceſſion may be formed. He faid, he ſtil 


of Rochford] who 'ſo'pointedly animadverted on his charg 
of criminal lence, to declare what were the particular ſten 
meant to be purſued, or the ſpecific operations meant to be 
adopted: nothing he aſſured his Lordſhip was further fron 
his thoughts ; for that was not the fpecies of information he 
wanted. He had heard it generally reported, it had been 

iven out in the papers, and ſtated as a fact, that the nobl: 
Lad who has the conduct of the national buſineſs in the other 


our military force to ſeventy thouſand men, and a proportis- 
nable naval eſtabliſhment; or, as it was reported, to the ul. 
moſt extent; in ſhort, to ſtrain every nerve in fupport o 
this very favourite war. A filence therefore on his" ſub 
ject, while general meafures of coercion are fo warmly re: 
commended, is what I call criminal. We are hurried, of 
hurrying precipitately into meaſures of great extent and 
deep importance, without a ray of light to direct us in out 
progreſs, We hall ſit here and argue, day after day, on thi 
meaſures propofed, one by one, to our conſideration, whit 
we remain totally ignorant of the facts, by which alone mw 
can be enabled to judge whether we are acting right « 


pofing the general meaſure of coercion to be wiſe, expedient 
and in every reſpect juſtifiable. We neither know the for 
ces which are to reſiſt us, their numbers, | diſcipline, or m. 
fources. On the other hand, we are as ill informed of tit 
force we mean to employ againſt thoſe people, whether the) 
are in part to conſiſt of foreigners ; what is generally undet 

necefi ary ſup 
plies to carry on ſuch an unnatural war are to be raifed, * 


Fre 1 


* 


arms DEBATES. 3 
he whole, we are totally ignorant of every Single fein ne- 2 
neſſury to the proper determination of matters of ſuch high 


ine, nd weighty conſideration, points Which might lead us to 
im. N palance the expences, the inconveniencies,. the hazards of 
op ach an arduous undertaking againſt the claims of America; 


and on the Whole to coolly decide whether it would not be 


hal... ore wiſe, juſt, expedient, and magnanimous, to adopt con- 

long iliatory than coercive meaſures. It is only by ſuch means 
* as theſe, I ſpeak it with great deference, that we can be 
1 his 


nabled to diſcharge our duty ; it is only by ſuch a mode of 
proceeding, 1 am ſatisfied, it can be worth your Lordſhips 
while to attend your duty in this Houſe, with honour to your- 
elves or benefit to the nation. His Grace cloſed this expla- 


A BW ation, by ſaying, that by nothing he had hitherto offered, did 
Eue in the leaſt wiſh to abridge or impair the royal peroga- 
21 tive or authority of the crown; on the contrary, he always 
ſten 7as, and would continue, to carefully watch, as far as in 
o ehem lay, any encroachments on either ſide; the preſent po- 
fron BBW of introducing foreigners was, in his opinion, not a 


dower legally inherent in the crown; he ſhould therefore 85 
poſe it as zealouſly as he would any, which tended directly 


obe or indirect! to ſtrip it of any of its juſt nights. 

th Lord Viſcount Weymouth contended, that neither the let- Lord Viſ- 

— er nor {pirit of the bill of rights was by any means or in ou M- 
* ; 


any degree invaded by that paſſage in the King's ſpeech al- bn 


0 WW uded to by the motion of this day, much Jeſs violated. 
* hat, ſays his Lordſhip, are the words of that law? That 


no ſtanding army ſhall be kept on foot, without the conſent 
of Parliament, 4 time of _ within this kingdom. Was 
is the ſpirit and intention of this proviſion? Cerrainly chat 
no army ſhall be kept up, without the conſent of Parliament, 
at any time. I will appeal zo any noble Lord, at eicher 
de of the Houſe, if this be not perfectly conſonant both to the 


* letter and ſpirit of the act. Is it pretended that there * 
oy ſuch thing intended on the preſent occaſion ? In times 
fas pf moſt urgent neceſſity, during the receſs. of Parliament, a 


body of troops is called for, by a particular exigency, ariſing 
during that receſs, His Majeſty, as Elector of Hanover, 
urged by the moſt gracious motives, offers the wanted aid in 


| 1 one capacity, and accepts of it in another. Does ſuch an 
a mis cncroach on or defeat the bill of richts? Does it 
ad alert that any ſuch power is inherent in the crown? On the 


contrary, does it not; expreſsly, at leaſt impliedly, aſſert the 
very. reverſe, by ſubmitting the meaſure itſelf to the judgment 
ef Parliament ? So much, 1 believe, will ſuffice, as to the 
eines . ; 7 objection 


_ 
a—_ 
4 N ; 
* 
52 
[RS |! 
l Kt 
7 at 
! 
3 
i! US 
* ? 
i 1 
ij # 
1 Þ 
: * 
1 
h 1 
i . 
21 
Aj 
* 
l 4 
if $: 
* 1 
1 * 
0.4 
" q 
4 + 
41 
—_ 
1 
N 
1 
447 
1 9 
F i 
o P x 
. 4: * Ws 
4 
. 
9 
1 = . 
* 
I 
1 
14 34; 
iy . 
4 JR 
- 1 
If? 
45 1.4 
Is :& 
1 
1 Te £ 
- 13:4 
—_— 
18 © 
"x. 
a4 x 2 
+; ? G 
, 
i 
G 7; : 
2 
14. 
KF 
- 
\ i 
* 
4 * 
1 : 
. 
3-4 1 
oo 
F.1 3 
TT. 4 
1 He 
1.74.77 
3 B 
* 
* 8 
* 8 
v4 j 
1 1 
q. 
: © 4 
1 > 
.- 4 . 
N In 
117 + 
1 
1 
7 
Fs: 
7 
1 
14 4 - 
117 
$2 
14. 
= 3 
: =: 
14 3 
- : 
- 
: 
\ L 
18 25 
it's 
' $5 © 
1 


— 2 — — 
— 
r — — 


122 r 2 jo . ” 9 - pon - 
wo * bn — — — — 
—— „ „ BE ———— — 
ä —— 3 


wa 20 
2 2 — 7 
— — — — 
** 


bf > 33 cv 


— WBB 


— 


— cm 


— 
CIT II: 


_ 
_ _— > 
7 
— —ͤ— 


c within the kingdom,” and © in time of peace.“ Is there 


Kingdom, here, means all the dependencies and poſſeſſions of i g 


fairly confeſs, that the law, thus conſtrued, would be pro- 


raltar, to ſeize and improve it, ſo as, i 
gain the poſſeſſion of that important fortreſs. Now, for my 
-part, this piece of information, if to be depended on, ope- 


meaſure; becauſe it'ſhews how neceſſary it is to take care, 


in purfuance of this general military inſtruction. His Lord. 


Parliament, by the mere virtue of his royal authority; the 


_ thington] ſaid, in mitigation of ſuch a groſs violation of th 


a Ae of ps 
0 . do * — —— . « . - 
an - 4 — . Xx. 1 * * * * —_ F 
* — . 5 Pn, os 
Oe —— —ä4ñ̃— — —— ——— — 
* * 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. 17x, 
objeQtien of keeping up a ſtanding army without conſent of 
Parliament; and as to the legality, I will confeſs fairly, for 
my part, that I think the meaſure every way unexceptiona- 
ble, The law annexes theſe two poſitive conditions, 


a noble Lord preſent, who will gravely aſſert, that the word 


the crown of England? Or, if there be, is there a ſecond 
Lord, who will after, ſeriouſly contend, that the preſent is 
ſuch a time of peace as ties up the hands of the Sovereign 
from exerting thoſe powers intruſted to him for the protec- 
tion of every part of his dominions? If there be, I muſt 


ductive in ſome particular inſtances, not at all exceeding the 
bounds of probability, of evils, if poſſible, much more fatal i 
to the ſafety of this empire, than any imputed to the meaſure 
now fo loudly condemned. The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, 
informs us, that there is a conſtant ſtanding inſtruction to the 
commandant of the Spaniſh lines to be upon the look out, 
and whenever an opporunity offers, either by ſurprize, 
ftratagem, or the known weakneſs of the _ of  Giv- 

poſſible, to re- 


rates upon me in a very different manner from what it ha a 
on the noble Lord who imparted it; for it ſtrengthens me 
ſill more in 'my opinion, relative to the propriety of the 


that Gibraltar ſhould at all times be garriſoned in ſuch 4 
manner as to defeat any attempt there might be made on it; 


ſhip then turned his attention to the bill of indemnity which 
had been ſo often mentioned by ſeveral noble Lords in the 
courſe of the debate. He obſerved that a noble Duke, who 
ſpoke early, had expreſſed his ſurprize, that any noble Lord in 
adminiſtration could raiſe a ſingle objection to a bill of in- 
demnity: but he begged leave to remind his Grace, and 
call to the recollection of the Houſe, the conduct of ſome 
other noble Lords, when a bill of indemnity was offered, 
and at length forced on them, in the year 1766, for- ſtopping 
up the ports, to prevent the exportation of corn. Then his 
op 50 was made to juſtify the act of ſuſpending an act 


it was, that one noble Lord [ſuppoſed to be Lord Nor 


conſtitution 


A. 1775- DE DAT 8: © 

onſtitution and the laws, that at moſt the proclamation was 

Put a forty days tyranny ; it was then, that another noble 
Earl [Earl of Chatham] who was at that particular period 
uppoſed to have the conduct of the affairs of this country, 
argued ſtrenuouſly againſt the propriety or neceſſity of the bill, 
hough he at length conſented to it; and it was then ano- 
her noble Lord [ Lord Camden] high in office, contended to 
he very laſt, that the meaſure was juſtifiable, and refuſed to 

oncur in a vote for its paſſing, though frequently preſſed by 
is friends and brethren in office. EP 


of the adviſers of the meaſure for ſending Hanoverian troops © 


ro · ¶ oo take poſſeſſion of Gibraltar and Minorca. He denied any 
the or the leaſt intention of bringing the Ruſſians into Great- 
atal I ritain, nor was it, he ſaid, determined to employ them in 
ſure any manner; at the ſame time, if à neceſſity ſhould ariſe, 
aft, yhich he hoped would not, he could diſcover no impropriety 
the in employing them in the manner in which they might be 


endered moſt capable of co- operating and carrying into ex- 
cution the meaſures which the wiſdom of Parliament might 
deem neceſſary, in purſuit of the juſt exertion of its con- 


re- ſtitutional claims directed to the general intereſts of the 

my empire. | 

pe- The Lord Camden, preſſed the illegality of the meaſure Lord Cam- 
has hieh the noble Lords in office had ſo fully and repeatedly n. 


avowed their having advifed. He ſaid it was not neceſſary, 
In order to decide on a queſtion of ſuch high importance, to 
lend for a lawyer from Weſtminſter-hall, and produce him at 
their Lordſhips bar, with a label in his mouth, to declare 
what was the law of the land; for the law now under 
onſideration, he contended, was of a very different na- 
ture, and would admit in its interpreration of very few 
of the diſtinctions and technical modes of expoſition, which 
7ere found neceſſary to come at the true conſtruction of a 
matter of mere law.; yet even on that ground, if the queſ- 
jon was to be ſolely determined on it, he had not a ſingle 


and ¶Noubt but he ſhould be able, againſt its warmeſt adverſaries, 
ome” hether in private or public, to prove that it was one of 
red, he moſt clear and decifive points that ever had half an hour's 
ping WP 'gument ſpent on it, or indeed the cleareſt which chance, 
| his Pn orance, or obſtinacy, ever brought into legal controverſy. 


After elucidating, in the moſt ſatisfactory manner, the li- 


then eral and obvious meaning of the clauſe: in the bill of 
Lor chts; after adverting to the ſpirit of that law, as apply- 
the eng to the grievance which was then to be remedied ; 
tion e | | after 


The Earl of Dartmouth confeſſed, that he had been one Earl of 
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foreſeen, which fully juſtified a departure from the mere 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. 197%, 
after pointing out the true conſtruction of the letter and ſpi- 
rit united, as interpreted for a ſeries of almoſt ninety year, 
and during the reigns of four princes, beſides the. preſent, 
three of Whom were foreigners, no flight matter of conſide. 
ration, he drew this obvious concluſion, that no foreign 
troops could be brought into the dominions of the crown of 
Great-Britain, without the previous conſent of Parliament, 
His Lerdſhip obſerved, that diſtinctions had been made be. 
tween a time of peace and a time of war; but he was cer. 
tain, that neither the law nor any uſage juſtified any ſuch 
interpretation. It was true, that the word foreigners wa; 
not mentioned in the law; but would any one infer from 
that, that though it was not permitted to keep a ſtanding 
army of natives, it might be wiſe, conſtitutional and legal, 
to keep on foot a ſtanding army of foreigners? He faid he 
was aſhamed to dwell on ſuch puerile diſtinctions, were it 
not that ſuch great ſtreſs ſeemed to have bern laid on then 
by one or two Lords on the other ſide. He next entered in- 
to a view of the general queſtion ; and dwelt particularly upon 
two points. The firſt was, in relation to the charge made 
againſt him by the laſt noble Lord who fpake, relative to the 
bull of indemnity paſſed in 1766. His Lordſhip ſaid, that he 
always underſtood it to be a received maxim in politics, that the 

ifalus ponuli was the ſuprema lex; when, therefore, the then Lord 
Mayor of London informed the privy council that the crop 
of bread corn was extremely ſhort, not much-above a third 
of the annual conſumption, the calamity was univerſal and 
threatened.all Europe, and that conſequently every means 
would be uſed to drain the country of its ſcanty ſtock, 
fo as by ſuch means ito threaten a famine ; he thought, 
for his part, and ever would continue to think fo, that the 
maxim of ſalus populi ef? fuprema lex was never more applict- 
ble. —— — yn act of Parliament, but he 
was ſtill of opinion, with that great philoſopher Mr. Locke, 
that there were caſes of neceſſity, neither provided for no 


8998839 mm 1 n — 


jetter of the law. That was his opinion then; ſo much 
ſo, that he could never be prevailed on to think, that be 
wanted a bill of indemnity, that he wanted a pardon, fot 
concutrring with the reſt of his Majeſty's miniſters, in pre- 
venting the dreadful conſequences of a famine, perhaps 1 
ſaving the lives of ſome millions of his fellow- ſubjects; but 
what kind of affinity or ſimilarity there was On 
AA | oh, 1-5 - 1:21; een 


= - 
* * . 


; neceffity of that day and the neceſſity of this, was what he 
rs, could not poſſibly diſcover. Here it was only to give direc- 
it tions to have the troops ready to embark, to have the tranſ- 
e. Vorts in the harbour, to aſſemble Parliament a few days ear- 


lier, and to procure a vote of both Houſes, by way of addreſs 
to the throne, by which means every propoſed end would be 
ffectually anſwered : he doubted much if a ſingle day would 
be loſt, nay, he was convinced, the whole might be mana- 
ved in ſuch a manner, as to avoid the loſs of a fingle hour. 
» other matter he dwelt on was, the conſequences that 
ere to be dreaded, from the meaſures meant to be carried 
Into execution. Thoſe he feared would turn out to be ex- 
actly ſimilar to what happened to the Athenians, in theit 
onteſt with their colonies planted in the iſland of Sieily. 
Erhey were a great maritime nation, they planted colonies, 


* increaſed their riches, power and maritime ſtrength by 
_ is plantation, they grew at length mighty and overbearing, 
in. tannical to their dependencies, and jealous of liberty in any 
ort of the Athenian domintons, beyond the confines of At- 
e ica. They had triumphed over their neighbours, the re- 


public of Sparta, who were in ſome meaſure to them what 
France is to us, their ſuperior at land, and their continual 
wal in power and greatneſs. What was the conſequence ? 
ntoxicated with their increafe of power and opulence, they 
degan to oppreſs their colonies ; the colonies took arms; four 
generals of great note were ſent from Athens to fubdue 
hem ; the Athenians were defeated ; more troops were 
ent, reinforcement followed reinforcement ; at length they 


ans 
mm ere totally expelled that iſland ; not a general, nor ſcarce a 
ht, an, ever returned to relate the circumſtances of their ſuc- 
he eve defeats. © Thus, deprived of every foot of land they 
-> Poffeſſed in Sicily, and divided among themſelves, they ſhort- 
be after fell a prey to their ambitious and inveterate ene- 


nies, the rep ublic of Sparta. 


ere WE, - | 10 
ch lis country who flattered themſelves they would be ena- 
t he led thereby to force themſelves into power and office. Un- 


ortunately for both countries, thoſe incendiaries had been too 
uccelsfut, It was, therefore, neceſſary to convince ſuch 
nen, that they could draw no advantage from ſuch arts, by 
hich means thoſe deluſions would be diſpelled, by which 
he people of America had been unhappily miſled; or if they 
hould pertfnaciouſly adhere to their errors, they muſt be con- 
inoed, that no ſubject of the Britiſh empire, can appeal to 

any 


The earl of Denbigh infiſted, that it was not the miniſtry Far! ef 
at deceived or miſſed that Houſe; but it was a ſet of men in Dentigh 
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ſupporters were obliged to have recourſe to ſuch ſtale and 
flimſy aids, of keeping up a converſation when the point in 


obſerved that ſeveral noble Lords had aſſerted or had taken it 
for granted, that hiring foreigners was frequently practiſel 


How far this general aſſertion might apply, he would not 
pretend to determine; but this he would venture to uni- 
formly aſſert, that foreigners were never, upon any pre. 


Parliament, either by treaty or addreſs. It had been faid 


tion: but nothing could be more erroneous ;- for though the 
were not called over by an expreſs act of Parliament, either 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1775 
any other mode of deciſion, or be ſafe under any ſpecies of 
protection whatever, but ſuch as the laws and conſtitution 
afford. His Lordſhip entered very fully into the conſtrugion 
of that paragraph in the bill of rights which immediately 
applied to the queſtion before the Houſe ; and contended, 
that that paragraph by no means reached the preſent caſe, 
for neither Gibraltar nor Minorca could be ſaid to be deſcrib. 
ed in the words within the kingdom,” that phraſe mani. 
feſtly having a retroſpect to the very circumſtance which 
made it neceſſary to declare the ſenſe of the whole nation 
on the matter; namely, James the Second keeping up : 
ſtanding army, in time of peace, within the kingdom, with- 
out the conſent of Parliament.“ | "= = 
The Duke of Richmond obſerved, that it was uſual with 
the noble Lords in adminiſtration, when they found them- 
ſelves preſſed in argument, to fly to ſanctuary, to their uſual 
topic of imputing factious motives. to their antagoniſts, 
Such a conduc anſwered one end, that of drawing off the 
attention of their Lordſhips from the queſtion; but it wa 
however not without its advantages in a contrary. direction, 
for it ſhewed the diſpaſſionate part of the Houſe, that the ar- 
gument on every true, ſound, relative ground, was againſt 
them; was tacitly deſerted; when miniſters and their avowed 


debate had been virtually, nay actually deſerted. His Grace 


ſince the Revolution, nay ſometimes they had been brought 
into the kingdom without the previous conſent of Parliament. 


tence, brought into this kingdom without the conſent a 


early in the debate, that the Heſſians had been brought ore 
in 1745, without any. previous Parliamentary communica- 


then or in 1755, both Houſes conſented to it by an addre 
to the throne, in one inſtance ; and where that ſanction w 
wanting, by ſome exiſting treaty, ratified by Parliament. I 
to taking foreign troops into Britiſh pay, and afterwards p!*- 
vailing on Parliament to ratify ſuch engagements, that, his 


Grace obſerved, did not come up to the preſent point ; by 


* 


9, Nen allowing that to be the caſe, ſome of the noble er 
of ad many of the deſcendants of others of them, differec 
on {Widely upon the ſubject in the year 1742, when a body of 
on {W:noyerians was taken into Britiſh pay, and afterwards the 
iniſter came to Parliament to make good the engagement. 


| | 
£ dn that occaſion, there was a very remarkable and ſpirited 
ſe, Woteſt entered on ate ran Here his Grace, after read- 
ib. {bo part of the proteſt, read ſeveral of the names, among 


hich were thoſe of the Keeper of the privy-ſeal, Talbot, 
d ſeveral others. His Grace went beſides very fully into 
e queſtion at large, and cloſed his obſervations with this 
gument: The noble Lords on the other fide inſiſt that it 
competent to the King to raiſe and keep an army in time 
war, or rebellion, in any part of his dominions, previ- 
to the conſent of Parliament; that the paragraph in the 
|| of rights makes no diſtinction between an army of na- 
es and N ; and that there is at preſent a rebellion 


ts, America. Now I will draw my concluſion, as an inevi- 
the ble conſequence, from theſe premiſes, that the King of Great 
yas 


ritain may now, or at any future time, introduce into this 
ngdom direQly, either in time of war, or when there is 2 
ar- bellion in any part of this vaſt empire, any number of fo- 
gn mercenaries he pleaſes, without conſent of Parliament. 


rs, allowed that the fortreſſes of Gibraltar and Port Mahon 
re fairly within the ſpirit and meaning of the paragraph 
it the act of ſettlement, and that in the ſame ſenſe too he 
derſtood. it applied to foreigners, but to neither in the man- 
rnow contended for by the noble Lord who ſupported. the 


nt. WO ion, for if thoſe fortreſſes meant ar came within the de- 
not ription of “ within the kingdom,” ſo did America; conſe- 
ni- {ently America being now in rebellion, the operation of 


re- Ne bill of rights law muſt ceaſe till peace be reſtored; and 
; of WP that ground the meaſure of ſending the Hanoverian 8 
ad, Gibraltar and Minorca was perfectly juſtifiable, His 
we erdſhip declared that, with the reſt of the cabinet miniſters, 
ca- bad aſſiſted in adviſing the the meaſure. 


2 


The Lord Chancellor, deſerting what he called the quib- Lord Chan- 
es of Weſtminſter- hall, and the ſubtle diſtinctions of law- cellor. 


bey The Earl Gower followed the noble Lord on the woolfack BarlGewer, 


the ſame declaration, and entered into the conſideration 


eb American affairs. He ſaid it was ſtrongly inſiſted on the 
wa er ſide, that we ſhould never be able to coerce America. 


Was ſure we ſhould ; that_ was a fair argument. He ſaid 
it the noble Duke who ſpoke laſt read a long lift of names, 
his Vox. IV, h . G 2 ſup- 


— 
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ſuppoſing that the ſons and deſcendants of the noble Lo 
ho ſigned that proteſt ought to inherit the ſame politig 

ſentiments with their titles and fortunes, but he perceived H 
noble Duke's father's name was not among the'proteſter., wil 

ſhat his principles, of courſe, were very different from M 

ſon's; and that was another fair argument, His Lordi 

defended the whole of the meafures engrafted on the Kin 
ech. Ga | OY 

Farlof The Lord J/ycombe, (Fark of Shelburne.) The bill 

Shelburne. rights is declaratory. It ſuppoſes a law which can be fon 

in no written book or ſtatute whatever. It can only be loc 
ed for by recurring to its principle. The only princip 
that can be ſuggeſted is the danger to be apprehend 
keeping a ſtanding force without the conſent of Parliament 
To do this within the limits of the kingdom, and in tin 
of peace, is more dangerous and carfies with it Jeſs colourt 
neceſſity, To do the ſame in Ireland, Gibraltar, or any 
the dependencies of the kingdom, may be leſs dangeroy 
but will any man ſay, there is no danger? If there bed 
ger, the A rene of the degree can make no change int 
principle, nor in the law founded on it. It may be afl 
why was it not declared in this extent in the bill of right 
The letter of the law and the hiſtory of it, give the anf 
The Parliament was ſatisfied that K ing James had raiſel 
kept a force within the kingdom in time of peace; and th 
declaration of the law was naturally commenſurate to his 


olation of it. _ | JN 
It muſt be a ſtrange interpretation of that declaration toil” 
fer from it, that a conduct on the part of the crown whit 
under ſuch aggravating circumſtances was highly dangen 
as well as illegal, could in a cafe where the dafiger diſt 
only in the degree, be perfectly legal and innocent, 
wh a quarter paſt eight o'clock the Houſe divided uf 
the previous queſtion. Contents 31, and 1 proxy; Ni 
- Fontents. 53, and 22 proxies. 1 ane ITY 


a Adjourned to November 3. 1 
November 3. 
Private buſineſs. a e ys 
_ Adjourned to Noyember 6. | _ 
Private buſineſs. | 
The Earl of Dartmouth laid before the Houſe (by his! 


jeſty's command) a paper, intituled, copy of the petitidl 
dhe congrels to the King, delivered to the Earl of Di 
: nad = -- ll 


A r1 5 
Na 1775 Movenber 7. 


er, purporting to be a petition to the King from the twelve 
American colonies, united in congreſs, ſigned by John Han- 
ock as preſident, and counterſigned by the reſpect ive dele- 
ates of each province. | 


night ariſe in the courſe of the day's debate, whether or not 
be paper now read was genuine, he urged the propriety of 
þ alling that gentleman to authenticate it, as he underſtood 


8 171 — 2 . ' SIG , 
bat the petition was delivered by him into the hands of one of 
ou is Majeſty's ſecretaries of ſtate. 


uſly, He ſaid ſuch a motion was 


itneſſes were examined at their Lordſhips bar, notice was 
ways previouſly given, and a motion made in purſuance of 
hat notice; nor did he, ſince his fitſt acquaintance with Par- 
jament, ever recollect an inſtance of a witneſs being ſud- 
lenly called to be examined, without the formalities he had 
ſt mentioned. For his part, that was his leading objec- 
on, though he ſuſpected the noble Duke who made the mo- 


or information relative to the matter contained in the paper, 
s well as to authenticate it, x . 


icions were created by acts, which it was preſumed the actor 
7ould be defirous to conceal, That could not however be 
ecaſe on the preſent occaſion for allowing the noble Zord's 
uſpicions to be well founded, he ſaw nothing in ſuch a pro- 
edure of which he need be aſhamed. He confelſed he ſhould, 
Mr Penn was examined at their Lordſhip's bar, be deſir- 
dus to learn from that gentleman, what he knew relative to 
he general ſtate of America, preſuming no perſon was bet- 


14. 2 4 


"4 


age 158, _—_ 


G 2 +" 


* This petition is inſerted in the Remembrancet Vol, 2. 


outh, by Meſſrs. Penn and Lee, on the firſt of Septem- 


The order of the day for taking into conſideration a pa- : 


ion meant to employ it to very different purpoſes, to fiſh 


The Duke of Richmond replied, that he did not well un- Duke of 
erſtand what the noble Earl meant by the word 100575 3 ſuſ- Richmond. 
e 


43 


The Duke of Richmond, as ſoon as the clerk had read the Duke of 
Eu etition, roſe and obſerved, that he now ſaw Mr. Penn, Richmond. 
overnor of Penſylvania, below the bar, and ſome doubt 


The Earl of Sandwich oppoſed this propoſition very ſtrenu- Earl of 
firecy contrary to the Serdwich, 
onſtant mode of proceedings adopted by that Houſes When 
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ter qualified nor none would give it with greatercandour 
and impartiality, | 
The Earl of Dartmouth ſaid, that ſuch a precedent wa 
now propoſed to be eſtabliſhed by the noble Duke as would, 
in all probability, if carried, be deſtructive of all order, Re. 
ſides, he begged leave to remind the noble Duke, that the 
very grounds on which it was ſtated, that of authenticating 
the petition, ſhewed there was no neceſſity for complying with 
the motion ; for he acknowledged the receipt of ſuch a peti. 
tion from Mr. Penn, and believed himſelf, and made no 
doubt but all their Lordſhip's were perfectly of the ſame opi. 


nion, that the paper was genuine, 


Lord Camden expreſſed his ſurpriſe that any Lord in tha 


Houſe could poſfibly oppoſe the preſent motion, for without 


debating the point of order, which he was convinced fully 
authorized the propriety of the motion, he ſhould be glad to 
know what objections the noble Lords in adminiftration hal 


to it. He was ſure it was out of their power to object to it, 


Duke of 


Far! of 
Dartmouth. 


Duke of 


Richmond . 


on any reaſonable ground; ſince that was the caſe, he hope 
their Lordſhips would agree to the motion. 
The Duke of Richmond, in reply to what had fallen fron 
Lord Dartmouth, obſerved, that however well ſatisfied the 
noble Earl and his friends might be that the petition wa 
nuine, yet he thought the formality of authenticating it 
ame highly neceſſary, when it was known that Mr, Penn 
did not receive the petition immediately from the hands of the 
delegates; it having been ſent after him to England, in order 
to be preſented in the manner before deſcribed. He urge 
further, that the petition being ſigned by the perſons afſem- 
bled in congreſs, in his opinion it would be very proper, that 
Mr. Penn, who was acquainted with the hand-writing of 


thoſe perſons, ſhould be called to prove it. 


The Earl of Dartmouth replied, that if that was the 


main purpoſe for which Mr. Penn was to be called, his exi- 


mination would anſwer no end whatever; the paper lying on 
the table being nothing more than a copy of an original in 
his office. | 

The Duke of Richmond inſiſted ſtill, that Mr. Penn's ex 
amination would be equally proper, whether the original pa- 
per was immediately before the Houſe, or in his Lordſhip 
office ; for when that gentleman came to be examined at the 
bar, all that would be defired from him was, to know if the 
paper delivered by him to the noble Lord at the head of the 
American department, was really figned by the perſons whole 


names 


8 — — — 3 


— — ops — © te 


2 


= 0) wy — © 2 am, wma (> 


BY had Ä wy $9 


w_. 
B 1— 


names were thereunto an::exed ; that fact once aſcertained, the 
proof would be compleat, as their Lordſhips would be then 
ſatisfied, that the copy now read was a faithful one, by the 
alſyrances given by the noble Lord who had the original in 
his poſleſſion. | 0 


numerous inconveniencies that muſt ariſe, if the preſent mo- 
tion ſhould be carried, and eſtabliſned into a precedent on fu- 
ture occaſions. He ſaid, if their Lordſhips, When ſummoned 
to deliberate and debate on any important queſtion, ſhould be 
ſurprized by extraneous matter, and witneſſes called to the 
bar to be examined, on points which might introduce other ſub- 
jects into diſcuſſion, it would at once deſtroy that order and 
gravity, for which their uſual courſe of proceeding was known 


Il; BY fo eminently to excel; in ſhort, it would create that kind of 
to Wi confulion and uncertainty, which, wherever it prevails, is 
a ſo derogatory to the wiſdom and diſpatch of buſineſs, in a 
It, deliberative aſſembly, As for the other part of the precedent, 
ei that of calling for viva voce proof, to authenticate petitions 

preſented to their Lordſhips, it was a matter he would never 
om WF aflent to; becauſe, in his opinion, ſuch a condition would be 
the WF intolerable, and in many caſes impracticable; for it would 
vs WW amount to this, that every petition, from any part of the em- 
z it WF pire, which ſhould in Ae be preſented to that Houſe, 
nn whether from the moſt diſtant part of the kingdom, from 
the WWW Ireland, America, or the Eaſt Indies, muſt be authenticated 
der by evidence at their Lordſhips bar, in ſome inſtances to au- 


thentieate its contents, and in others to prove the hand-writ- 


hat hip was however of opinion, that although it would not be 
; of proper to examine Mr. Penn, in the manner now moved for, 
it was competent for any Lord in that Houſe, upon due no- 
tice previouſly given, to call for any perſon or perſons who he 
might imagine would impart ſuch lights as promiſed to lead 


his motion, | 

that it was contrary to the uſual mode of proceeding in that 
Houſe, and woutd eſtabliſh a precedent which might in future 
deliberative, or judicial capacities, in the way of petition, he 
h«ped would be ſatisfied, when he aſſured them, that no queſ- 


tion was intended to be put to Mr. Penn, on which he did not 


might 


ing of the perſons who may be ſuppoſed to ſign it. His Lord- 


to an elucidation of the ſubject on which he meant to frame 


be an impediment to applications to them, in their legiſlative, 


lelire it to be previouſly underitood, that any noble Lord 


45 


Lord Lyttelton ſpoke chiefly to the point of order, and the you Ei- 


The Duke of Richmond obſerved, that the noble Lords Duke of 


who declared themſelves adverſe to the motion, on the ground Richmond 


\ 
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might be at liberty to riſe and object to it. He aid, that 
from matters which had fallen from 3 noble Lords, in the 
courſe of the debate, and the great unwillingneſs ſome of 
them had ſhewen to have Mr. Penn examined, made him feel 
the urgent neceſſity of ſuch a propoſed examination; be- 


cauſe it proved, beyond queſtion, that they dreaded the con. 
ſequences of ſuch an enquiry, as mortally fatal to the mea.. 


ſures they were now hurrying the Parliament and the nation 
to blindl, and inconſiderately adopt. For his part, he had not 
the honour of being perſonally acquainted with Mr. Penn; 
but, from the gentleman's religion, the great intereſt he had 
in the event of the preſent unhappy diſputes with America, 
and as proprietor of one of the richeſt provinces of that con- 
tinent, he knew no man who, from religious principles, poli. 
tical moderation, immediate intereſt, and thorough knowledge 
of the diſpoſitions of the people of that country, who would 
be more likely to give that ſort of information, which the 
Houſe ought to wiſh to obtain, and which every true lover of 
his country, he was confident, would endeavour to trace to 
its moſt remote ſources. 

The Duke of Grafton, rejecting the mere matter of order, 
as unworthy of their Lordſhips conſideration, ſaid, he was 
extremely ſorry to obſerve ſuch a conduct purſued on the 
other fide of the Houſe. The noble Duke who made the mo- 
tion had preſſed it with all imaginable candour ; he had even 
gone ſo far as to promiſe for himſelf, and in ſome meaſure 
pledged the good faith of his friends, that if any queſtion, 
which ſhould in the courſe of the propoſed examination ſeem 
to be improper, an unconditional objection from any noble 
Lord would be deemed ſufficient reaſon for his Grace to de- 
fiſt. The averſion to any mode of enquiry, and the fixed 
reſolution to reje every kind of information which might 
promiſe to lead to the knowledge of the ſtate of that coun- 
try, manifefted this day, ſuggeſted to him very ſtrong fears; 
fears that the ſame fatal meaſures which directed the counſels 
of laſt year, were determined ſtill to be purſued. He faid he 
was very much ſurprized to hear the very ſame language 
adopted on the preſent occaſion, though the ruinous and fatal 


conſequences, which were produced by the ſame arguments, 


and the ſame miſtaken counſels of laſt ſeſſion, were at this 
inſtant now ſo ſenſibly felt. Another reaſon for the pro- 
poſed examination, and which, he flattered himſelf, when 
the circumſtances were recalled to their Lordſhips minds, 
would have a proper weight with adminiſtration, was, the 


declaration of. a noble Lord, high in office, [Lord _ ] 
who 


% , OT EG To 


' Op 


A. 1775. Es BATS A 

who on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, ingenuouſly owned he 
had been deceived, and attributed all the miſcariages of the laſt 
ſummer, and all the evils which now ſeem to be ſuſpended over 
the head of this devoted country, to a want of full and ge- 
nuine information. Such then being the calc, as ſtated by 
one noble Lord, and confirmed by almoſt every one who ſpoke 
on the ſame ſide ; and ſuch being the evidence propoſed this 
day to be given at your Lordſhip's bar; how is it poſſible, fays 
his Grace, that your Lordſhips can heſitate an inſtant on the 
choice, though experience had not taught you the neceſſity 
of ſuch an enquiry 2 But when experience has taught you 
the fatal conſequences 'of your former miſtakes, how 1s it 
poſſible that your Lordſhips can refute the aid of the lights 


li now offered to be held out to you ? 
ge Earl Gower faid, it was unparliamentary, and extremely Earl Gezver. 
ud improper, to refer to any words ſpoken in a former debate, 


* particularly on a different queſtion. He was however glad 
of an opportunity of explaining a matter which had been in- 
" duſtriouſly propagated and miſrepreſented without doors, as 
if his words had imported an actual deſigned deceit put upon 
him, with intent to miſlead adminiſtration. Nothing, he ſo- 
lemnly affirmed, was farther from his thoughts: when he 
ſaid he had been deceived, he meant, that thoſe on whoſe in- 
formations and reaſonings adminiſtration reſted, had them- 
ſelves been miſinformed in point of fact; or, in reaſoning on 
the fact ſo repreſented, had been miſtaken in their concluſions. 
This was the utmoſt extent his ſaying he was deceived went 
to; and he would venture to appeal to their Lordſhips, if 
there was any thing more difficult than to reaſon on the ſtate 
and diſpoſition of a country. It was matter of opinion on 
either ſide, in which every man was more or leſs liable to err; 
when, therefore, he ſaid he was deceived, he begged their 
Lordſhips to underſtand him in the ſenſe he had now explained 
himſelf, and in no other. He faid the noble Duke near the 
woolſack, the Duke of Grafton, had thrown-out another infi- 
nuation directly contrary to the former, at leaſt in conſe- 
quence ; that his Grace had aſſerted, their Lordſhips had been 
made to decide on their mutilated and garbled accounts, which 
was, in fact, ſaying, that adminiſtration had intelligence, 
but purpoſely held it back. He would appeal to the can- 
dour and recollection of the noble Duke, if, on a former oc- 
caſion, [the laſt debate] he did not himſelf condemn the im- 
Propriety of laying the information before the Houſe, in the 
exact ſtate it was received; when probably ſuch a condu&t 
We” | would 
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Duke of 
Rici mond. 


Earl of Ef- | ; | 
Jngham. given up the point of order, he was perfectly ſatisfied that 


would venture to affirm in which it was never more impro- 
perly applied; for adminiſtration had all along laid every ne- r 
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would be productive of ſo many fatal conſequences, no lej 
than endangering the lives and properties of thoſe, whether 
Engliſhmen or natives, who have, through this conteſt, been 
the profeſſed and ſteady friends of this country. The word 
garbied therefore, as applied to the conduct of admini. 
titration, was, in his opinion, a very improper word. Gar- 
bled, according to its utual reception, particularly as applied 
here, meant an omiſſion of every thing which might inform 
their Lordſhips properly on the ſubject; and bringing for- 
ward only ſuch parts of the information as would anſwer the 
particular purpoſe of thoſe who had an intereſt in ſuppreſ. 
ing the real ſenſe of the writer or informant. This he un- 
derſtood to be the true import of the word garble; a ſenſe he 


ceſſary information before their Lordthips, and held back 
only that part which related to matters of mere private con- 
fideration, or where a diſcloſure of facts and circumſtan- 
ces might endanger the perſonal ſafety or property of the 
perſons concerned. On thoſe general grounds, as immedi- 
ately applying to the queſtion before their Lordſhips, he was 
very unwilling that Mr. Penn ſhould be examined; but up- 
on none more, than that his evidence might probably affed 
his own intereſts in America. It might create prejudices 
againſt him of a moſt fatal tendency, He was perfectly fa- 
tisfied of the impartial, candid diſpoſition of that gentleman; 
yet if it ſhould appear that he had formed his opinion on 
the other fide of the queſtion, if any motion was to be made 
in conſequence of thoſe opinions, it would be neceilary to 
call other evidence, before their Lordſhips could come to 2 
determination ; therefore taking it in either light, he did not 
ſee what good purpoſe Mr. Penn's examination could anfwer, 
or to what end it was ultimately directed. 

The Duke of Richmond changed his ground; he faid, if 
the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt meant ſeriouſly to go in to the 
enquiry, and would pledge himſelf to the Houle that he would 
do to, he was very willing, on fo importamt a conſideration, 
to give up his motion for Mr. Penn's examination, and reſt 
on that aſſurance, that an enquiry would be ſet on foot, in 
order to come at that ſpecies of information, ſo neceſſary to 
direct the progreſs of their future proceedings. . 

The Earl of Eng ham, obſerved though the noble Dake had 


moſt, if not all, the witneſſes examined relative the wt 


6 K. 177 D E B AT Es. 

cr in of laſt ſeſſion, were examined without any previous no- 

en ice whatever being given. | 3 I 

rd Lord Viſcount Weymouth ſaid, he never knew an inſtance Lord vit 


Us 


f Parliament to do ſo; and that a deviation from that rule 
dow, would open a ſource of confuſion and diforder in future, 
hich it was the duty of every Lord in that Houſe to do all in 
is power to prevent. But the main = nt, and that he would 
iſh to principally preſs on their Lordſhips, was, that if 
r. Penn was called to the bar and examined, it would have 
is effect, that after his evidence had been received, the 
oble Duke who called for the paper, would probably frame 
dme motion on the information then given, by which means, 
t that be what it might, the Houſe would be led of courſe 
> come to ſome reſolution, ariſing from what they had then 
eard. No man had a higher opinion of Mr. Penn's im- 
rtiality than he had, but, ſtill, whatever he might impart 
d the Houſe, either by way of information or otherwiſe, 
ould be but the opinion and information of one man, who, 
ever reſpectable, could not be fuppoſed every way. com- 
tent to decide, ſo as to govern the determination of that 
Jouſe upon a ſubject of ſuch great and ſingular importance. 
le would therefore ſubmit it to the noble Duke, if it would 
ot be much properer to withdraw his motion for the preſent, 
d appoint ſome future day for the diſcuſſion of a fubje& of 
ich magnitude, on which other perſons converſant. in the 
eſent ſituation of America might be ordered to. attend and be 
xamined at the fame time with Mr. Penn, ſo that the whole 
the information' might be received and judged of toge- 
der, , | 9 


Er, that he had ſome motion, directed to ſome particular ob- 
c, to propoſe, That, he ſaid, was his intention on the pre- 

t occaſion; but as the noble Viſcount who had ſpoken laſt, 
dd preſſed the impropriety of reſting entirely on Mr. Penn's 
idence, he was very willing to have that gentfeman exa- 
med for the preſent, and to poſtpone his motion till the 
xt day. This he prefumed would compleatly obviate the 
ble Lord's objection aginſt coming to any ſudden reſolution, 
rely on the information now defired, as WE 


_— r th 


Vor. IV, H noble 


chere a witneſs was called ſuddenly to the bar, without pre- count M- 
ous notice; that it had been the conſtant eſtabliſhed uſage *. 


The Duke of Richmond replied, that it was always under- Duke of 
00d, when any noble Lord in that Houſe moved for a pa- Nicbmond. 


Lord Viſcount Townſhend inſiſted, that it was impoffible to Ld. viſcount 
mit Mr. Penn to be examined on any ground offered by the Townſend, 
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Duke of 
Grafton. 


noble Duke. He aſſured their Lordſhips, though he objeg 


to ground a motion on; becauſe, be his information everf 


dual. 


ſhould be expected from him, the ſame apology would apyly 


is this, but giving us to underſtand, that we muſt remain: 


. ideration, endeavour to obtain lights in this buſineſs, thi 
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to Mr. Penn's examination, he did not mean to impute ty 
{ſmalleſt degree of partiality to that gentleman : his evidenc 
however, muſt be very improper, as laying a foundatin 


impartial. and well ſelected, it would ſtill be no more than t 
limited knowledge or particular opinions of a fingle indi, 


The Duke of Grafton role a ſecond time, and lamented i 
the moſt pathetic terms the fixed determination that had i 
the courſe of the debate ſhewn itſelf among the ſeveral men, 
bers of adminiſtration, to ſhut out every ſpecies of informal 
tion, and to ruſh headlong on their own ruin; and whit 
was much worſe, probably to hurry on the ruin and deftrue 
tion of the nation. His Grace obſerved, that a noble Lot 
high in office | Lord Gower ſeemed unwilling to conleninff 
examine Mr, Penn, on the idea that it might affect his priru 
intereſt, or that his evidence might affect perſons now i 
America, He underſtood general Gage was daily expect 
home to this country, and he preſumed, if any informatia 


his evidence might, nay it muſt affect perſons in America, in 
there the ſcene is laid, there the perſons immediately concert 
ed reſide. What is this, adds his Grace, but very plainly tellin 
us, that we are to have no information at all? for I w 
venture to contend, that if the preſent motion be rejected a 
the ground now urged, that no motion of a fimilar natur 
reſpecting the affairs of America, can poſſibly ſucceed, W 


the brink of that precipice, on which every loverof his countn 
every true Engliſhman, ſtands trembling and waiting the li 
ſtant in which the fate of his country ſhall be irrecoverably decid 
ed, and whither, I may add, he has been led blindfolded or co 
pelled to grope his way? Are we then to truſt to the {and 
aſſurances by which one noble Lord was deceived, or ſhi 
we, like men who prefer the call of duty. ta every other cal 


have hitherto been denied us? For my part, though I havetl 
misfortune to differ from the noble Lords in office, I am fi 
open to conviction. I have been informed of /ome thing 
have heard a great deal, and have, according to the light 
have been able to obtain, formed an opinion; but I frank 


declare, that on being better informed, I ſhould gladly en 
bracg the truth, I know no man better calculated to tell jt 


u 


than the gentleman whoſe examination 13 now moved for: for 
beſides his known diſpoſition to candour and impartiality, he 
0c nas every poſſible inducement to reveal it; and not one ſin- 

ale motive for ſupreſſing or ee Let me there- 
ore entreat, nay ſupplicate the noble Lords in adminiſtra- 
tion to agree to the motion: on this point ſurely, there ſhould 
not be a ſecond opinion in this Houſe. If your Lordſhips 
mean ſeriouſly, and will tell us fairly, that you have infor- 
mation to lay before the Houſe, and will fix a time for ſub- 

itting it to our conſideration, I ſhall wait with pleaſure, 
and rely in full confidence, on the faith of ſuch an aſſurance. 
If, on the other hand, you tell us you have no information 
of your own, and that you are determined to reject all other, 
"Wowever important in its nature, at that inſtant, I ſhall au- 
gur the worſt, the moſt fatal conſequences, from ſo unparlia- 
Wmentary and unprecedented a mode of proceeding. 


jon. He ſaid, that gentleman was not of the religious pro- 
feſſion his Grace ſeemed to allude to, nor was he proprietor 
pf the province of Penſylvania; but he acted there in a 
haracter, which in every reſpect fitted him to be one of the 
propereſt perſons imaginable, not only to be publickly exa- 
ined, but ſpecially conſulted. He acted there as governor, 
by which he had the means of knowing the diſpoſition of the 
people within his government, and the ſtrength of thoſe who 
rere for ſupporting the claims of the mother country, if any 
ſuch there were. He muſt likewiſe know in a great mea- 
ſure, the prevailing diſpoſition of the whole American con- 
inent; as the place where the delegates and their followers 
hoſe to aſſemble, was in the capital of that province over 
hich he preſided. His Lordſhip entered ſhortly into the 
general reaſons ſo often urged, for examining Mr. Penn; and 
oncluded with prefling on the noble Lords, the propriety of 
cceding to the motion, or of promſing to produce evidence 
on ſome future day. A refuſal to ſo reaſonable a requeſt, would 
nhis opinion, be fairly acknowledging, that they were ulti- 
ately determined to withold every ſpecies of information, 
and conſequently to ſtifle every degree of enquiry whatever: 
The queſtion was put, and the Houſe divided. Counting 223 
on- contents 56. | 
As ſoon as the numbers were declared, the Duke of Rich- 
mond moved, © that Mr. Penn might be ordered to attend, 
in order to be examined at their Lordſhips bar to morrow.” 
H 2 [This 
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= The Lord Mycombe [ Earl of Shelburne] roſe to rectify one Lord Shet- 
or two trifling miſtakes of the noble Duke who made the mo- burne. 
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This motion produced another debate. 
Lord Tyttel- Lord Lyttelton thought the notice much too ſhort, and re. 
* commended Wedneſday or Friday ſ&nnight. This day wa; 
Tueſday.] He faid, it would be a very ſingular hard{hip o 
Mr. Penn, to be obliged to attend at their Lordſhip's bar, 
and to undergo a long examination, in the courſe of which a 
variety of queſtions might be propounded, difficult to aniixer, 
on many accounts, and in ſome extremely unpleaſant and dil. 
agreeable. On this account, as well as wiſhing to give the 
gentleman-time to arrange his ideas on ſo important a ſub- 
ject, he expreſſed a deſire, that the examination might be 
deferred till one of the days he mentioned. His Lord. 
{hip made no motion. c 
The Duke _ Ihe Duke of Richmond obſerved, that he imagined his 
of Richmerd Lordihip's ſolicitude might be ſpared. He believed Mr, 
Penn was fully prepared; nay, it might be fairly and rea- 
ſonably preſumed he was; as he muſt, from the nature of 
bis office, connections, and ſituation, have frequently turned 
his thoughts to the ſubje& ; it was the general, the only to- 
pid of the country he had juſt left; in fine, it was uppermoſt 
in every man's mind, almoſt on either fide of the Atlantic, WW 
who reaſoned or thought at all on ſubjects of ſuch a na- Wa 
Tae. vi | | | 
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ing Mr. Penn, either as his information might affect himſelf 
or affect others. He ſaid, the conſequences of diſcloſing 
matters, in which ſeveral perſons now in America were con- 
cerned, ought to be proceeded on with all poſſible caution 
and circumſpection. | 
Earl of The Earl of [Dartmouth reaſoned in the ſame manner; and 
Darimoutb. propoſed that Mr. Penn ſhould be indulged with a privilege 
of refuſing to anſwer any queſtion which he ſhould imagine 
might be 1njurious either to himſelf or to others. He like- 
wile objected to the motion in point of time, and propoſed at iſ 
amendment, to the purport of the amendment firſt ſug- WP 
geſted by him; but he framed no queſtion on it. 
The Lord Camden condemned the noble Earl's propoſition, 
or amendment, in ſtrong terms. It was true, he ſaid, that e 


+ 


Houle was not tied up by the rigorous rules of proceedings in 
relation to evidence obſerved by the courts in Weſtminſter 
Hall; for though they were a court of law, they acted upon 
a more liberal plan. They excuſed on account of indiſpoſi- 
tion; they made great allowances in reſpect of their mode 0 
examination; they preſſed no gentlemen wantonly into di- 

| agreeable 


E129. r 

agreeable ſituations : they avoided, as much as poſſible, any 
-xplanations that might hurt the feelings of the witneſs. All 
thoſe liberal modes of proceeding they had conftantly adhered 
o. In the exerciſe of their judicature, they acted with a 


) On 

bar, noble and indulgent liberality ; but in ſo doing, they took 
h a Mare never to turn their backs on the eternal obligations they 
rer, are always under of diſpenſing juſtice, as the firſt and moſt 
dif. Neſſential object of their duty; and their ſtrict attention to 


ſuch a conduct ſtill became more neceſſary, according to the 
gagnitude of the object in contemplation. What then, ſays 
—— is the purport of the noble Earl's' propoſition ? 
Why, that in a matter every way anſwering to che caſes 1 
ave diſeriminated, from ordinary occurrences, that in ſuch 


his matter Mr. Penn ſhall be excuſed from anſwering only as | 77 
Mr, nuch as he pleaſes. No, my Lords, I truſt no ſuch doctrine 1 
rea ill ever prevail in this Houſe. Though I have as high an 1 
of ſteem for the gentleman, _ whoſe name has been ſo often men- J 
ned tioned in this debate, I confeſs, if he were my deareſt and 
to: {Wſnoſt intimate friend, I ſhould be extremely ſorry, I ſhould 


ofitively reject any propoſal for granting ſo improper and 
nprecedented an indulgence, particularly on the preſent oc- 
ation, when ſo much may probably depend on his teſtimony z 
chen I may venture to add, his. teſtimony may nearly affect 


in- Ne deareſt and moſt important intereſts of this country. e 
ſelf, . The Earl of Denbigb ſaid a few words againſt the ſhortneſs Ld. Denbigb. 
ing f the time; and moved, that Mr. Penn's examination ſhould 

on- Ne fed for the enſuing Friday, the 10th. 


The Lord IM ycombe | Earl of Shelburne] cloſed the debate, Lord - 
nd was ſevere on the arguments uſed by the noble lords in π , 


and miniſtration, relative to concealing people's names. He 
lege d, he always ſuſpected thoſe who gave private informa- 
zine on under a condition of ſecrecy. This ſpecies of ſecret- 
ke- Helling was generally founded in perſonal intereft, or ſiniſter 


levs; for which reaſon, whenever ſecrets coming under 
bis deſcription, were imparted to him, he never heſitated on 
e propriety of repeating; them, unleſs abſolute ſilence was 


on, MW'joined. © Such were the ſort of perſons, and ſuch were the 
that Mews, he had ſtrong reaſon to ſuſpect, by which the noble 


arl in office, and the reſt of his brethren, had been deceived; 
i he was ſorry to under ſtand, by the whole of the doctrines 


pon nd arguments urged in the courſe of the debate on the other 
of. Ne of the Houſe, that ſuch men are to be ſuffered to purſue 
; 7 ar own intereſt, at the expence of the public; and by be- 
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ing thus protected by promiſes of concealment, will in th 


end, he feared be permitted to eſcape with impunity. 

The queſtion was put upon the Earl of Denbigh's amend, 

ment For it 52 againſt 1t 21. 
November 8. 

Private buſineſs. 

November 9. 

Private buſineſs. 

| November 10. 

The Duke of Richmond, before he began to examine M. 
Penn, begged leave to remove an apprehenſion which ſeemel 
to prevail with ſeveral of their Lordſhips the laſt day, leſt th 
gentleman, from the delicacy. of his fituation, ſhould h 
obliged to anſwer any queſtion that might embarraſs him i 
relation to perſons or opinions on which he would with to be 
filent. Aware of this, his Grace informed the Houſe, tha 
he had drawn up the material queſtions he meant to put v 
the witneſs, and delivered him a copy, defiring to point out 
fuch, if any, as he wiſhed to decline anſwering ; but Mr, 
Penn, after having peruſed the paper, returned it to him, with 
an aſſurance that none of the queſtions came within the de. 
fcription his Grace ſeemed fo ſolicitous to avoid. 

The Earl of Sandwich animadverted obliquely on this pro- 
cedure ; ſaid, it looked as if the queſtions and anſwers hal 
been previoutly conſulted and agreed on between, the nobl: 
Duke and the witneſs, | 

His Grace obſerved, that was a moſt extraordinary inter- 
pretation the noble Earl put on his conduct: he imagined 
that the candour he had uſed on this occaſion, would hare 
met with a very different conſtruction; and reprehended tht 
noble Earl very ſeverely, on the impropriety of his conduct. 

The Earl of Sandwich replied, that he was within the juch⸗ 
ment of their Lordſhips, whether he deſerved the reproof non 
ven him; and explained his words, by ſaying he did not 
mean any previous conſultation as originating from his Grace 
but merely a general conſultation relative to the ſubject ol 
examination. 

The order of the day being read, for taking into further 
conſideration the paper laid before the Houſe by the Earl d 


Dartmouth, on Monday laſt, (by his Majeſty's command) 


intituled, Copy of the petition of the Congreis to the King 


delivered to the Earl of Dartmouth by Meſſrs. Penn and Let, 
l 
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the Iſt of Septeinber, 1775 ; and for the Lords to be 
mmoned; and for the attendance of Richard Penn, eſq. 
The ſaid Richard Penn, eſq. was called in, and examined at 
e bar as follows, viz. = | 

' Queſtion, How long have you reſided in America? 
Anſwer. I have refided there four years. 

Q. How long was you in the government in Penſylvania? 
A. Juſt two years. BEM 85 | 

Q. Do you know, or have you heard, of any violence 
r vofair proceedings, in the election of the members of the 
pn:inental congreſs ? 5 Me | 


the 
Me 


ha . I have not heard of any. | 

vi Q. Do you think the members are men well informed of 
aue temper, diſpoſition, and ſtrength of their reſpective pro- 
i inces, and capable of conveying the ſenſe of America? 


A. I think they are men of character, and capable of 
dnveying the ſenſe of America. 

Q. Do you think that their ſeveral proceedings do in 
ality convey the genuine ſenſe of thoſe provinces you are 
quainted with ? 

A. They do undoubtedly convey the ſenſe of the pro- 
inces they repreſent. | 

Q. Have you any reaſon to doubt they do convey the 
ve ſenſe of the other provinces ? | 
A. They certainly do convey the ſenſe of the other pro- 
inces alſo, | 


Q. Do you think the provinces will be governed by their 


eciſions? ä | 
nar A. I firmly believe the provinces will be governed by 
the eir deciſions. 5 
& . Do you not think that the preſent war, on the part of 


merica, is levied and carried on by the directions of the 
non {Wongreſs, and ſupported by the inclination and zeal of the 
not eloniſts, in defence of their liberty? 
ace, A. This war is levied and carried on by a ſenſe of the 
efence of their liberties, as they think. | 
Can you think that it is levied or carried on by any 
ther means or perſons * Se e 1 3 
A. Ido not think it is carried on by any other means or 


and) count. 83 TE 
ing Q. Are you perſonally acquainted with many of the 
Lee, WP embers of the congreſs ? 4 

01 I am acquainted with almoſt all the members of the 


ngreſs, 
: Q. Do 
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Do youthink they levy. and carry on this war for the 
purpoſe of eſtabliſning an independent empire? 
"A I think they do not carry on the war for indepen. 
dency ; I never heard them breathe ſentiments of that natur. 
Q. For what purpoſe do'you believe * Rave taken 9 
arms ? 
A. In defence of their liberties. 1 | 
2 Was you in America at the time the ſtamp act wu 


— 


— 


d 
A. I was. 
Q. What effects did it produce ? 

A. It cauſed great diſcontent, uneaſineſs, and diſtreſs. 
Q. Mas you there when it was repealed ? 
A. 

Q. 
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J was. 
. What effects did the repeal produce Fe: 
A. The repeal gave great joy, and che — was 
kept as a day of mirth and feſtivity. | 
Were the Americans fatisfied with eir condition, 
notwithſtanding the declaratory act accompanied the repeal of 
the _—_ act? | 

They were ſatisfied with their condition, notwith- 
Randin the declaratory act. 

G If Great Brain had left things in the ſtate they then 
do do you think America would have remained content? 
1 A. T think they would have remained content. 

We | Q. Is it the general opinion in America, that they an 
+4 | able to refiſt the arms of Great Britain employed to entorce 
[4.54 þ taxation and the late acts complained of in America? 
144 | A. It is the opinion of all I have ever converſed with, 
(BH 6 Q. ls the ſpirit of refiſtance to theſe acts general, as faru 
your knowledge goes ? 5 * 

A. Quite: eneral. BIEN 

Q. What force has the province of Penſylvania raiſed? 

A. When I left Penſylvania they had 20,000 men in 
arms embodied, but not in pay, and 4500 men fince raiſed, 
PEP] = What were theſe 20,000 ? militia, or what ? 
r A. They were volunteers throughout the province. 

* What were the 4500 men? 

A. They were minute men, when upon ſervice in pay. 

Q. Are they included in the 20,020 men, or excluſive 
| of chem? | | 
Þþ | A. Excluſive. 

Q. Doth the province contribute money beſides to the 
continental army ? 

A, by 
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A. They do. | 4 
6 How many men fit to bear arms is it ſuppoſed there 
in a Penſylyania | 2 Sf | ” 
A, Sixty thou ſand. 
What proportivh of theſe 685 000 men do you believe 
ld willingly come forth, if neceſfai ary, in the preſent con- 


4 All, I believe. 3 

Q. Doth Penſylvania grow a ſufficient quantity of corn 
ſupply its inhabitants. 

A. Much more than is neceſſary, for they export con 
erably every year. 

Do they make gunpowder in Penſylvania 5 

They have lately. 
G Have they taken any methods to procure ſalt petre? 
A. They have eftabliſhed ſeveral works for that purpoſe, 
Q Do they caſt braſs cannon ? | 
A. They do in the city of Philadelphia. | 
Q. Have they the materials and means of caſting, iron 
nnon? 

A. They have in great plen 

Q. Do the T ; 

A. They do in great numbers, and very compleat. 
Q. Is it 4 reckoned that there are in Pei Hat, and 
w York many ſtrong poſts and conſiderable rivers ? 

A. There are. 

Q. Are there bridges over the principal rivers ? 

A. Bridges are not common, in genetal there are ee, 
rivers are too rapid for bridge 

Q. Do they build ſhips in enfylvanls ? 

J They do. | 

Do they build them expeditiouſly ? 

| 88 expeditiouſly, 

Of what burden? 

\. Three hundred or four pundred ton. 

Q. Did the congreſs and the people in general ſeem tie: 
isfied with the reception their petitions had met with here? 
A. The ON were diſſatisfied with the reception of 
ir petitions ; had received great hopes from that TI 
dught over, Bins was ſtiled the olive branch, and I was 
plimented by my friends upon being the bearer thereof. 
If conciliatory meaſures are not ſpeedily purſued, is 
not to be feared that the congreſs will n fakes connec- 


n with foreign powers? . 
4 Vol. IV. * I | A. It 
4e 
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A. I is greatly to be feared, if conciliatory meaſures a, 
not ſpeedily purſued, poco 
Q. If any connection with foreign powers ſhould 
formed, do you not think that it will be very difficult. to jp. 
ſuade America to renounce engagements ſſie has once enter 
into? JFCCCͤͤ | 5 
Ido. : 1 
Q. When yon delivered this petition, did; the Secret 
at State aſł you any queſtions relative to that country? 
A. None at all. | cr r 
Q. Did he, or any other miniſter, at any other tit 
ſince your arrival, alk you any queſtions, as to tlie ſtated 


temper of America? E | =. 
A. I have not been aſked any queſtions by perſons, 


Q: Did moſt thinking men in Philadelphia underſtand i 
refuſal of the petition would be a bar to all reconcilement 
Ter dd... 1 | 
Q. [ from the Earl of Sandwich] Have you ever read: t 
declaratory act? ; | | " "= 
A. have not read it. bs 
, ©... 
A. Ves I have heard of it, but not much diſcuſſed. ' 
Q. Do you think that the colonies aſſent to the follow 
words, That the colonies and plantations in America har 
been, are, and of. right ought to be, ſubordinate unto, and d 
pendent upon the imperial crown and Parliament of 
A. The colonies, I believe, are inclined. to acknowled! 
the imperial authority of Great Britain, but not in taxatic 
Q. Do you think they acquieſce in every other ſenſe 


the'declaratory act, except taxation? | | 
Duke of The Duke of Richmond objected to the queſtion, He i 
Richmord, ſiſted, it was neither fair nor Parliamentary, to lead tlie vi 

neſs into diſcuſſions of ſuch an intricate nature, for the pu 
poſe of involving him in confuſion and conſequent contrads 
tion. It was a ſubjgct of a very abſtruſe and intricate natur 
men of the firſt rate abilities and experience entertained d 
ferent opinions concerning it, and it was of courſe out of tl 

: view. entirely of examinations at their Lordſliips bar. 

Earl of Lord Sandwich rephed, he was ſtrictly within order; ti 
Serdwvich+ the. witneſs's own ſentiments were not defired ; but ſeenit 
to be ſo well acquainted with the perſons of the meme 
who compoſed the congreſs, it was probable they * 


/ 


ns 1775. e ere 
ws communicated their · opinions to him on the preſent ſub- 
4 of inquiry. 


The witneſs at the commencement of this converſation, 
13 as g been deſired to e was again called m, and 
_ Believes the clus 3 in the words of 2 
claratory law, . 

Q. Was there no violence uſed in the election of the 
embers of the congress? 

A. I know of my own knowledge only reſpectiag Penſyl- 
where they were elected by che houſe of aſſembly. 
Q. Do you know all the members of the congreſs? 

A. I am acquainted with almoſt all of them. | 

Q. Do you know Mr. Harriſon ? | 

A. Ido, he is delegate from Virginia. 

Q. Is he a man of character? 

A. I believe him to be fo, I never heard to the contrary. 
8 "$i able to convey the ſenſe of the province he: re- 
ents 

A. [ imagine ſo, or they would Not have elected him. 
Q. Are you acquainted with the 9 of Aanerica 
general? 

A, 1 am particularly acquainted only with the ſentiments 
f Penſylvania. 

Q. Have you heard of the reſolutions of Suffolk | in Maſ- 
achuſets bay? 

A. I have. - | 
. Have the congreſs decked their approbation of tow 
A, TI believe they have, it was in the public papers. 

Q. Have you not heard of violences committed on per- 
* for ſpeak ca, their opinions? | | 
iA. Not in enſylvania. 

„Are the ſentiments of the northern on ſouthern .pro- 
inces ſimilar Nag! 

% Are the people of the different proviness i in a are of 
reedom 

A. They think themſelves 6, 

Q. Would not perſons who were to advanee ſeatjments 
lifferent from the congreſs be in danger 2 | ; 

A, I believe they would. 

Q. Do not you u of people having been perſecuted 
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charter of Penſylvania ? 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 
A. I do not know of any ſuch thing in Penſylvania d. 


my reſidence there. 
8 Have you not heard of ſuch things i in other colonic) 
I have Nekird 6. 
& What notice did the congreſs take of the reſolutia 
of the Houſe of Commons laſt year? 
A. I do not know, they always keep their deliberation 


Q. Was the plan propoſed by Lord Chatham laſt ye 


A. Not that I know of. 
Do you know' whether the congreſs pobliſhed ay 


A. Not that I recolle&. 
Was the conciliatory plan of laſt year conſidered ui 


A. It was conſidered in Penſylvania, and rejected by th 


ter colonies, nor do any thing without conſulting them, 
Q. What ſort of men were the 20,000 men who offerd 


A. They were men of the firſt character and fortune. 
Q Were they not all perſons of property or poſſeſſig 


A. There might be ſome others among them, but it 
general they were ſo. 
Q. Unleſs the congreſs had the confidence of the Ame. 
ricans, could they have any — means of enforeing ow | 


A. They could not. 
Q. Doth the congreſs meet with che general approbati 


A. When the congreſs was firſt propoſed no one 0 
it, it ſeemed to be the general wiſh of the people. * 


8 Could a fufficient number of people be found to ſups 
1 in ſpeaking or writing againſt the congrels ? 


14 [ from the Earl of Denbigh] Are you maſter of th 


A. I believe I am, I have read it o 4 
Q. Arc the inhabitants well ſatisfied 2 with their ro 
I believe cb 4 Perfectly ſo. 


A. 1 
on Do you know the clauſe that fubjeQs them to tax# 
on? - - 

( . 


1775. rr 

A. I do know that clauſe. 

Q. Do you think they are ſatisfied with it? 

A. Ye. | 

Q. Is it not the obje& of the congreſs to throw off the 

regulations of their trade? | 

A. No. 

Q. Have the congreſs perſecuted people ? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 3 

Q. Would not the moſt opulent inhabitants prefer free - 

dom under this country to what they now enjoy? | 
A. They would prefer it, to any other ſtate of freedom. 
Q. Do you think. they wiſh to ſupport the meaſures of 

he congreſs at preſent ? | 
A. 


t is firmly my opinion that they do, but wiſh at the 
ame time for a reconciliation with this count. 
Q. When you ſaid that Penſylvania was ſatisfied with 
he clauſe in their charter concerning taxation, did you mean 
o ſay that they were willing to be taxed by Parliament? 
A. I don't believe Penfylvania would be ſatisfied to be 
axed by this country and by their own government too. 
. | [ Vitharew. 


ff an immediate reconciliation between Great Britain and 
er colonies. His Grace obſerved, that the coloniſts were 
liſpoſed to an amicable adjuſtment of differences, was evi- 
lent from the very laſt petition which had been preſented 
rom the congreſs to the King, The prayer of that peticion 
as, for a reſtoration of peace,” and it was preſſed home 

dn the conſideration of Parliament by the language it was 
loathed in, which was that of dutiful ſubmiſſion to the ſo- 
ereignty of Great Britain, as far as the ſovercignty was com- 
atible with thoſe rights ſecured to freemen by the conſti- 
tion of the empire. This, and infinitely more might be 
ad in behalf of the reſtoration of peace, * that it was the 
dbjet panted after by one, and it was the only thing con- 
lucive to the happineſs of both of the belligerent powers.” 
dhould the war be pertinaciouſly purſued, what, unleſs car- 
age, deſolation,, an augmentation of expence, and every 
vil reſulting from civil diſcord, were to be expected? If 
he conqueſt of America was the meaſure propoſed, in 
us apprehenſion, the difficulties reſulting from the at- 
empt, were of ſuch a magnitude as hardly to be ſurmount- 
d in the given ſtate of things. The Americans, whe- 
er they had or had not the courage to make uſe of arms, 

ä were 
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The Duke of Richmond ſaid, he would ſhew the neceſſity mo” of 
x ichmond, 
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were at leaſt expert in the mode of uſing them. They had j 
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be mere matter of report, but as miniſtry did not think \ 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1775, 


reſources within themſclves for the ſubſiſtence of their armies, 
and they were intimately acquainted with all the paſſes and 


might make to 8 the interior parts of the country, 


Rrained within juſt duch bonds of decorum, as e 


might preſeribe 


queſt. | | 8 

But laying aſide for one moment the practicability of col 
gueſt, whither were we to turn our eyes for that Coloſſen 
army, by which the reduction of America was to be effected 
The noble Duke had heard of 20,000 Ruſſians. This migl 


5 expediel 


A. 1778. DEG ATE S 
xpedient to afford Parliament any ſolid information, re- 
ach 2 flu&uarion of men, though no change of meaſures, 


would apply for information, Whether or not the noble 
ord in red | n Lyttelton] was now a miniſter of the day, 


d was in the ſecrets 
Julge the Hooſe with ſore 2 ede reſpet̃ti 
Rulllaus intended to be ſent againſt America. tt the inte- 
im, the noble Duke thought it by no means inexpedient to 


2 * ſhoult be reprobated. 


a nent 50,0001; equal number of Britiſh troops ſſiould 
7 We {ent-ar rhe 1 period, or miniftry might find, that the 
* Ruſhans inſtead of conquering” Maeder for England, would 

offefifon of it Wente. in virtue of that law of con- 


eſt, acknowledged by alt freebooters. That the Ruſſians 
mould” gladty emigrate to America, no perfon conld doubt, 
ho was in a ſmalleſt degree acquainted with” the. diſpoſi- 
ions of thofe people. Shoals'of Coſſacks were continually 
leſerting their” country, to ſeek more comfortable ſettlements 
n the north of China. Seventy thouſand of theſe Coſſacks, 
proceeding on ſuch a plan, had lately bidden adieu to the Ruſ- 
[ran empire. It could not therefore be imagined, that twen- 


12 ſuſpect, that, when there, they might think the advantages re- 
„ ulting from ſubmitting to the American congrefs pre erable 
** 8 * they could derte from defending the meaſures of a 


E ritiſh arliament. 

His 85 

Boſton, in order to ſupply the King's Door Ai freſh meat, 
with great ridicule, and Wewed the difficulties the army would 


into the country; a cloſe country in ſome places, in others 
aboundingy i in foreſts and utiderwoods, interſected by deep and 
broad rivers ; but, above all, a country where every buſh 
would: conccal an enemy, whete the cultivated parts would 
be laid waſte, and the army, if any army could march or 


rope, and all its meat from Smithfleld Market-- Sup- 
poling; dien, thar the troops Had ſcarcely any thing to * 


their 


hort was all that peers now had to debate on. There was 


hat it Was impoſſible for him to conjecture to whom. he 


ould not th certainty be pronounced ;, if the peer alluded 
of government, he mi ipht ke bolt in- 
the 20,000 


kate the” expenſiveneſs of the meaſure, as a principal reaſon” 
he ranſportarin of 20;000 Rufflans would colt govern- 


thouſand Ruffians would have the leaſt objection to be ſent, 
Free of expence, to America; but there was much reaſon to 


race next treated . of ſending live Rock to 


iave to encounter, ſuppoſing they - be able to penetrate 


fubfift; would: be obliged to draw all its provifi ons from Eu- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1775 
their progreſs, yet the neceſſity of carrying along with then 
every thing. they wanted, through a country thus rendered 
deſert, he contended, would give birth to ſuch an innumer. 
ble train of difficulties, as no, general, however experienced, 
would be able to obviate; nor no troops, however brave, be 
able to ſurmount. To this picture he contraſted the con- 


tents of the paper now on their Lordſhips table, the petition 


from the continental congreſs to the King, which _ breathe 
nothing but ee and obedienco to his Majeſty, and ſub. 


miſſion to the conſtitutional, claims, of Parliament. Here his 
Grace referred to ſeveral, paſſages, expreſſive of 


= 
22 2 


of choſe ſenti- 
ments, and again alluded to ſeveral parts of the evidence in 
affirmance of their ſincerity ; and concluded ie 2 
picture of the various bleſſings that would be derived, and 
the innumerable - evils that would be averted, ſhould their 
Lordſhips think proper to take the petition into confideration, 
on the foot of deeming it a proper foundation of treaty and 
conceſſion, _, His Grace then Lhe that the petition, 
from the continental congreſs to the. King, was a ground for 
conciliation of the unhappy differences at preſent. ſubſiſting 
between Great Britain and America 

The Earl of Dartmouth contended, it was impoſſible to, 
recognize the petition, which was the ſubject of the pre- 


ſent motion, without at the ſame wiſtant relinquiſhing the 


ſovereignity of the , Britiſh Parliament, Tt was no longer 3 
qetign about taxation, about the quantum to be raiſed, or 
e mode of ' raiſing it; it was not the conqueſt, but the al- 
legiance of the colonies, which adminiſtration were deſirous 
of obtaining. In eftimating the force neceſſary for che ſub- 
Jugation of America, as well as in ſtating the neceffity of im- 
mediafe conciliation, the noble Duke had proceeded on the 
ſuppoſition of there being two equal belligerent powers en- 
ged in a conteſt, which it was the intereſt of both to have 
ecided by accommodation. Had the noble Duke pur- 
poſely forgotten that the belligerent power, whoſe prowels 
he had ſo much extolled, was compoſed of ſubjects, now in 
open rebellion againſt the parent ſtate? In proportion as the 
Americans were more capable of reſiſtance, the virtue of ab- 


[ ſtaining from ſuch an unſuſtifiable conduct, would have been 


more conſpicuous, - To extoll, therefore, the power of the 
coloniſts, was only to heighten ' the degree of their guilt, in 
exerting that power againſt the very ſtate which had, afforded 
them protection through an age of infancy, and had nurtured 
them to manhood, at the expence of blood and treaſure. 


* 


0 
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n ne noble Lord adverted to a queſtion which had been 
ed ropounded to Mr. Penn, reſpecting “ the filcence of the ſe- 
* etary of ſtate for the colonies, when the petition from the 
dnoreſs to the King was delivered for preſentation.” It had 


en remarked, with ſome degree of ſurprize, that not a ſyl- 
ble of anſwer had been returned. Was not ſilence in mat- 
rs of this nature perfectly eonformable to the uſage of office? 
"a5 it not a fact of notoriety, that the urs is not expected 
ve an anſwer to any petition, unleſs prefented to him on 
e throne * It would have been highly indecent, therefore, 
the ſecretary, to have given an anſwer unauthoriſed. It 
e filence was conſtrued into a diſapprobation of the petition, 
was, in the noble Lord's opinion, a very juſtifiable con- 
ion. The petition, in terms, was unexceptionable, but 

re was every reaſon to believe that the ſoftneſs of the lan- 
age was purpoſely adopted to conceal the moſt traiterous 
figns, Did it become the offending party to dictate the 
rms on which peace would be accepted? | 
The Lord Wycombe, [Earl of Shelburne] began with ob- Earl of 
ing, that this was not a time to enter into the conduct of bebt 
e Americans on the one hand, or that of miniſters on the 
er; yet he could not think it poſſible but that a day muſt 
me, when the conduct of miniſters would be enquired into. 
yr the arrival of that day his Lordſhip reſerved himſelf ; in 

interim, he could not return to his habitation with an ap- 
dving ſenſe of having diſcharged his duty, without deliver- 
+ thoſe ſentiments which, after making up his mind on the 
ect, he profeſſed to flow from the principles of his heart. 

is Lordſhip entirely concurred with the motion; he 
ppted the petition from the congreſs to the King, as af- 
ding grounds of conciliation z he cloſed with thoſe grounds, 
{ he thought adminiſtration ſhould do the ſame, for this, 
ongſt other cogent reaſ6ns, becauſe there remained no other 
mative,” . 3 
In his apprehenſion, there were only two obſtacles which 
ld be urged againft the motion for accepting the peti- 
from the congreſs as a baſis of conciliation, It might be 


ſed in the firſt place, 


Lord Dartmouth ſaid this when the laſt petition from the 
geriean congreſs was preſented; to which Mr. Lee replied, that 
anſwer had been given to the former petition from the ſame 
greſs, which was not preſented upon the throne, His Lordihip 
ve no reply; the fact was undeniable, 3 

. That 
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That to yield to the propoſal of the coloniſts was to gi 
up the point of taxation. 1 in — 
In the next place it might be cenſured, 
As derogating from the dignity of Parliament, to tr 
with an aſſembly not legalized as a congreſs. ? 
The firſt objection was nugatory; it was not in the or 


-of time to urge ſuch an objection. The point of taxation] 


repeatedly been given up, even by the miniſters themſchy 
o make that an obſtacle, which had been already yielded 
of no avail, was to conjure up the phantom of an obje& 


for the purpole of - combating the ſubſtance of truth. 
right of taxation had, from the firſt, been chimerical. 
.pectents to obtain an acknowledgment of that right l 


been ſeveral ways tried. Taking money without the c 
ſeat of the people, was ſo fundamentally wrong, that t 
more we conſider it, the more we muſt be convinced t 
we have no right to tax America. No ſubtlety of law 
can ſubvert this truth; nothing could be more darcQlyj 
point than the example of Ireland. Ireland had been the ph 
choſen for a trial of 1kill, becauſe Ireland ſtood in ſo fimi 
a predicament with America, that an, acquieſcence in 
matter of taxation would afford a precedent to miniſters, { 
coercing America with right on their ſide. Yet notwithſta 
ing all the ductile arts of government; notwithſtanding thea 
vantages reſulting from a great court Lord ſent over lord li 
tenant to that kingdom, and a military ſecretary, the Ca 
mons could not be prevailed on to advance a ſingle ſtep beyq 
the uſual track. It was found impoſſible to perſuade 
managers of the buſineſs to let the term of Parliament 
foiſted into the addreſs : not but that the advantages held: 


were conſiderable, for aſſurances had been given by the k 


vants of the crown, that no bad uſe would be made of 
conceſſion. On the contrary, let the American war « 
what it would, Ireland ſhould never be called on to cont 
bute a ſhilling towards defraying the expence. Fromt 
it was too plain who were to be the unhappy ſufferers un 
the burthen of this ruinous and unnatural war. The rex 
tion of the propoſal evinced the extreme caution of [rel 
not to afford a colourable pretext for the exerciſe of a ry 
the exiſtence of which ſhe formally diſclaimed. Hence 
precedent, fo induſtriouſly laboured for, was not ſo hap 
created as miniſtry could have wiſhed ; and hence the pc 
of taxation had been yielded, becauſe the arguments of W 
tlety were not ſufficient for its ſupport. The point of tat 


1 
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n having been given up, for what were we longer to con- 
d? And if there was nothing of a ſubſtantial nature for 
ich a conteſt ſhould be continued, peace ſhould be imme- 
tely embraced, as the only eligible alternative, | 
Admitting the neceſſity of peace, what prevented but that 
ſhould ſet about the work of accommodation ? Should the , 
a of treating with a congreſs” obſtruct our procedure in 
cific mAiſures? There was a time when American congreſſes 
re highly reſpected by government. When Lord Halifax, 
r. George Grenville, Mr Oſwald, and other able men fat 
the board of trade, an American congreſs had been con- 
uted by their advice; the meaſure met their ideas. 
hat wiſe men once approved, deſerved better treatment 
an haſty reprobation. 5 | 
If it derogated not from the dignity of Parliament, to treat 
th the congreſs, it remained only to conſider what were 
> oronnds of conciliation afforded in the petition from the 
legates. His Majeſty was beſought “ to recall his troops;“ 
ich could only be conſtrued as a prayer for the ſuſpenſion 
arms. A repeal of ſundry acts were ſolicited.” The 
ts alluded to could only mean thoſe which ſtruck at the 
heries, at the trade, and at the American charters, added 
that infamous Canada bill, which ſacrificed the law, the 
erty, and the religion of England, to French law, French 
ſpotiſm, and Popiſh ſuperſtition, 
The Americans had talked of the repeal of the acts paſſed 
ce the year 1763. The noble Lord conceived this propoſi- 
dn to contain no more than the coloniſts wiſhed for the re- 
al of the ©* burthenſome parts of thoſe acts.“ An abſolute and 
conditional repeal, it would neither be wiſe in the one party 
aſk, nor prudent in the other party to grant, So far as 
e cuſtom-houſe laws in America were neceſſary to the due 
r ulation of trade, and the maintenance of our monopoly, he 
on ould be for ſupporting them. 5 
muß Admitting miniſtry thus far advanced in a plan of conci- 
tion; as a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities would carry the appear- 
ce of peace, a reſtoration of charters would wear the aſ- 
& of returning liberty; both meaſures would be conſi- 
red by the Americans as evidencing a defire of accommo- 
e ton. Thus far then, in the judgment of the noble Lord, 
e petition afforded grounds of conciliation, Were theſe 
ounds adopted he ved ed himſelf to the Houſe, that he 
ould be anſwerable with his life, Great Britain might after- 
ards dictate terms for herſelf.” This propoſition ſurely met 
e ideas of thoſe who were moſt ſtrenuous in aſſerting the ſu- 
Macy of this country; for could there be a more exalted in- 
| „„ © | ſtance 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 
ſtance of ſupremacy, than that of dictating like conquer 
and being obeyed like ſovereigns? The misfortune was, . 
as in ſome caſes miniſtry ſuppoſed facts which were untrue, i 
the ſake of the conſequences ; on the preſent occaſion ſalum 
truths had been deemed fictitious, left their adoption ſhou 
have led to the purſuit of conciliatory meaſures. Acts whi 
had been paſſed in direct oppoſition to the citizens of Londy 
were frequently prefaced by a preamble, ſetting forth, tf 
in conſideration of the ſolicitations of his Majeſty's faithf 
Citizens, it had been thought neceſſary to ena& ſuch and ſuc 
particulars.” Such was the recent caſe of the act for the Ade 
phi embankment, though the city of London ſtruggled again 
it, as a violent proceeding of partiality to the invaders of they 
property, and of injuſtice to them. o put an end to the d 
ſtructive ravages of civil war, by opening a door of reconcil 
tion, miniſtry would have been forgiven, had they ſuppoſe 
even a non-exiſting caſe; yet, when authentic vouchers ſtar 
them in the face, they ſhunned conviction, by queſtioning th 
ſincerity of thoſe who ſued for peace, The object of contet 
tion ought not now to be, whether. we obtained the full con 
pletion of our deſires ; but whether, in the given ſituationd 
things, we could prudently neglect ſuch grounds of concili 
tion, as were afforded: in the petition, A wiſh to concili 
being once evinced, there were other plans which merited nc 
tice. Among thoſe, he could not but give the preferend 
to that of the Earl of Chatham. Nor was this influence 

by any private motive ; it would be vain and prepoſterou 
in him to inſinuate that his connection with that nobk 
Earl was any thing but a political one. The diſparity d 
their years rendered private friendſhip unattainable, He con 
ſidered the Earl of Chatham yet as the greateſt ornamenl 
of the two Houſes, in which he had ſhone with ſuch ua 
valled Juſtre ; the moſt efficient ſervant of the crown, and 
while he had life in him, the nerve of Great Britain. 
plan from ſuch a man, that had been mentioned with aj 
probation by one of our moſt antient and reſpectable col 
nies, Virginia; that contained the real ſubſtantial points, wit: 
out ſubtlety or refinement, which this country ought to ain 
at, was, in his opinion, the moſt eligible. . The propoſals hell 

forth in Lord North's motion, (diveſted of the infiduow 
purpoſe under which they had been couched) would cal 
for attention, To appropriate the trade-revenue for tis 
ſupport of a colonial eftabliſhment, was judicious, It in. 
tereſted the people in the proſecution of their trade, and 


it taught them to inſpect into the application of their month 
| | RE 
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Wn  DRBAT-8E 5 _ _ 
der plans had been framed by perſons in the other Houfe, 
viſed with.ingenuity and wiſdom ; plans to the fame pur- il 
af had been propoſed without doors, which deſerved atten- * 
an; for it muſt be narrow- minded bigottry, which could . 
Wppoſe ſent confined to the walls of Parliament. But when- 
er miniſtry ſet about conciliation in earneſt, they would 
nd a very great difficulty in adjuſting. matters reſpecting the 
WD rc which were to remain in America. The late diſputes 
xd engendered violent animoſities on both ſides, Time on- 
could abate the fervour of hatred, or meliorate diſlike into 
cem. The brown and red coats would not conſort toge- 
er hereafter, and not all the ſtratagems of government would 
ke ſtrife ſubſide, and mutual amity prevail. | 
Talking, however, about plans of conciliation, when no- 
ing conciliatory was meant, profited little. Miniſtry had 
edetermined on their meaſures, and Parliament was only 
embled to give them the colour of legality. The doc- 
ine now adyanced by thoſe in office was, that the mo- 
y ſhould be furniſhed before the mode of expenditure 
as aſcertained.” If miniſters were queſtioned, as to the 
afures they intended to purſue, the anſwer returned was, 
that the King had concerted his meafures, - but they were 
dt to be divulged.” - Thus the hereditary counſellors of 
e nation were left to debate without information, or yield 
ſent to meaſures inimical to the intereſts of the kingdom. 
hus much only could be gathered. A moſt pernicious ſyſ- 
m of warfare was meant to be purſued. An army of ſeven- 
7 thouſand men was to be - raiſed. Hanoverians had ſailed 
Ir Gibraltar and Port- Mahon. The three regiments de- 
ned to Quebec had been happily driven back into Milford- 
wen: bad they proceeded in their voyage, they never could 
ave reached their deſtination, but would probably have fal- 
2 ſacrifice to the rigour of the climate and a tempeſtuous 
ſon. Had it been neceſſary to ſend troops, they ought 
dt to have been embarked at a ſeaſon which rendered it im- 
ſible for the tranſports to reach St. Lawrence whilſt that 
er was navigable. The noble Lord at the head of the ad- 
ralty had not been bred to the ſea, conſequently his negative 
ailed little againſt the teſtimonies of many g in the 
arine department, who all concurred in declaring, “that 
e river St. Lawrence was rendered innavigable by the lat- 
r end of October, or the beginning of November.” 
With reſpect to the 20,000 Ruſſians, his Lordſhip addreſ- 
the miniſters in che following terms: There are powers 
: „enen | in 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 108 


In Europe who will not ſuffer ſuch a body of Ruſſians to h } 


tranſported to America. I ſpeak from information. Tu 
miniſters know what I mean. Some power has alreas {i 
interfered to ſtop the ſucceſs of the Ruſfian negociatio,ſ 

As for expecting neutrality from France, adminiſtratio | 
know that their conduct towards France, hath not bee 
ſuch as to entitle them to acquieſcence from that quarte, 


The Landgrave of Heſſe hath few men to ſpare. Hh 


aſſed the ſummer at Paris, which did not ſeem as if he wa 


| 3nclined to negociate with us for a ſubſidy. The EleQor d 


Hanover may have more men to ſpare than we have hither 
to been taught to imagine, 

But hiring foreign troops is not the only cenſurable me:. 
ſure. Such ſcandalous jobs have prevailed, as on repetition 


would put common honefty to the bluſh. Scarcely a fin 


gle day has paſſed wherein I have not received ſeveral let. 
ters, ſome from private ſoldiers, others from officers, all d 
which have unfolded ſcenes of ſingular iniquity. The com- 
plaints againſt the fraudulent — of the contractors ani 
others who ſerve the army, are univerſal. 11 

Nor are jobs barely ſanctified; when they ariſe not natu- 
rally out of the buſineſs, an occaſion is deviſed which wil 
give riſe to them. A moſt chimerical deſign was ſome tine 
fince on the tapis, It was propoſed to ſend light-horſe u 
America. I had the curioſity to enquire into the origin of 6 
abſurd a plan, and I was told there was a precedent for the 
meaſure ; though I was not informed who found the precedent, 
yet I very well knew of what profeſſion he was. I was referrel 
to Lord Oxford's letter to Queen Anne, In that curious pied 
the noble Lord aſcribes his misfortunes to a job of this n. 
ture, The ſum of twenty thouſand pounds was charged in 
an account for an ideal project of this kind. Lord Oxforl 
exclaimed againſt the meaſure, but he was over-ruled by the 


chancellor, who roundly aſſerted, that no man deſerved to bei 


miniſler of this country, who could refuſe to connive at the mu- 
ſure. How far the four laſt years of Queen Anne's reign, bea 
an exact reſemblance to the preſent æra, muſt be left to tht 
determination of the impartial hiſtorian, - 5 
The noble Lord then called the attention of the Houſe to 
a few matters of fact, which he ſaid ought to prevail with mi- 
niſtry to diſcontinue their hoſtile meaſures, and conciliate 
while conciliation was left to their option. The army which 
was ſent laſt year, and which it was then vainly boaſtel 
would look the Americans into ſubmiſſion, had not ben 
able to look them in the face, 
=? Attempt! 


Ir DEBATES 


111 Attempts had been made to inlift Iriſh Roman Catholicks; 
0 vWiniſtry knew thoſe attempts had proved unſucceſsful, The 
Ti nadians had been excited to take a part in the quarrel ; they 


ad wiſely declined to interfere in the buſineſs. Minifters 
Wnew this to be undeniably true. The Indians had been 

ampered with. A trial of {kill had been made to let the ſa- 
Wages, in the back ſettlements, looſe on the provincial ſubjects 
f Great Britain, Barbarous as was the meaſure, and co- 


HelWrardly as was the attempt, it had failed of the wiſhed for 
 wylMucceſs. Savage Indians were not quite ſo callous to the feel- 
r cfWngs of humanity as Britiſh' miniſters. Equally fruitleſs had 
her. attempts to divide the colonies hitherto proved. Ame- 


ica felt her ſtrength only in proportion to her union, and the 
ttle paltry policy to multiply jealouſies and create diviſions, 


tio y guarding.the coloniſts againſt inſidiouſneſs, had ſtrengthen- 
in d inſtead of weakening the great cement of union, Whilſt 
let. us defeated on the continent, at home adminiſtration had 
| {ound themſelves incapable of-raiſing the number of men re- 
om. Muired. | Recruits had not offered with alacrity ; officers had 
aui ot made voluntary tenders of their ſervices ; they in general 


liſreliſned the buſineſs. Such reluctance in thoſe who are to 
e inſtrumental in carrying on the meaſures, ought to operate 
yith miniſters; but if under all thoſe diſadvantages, war 
was ſtill to be purſued, in his opinion the cataſtrophe would 
de dreadful z the cord with America once broken, there 
vas an end of all hold of the funds.” The ſcheme of ſe- 
parating from America, and letting trade take its own courſe, 
vas a wild and dangerous doctrine, He thought that inge- 
tous ſpeculations touching the inutility of cuſtom-houſes 
ind regulations of trade, had better be left to our rivals; 
Dur buſineſs was to adhere to the practical rules which 
ime and experience had eſtabliſhed. We were not, he ſaid, 
in a ſtate to make experiments. The trade of America is 
mortgaged to our ſtockholders. It would be diſhoneſt to 
ouch it. The miniſters ought to know this; and tremble 
at whatever hazarded the loſs of our American commerce. 
| His Lordſhip repeated, that if it was juſt to tax America, 
It was equally ſo to tax Ireland. That the latter was a much 
ntter object of taxation than the former; for if any poſition 
ould be infallible, it was, that a colony could not be an ob- 
ject of revenue while it conſumed our manufactures. This 
as the caſe of America, and not of Ireland, The quota from 
he latter was not adequate to its abilities, though the pro- 
Portion was unequally diſtributed; the rich were ſpared, one 
| | the 
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| the poor overburthened. The application 'of what was ni 


that if miniſters ſtill perſiſted in meaſures. which could ne 


Ld. Lyttel- 
forte 


cations of the groſſeſt prejudice. He could even contradid 


— 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 15 


ed, fo much to the _oppreflion of the people, his Lordi 
thought, would make a becoming ſubject of parliamentary ei 
quiry and correction. He declared, that he had lived log 
enough to know that he ſhould eventually gain more by th 
prevalence of general juftice, than any private emolumey 
could poſtibly compenſate, And concluded with - ſaying 


ther be juſtified on the principles of policy or of liberty, x 
could only quote an old adage, which he was ſorry their con 
duct verified-· 203 1 (IEF 
TX uos Deus vult perdere prius dementat. | 
The Lyttelton ſaid, whatever infinuations might 
have been thrown out by the noble Duke who opened th 
debate, he ſhould never be prevented from performing hi 
duty. He was always of opinion, and ſhould ever contin 
ſo, that it was rebellion in any part of the Britiſh empire 6 
reſiſt the ſupreme legiſlative authority of this country; ali 
in his opinion, the miniſters who had ſtood up and exerte 
them ſelves fo ably in ſupport of it, had acted with per 
'fect wiſdom, and on the ſoundeſt principles of the conſt 
tution ; that he was ſo well convinced of the truth, indeet 
of the irreſiſtible evidence of what he now advanced, that b 
could not attribute the oppoſition given to the juſt claims 
the ſupreme power of the ftate, by ſeveral noble Lords in op 
poſition, to any thing but a profeſt deſign to ſurrender tht 
rights of the Britiſh Parliament, and transfer them to Ame. 
rica, His Lordſhip animadverted on the evidence given that 
day at their. Lordſhips bar, which, he ſaid, he ſhould not he. 
ſitate to call a partial evidence; for with all the caution with 
which he guarded his expreſſions, he nevertheleſs betrayed, 
throughout the whole of his examination, the ſtrongeſt indi- 


him himſelf, upon a moſt reſpectable authority, a gentlemat 
of his acquaintance, who poſſeſſed ten thouſand acres of land 
in the province of New England alone, and who aſſured him, 
that the people of that province were full of a levellihg, re- 
publican ſpirit, which would never be rooted out, till they 
felt and were compelled to bow under the full force and 
weight of conſtitutional government, to which it was notori- 
ous they were ſo averſe ; that through the ſame channel he 
learned, they were no leſs hoftile againſt monarchical govern- 
ment, than againſt the rights of the Britiſh- Parliament. 
While in the proſecution of this enquiry, he learned what 
had been often aſſerted by his Majeſty's miniſters, that = 

f rs 


1775. r 


ers ſuffering under the tyranny and rebellious force of a fac- 
1 on, and the terrors of perſonal injuries or attacks on their 
dy operty, had been compelled to unite in meaſures which their 
y enÞuls abhorred. For when he had propoſed to this gentleman 


> be examined at their Lordſhips bar, he earneſtly entreated 
> be excuſed ; for the conſequence of ſuch an examination, 
ſoon as an account of it reached New England, would be 


ring We total deſtruction of his property, and proſcription of his. 
ne erſon. This, among many other reaſons, was one why he 
„as induced to believe that Mr. Penn's evidence was partial; 


ut ſuppoſing it had been otherwiſe, what was the purport of 
is day's motion, but that the acts of Parliament of Great 
ritain, its repeated addreſſes to the throne, his Majeſty's 


io vn moſt ſolemn declarations, were to be ſuperſeded, in order 
tv make way to the commands, not addreſſes, of the rebe]- 
nous Americans? Thoſe audacious rebels, who came and 
inn ndeavoured to impoſe on his Majeſty with inſidious, traite- 


dus, falſe expreſſions of loyalty to him, and of obedience to 
e Britiſh Parliament, while they in the ſame breath appeal 
d the people of Great Britain and Ireland, abuſe the Parlia- 
ent, deny their power, invite their fellow- ſubjects to make 
common cauſe of it, and thus at once endeavour to involve 


[cel very part of this great empire in one general ſcene of rebel- 
ton and bloodſhed, in order to reſiſt that very Parliament for 
s of hich they pretend to profeſs ſuch perfect obedience and ſub- 


ifon—Are theſe the men you would treat with? Is this 
e cauſe the pretended friends of this country would endea- 
our to defend ? or would you, by agreeing with this motion, 
linquiſh your domination over thoſe worſt of rebels, and 
amely ſubmit to transfer the ſeat of empire from Great Bri- 


73 


ith ain to America. | 

etz The Duke of Manche/ter reprehended the laſt noble ſpeaker ute of 
di- very ſevere terms, for the improper liberties he had taken Mancheſter. 
lig ith ſuch of their Lordſhips as differed in opinion from him, 


charging them with a deſign to ſurrender the liberties of 
eir country to America: ſuch imputations, he affirmed, 
ere aimed at the freedom of debate. They were indecent ; 
ncy were unparliamentary; they deferved the marked diſ- 


ey eaſure of the Houſe; and he would venture to affirm, they 
nd ere, as applied on the preſent occaſion, not true. He ſaid, 
ri- Nowever, he was not ſurprized at ſome of the circumſtances 
he ttending his Lordſhip's ſpeech. They ſuggeſted occurren- 


es, though not very unexpected, yet rather out of the com- 


ſſert, that his Lordſhip's congu 


on the firſt day of the ſeſ- 
Vor. IV. 


on road ; but however that _— be, he would venture to 


L | fon , 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17 
ſion would not ſhortly be forgotten. His Grace beſides enten 
into a general view of the queſtion, and made ſeveral obſey 

. vations on the folly of involving this great empire in all t 
certain expence and horrors of a civil war, without any 
fingle benefit or advantage, now the claim of taxation!) 
been relinquiſhed as totally impracticabie, 

The Earl of Effingham obferved on the ſcarcity of reerui 
that from his oπn knowledge, there was'a backwardneſs pn 
vailed amongſt the people to enliſt in thoſe regiments deſtin 
for America. The fact being admitted, the real diſpoſiti 
of the peopfe was at once apparent, and in the judgment 
the noble Lord, the prevalent inclination of the maſs of t 
Ne was a certain criterion, which fhould determine t 
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conduct of miniſter s. 
Lord Cath= The Lord Cathcart profeſſed himfelf to be fo totally unca 
ack nected 'with men, and fo entirely unprejudiced as to m 
ſures, that could he conjecture the party moſt likely to pr 
mote the-real welfare of the empire, he would join in ſuppd 
of their plans. Much had been ſaid about peace, and the 
bilitated fituation of Great Britain had been urged, to evint 
the neceſſity of a ſpeedy accommodation, Admitting ER 
land to be in the worlt plight imaginable, the noble Lordi 
collected a period when her diſtreſſes were equal. Althouy 

many Peers in the Houſe might remember the rebellion 

1745, the noble ſpeaker had at that time drawn his ſuo 

z2ainft the rebels. Their ſucceſſes at Derby had thrown 
kingdom into conſternation : the whole intereſt of the cou 

try vas aſſemblaged in one ſtake, and riſqued on the event 
the battle of Cufloden. Happily the caſualties of war tum 
out favourable for England. But what contributed molt! 
the welfare of the empire? The aſſiſtance ſo willingly 4 

forded by all ranks of people. Miniſtry acquired vigonr, | 
proportion as they were entruſted with power. A tone 

firmneſs ſtrengthened all their meaſures ; and thus by oned 

ciſive firoke, England was ſnatched from deſtruction; t 
- machinations of France were overturned, and the Pretend 
a tool to France) was obliged to flee from that county 
which he had been taught to conſider as his patrimonial i 
heritance. The ſame efforts of the people, in ſupport 
government, would at this time prevail. Miniftry ſhould | 

aſfifted, not impeded in their meaſures. | 

Earl of The Earl of Sandwich defended Lord Lyttelton. He ia 
Sandwich. xyyhoever oppoſed the preſent ſyſtem of meaſures purſued | 
adminiſtration reſpecting America, were in fact about toll 
* | rend 
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177 f : _ 
tender the right of Parliament to its rebellious ſubjects. He 
obe s the oldeſt Lord in that Houſe, at leaſt the Lord who had 
11 4 longeſt in it, and might. of courſe be preſumed to be pretty 
en acquainted with its orders and ufages. He flattered 
nh ſelf he was, and could affure their Lordſhips, there was 
thing in the words but what might be fully juſtified ; there 
rus nothing in them deſerving the ſevere animadverfion made 
S pre them by the noble Duke; for they were in every reſpect 


ting 
iti 
nt « 
f th 


le U 


\rhamentary, and conſonant to the modes of expreſfion 
opted in that Houſe, When the noble Lords on that fide 
| the members of adminiſtration, that they are corrupt, 
apable, or inattentive, that they have formed the very 
rſt deſigns againſt the liberties and conſtitution of their 
ntry, we never on this fide rife up to tell them that this is 
Parliamentary and indecent; no, we endeavour to convince 
em of their miſtakes by defending ourſelves and refuting 


net 
m 


 pofifeir charges; and ſhall we in return be precluded from 
PaWirging their Lordſhips, not with an act of criminality ; 
be 1 contend that the words may otherwiſe be fairly and 


1100S viouſly explained. I may tell any noble Lord in this 
En: ouſe, that he is ſurrendering the rights of Parliament, while 
d OW iretly acquit him of any ſuch intention. I ſhall never 
ad by and hear ſuch a doctrine maintained, without endea- 
uring to detect its fallacy. I therefore think, ſo far from 
prehenſion, the noble Lord deſerves the greateſt commenda- 
dns and thanks, both from your Lordſhips and his country, 
our ſo ably defending and aſterting the rights of the Britiſh 
rliament, and the ſupreme legiſlative authority of the mo- 
er country, I think, I never before heard ſuch a ſpeech 


probation, by ae it was the fineſt ever delivered 
thin theſe walls. His Lordſhip obferved, that the noble 
ords in oppoſition might be very ſincere. They might tma- 
ne, that the only method to ſecure the power and gran- 
ur of Great Britain, would be to render America indepen- 
nt; but he hoped their Lordſhips would excuſe him from 
ppoſing that their zeal, however genuine, had hurried them 
ch extraordinary lengths, or into ſuch a fcene ef obſtinate 
d invincible error; and permit him to attribute thoſe ex- 
avagant doctrines to their true cauſe, a mere //rngrle for 
wer, He was ſorry to ſay, they had proved too ſucceſsful 
their endeavours, and by the unnatural encouragernent 
d countenance they had given to the abſurd monſtrous 
ams of our rebellious ſubjects in America, had made what 


livered by any body, and I am proud to teſtify my perfect 


muſt take ſuch a victory with all its conſequences ; they mu 


country. 
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firſt muſt have been the inevitable conſequence of unanimity 
now appear, if not hazardous, at leaſt difficult, alarming 
and expenſive, Such a ſtruggle, he ſaid, might attain tþ 
main object for which it was ſet on foot; but he be 
leave to remind their Lordſhips, that although they ſhoul 
prevail, and thereby ſupplant the preſent adminiſtration, thy 


at once render up the rights of this country into the hand 
of the coloniſts ; they muſt diſgrace and lower it in the eq 
of all Europe; and, to compleat the whole, they muſt coy. 
ſent to the total ruin and deſtruction of its commerce, H 
Lordſhip next animadverted on the language of the noh 
Lords on the oppoſite fide ; that Great Britain, as the fil 
ſep towards a conciliation, ſhould determine on certain ſpe, 
cific terms which ſhe is willing to agree to. Let us, ſays hy 
Lordſhip, ſee what this language means. I dare ſay then 
are many noble Lords in this Houſe, who have ſerved hi 
Majeſty abroad in the capacity of foreign miniſters : I think 
I fee ſeveral this inſtant myſelf. I believe the noble Duke 
who made the motion was among the number, and has d 
courſe ſome knowledge of the arts of negociation : I ſhi 
therefore truſt to their knowledge of what I am about to < 
fer on this head. Suppoſing then, that Great Britain an 
America were two ſovereign independent ſtates, treating d 
equal terms: what is the mode that cuſtom preſcribes in ſud 
caſes, but that certain preliminaries are firſt agreed on, an 
then a ſuſpenſion of arms takes place? What is it that is ca. 
tended for by the preſent motion, and by its ſupporters} 
Begin with a ſuſpenſion, and then proceed to treat on preli 
minaries. This ſurely is a new mode of negociation, ſuch 
mode I will venture to ſay, as never entered into the head 0 
any man in the leaſt acquainted with public buſineſs, | 
would therefore yery ſeriouſly recommend it to the broachen 
of this ſpecies of treaty-making, either to peruſe prope es 
books before they again expoſe themſelves on that ſubjed, « 
procure ſome of their literary friends to publiſh ſomething i on 
its defence. Beſides, let us apply this doctrine to the cal 
immediately before us, America is not entirely prepared tt 
reſiſt our power; or if ſhe be, ſhe is ſtill deſirous of render 
ing herſelf ge Suſpend your operations, and yol 
furniſh her with the very means of riſing in her demands, i 
not of totally diſclaiming all dependence whatever on thi 
This I look upon to be the fair natural conſe o 

quence of what has come recommended by the noble ſup: 
porters of this motion. When I had the honour of _ i 
inſtrumel 


alttument employed in reſtoring peace to Europe at Aix la 
hapelle, in 1748, lownl acted in a very different manner 
om that now recommended. The firſt ſtep I took, was to 
recon certain preliminaries, previous to a ſuſpenſion of arms. 
[hoſe preliminaries were, that the Ruſſians on our part, who 


ere on their march to join us, ſhould halt in the place that 


1 be earlieſt courier ſhould be able to meet them. 1 the 
ber hand, France was at the ſame inſtant obliged to diſband 


irty- ſeven thouſand of her troops, a force ſuppoſed to be 
qual to our Ruſſian auxiliaries. - Again, we were to give up 
ouiſburg, and they to withdraw their troops from four of 
he frontier towns, which they had in the courſe of the war 
quired by their arms. I remember a circumſtance which 
appened, then not inapplicable to the attempt made this day; 
at was, to grant the ſuſpenſion, and permit them to retain 
he frontier towns till an actual account of Louiſburg being 
elivered up was received, But I was too cautious, and by 
liſting the propoſition in its firſt appearance, was fortunate 
ab ough to ſucceed, though the whole negociation had like to 
gave miſcarried, for certain ſecret reaſons which I am not per- 
itted to diſcloſe ; and muſt have done. ſo, if a peace had 
ot, as it were, at length fallen from the clouds, The noble 
al who ſpoke early in the debate [Earl of Shelburne] has. 
iin formed _ Lordſhips, I will not ſay deſignedly, on 
ſuch tree material points. He ſays, the river St, Lawrence is fro- 
nup in the month of October. I contend, it is not; -and 
conf at, on the authority of one of the ableſt navigators. this 
rs untry ever bred, Sir Francis Drake | himſelf not excepted, 
he perſon | mean is Captain Cook, who pailed four win- 
ts in Canada, and aſſures me, that the 1iver St. Lawrence 
very ſeldom frozen up till the. middle of December ; and 
. at the inconvenience of navigating that river, aud the 
ighbouring ſeas, previous to the time I have mentioned, 
des not ariſe from the ſetting in of the froſt, but the hea- 
' gales from the north and north weſt, which are the mon- 
12 ions of that part of the wortd, and ſet in _P in the win- 
wonths. His Lordſhip is, I believe, equally miſtaken as 
d the fact to which his reaſoning on the above occaſion was 
nder plied. Who informed his Lordſhip, that the regiments 
uded to were deſtined for Quebeck ? His Lordſhip was 
„ ittaken; for I now aſſure him, they were not. As to the 
id allegation, that the army in America was to conſiſt of 
one ooo men, and that 20,000 af them were to be Ruſſians, 
[Ear] of Sandwich] thought he knew ſomething af what 
gu intended; but he could folemnly affirm, it was the firſt 
| he 
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he had heard of either arrangement. His Lordſhip howener 
ſaid, that he ſaw no reaſon why Ruffians ſhould not be em. 
ployed as auxiliaries now, as well as in the former war al. 
luded to. IH they were neceſlary then, as he was convinced 
they were, they might be ſo now; they might be ſo on an 
future occaſion. The noble Duke who opened the debate 
talked, much of the expence of the ſervice, &c, and inſiſted 
the very expence of carrying the twenty thouſand Ruffiang 
to America would amount te 500,000l. He ſaid, he did not 
doubt it; but if they were to march by land, it would be 
much more expenſive. He was ſure that was the caſe, pre- 
vious immediately to the treaty of Aix la Chapelle; and he 
infifted, that neither the expence or hiring of them could 
fairly or rationally be objeCted to; one being a neceſſary con- 
ſequence of employing them; and if they ſhould be employ. 
ed, that again being a neceſlary conſequence of the diſobe- 
dient rebellious diſpoſition of our ſubjects in America, He Nor 
ſhould firſt beg leave to obviate the force of one very plauk- 
ble objection urged in debate by the Lords in oppoſition, re- 
lative to the difficulty of obtaining recruits. He ſaid, he 
could not anſwer for what might happen without his own 
department, but he believed the facts he was going to ſtate 
applied equally to both ſervices. Since the orders for aug- 
menting the navy had been ifſued, they had ſeamen coming 
to offer and enter themſelves as faſt as they could be wel n! 
ſhipped ; by the laſt accounts he received, they amounted, to rio 
between twenty and twenty-one thouſand ; and he made no 
doubt of his being able to compleat the whole of the eſta-Miſcl 
bliſhment, which is 28,000 without preſſing, but he did not 
mean to. be underſtood to bind himſelf to any ſuch -promile. ice c 
The other part of the ſervice, the marines, which was fe- 
cruited in pretty much the ſame manner with the marching 
regiments, he bad been equally ſucceſsful in, the returns be-. 
ing on an average of 80 men per week, ſome 120, and then, 
loweſt, which was the laſt, 45. So far, then, from the vul- 
gar report, that the people in general were averſe to the ſe. um. 
vice, he was ſure nothing could be more erroneous : thyr-4- 
languiſhed for it, and, were it neceſſary, he could produce nu- 


merous applications for an appointment on e fta int 


tion, ariſing purely from a zeal to be inſtrumphtal in redu- 
cing thoſe. unnatural, ungrateful, and traitefous reſiſtets oy. 11 
the mild government of their moſt gracious Sovereign, and 
the conſtitutional rights and ſupremacy of the motie 
country. | 50 lik 
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of 


$ Lord Wycombe, Earl of Sheiburne.] As to the ge- Earl 

er * of miſin fo rmation imputed to him by the noble bee. 
he thought his Lordſhip would be one of the laſt who: 
5 ad venture to touch on that ground; becauſe if he, and 


noble Lords on the ſame ſide, were miſtaken, it was tlie 
at of he noble Earl; and his brethren in. office, who com- 
led hem to go to the other Houſe to ſeek information, or 


5 k it up wherever De find it; by witholding from 
| > mevery degree of parliamentary communication whatever. 
t 10,000 men were to be employed, was no idle, floati 


the other Houſe; and as to the river St. Lawrence being 
t frozen up till the middle of December, he would not be 
rtain whether his general information did not include early 
the month of November; ftating it on that ground, thers- 


Hel ormation would yield to none in point of experience and 

. gment; it would of oourſe reſt with their Lordſhips to 

te- ermine which of the two accounts was moſt to be depended 

be His Lordſhip was ſevere on the nohle Earl, for thruſting). 
vn negociations of the peace of Aix la Chapelle into tlie de- 

ate. He imagined his Lordſhip's modeſty in one event, or 

ig prudence in the other, would have prevented him. It 

ing 


very tender ground to venture on, becauſe whatever ane 
dn his Lordſhip and his admirers might entertain on 


 tofWrous buſineſs, there were many odd kind of people at this 
0, and a great majority of the nation at the time of the 
la · Nneluding that famous treaty, who thought the delivering ſo 
noten Britiſh Peers hoſtages to enſure the faithful perform 
ile of a treaty, was at once a ſcandal to the natĩon, a violation 


the dignity of the peerage, and a fixed ſtigma on the pro- 
ſers of uch a — Aich nothing could ever wipe off 
* Lordſhip returned to a ſhort conſideration of the quef- 
n, replied — — of the noble Lord, relative 
the ſucceſs that had been experienced in his Lordſhipꝰ's de- 
ment, in procuring ſeamen and marines, which he attri- 


informatiòn of the noble Lord; that the officers of the 
were notlanguiſhing for the ſervice, he referred to the 
ſertiſements from the board of adUmiralty;:defiring the offi- 


ode, and threatening, in caſe of refuſal, to ſtrike them off 
lit. On the whole, he ſaid, that as the treaty of Air 


E n 
E 


Ng hoſta ges, for the due performance of the treaty o 


dort for it hadoriginated with the firſt Lord of the treaſury: 


, he was certain that the perſon from whom he had his; 


td ſolely the decline of our trade and commerce, that had 
ren ſo many ſeumen out of employment, and as combating 


to'furniſh the board with an account of their places of 


Chapelle, to borrow Ris Lordſhipꝰs words, fell, ſo muſt 


s eee 

arl of Sandwich ſaid, he ſhould not obſerve on the EH of 

rl *{candalous” uſed by the noble Lord relative to . Wet - 
3 
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la Chapelle, for he perceived the noble. Lord who had rj 
that ingproper expreffon Was. ſorry for it; 2 
ſolietle did that tranſaction deſerve tohave the ephithet fn 
dalous applied to it, that it yras ; the ably. action of his wif 
from which he chairnad che ment; To Which he bs i 
get leave to add, for r eon that there 
4 noble Lond non present, [Lord Oathcart he had U , 
en. hr — and whoſe conduſt gb. his wig 

blic and private, had to ey ; one's Kponleth x 
IL | of pradence and proſperity. that: nothing wa 
upon him to have accapted a commiſſion 
— 7 without thie ſtrongeſt conv iction in his own brei 
chat it was neceſſary to the ẽſſential intereſts of the nana 
and conſiſtent with her honour, as well as his own dig 
as a peer. As to the matter ſtarted hy the noble Lord, 
tive do d notices publiſhed by the — board, t | 
had no direction, but were merely drawn up! 
the uff office form; but as well as he ou, recollect, 
Lach was-miſtaken, ; in ſaying that a threat had been hi 
qut io the lieutenants, that they muſt expect to be ftruckg 
the half - pay liſt. ĩf they did — give in an account of they 
ces of their reſidence. He was furs thete could de noogy 
fion for it, becauſe; out of goo lięutenants on the liſt, in i 
time of profound tranquility, there: are ſeldom more i 
roo employed in actual ſervice. | 
At half an hour paſt ten o'clock the Houſe divided. h 2 
the motion 27, and: 6: proxies >a 60, een oy 
Adjourned to November 13. 
„ » November 13. 6 e 
\ Privat buſineſs. Ad; ourned tõ November 185 

5418 Nowember, + ak 
1 Abeduke of Grafton faid thathe uld move that anhun 
ts, addreſs be prefented to his Majeſty, humbly. deſiring, thath 

Majeſty would give directions to the proper officer to lay Mu 

fore that Houſe, an — the number of forces ſervioz . 
America, previous to the commencement of hoſtilities. # 

Grice explained the reaſons upon which his intended mou! t 

was founded; and faid, he thought ſuch a motion was extra. t 

IF oper and neceſſary at this particular time, when not 08 the 
nation.at large was kept in ſuch profound 1gnor® N t 
but even the ancient hereditary council, his Majeſty's 898 
Lonſtitutional adviſers, knew no more of what meaſures te. 
intended to be purſued, than they did of what was tran mie . 
in any —— in Europe, He reminded their 14 | 
' hips of his ſentiments on 4 former occaſion, relative co 
nature untl extent of the information; that he did not wan 
know r the detail, nor the particular means intended * 


- 
* 2 1 1 
1 LE 4 
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nployed to give their meaſures ſucceſs. He did not want, 
| Pot cabinet but parliamentary information, ſuch as was 
and ſafe for miniſtry to diſcloſe, and neceſſary ſor Para- 
ent to know, in order to direct them in their future delibe- 
tions. We know, ſays his Grace, that an army was voted 
t ſeſſion; we know that an army, ſuch as it was, com- 
nced hoſtilities; we have heard, by common report, that 
nſiderable reinforcements have been ſent ſince that period; 
have been informed, through the ſame channel, that the 


e the natives, and that the ſecond, in which there was a 
d of trial of ſkill and courage, was not in its conſequences 
r ſhort of an open defeat. We do not want to be told, that 
pm that laſt action to this inſtant, the royal army has re- 
ained cooped up in the town of Boſton, mouldering away by 
kneſs and famine, and almoſt daily waiting for its fate, that 
being deſtroyed or made priſoners by a force infinitely ſupe- 
Ir in point of numbers and ftrength. In ſuch an alarming 
is, what are we to do? The noble Lords who have the 
ion of his Majeſty's councils have ingenuouſly confeſſed, 
at they have been deceived. Apologies of various kinds 
ve been made : explanations have followed thoſe apologies. 
e have been told of ill- founded information, falſe reaſon- 
bs, miſtaken concluſions. Oblique cenſures have been 
own out upon the commanders both by fea and land, 
dw, my Lords, in ſuch a ſtate of darkneſs and uncertainty, 

charges, ſuch blunders, ſuch miſtakes, ſuch imputed 
pligence or incapacity, or both, I would humbly ſub- 
to your Lordſhips judgment, whether the motion I am 
put to propoſe, be not a moſt neceſſary one; not as a re- 
ſpective one, implying the leaſt degree of cenſure, but mere- 
autionary, in order to prevent a return of the ſame fatal 
Is. I repeat again, that I do not deſire to know the num- 
of men voted, with an intention of comparing the eſtimate 
b the returns; nor to enter into any enquiry directed to 
e the wrong information, by which miniſters have confeſ- 
themſelves deceived and miſled, traced to its ſource : all T 
d to know is, that general ſtate of things, and thoſe facts, 
Ich while it will warn us of the difficulties we have to en- 
ater with, will at the ſame time point out the beſt means 
dviating or ſurmounting them. That can never be ef- 


ing againſt us comparing it with our own abilities and 
nediate reſources, and on the whole coming to ſuch mature 
lutions, reſpecting future meaſures, whether of coercion 
ol, IV. 8 or 


oops met with a ſevere repulſe in their firſt attempt to ſub- 


ed ſo well, as by learning the true ſtate of the force pre- 


81 


Earl G:xccr. 


the rebel camp much earlier than any account of them reach 


_ or conciliation, as may be beſt ſuited to the dignity, "nation 
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juſtice, and permanent intereſts of this country. His Gr 
concluded with making this motion ; That an Table addre 
be preſented to his Majeſty, beſeeching him that he voll 
give directions to the proper officers to lay before the Houſen 
eſtimate of the number of forces in America at the commend 
ment of hoſtilities in the month of April, with their ſex: 
ſtations and diſtributions, in order to lay a groundwork f 
ſuch advice as that Houſe, impelled by a ſenſe of duty, mig 
think fit to ſubmit to his Majeſty's conſideration. 7, 
Earl Gower. I riſe thus early to give a direct negativet 
the motion made by the noble Duke; becauſe his Grace h 
manifeſtly proceeded on a miſtake. He ſuppoſes this county 
at Jeaſt I am led to conclude ſo by his reaſoning, in a ſtate 
abſolute tranquility, whereas it is confeſſedly in a ſtate( 
war; diſcloſing, therefore, our plans of military operation” 
might be productive of the very worſt conſequences, Ih 
it from an officer of eminence on the ſpot, that whatever me 
ſures are determined on at this ſide the water, are known 


the King's army. What then will be the conſequence ? } 
that whatever in formation may be breught to light by . 
motion, and ſeveral others which I dare Gy will follow, i 
ſhould meet with your Lordſhips approbation, the rebels u 
be appriſed of. The plans we intend to purſue will then 
be made known, and the provincials furniſhed with then 
dier means of defeating them. Beſides, I cannot ſee vt 
poſſible good this motion can anſwer in any light, even int 
ſtricteſt conformity to the ſentiments the noble Duke decla 
to profeſs, unleſs he makes it a leading queſtion to a ftring 
propoſitions of a ſimilar nature, tending to lay open the 
cies of information which, as one of his Majeſty's miniſte 
look upon myſelf bound for the reaſons before aſſigned, 1 
ſtrenuouſly to withold. But, my Lords, if I have very cox 
reaſons for oppoſing the motion ſingly on the ground I 
now ſtated, 1 have in much ſtronger motives for oppoſig 
on principle; I mean the dangerous precedent it might 
bliſh in the further progreſs of this important buſineſs, thi 
the legiſlative forcing itſelf, and breaking in on the exec © 
power; a mode of conducting buſineſs, which if it ho * l 
ever prevail, will of courſe totally obſtruct the meaſuf oble 
government. On the other hand, if adminiſtration is 
ported by the confidence of Parliament, by a proper def uk 
dence and reliance that the powers entruſted to them wil 
exerted with ſuitable ability and fidelity, I make no a 
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the preſent diſpoſition of a great number of people in that 
"try, who want only to be protected to openly avow 
1 tf) . * pots | . 5 
| | ches the friends of Great Britain, that this arduous 
: will be finally brought to a fair, happy, and honourable 


e. = | 
he Earl of Dartmouth, againſt the motion; faid it was Earl of 
moſt extraordinary propoſition he ever heard; that now, Dartmouth. 

en it could be no longer doubted that we were in an actual 

e of war, to have the ſtrength, number, and deſtination 

our troops laid open to the Americans, for this would cer- 

nly be the caſe, was ſuch an idea as he could not have 

ght poſſible for any noble Lord in that Houſe ſo much 

to conceive, He confirmed the aſſertions of the noble Earl 

o ſpoke laſt, that every fact or information called forth by 

s motion, would be inſtantly tranſmitted to America, and 

duld conſequently teach them to riſe in their demands on one 

nd, or cauſe them to take ſuch meaſures of reſiſtance as 

puld be moſt effectual towards defeating whatever might be 
termined on in this country, He obſerved, if the Duke's 

tion was intended to reach no further than it profeſſed, it 

ght be anſwered with great ſafety, and with very little 

duble. The number of effective men in each regiment was 

ll known; the number of battalions was ſeventeen ; there 

re upu ards of 300 fick in the hoſpitals, and ae 
n-effetive, which two laſt items deducted out of re- 

rms, ſuppoſing them to be complete, would give Ah exact 

nount of the troops previous to the commencement of hoſti- 

ies, There were ſome detachments out at the time, but 

ey were not very conſiderable; ſo that the whole of the 

ce at the time the noble Duke's motion pointed to, might 

very eaſily aſcertained, oe | 
The Lord Camden, The noble Earl in the blue ribbon, Lord Cam- 
ar! Gower] and the other noble Earl, very lately a ſecre- 4er. | 
yof ſtate, Earl of Dartmouth] ſ-em to oppoſe the preſent 
otion on two grouds ; firſt, as it may be the means of giving 
telligence to the provincials relative to the ſtate, condition, 

d number of our troops in America; and ſecondly, as this 
otion, ſhould it receive your Lordſhips approbation, may 
productive of ſeveral others directed to the ſame object. 
heartily approve of their Lordſhips ' caution and forefight ; 
ro" | believe, though I have no reaſon to know it, as the 
oble Duke has not communicated his intentions to me, that 

eir Lordſhips fears are well founded. I dare ſay the noble 
uke, ſhould he carry his firſt point, does not mean to reſt - 
$Enquiry there, and proceed no further, I rather think he 
| pon will. 


LS 


Lordſhips allude to. They will not ſay it is parliamentary 


| bourhood, previous to the affair at Lexington, we ſhall fur. 


formed; much leſs ſo, if the enquiry goes only to a point, [ 


| Rate, has informed us, that we are in a ſtate of war, that {e- 
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will go on: I am ſure the preſent ſituation of affairs, both n 
in England and America, requires that he ſhould. The i; 
noble Los have talked of the accounts of meaſures agreed o 
on in this country, being ſo early known in the rebel cany, ſhe 
I ſhould be glad to know what . of information their e 


information, becauſe no rebel camp exiſted at the time we liſ 
ſat here, at leaſt, ſo as to reach it any conſiderable time after 
Parliament roſe. If it be a cabinet information, that js 1 
matter we are, it ſeems, to have nothing to do with. But 
there 1s ſomething extremely curious in another part of this 
argument: the noble Lords in office tell you, that by giviag 
an account of the number of troops in Boſton and its neigh- 


niſh the rebels with intelligence of a very dangerous nature, 
What! Surely not, if the rebel camp be ſo very well in- 


ſuppoſe well known to every man this inſtant within the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſets Bay. While I am up, my Lords, youlhiz« 


will give me leave to ſay a few words to the general queſtion, on 


The noble Earl, ſo lately one of his Majeſty's ſecretaries a or 


creſy, is of courſe neceſſary. I deny that we are. Peace i 
fill within our power; nay, we may command it. A ſul- 
penſion of arms on our part, if adopted in time, will(ſecure 
it for us; and I may add, on our own terms. From which 
it is plain, as we have been the original aggreſſors in this bu- pp 
ſineſs, if we obſtinately perſiſt, we are fairly anſwerable for 
all the conſequences. I again repeat, what I often urge 
before, that J was againſt this unnatural war from the begin- 
ning. I was equally againſt every meaſure from the inſtant 
the firſt tax was propoſed to this minute. When, therefore, 
it is inſiſted, that we aim only to defend and enforce our ow! 
Tights, I poſitively deny it. I contend, that America hayn 
been driven, by cruel neceſſity, to defend her 2 from the 
united attacks of violence, oppreſſion, and injuſtice, I con: 
tend, that America has been indiſputably aggrieved, Per- 
haps, as a domineering Engliſhman, wiſhing to enjoy the 
ideal benefit of ſuch a claim, I might urge it with earneft- ob. 
neſs, and endeavour to carry my point ; but if, on the other voti 
hand, I reſided in America, that I felt or was to feel the eon. 
fects of ſuch manifeſt injuſtice, I certainly ſhould reſiſt t 
attempt with that degree of ardour ſo daring a violation 
what ſhould be held dearer than life itſelf, ought to enkindle 
in the breaſt of every freeman. Here, my Lords, I ſpeak ic 
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n American, or as one reſiding in America, who finding 


he Wicaſelf deprived of his liberty, and his property attacked, 
ed Mould refift, and with all his might repel the aggreſſor. On 


he other hand, as living in this country, and ſubje to the 
ws of it, I always have, and 1 hope always ſhall, pay a pro- 
r obedience to them, But, my Lords, purſuing the ideas 
a native American, or a perſon reſiding in that country, 
hat muſt be the ſenſe they feel of the repeated injuries that 
ave for a ſucceſſion of years paſt been heaped on them ?- 
ohave their property, under the idea of aſſerting a right to 


his fax them, voted away by one act of Parliament, and their 
no barters, under an idea of the ſupreme authority of the Bri- 
W. legiſlature, ſwept away by another vote of Parliament. 


hus depriving them, or rather claiming a right to diſpoſe of 
ery ſingle Killing they are worth, without one of them 
ing repreſented by the perſons pretending to exerciſe this 
ght; and thus ſtripping them of their natural rights, grow- 
gout of the conſtitution, confirmed by charter, and recog- 
ized by every branch of the legiſlature, without examina- 
jon, or even Wi | ing. I will fairly appeal to your 
ordſhips, if there be one among you, could ſubmit to ſuch 
tolerable oppreſſions; nay further, if you would not all 
ite as one man, were you in ſuch a ſituation, to oppoſe the 


u-WWxccution of fo. lawleſs and unjuſt a power. I do not mean, 
ue Lords, to go through the whole of this buſineſs. I re- 
chlWErve that for ſome future day: I dare ſay 1 ſhall have many 
u-Wpportunitics, and I pledge myſelf to your Lordſhips, on 
fort day, that I will prove Great Britain has been the ag- 


reſſor ; that America has only acted on the defenſive, and 
hat were I an American, and wanted a proper ſenſe of the 
uries attempted to be exerciſed towards me, that I ſhould 


reha think them juſtifiable, ſo far as I wanted ſpirit to reſiſt, 
WO ed was conſcious to myſelf, that I was undeſerving the en- 
4 ment of any privilege, that I was mean, cowardly, or ab- 
the 


d enough to tamely relinquiſh. 


dels, remarked with ſome ſeverity on the conduct of the 
oble and learned Lord who ſpoke laſt. But if the preſent 
otion be objectionable, on the ground it now ſtands, un- 
dnnefted wit any other, how much more ſtrongly ought 
ou to reſiſt it, when the learned Lord informs you, that it 
| to be followed by ſeveral more of a ſimilar nature. This 
lng clearly the real intention of the noble Duke who made 
e motion, I truſt, if any doubt remained relative to the 

| | Con- 


Lord Lyttelton, after objecting to the motion, on the ground Lord Lys- 
dat it would be the means of conveying information to the ten. 
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confined view of the queſtion, as it ſimply ſtands before your 
Lordſhips, that this information will be a ſufficient motive 
with your Lordſhips to reject this in the firſt inſtance, The 
noble and learned Lord, digreſſing from the queſtion imme. 
diately before us, entered into a general view of matters of x 
much more important and weighty nature. His Lordfhip, 
tells you, that Parliament were the firſt aggreſſors; that the 
Americans are indiſputably aggrieved. Is this, my Lords, ; 
language fit to be endured within theſe walls? Are you to 
ſafter the acts of the Britiſh legiſlature, declared by the King, 
Lords, and Commons, to be branded with almoſt every op- 
probrious term that can poſſibly be conceived ? The noble 
and learned Lord tells you, that the Parliament has acted un- 
juſtly, oppreſſively, nay tyrannically ; that the American ot 
are juſtified in their reſiſtance; that if he was an American, g 
or reſided there, he would be one of the firſt ro reſiſt. I will 
venture to affirm to your Lordſhips, that if he was there, heli: 
could not effect the thouſandth part of the miſchief, we may: 
fairly preſume, what he has ſaid this day will produce; for rn 
you may reſt aſſured, that there is not a ſyllable of his ſpeech r. 
that will not get into the news-papers, and conſequently mabe 
its way to America. They will in thoſe accounts find the 
ſpeech of a moſt learned and eminent lawyer, famed in bh 
profeſſion, confirming them in every ſentiment of rebellion: 
and reſiſtance to the authority of the mother- country. The ee 
will find the legiſlature of Great Britain charged with tyran . 
oppreſſion, and uſurpation. They will find themſehefp!. 
branded as cowards, poltroons, and tame, abject ſlaves, u- 
worthy of the liberties they enjoy, if they do not reſiſt. Ib 
noble and learned Lord, while he ſets up to be ſo ſtrong u e 
advocate for liberty, ſays ſomething [ do not well compe ; 
hend, unleſs it be with a view ſtil] the more completely rer 
blacken and vilify this country. His Lordſhip tells you, eo 
an overbearing and domineering Engliſhman, he ſhould Wir 
to triumpf and trample on the liberties of America. | in 
not pretend to exactly ſay what his native impulſes may bel 
that reſpect; but I will venture to aſſert, that he thinks ve) 
differently from the majority of this Houſe, and the no 
of this nation; neither of which want to invade the rights 9 
America, much leſs trample on its liberties, The noble Lo" 
ſays, in the ſame breath, that, as an American, he wouk 
reſiſt ſuch an invaſion. But as it is not the intention of Gre 
Britain to do the one, fo I truſt ſhe will never deſiſt, till f 
obtains a full and complete obedience and ſubmiſſion to! 


exerciſe of her conſtitutional power, On a former m_ 
45 | ay 
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wing only ſaid that thoſe who were for ſupporting the un 


tive N tural claims of America, were in fact ſurrendering the rights 
[he the Britiſh Parliament into the hands of our rebellious 
me- bjects; 1 remember 1 was called to order, and ſeverely re- 
of 2 Wchended by one or two noble Lords on the other ſide. In 
hip Wy opinion I was ſubſtantially right; but allowing it to be 
the therwiſe, how much more blame-worthy is it for the noble 


87 


„ ond to riſe and condemn acts of Parliament, the laws of the 
1 to Wed, and the conſtitutional ſenſe of the whole nation? ] truſt, 
ne, e noble and learned Lord already fees the impropriety of 
op- is conduct, how very unparliamentary it is, how diſreſpect- 


| to the body of which he is a member, how injurious to 
arliament at large; but above all, that he will think of the 
onſequence, and in time retra& his words; otherwiſe he 


an, ay be aſſured, thoſe exceptional, thoſe miſchievous expreſ- 
wilt ons, will ſhortly be echoed through all the papers, and be 
be afted over the Atlantic to rebellious America by the firſt con- 
ny eyance. Should the noble and learned Lord refuſe to re- 
for Wrat, 1 ſhall be in the judgment of your Lordſhips, whether 


r not, to avoid the conſequence J have pointed out, he ſhould 
ot be obliged to explain himſelf, according to the uſual and 
ſtabliſhed mode of Parliamentary proceeding. oY 

Lord Viſcount Dudley. I think the noble and learned Lord 
4 tranſgreſſed every rule of debate I ever remember to have 
ſeen obſerved in this Houſe, Not ſatisfied with condemning 
he meaſures of adminiſtration in general, he tells you very 
plainly, that America has been oppreſled, and that Great Bri- 
ain are the aggreſſors. He contends that reſiſtance is juſtifi- 
able, and that our ultimate views are views of tyranny and 
leſpotiſm. This, I confeſs, is ſpeaking pretty plainly ; but 
preſume his Lordſhip does not mean by ſuch palpale miſ- 
repreſentations, to perſuade us to adopt his opinions. On the 
contrary, I am ſatisfied, that America, in this conteſt, only 
ums at independence: and that every conceſſion we may be 
induced to make, will only lay a foundation for new claims, 
In the courſe of this buſineſs I have obſerved, that much ſtreſs 
has been laid by the noble Lords on the other fide of the 
Houſe, that ſhould our preſent diſputes with America be ſpun 
out to any length, our manufactures muſt be ruined. Now, 


were the caſe, no perſon would feel the effects ſooner than 
myſelf; the other is, that nothing of the kind has been hither- 
to felt, at leaſt in my neighbourhood, which is deeply con- 
cerned in the American trade. I live in the midſt of a great 
anyfauring country, the trade of which depends a great 

5 5 | 8 deal 


Dudley. 


my Lords, I muſt inform you of two facts: one is, if that 


Lord Viſc . 


- manufactures are on the decline, that muſt of courſe createi 
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deal u pon their intercourſe with America; and yet, I can ly 
from the beſt information I have been able to collect, that u 
decline or ſtagnation in any of the great manufactures hy 
been yet felt. It is true, a want of employment among th 
nailors may poſſibly be a conſequence of our preſent diſputy 
with America; but if it ſhould, I truſt that adminiftrati 
will deviſe ſome mode of alleviating the miſeries of men n 
nifeſtly ſuffering in the cauſe of their country. 
The Duke of Richmond. The noble Lord who ſpoke li 
has at length confeſſed that the effects of our American w; 
begin to be already felt, particularly among the nailors, l 
is not many days fince the fame noble Lord aſſured us wit 
peat confidence, that the manufactures in his neighbou 
dod were in a moſt flouriſhing thriving ſtate; that the pes. 
ple' were fully employed ; and that new channels for diſpoſing 
of the commodities formerly ſent to America were happil 
opened. What does his Lordſhip now tell you? that a ftw. 
nation at leaſt in one branch has commented, and very mc 
deftly defires adminiſtration to deviſe ſome means of compen- 
paring the ſufferers. This, I muft own, has to. me a very od 
ſound. We have already voted fourthillings in the pound; o 


deficiency in the funds; the manufacturers will want employ: 
ment, and ſomething muſt be done for them. I think yout 
Lordſhips ought to conſider this matter in a very ſerious light 
before you proceed a ſtep further. You ſhould view the mes. 
ſures at large, and fairly conclude on the conſequences taken 
kn; ant "The noble Earl lately in office (Lord Dartmoutt) 
told us the laſt day we met here, that we were to have peace 
with America; that it was the fixed reſolution of adminiſtn- 
tion to adopt conciliatory meaſures. Now, what does he tel 
your Lordſhips? That we are in a ſtate of war; that ſecrec) 
is the life and eſſence of ſuch a ſtate; that we ſhould ſtud: 
ouſly conceal what every body knows in one inſtance, and 
withold ſecrets from this Houſe long ſince grown ftale in 
the rebel camp? The principle which feems to direct the 
policy of the. noble Lord, is no leſs worthy of animadverſion. 
e has no information himſelf, his friends have none, ani 
he will hear none. In fact, his Lordſhip is as careful to keep 
every degree of information from this Houſe, as from the ge- 
nerals Lee, Putnam, or Waſhington ; for when Mr, Penn 
delivered him the petition, he did not think proper to aſk bim 
a ſingle queſtion ; when Mr. Penn was on the laſt day ex# 
mined at your Lordſhips bar, his Lordſhip ſhewed a ſimilar 
averſion to any thing which might wear the moſt diſtant ap 
| | pearancè 
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earance of looking for information. While I am up, and. 
xaking on the ſubjeR of that day's examination, I cannot 
void ſaying a few words on the conduct of one or two noble 
ards. From the time that the Houſe agreed to examin 
Mr. Penn, till the day he was examined, I determined to have 
10 fort of communication with him; yet, from what had 
allen from the noble Earl in the 'blue ribbon, and the no- 
le Earl lately in office, I wiſhed to avoid aſking that gentle- 
nan any queſtions which might probably be diſagreeable, or 
mbarraſs him. Accordingly, when I came into the Houſe, 
javing previouſly drawn upa lift of ſuch queſtions as I thought 
oper to put to him, I went below the bar and deliyered him 
e paper, deſiring him to object to ſuch as he thought pro- 
er. He kept the paper a few minutes, and returned it to me 


i vith an afſurance, that the liſt contained not a 1 queſ- 
pa on he was not ready to anſwer. In this tranſaction, my 
zo Lords, I flattered myſelf that 1 had acted with all imaginable 
noMcaution and candour. Yet what was the conſequence ; but 
en that the noble Earl who preſides at the head of the admiralty, 


rged me with previouſly conſulting the witneſs, with an in- 
tention, 1 preſume, to fabricate a particular kind of evidence on 
purpoſe to miſleadthis Houſe. Such language was, in my opini- 
bn, extremely unparliamentary, and deſerving of your Lordſhips 
liſcountenance and diſapprobation ; yet, after I had explained 
the mattter nearly in the ſame words I do now, what ſhall we 
ay to the unjuſtifiable conduct of another noble Lord {Lord 
yttelton] who again repeated the ſame charge, mixed with 
a direct imputation, that the witneſs gave a partial teſtimony ? 
But this is the noble Lord, my Lords, who ſtands up fo 
warmly for parliamentary order and the decorum of debate, 
and ſo ſeverely condemns the noble and learned Lord on my 
right hand for being guilty of what he calls a violation of it. 
It is true, I always hear that noble Lord with infinite plea- 
ſure and delight; he ſpeaks ſo finely, ſo harmoniouſly, his 
locution is ſo charming, and his action ſo juſt and ſtriking, 
that he affords me no ſmall degree of entertainment. 9 

Mr. Garrick himſelf more; yet before the noble Lord is - 4 
very ready to cenſure others in reſpect of tranſgreſſions, ſuch 
4 he now attributes to the learned and noble Lord, he ſhould 
collect how ready he is himſelf to offend in a ſimilar manner. 
lis Lordſhip has laboured greatly to reconcile the learned 
's expreſſions to each other. — Lordſhips, I dare ſay, 
* W-* already perfectly ſatisfied of his ability in that way. He 
usa knack of reconciling very ſtrange things indeed! I hope 

e vill be able to reconcile his conduct on the firſt day of the 
Vor. IV, N ſeſſion, 


Earl of 
Dartnicuth, 


nay of conceſſion. I avow myſelf ſtill of the ſame opinion 
I affirmed early in this debate, that both countries are in 
ſtate of war ; that ſecreſy reſpecting our operations, and tix 


ſeſſion, and the part he has ſince taken. I need not hope! 


be better employed in immediate relation to himſelf, th 


the whole, my Lords, I cannot help obſerving, that the co 


he deceived your Lordſhips relative to the naval arrangemen 


would have witheld your ſupport. A noble Lord in the oth 
_ Houſe pledged himſelf, that an army of 10,000 men woll 


the conſequences of which the miniſters heads are to be: 


ſhould be deemed adviſable, 1 hope that the doctrine will 
accepted of in all its parts; truſt the executive power, al 
let the executive power be eventually reſponſible to the leg cke 


former debate: I am doubly fo to the noble Duke who ſpol 
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J may reſt aſſured that his Lordſhip is able to reconcile ore: oi 
difficulties and contradictions than even that itſelf, His Lo 
ſhip will, however, excuſe me, if I think his ingenuity woy 


about any matter reſpecting the noble and learned Lord. 0 


duct of adminiſtration has been very extraordinary. Then 
ble Earl in the blue ribbon has told you he has been deceive 
The noble Earl at the head of the admiralty has told you th 


of laſt year; leſt if he had made the neceſſary demands, yy 


look America into ſubmiſſion. The ſame noble Lord h 
again undertaken to perform the ſame taſk with 25,000 me 
What then in ſuch a ſtate of impoſition, confeſſed weakne 
and contradiction, has your Lordſhips to direct you? Wh 
the noble Earl in the blue ribbon deſires you, very graveh 
to place an implicit confidence in adminiſtration. He tel 
you, that no miſcarriage can happen, if you will truſt hi 
and his brethren in office. This is ſpeaking pretty confident 
ly, and with no ſmall degree of hazard. I preſume his Lord 
ſhip is not ignorant of the true purport of ſuch languageit 
this Houſe ; it is no leſs than fairly engaging in meaſun 


ſwerable for. If, therefore, the preſent motion ſhould þ 
over- ruled, and that this implicit confidence in miniſt 


lative for all the conſequences. a 
The Earl of Dartmouth. I am much obliged to any nobl 
Lord who riſes to remind me of any thing I have ſaid in 


laſt, for aſſiſting my memory to words ſo juſtly expreſſive ¶ Ne 
my real ſentiments. I ſaid it was the intention, the moſt eat 
neſt wiſh of adminiſtration, to adopt meaſures of conciliation 


ſtate of our troops, was become neceſſary. I think in 4 
this there is nothing verſatile: nor contradictory. If abſolutt 
war were finally agreed on, I preſume his Grace would 1 


contend that peace would not be the ultimate object. * 
FE. * | | thel 
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can the noble Duke conclude, from my ſaying that this 
ore eis in a ſtate of war, that conſequently the views of 
winiſtration were directed to the conqueſt of America; 
en in the ſame breath I added, that the armaments, both 
ſea and land, were made chiefly with an, intention of pro- 
Ring ſuch in America as continue well affected to the mo- 
country, and reſtoring them to the liberty of acting con- 
mably to their own ſentiments ? I repeat again, that I have 
ſort of diſinclination to gratify the curioſity of the noble 
ge who made the motion; were the information to be con- 
ed to the object barely of the preſent, queſtion ; but under- 
ading from the learned. and noble Lord who ſpoke early in 
debate, that other information of the ſame nature will 
deſired, I muſt for that reaſon give it my hearty negative. . 
xd Viſcount Dudley. I do not retract my former. aſſer- Lord Viſ- 
n, that the manufactures in my neighbourhood were never 8 * 
amore flouriſning condition: I am ſure they never were; 
one good reaſon may be aſſigned, why the American 
le in general ſhou}d have been briſker for ſome time paſt 
muſual, becauſe the people in America, foreſeeing the con- 
uences of the non-importation and non- exportation agree - 
nt, provided accordingly, which cauſed an encreaſed de- 
nd, I have made it my buſineſs to enquire, and from the 
ſt authentic information have no doubt of the truth of what 
firm. The noble Duke has therefore miſtaken-my. mean- 
. Nay further, the very nail- making buſineſs has not yet felt 
ſtagnation, at leaſt the people employed in that buſineſs 
e had yet no reaſon to complain. But, my Lords, ſaying 
is, I am toinform your Lordſhips, that that may not much 
ger continue to be the caſe ; for J believe the fact truly is, 
at the great nail manufacturers, long ſince the demand has 
ckened, have ſtill continued to employ their men; the bu- 
es, as reſpecting the journeymen, has of courſe been equal- 
briſk. - But, my Lords, there may be a time when the in- 
venience, or rather the impracticability of ſuch a conduct 
N arrive; I mean when the great manufacturers can no 
ger, with juſtice to themſelves, accumulate a commodity. 
which they have no vent. It is to guard againſt the con- 
uence ſuch a period would produce, I now ſay, that ad- 
niſttation would do well to interpoſe, and endeavour to find 
 Journeymen employment. NOM HTcaut pronto 
The Lord Camden. The noble Lord who ſo ſeverely ani- 
dverted on my conduQ, reſpecting certain opinions main- . 
& by me in the courſe of my | a having offered ſo din. Came 
| f 5 EEO little 
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little immediately directed to combat the juſtice and truth d 
thoſe opinions, I might well ſtand excuſed in your Lordſhi 
judgment, as well as my own, in not riſing to reply to the 
if I were not doubtful it might be conſtrued into pufilay 
mity, or a conviction that T Hadi acted improperly, and 
reſblved to ſubmit to his Lordſhipꝰ S cenſure in ſilence. When 
therefore, his Lordſhip makes a general charge of inconſiſteny 
againſt me, I tell him that I think I am perfectly conſiſtent 
that I might aſſert one thing as an Engliſhman, and refit 
as an American! The noble Lord ſays, it is indecent and u 
parliamentaty to arraign an act of Parliament, unleſs it bet 
a motion for its repea}; I never knew any ſuch a rule of 
bate obſerved in either Hoaſe of Parliamettt. If there be, 
contend that it is eſſentially deſtructive of the freedom of 
bate, and ſHall never be obſer ved by me; till I am fairly ti 
up by a vote of your Bardſhips to that purpoſe. But if th 
rule were a good one, only ſee how it would operate in t 
pteſent caſe—the queſtion ſubſtantially before us is, whetht 
or not the acts ofithe Britiſh Parliament reſpecting Ameri 
be founded in juſtiee, and be conſonant to the principles 
this conſtitutien. Frame ten, or ten thouſand motions, thi 
will all at laſt come to this. queſtion. What then is the pit 
port of the noble Lord's argument? I allow the tn 
queſtion relates ſolely to the juſtice and wiſdom of thoſe ad 
ſou may. fs any thing elſe you pleaſe; but on them you mi 
be ſilent; 1 appeal to your Lordſhips, if this be not t 
natural and obvious meaning of the cenſure attempted to 
paſſed on my words, and the reſtraint that would be the cos 
ſequence ſhould your Lordſhips' think I deſerved” it.—Ne 
my Lords, till I am fairly precluded from exerciſing my riglt 
as a Peer of this Houſe, of declaring my ſentiments open 
of diſcufling every ſubject ſubmitted to my conſideration wi 
freedom, I ſhall never be prevented from performing my di 
by any threats, however warmly and eagerly ſupported, ( 
ſecretly ſuggeſted. I do aſſure your Lordſhips, that 1 A 
heartily tired of the ineffective ſtruggle I am engaged in. 
would thank any of your Lordſhips who ſhould procurea vil 
to be paſſed for ftlencing me. It would be a favour mo 
ateful than any other it would be in the power of yi 
Lordſhips to beſtow; but until that vote has received yo 
Lordſhips ſanction, I muſt ſtill think, and ſhall ynitorm 
continue to aſſert, that Great Britain was the firſt aggreſio 
that moſt, if not all of the acts, were founded and framed! 
oppreſſion; and that if I were an American, I ſhould rt 
e the laſt ſuch manifeſt exertions of tyranny, violence, 
2 a * jojuſti 
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ice, When T arraign thoſe acts, I would willingly 
un line, diſtinguiſhing theſe which have created the pre- 
troubles from thoſe that preceded them; becauſe the lat- 
Lam authorized to ſay, did not ditectiy operate, though". 


„ however, I contend'that there has not been à ſingle ſtep © 
conſequence throughout this whole buſineſs, that did not 
purpoſe of raifing a revenue. That, my Lords, is the 


ming more immediately to the matter I roſe to explain: ; 
2 was ſent to Boſton under tlie idea, as was pretended, of 


2 number of men in diſguiſe, aſſiſted by a mad rabble. 
act, at the time diſavowed by the whole province in theitꝰ 
iſative and conſtitutional capacity; and never, from that“ 
5 to this, offered to be juſtified, either in writing or dif- 
urſe. How did Great Britain act on this occaſion? With- 
t making any demand of reparation; without making a 
ile enquiry, or calling for a ſingle evidence to prove 
delinquency of a ſingle inhabitant of the province of 
laſſachuſets Bay, you ſhut up its port, you deprived thou- 
nas of the means of living, of the fruits of their honeſt 
luſtry, though you were convinced they diſapproved of 
e at as much as yourſelves. Beſides you robbed people 
their property, by rendering their landed eſtates, their 
uſes, wharfs, &c. uſeleſs. If this was not injuſtice, the” 
oft wanton in its nature, and the moſt aggravated in its 
ircumſtances, that was ever exerciſed in a free, nay in a de- 
otic country, I am ſure I know not what tyranny or deſpo- 
m is. Such was the complexion of your next act, that of 
ipping the province of its charter, without previouſly pro- 
ing that the powers delegated by it were abuſed and legally 
rfeited ; in fine, without examination or enquiry of any 
Ind whatever. And laſtly, that laſt inhuman act of endea- 
avouring to ſtarve half a million people into compliance, 
d thereby involving the guil and innocent in one common 
unſhment., Theſe, my Lords, are ſome of the few reaſons* 
myT1think that Great Britain has been the aggreſſor; that 
be has been cruel, oppreſſive, unjuſt and unrelenting ; and 
eſe, my Lords, are the motives which would induce me, 
dere J an American, to reſiſt them as the moſt open and dan- 
erous attacks upon my liberty, property, and, in ſnhort, every 
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lng held dear as a freeman. 


doubtedly they laid the foundation for the fotmer. Saying 


eſt grievance, the ſource and patent of every other. Bit” 


ſoreing a commercial regulatlon. The tea was deſtroyed © 
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- 2 The Lord | Mansfield.” My Lords, I did not intend to 


1 perceive the debate has taken a very. different turn. The 


Their ſtruggles in the reign of King William, compelled that 


the year 1755, when a new adminiſtration was formed, brought 


America; and [I believe would have avoided it, if ſome cit— 
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ſpeak to the queſtion, for you will perceive by my, voice thy 
I am not well. If, therefore, I ſhould not expreſs. myſelf þ 
clearly as I could with, I will truſt to your indulgence, The 
queſtion before your Lordſhips is ſimply, whether it will he 
proper to give the papers now called for, If the giving them u 
the Houſe will be productive of no, inconvenience, and gin 
neceſſary information, I think the motion ſhoujd be compliel 
with. On the other hand, if the motion will anſwer no obe 
2 purpoſe, and may poſſibl diſcloſe matter proper to be 

t ſecret, I think the deſired information ought to be with. 
held. Theſe, my Lords, are the objects of the, motion ; but 


queſtion at large has forced itſelf into diſcuſſion, and [ fore. 
ſee ever will, til] it is decided one way or the other, The 
bad conſequences of planting northern colonies were early Hur 
predicted. Sir Joſiah Child foretold, before the Revolution, 

that they would, in the end, prove our rivals in power, com: 
merce, and manufactures. Davenant adopted the ſame ideas, 
foreſaw what has ſince happened: he foreſaw that whenerer 
America found herſelf of ſufficient ſtrength to contend with 
the mother country, ſhe would endeavour to form herſelf in- 
to a ſeparate and independent ftate. This has been the con- 
ſtant object of New England, almoſt from her earlieſt infancy, 


prince to recall their former charter, and give them a new 
one; and towards the concluſion of his reign, to get an ad 
paſſed, that no law enacted in the colonies ſhould be valid, 
if contrary to any law at the time exiſting in England. Thok 
diſputes ſcarce ſubſided from that day. to this. I remember 
in the year 1733, Mr. Talbot (afterwards chancellor) pro- 
poſed a ſet of reſolutions in the Houſe of Commons, in which 
the nature of the diſputes then ſubſiſting were directly pointed 
at, and ſimilar doctrines to thoſe maintained at preſent by the 
Britith Parliament fully aſſerted. So matters continued til 


about by a coalition, in effecting which I had the honour of 
being an inſtrument. I remember at that time the. miniſtry 
were extremely unwilling to engage in a war on account of 


cumſtances had not intervened, which gave another turn to 
the diſputes then ſubſiſting. Not that I would be underſtood ier 
to ſay, that America was not the true cauſe of the war then 
undertaken, I am certain it was. A vulgar opinion prevailed, 
that we armed in defence of Hanover ; the contrary was x 

£ tainlf 
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ards aſſumed, the preſervation of America was what ori- 
nally brought us into it. At the concluſion of the peace, 
e inconveniences which have fince ariſen were then partly 
reſeen ; but they were, however, balanced with a ſuitable 
gree of wiſdom againſt thoſe which might have been pro- 
ced by embracing the other part of the alternative, If 
anada was reſtored to France, it would have laid a founda- 
on for future diſputes, and future wars; it would have been 
e ſource of endleſs contention between both nations. This 
as the preciſe ſtate of the caſe, previous to the laying on the 


le mp act. An idea then prevailed, that America, from her 
© Wicreaſed power and ability to pay, ſhould contribute to alle- 
bete the burdens ſhe had been inſtrumental in loading this 


untry with. I ſhall not pretend to ſay, how proper ſuch a 


eaſure might have been. As things have ſince turned out, 


e time ſo much as offered to ſay a word againſt it. The 
xt year the declaratory law was paſſed, without any oppo- 


t, being then at the head of his Majeſty's counſels, and pre- 
ling on the woolſack, was preſent when the port-duties 
re laid on, and never ſaid a word againſt them, I am ſor- 
they were ever laid on. Much about the ſame time, the 
t for extending the act of Henry the Eighth, relative to the 
jal of perſons for offences committed out of the realm, was 
ſed; the ſame learned Lord retained his former ſituation, 
d the noble Duke, who made the motion this day, then 


r elding at the head of the Treaſury, were both in the cabi- 
1 t, and not a word was ſaid then againſt the meaſure. I am 


ry that bill was paſſed. And, laſtly, the very bill the 
arned Lord hath this day beſtowed ſo many hard names upon, 
ative to ſtopping up the port of Boſton, was paſſed without 
manner of oppoſition. Of the ſucceeding acts I ſhall ſay 


ner were equally ſo, I do not pretend to ſtate the matter 
curately, but as well as my memory is able to aſſiſt me; I 
not think that America complains of particular injuries, ſo 
uch as ſhe does of the violation of her rights. Tf Ido not 
Make, in one place, the congreſs fum up the whole of their 
evances in the paſſage of the declaratory act, which aſſerts 
ſupremacy of Great Britain, or the power of making laws 
America in all caſes whatſoever. That is the true bone 
contention, They poſitively deny the right, not the mode 
ererciſing it, They would allow the King of Great Bri- 

| | tain 


inly the caſe. Whatever form the war might have after- 


im ſorry the ſtamp act ever paſſed ;, however, no perſon at | 


jon. In a year after, the noble and learned lord, who ſpoke - 


thing, but that if the others were juſtifiable, I think the 
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| tain a nominal ſovereignty over them, but nothing elſe, I 
would throw off the dependency on the crown of Great M 
tain, but not on the perſon of the King, whom they wy 
render a cypher. In fine, they would ſtand in relation 
Great Britain as Hanover now ſtands ; ar, more prope 
ſpeaking, as Scotland ſtood towards England, previous to 
treaty of Union, His Lordſhip then entered into a variety 
detailed reaſonings, to ſhew that the views of America ye 
directed to independence; that Great Britain could not eu 
cede without relinquiſhing the whole, which he ſuppoſed 
not intended ; and that canſequently, any meaſure of cond 
liation, in the preſent ſituation of ace, and the declaredi 
tentions of America, would anſwer no end, but furniſti 
her with grounds to erect new claims on, or to hold out ter 

of a obedience and ſubmiſſion. 

Lord Mycambe [ Earl of Shelburne] I do not pretend, 
ticularly at this late hour, to follow the noble and leam 
Lord over the very wide circuſt he has taken. So much, hg 
ever, I can affirm, that were I as well ſatisfied, as his La 
ſhip ſeems to be, that America aims ultimately at indepy 

dence, I ſhould be one of the firſt in this Houſe, who wa 
be for adopting the moſt firm and deciſive meaſures; not hay 
yet brought myſelf to approve of the very extraardinary p 
. poſition, of breaking off all political or commercial connec 
.with that country, His Lordſhip has ſtated the caſe of 

land, as applying to the ſubject of the preſent unhappy « 
putes, and was pleaſed to allude to ſomething which drop 
from me the laſt night on that ſubject, inferring from then 
that as Ireland is a ſubordinate kingdom, dependent on 
crown of Great Britain, the true dependence of America 
thereby clearly marked out, as diſtinguiſhed from thoſe cla 
of America, which maintain that their obedience and ſubn 
ſion reach no farther than to the mere perſon of the, pri 
upon the throne, Taking the premiſes to be true, I peric 
coincide with his Lordſhip ; for I always have, and everk 
think, that both Ireland and America are ſubordinate to! 
country; but I ſhall likewiſe retain my former opinion, ti 
they have rights, the free and unimpaired exerciſe of wil 
ſhould be preſerved inviolate. The principal, the fundamt 
tal right, is that of granting their own money, The In 
have always exerciſed that right uninterrupted, ſo has A 
rica till very lately; and that this invaluable privilege 5 | 
ing to be wreſted from them, I take to be the true grievand 
remove that away, and every thing, I dare ſay, will ſoon 
turn into its former channel, I do not here promiſe to” 
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ge ideas of every perſon on the other fide of the Atlantic 
icriminately. There may be ſome factious, ambitious, 
dbulent ſpirits there. I would be underſtood to ſpeak here 
the prevailing governing diſpofitions of both countries. 
here may, on the other hand, be many 3 in this coun- 
„ ſo miſtaken as to deſire a revenue; but what I mean is, 
at if the claim of taxation was fairly relinquiſhed, without 
ſervation, I am confident the ſapremacy of the Britiſh 
vrliament would be acknowledged and acquieſced in by 
erica, and peace between both countries be once more” 


pily reſtored 
The noble and learned Lord ſpeaks ſomething — 


calition, or union of opinion on ſome leading points. 


Iſh to become a member of adminiſtration. I am an in- 
pendent man, and mean to continue ſo ; but if any general 
an ſhould be adopted, I ſhould in the firſt inſtance, put in 
claim to reſtrain the power and mode of exereiſing the 
nſtitutional plan of royal requiſition, ſo as to prevent the 
own, or the miniſters for the time being, from employing 
to purpoſes of finance and patronage, which might tend to 
row ſtill more weight and influence into the hands of go- 
rament, already grown much too formidable and powerful. 
ie fatal effects of this encreaſed ſtrength in the crown, has 
en ſeverely felt in another kingdom. It was to guard 
inſt it, in ſome meaſure, that the act paſſed in the reign of 
William, for limiting the army ſerving in Ireland 
12,000 men. Though the army, till very lately, was 
ntinued at that number, other means were deviſed to 
ploy the power of the crown in that country, to purpoſes 
erating nearer home. It is therefore on the hint now 
rown out by the learned and noble Lord, that I lay in my 
um thus early to avert, or rather to totally provide pre- 
ntatives againſt, the miſchicfs to be dreaded, from encreaſ- 
p the power of the crown, on the footing of any plan of 
neiliation which may be propoſed and agreed on ultimately 
tween Great- Britain and America, The noble and learned 
dd will, I truſt, excuſe me, when I ſet him right relative to 
fact, which he has mis-ſtated or forgot. His Lordſhip ſays, 
Boſton port- bill paſſed without any oppoſition. I beg leave 
remind his Lordſhip, that it was warmly oppoſed ; that I, 
long ſeveral other Lords who entertained ſimilar ſentiments, 
ined our diſapprobation in the warmeſt and moſt decifive 


a 
10 1 
1. 


d myſelf in an aukward ſituation. I do not, for my part, 


ms; nor fhall I be ever reconciled to that bill, nor the char- 


Vor. , O der 


97 


\ 


Duke. of 
Richmond. 


ſtances relative to the paſſing of the Boſton port: bill; 


ter bill, that accompanied it. They were both founded i 


and to create a forfeiture, without any delinquency prone 


deceived ; or that he had ſuffercd in the leaſt by his com 


muſt put his Lordſhip in mind, that it was very ftrenv0 


from the inhabitants of Maſlachuſcts Bay, and preſled 
| p- | : n 
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manifeſt injuftice, to puniſh men unheard in one inſta 


in the other, were fuch acts as muſt continue to diſgrace v 
ſtatute books, till they are repealed. 

I truſt your Lordſhips will indulge me, with a word ort 
to the queſtion. The noble Earl in the blue ribbon, wh 
ſpoke carly in the debate, and the noble Lord lately in- 

ce, ſpeak as if ſuch information as that now deſired, was u 
only umproper to be given, but even indecent and unpy 
hamentary to be aſked, I proteſt to your Lordſhips, I ne 
heard till this night ſo extraordinary an idea maintained, 
the firſt place, their arguments prove the very reverſe: f 
prove, that all ſecreſy will be nugatory, for that the ebe 
are better informed than the King's troops. But taking 
fact to be directly otherwiſc, what would their reaſoni 
amount to? Keep every thing a profound fecret, if a 
thing, at leaſt any thing material, tranſpires, our ſchem 
will be defeated. Now, for my part, I by no means appro 
of ſuch a mode of proceeding, even if engaged in a fore 
war with our natural and inveterate enemies. By the a 
counts tranſmitted down to us, this was not the conduct pu 
ſued by the immortal Marlborough. He always came o 
in the winter, and inſtead of wiſhing to conceal from | 
enemies, he generally ſtated minutely the meaſures puri 
during the preceding campaign; the operations, and tit 
actual or probable effects. His Grace did not even reſt o 
tented here, for he never failed to ſketch the great oull 
of the ſucceeding campaign, and the number of troop 
would be neceſſary to bring into the field, He was gener 
as good as his word, whateyer he promiſed he punCtul 
performed; and never in the courſe of ten ſuccethve cl 
paigns, did he once come to Parliament, to tell he had de 


nications to Parhament. 
- The Duke of Richmond. The noble and learned I 


who ſpoke late in the debate, has entirely forgot the cirel 
the oppoſition it met with from this fide of the Houle, 


oppoſed z and that, upon the very ground urged this ci 
debate. I remember very well too, that the noble and l: 
ed Lord foretold, that it would meet with no oppo 
imo 
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w mouſly as the beſt means of enſuring it ſucceſs. It was on 
ne faith of thoſe aſſurances, that the bill was not oppoſed on 


he third reading, It was treated no more than as a matter 
mere form, the bill was to be paſled, the tea was to be 
aid for, and tranquility was to be the conſequence. How 
niſtrably thoſe perſons, who reaſoned in this manner were 
eceived, or how miſerably they endeavoured to miſlead 
thers, and I am ſorry to ſay in ſome meaſure ſucceeded, will 
truſt be not ſhortly forgotten. Before I fit down, I thall 
uſt mention a very particular circumſtance, which happened 

the time of — 4 that celebrated bill. None of the noble 
ords who diſapproved of the bill, having thought it neceſ- 
ary to attend at the third reading; to give it the greater 
lat, it was entered in the journals, nem. con. Whereas, it 
totally unuſual and unparliamentary to do ſo, when an op- 
oeſttion has been made to the bill in any ſtage. 


o withdraw that part of his third motion, relative to an ac- 
punt of the winter-quarters provided for the King's troops 
der the command of General Howe, previous to his put- 
ing the queſtion on the other part of it, reſpecting the force 
ropoſed to be brought into the field by the Provincials, ſpoke 
o the following effect: My Lords, it has been ſaid this day, 
hat CGireat-Britain is not able to coerce America. I ſhould 
e ſorry ſuch a notion ſhould prevail; nor do I think it well 
ounded, if it barely depended on a trial of ſtrength between 
e parties. If, on the other hand, we reflect but for an in- 
gen ant, that we cannot exert our whole force againſt. America, 
or with prudence or ſafety one half of it, that weighty con- 
ideration ſhould be always preſent in our minds. It is no 
enger a ſecret, that France will not permit us. In that 
rent, only think, my Lords, what a perilous ſituation we 
all be in. After having waſted a conſiderable part of our 
blood and treature in this unnatural conteſt; after we have 
jeu retched our ordinary means of carrying on this war as far as 
icy can go, nay probably anticipated them conſiderably; 
ur commerce on the decline, if not ruined 5; our, manufac- 
urers ſtarving, or enliſted for ſoldiers ; France, or perhaps 
he whole united ſtrength of the houſe of Bourbon, . declares 
zganſt us, Where, in ſuch a ſituation, are we to look for 
ex refourees? I ſolemnly affirm, and with grief aſſure your 
Lordſhips, T do gc. know. 1 am tolerably well acquainted 


Wh the fnances of this country 3 and J am ſure I. cannot 


O 2 think 


Several altercations now aroſe, as the Duke of Grafton pro- Duke of 
oled his ſeveral motions. His Grace, however, conſenting Crafien. 
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think of a ſingle tax, even in a time of perfect tranquility 

that could be deviſed, which would encreaſe the groſs receipt 

at his Majeſty's Exchequer, What then muſt be the cong. 

quence of a war at ſuch a period? when can venture to fore. 

tell, that one third, if not more, of the ordinary national re. 

3 Pros — be e | 

a _ ord Viſcount Town/hend paſſed ſeveral high complimen 
ue on the Duke of Grafton, nies to his lod of 10 
+ | Grace's abilities and candour when connected with admini. 
; {tration as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. He lamented great. 
. ly the freedom which had been taken in the courſe of the de. 
bate.---He obſerved, that the noble Duke had ſaid, we wer 

not in a ſituation to go to war without endangering this coun. 

try from becoming a province to France, Another noble 

Duke had aſſerted in debate, that what kept the troops il 

Boſton, was the imminent riſque of quitting it without being 

cut to pieces. This, he obſerved, might fuggeſt to the r- 


bels the very attempt. It was ſaid, that troops were to be ſem d 
to the ſouthward ; this might defeat the meaſure, for he vu 
4 certain, there was not a ſyllable ſaid in the Houſe that night, in 
1 that would not be expeditiouſly conveyed to America by bee 
WL firſt poſfible opportunity, | t 

a The Duke of Grafton cloſed the debate, by adding one mon * 


1 reaſon for wiſhing for conciliatory meaſures.---In the event 
have firſt ſtated, Great Britain muſt be ruined by proſecuting thus 
3 unnatural war. In the other, that is, ſuppoſing ſhe prevails, and 
| brings America to her feet, I ſhall fear that, if poſſible, ful 
- more; for I am perfectly convinced, that the liberties of Ameria 
once gore, thoſe of Great Britain will not long ſurvive them, 
The gueſtion being put upon the Duke of Grafton's mo- 
tion, it paſſed in the negative, No diviſion. : 
The Duke of Grafton's ſecond motion was, © That a fiat 
of the army now in America be laid before that Houle, ac: 
cording to the lateſt returns,” 

It paſſed in the negative, without a diviſion. 
He then moved, thirdly, © That his Majefty's ſervant 
do lay before the Houſe any plan or plans which may hate 
been adopted for aſſigning winter quarters for the troops non 
in America; and that an account of the number of forces i 
the Provincial army be laid before the Houſe according to tit 

beſt eſtimate that could be obtained.“ A 
The former part of this motion, reſpecting the winter quit: 
ters of the troops, was withdrawn. The latter part of Ui. 
motion being put, it was negatived without a diviſion. 
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7 % moved, fourthly, “ That an eſtimate of the forces now 
cn Great-Britain and ireland, be laid before the Houſe,” 

n. Affirmatived without a. diviſion, 

. He moved, fifthly, That an eſtimate of the military 


ce neceſſary, to be ſent againſt America, with an account 
{the number of artillery, &c. be laid before the Houſe.” 
Negatived, without a diviſion. | 

| November 16. 
Private buſineſs. 
| November 17. 


de. No debate. Adjourned to November 20. 

ere | November 20. | 

un. Lord Mansfc1d obſerved, that a bill of inditment had been Lord Manſ- 
bend by the grand Jury for Middleſex, againſt Elizabeth. 

zu ocheſs Dowager of Kingſton ; that a copy of that indict- 


ent, together with the certiorari, bad been laid before their 
ordſhips agreeable to order.* The agent for the proſecution 
id been aſked, Whether he was appriſed of the exiſtence 
a ſentence obtained from the eccleſiaſtical court?” He had 
ſwered affirmatively, ©* That he was appriſed of the exiſ- 
ce of ſuch a ſentence, but nevertheleſs he meant to pur- 
the indictment.“ | 
Such being the intention of the proſecutors, it remained 


ore 

tuch their Lordſhips to ſettle only the time and place of trial. 
his was a matter entirely within their own juriſdiction; 
and Heir Lordſhips poſſeſſed the right of adjuſting every formality 
ll eſſary to the trial of peers, and they were competent to 


e exerciſe of that right in a manner moſt ſuitable to their 
n ideas, The King and Peers of the realm formed a court 
judicature altogether conſonant with the ſpirit of the con- 
tution; but whether the trial of a peer was carried on 
the Parliament Chamber, in Weſtminſter-hall, a church, 
in any other ſpacious building, was altogether immaterial; 
memorial uſage had veſted the power of place and time in 
er Lordſhips? breaſts. If the trial of the Lady whoſe in- 
ment had given riſe to this deliberation thould be fixed in 
it Houſe, the Lord High Steward would act only in the ca- 
ty of Speaker: the interrogatories muſt be propounded 
o him, but he would have, in other reſpects, no authority 
atfoeyer ; he would give his ſingle voice like any other Peer. 
The aſcertainment of time and ſelection of place being 


On the 3d of November, Lord Mansfield preſented a petition from the Du- 

{s of Kingſton, ſetting forth the indictment, &c. On the 6th of November, the 

k of the Crown (according to order) prefented to the Houſe, a copy of the in- 

went, and the writ of certiorari; which were ordered to lie upon the tatle. 
8 8 bene, * 5 | thus 
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ed out of the ecclefiaſtical court, which ſentence to this him 
remained in full force: no attempts had been made to nWirt 
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thus within the power of their Lordſhips, it remained only 
ſtate the ſpecies of crime alledged againſt the Lady, the hy 
ter to guide their Lordſhips in their judgment on the occaſig 
There were crimes for which (if on their arraignmey 
Peers were found guilty) the legiſlature had denounced ten 
ble puniſhments. Their lives were forfeited to public juſtice 
their noble blood was corrupted ; their eftates were either: 
lienated by forfeiture to the Crown,. or they eſcheated to th 
parties, of whom they had been held. Such were the puniſ 
ments inflicted on Peers, whoſe offences were of the capi 
kind. For the trial of ſuch offenders, too public, too ave 
ful, too ceremonious a mode could hardly be adopted, Fi 
the ſake of example, this was neceſſary; for the ſake of ur 
Tor, it was perhaps uſeful. Bot with reſpe& to the caſe be 
fore their Lordihips, it was a charge, not of bigamy, but p 
1 > it was a clergyable offence, The indictment m 
inſtituted, not really at the ſuit of the crown; it was the pon 
ſecution of private individuals. There were offences of Me. 
public nature, of which the ref General, as an offi; 
of the King and of the pubhc, had a right to take cogn 
zance. He might exerciſe his diſcretionary judgment in 
termining what ſhould and what ſhould not be ſubjected 
padicetorial tribunal. This would not apply to the caſe be 
fore their Lordſhips. The Attorney General had not in wii 
tue of his office taken cognizance of the ſuppoſed offence, | 
came ſimply before their Lordſhips as a matter, although 
a criminal complexion, yet entirely of a civil nature. | 
was connected with other diſputes about property. I he i 
diẽtment was to be purfued in defiance of the ſentence obi 


lidate this ſentence ; nor had the decree affirmed by the Cor 
of Chancery, grounded on that ſentence, been yet appeal 


from. This ſhould ſeem, as if the Lady's opponents xte. 


too conſcious of the force of the ſentence to attempt an NI... 
lidation. They might be juſtified in this apprehenſion; bel, 
the noble Speaker had himſelf determined a cafe, whe, 
a gentleman of the fame family with the Earl of Briſtol i or 
late Thomas Hervey] was conoerned. It appearing by a ere 
tence of the eccleſiaſtical court, that he had been mani 7 
to a Lady who claimed him as her huſband, a verdict iu 
been given on the ground of that ſentence. By neal 
There was a ſtill ſtronger caſe to evince the validity of Me n 
eleſiaſtical ſentences. A man had been tried for the tors? 


of a will. The forgery was clearly proved, but a probate | 
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de will was exhibited and allowed to be a fufficient bar to 
nviction, Theſe cafes operated ſtrongly. They operated, 
t only to ſhew that the trial, ſo far from being as public, 
ould be as private as poſfible, but they gave riſe to this ob- 
Neon, Whether, in point of juſtice, there ſhould be any 
mal atall?” APecreſsof England was to be tried by her Peers. 
ebe curiofity of Europe would be excited. Admitting her to bo 
' uricted, cui bons? What good would reſult to the pub- 
e? What advantage would accrue to the proſecutors? Her 
nviction would not in the ſmalleſt degree affect any civil 
its now pending, or that might hereafter be inſtituted 
weeainſt this Lady. And as to the public at large, would her 
dnviction operate as an example? BY no means ; for no 
uniſhment could be inflifted on her. Say that ſhe was ar- 
zigned at the bar of that Houſe. Well! the eccleſiaſtical 
ntence would be exhibited in defence, and perhaps, put a 
op to the trial. Admitting, however, that this was not the 
ale; ſuppoſe the Lady found guilty. What then? “* Why 
jen ſhe makes your Lordſhips a curtſey, and you return the 
ompliment with a bow.” There is, to be ſure, for clergy- 
ble felonies ſuch a thing as burning in the hand, To the hand 
f a Lady this might be very difagreeable : but there hap- 
ns to be an act of Parliament which will not permit Peers 
ſuffer corporal puniſhment for any thing under a capital 
une. The Lady thcrefore pleads her Peerage, and takes 
er leave, | 


Caan there be no forfeiture ? Ves, of the perſonal effects. 
„c if the Lady ſhould be convicted, the Earl of Briſtol has 
eng claim to her perſonal effects; and as he has formally re- 
* ounced all title to the Lady, he will ſcarcely contradict 


umſelf, by laying claim to effects which can be his, only in 
irtue of marriage. The proſecutors therefore cannot ac- 
uire the ſmalleſt advantage from the conviction. | 

This being an exact ſtare of facts, the trial, neither being 


tended immediately with any ſervice to the public, nor 


heleſs, there was yet to ve a trial, the more privately it was 
onducted the more prudent would be the meaſures His 
ordſhip would not move to have the trial waved. There 
rere ſeveral modes of effecting that purpoſe, A noo pro- 
qu: was ſometimes obtained by an authorization under the 
en manual: ſometimes the Secretaries of State directed the 


& moyed to addreis his Mazeſty, That he would be gra- 
cioutly 


rentually with any advantage to the proſecutors, if, never- 


neaſure. In the caſe before their Lordſhips, the Houſe might 
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ciouſly pleaſed to give directions to the proper officer to gra 


of December next; that the Lords ſhould be ſummoned tw 


but the truth, ſo help you God, and the contents of th 


Lord Chan- 
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a nolo proſequi.” His Lordſhip did not intend to move fy 
ſuch an addreſs ; he threw out the meaſure only as a matte 
for future conſideration. For the preſent, he ſhould mom, 
That Eliſabeth, commonly called Ducheſs of Kingſtos, 
ſhould be tried at the bar of that Houſe on Monday the 18 


days previous thereto, and every day during the trial; thy 
their Lordſhips ſhould attend in their robes, and not depar 
the Houſe without leave; that the Uſher of the Black Ro 
ſhould keep the next door to where he fits locked, and ſhoull 
keep his lobby for the reception of the priſoner ; that the pr. 
ſoner ſhall be at liberty to croſs- examine the witneſſes, vin 
vace; that proclamation be made every day, that whoeyt 
knows any thing touching the matter in iſſue, ſhall come int 
Court, and fairly and fully diſcloſe the ſame ; and that i 
eath adminiſtered to the witneſſes on the trial, ſhall be int 
following words : --- <© You ſhall true anſwers make to al 
ſuch queſtions as ſhall be aſked of you, touching the matte 
in queſtion, and tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 


book.” -The motions were all agreed to without oppoſitio 
November 21. 

Private buſineſs. 

November 22, 

The Lord Chancellor moved, That circulating letters bt 
written to all the Peers, acquainting them, that the trial d 
Elifabeth, calling herſelf Ducheſs Dowager of Kingſton, wa 
fixed for Monday the 18th of December next, at the bar d 
that Houſe, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, to anſwer 
charge on an indictment found againſt her, under the named 
Elifabeth, the wife of the Hon. Auguſtus John Hervey, t 
faring their Lordſhips attendance ; and that in the notices giv 
to any of the Royal Family there be inſerted, ** that thi 
preſence is deſired by the Houſe,” | 

Agreed to. 

Ordered. Any perſon or perſons who may have occafi 
to ſpeak to the court, ſhall addreſs himſelf or herſelf to ti 
Lords in general, and not to the Lord high Chancellor. 

That when a Lord gives his judgment he ſhall deliver hi 
opinion upon his honour. 

That the clerk of the crown of the King's Bench do i 
tend on the day of trial to aſſiſt the other clerks. 


Tn 


- 
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That the high ſteward of Weſtminſter, his deputy, and 
e conſtables, do on that day keep the paſſages between 
ring Croſs and Old Palace Yard, clear from carts and 
VS, * ten in the morning, till nine in the evening. 
ktoorned to November 24. = 


Private buſineſs. Adjourned to November 27. 
No debate. 
November 28. 
No debate. | | 
November 29. 
No debate, : 
| N. ovember | 30. 


Order of the day, the third reading of the indemnity bill. i 
The Marquis of Rockingham oppoſed it in very ſtrong Marquis of 
ns. His Lordſhip obſerved, that it would be a diſgrace Rockingham 
the ſtatute books, as it held out an indemnity while in fact | 
aſſerted the perſons indemnified were guilty of no offence 

hatever : on the contrary, it legalized the meaſure of ſend- 

g his Majeſty's Electoral troops into the garriſons of Gib- 

tar and Port Mahon, while at the ſame time it held out 
indemnification for an offence againſt ſome law exiſting 

the time the ſuppoſed illegal a& was committed, | 

The Lord Viſcount MWeymouth agreed with the noble Mar- Lord Viſ- 
is; he thought the bill totally unneceſſary, He was ſure 1 * 
e meaſure was in itſelf perfectly legal — juſtifiable, and 

ered to divide with his Lordſhip, if he ſhould think proper 

put the queſtion for rejecting it. 5 

The Earl of Suffolk ſaid, he could not ſee any neceſſity for Eanof Sue 
bill. Beſides, though ſuch a bill ſhould be looked upon fel. 
neceſſary in its preſent form, he could never approve of it, 
cauſe the preamble was at direct variance with the enacting 
uſes ; that is, it propoſed to indemnify ſuch perſons as ad- 

[ed his Majeſty to ſend his Electoral troops into the garri- 

5 of Gibraltar and Minorca, while the preamble, which is 
rays taken as the ground of the bill, ſtated . that doubts 
ving ariſen, &c.” 55 A 
The Earl Gawer united in opinion with the noble Lords ; Ear C tr 
d, his ſentiments from the beginning were the ſame as 9 
, that he thought the meaſure legal and conſtitutional, 
d had accordingly adviſed it in concert with the reft of his 
xeſty's miniſters, and now, in conformity with thoſe ſen- 
ents, he ſhould be for $226 the bill. Ts 

e 


— 
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Lord Chan- The Lord Chancellor recited the ſeveral meaſures which hal 
cellor. . been purſued relative to the removal of the certiorari in t 


eos. 


.. F* Eliſabeth the wife of the hon. Auguſtus John Herve), 

no Earl of Briſtol. In a petition ſhe had preſented to tie 

© - Houſe, 1 the removal of the certiorari, ſhe had fila; 
« Elifab 


the indictment was originally preferred. His Lordſhip de- 


became neceſſary to conſider what regulations ſhould be adopt 
eg to give 


Houſe, It might be neceſſary therefore to give orders thil 


the trial to receive the lady into his cuſtody after a ſurrender 


; The welten was put, and he ill was unanimouty 
. eee e 5 | 

The land-tax bill, the mutiny bill, the militia bill, the 
vice-treaſurer's bill, &c. were read the third time, and paſſed, 
There was no debate on theſe bills in any ſtage of their 00s 
ing through the Houſe of Lords. 


s + 


Adjourned to December 4th. 

r A 

Private buſineſs. Adjourned to December 6th. E 

| December 6. . e 

Private buſineſs. * 

December 7. | 

Private buſineſs. 0 
December 8. 


Ducheſs of Kingſton's caſe, from the inferior court, where 


fined the offence to be of a bailable nature, but not a capit 
felony, although, in his opinion, the blackeſt crime whid 
came within the benefit of clergy, and the moſt grievouscon 
ſequences attended the conviction. The lady alluded to ha 
been indicted in an inferior court, for a ſecond marriage, dur 
ing the life of her firſt huſband, by the name, ſtile and title d 


herſelf th Ducheſs dowager of Kingſton.” He 
right, therefore, to be tried as a peereſs being indiſputable, i 
greater dignity to their proceedings. As the lad 
had been rad to bail, the law required that ſhe ſhould 
ſurrender in diſcharge of her bail. But into whoſe cuſtody! 
Whether the uſher of the black rod, the ſerjeant at arms; d 
the lieutenant of the Tower, muſt be left to their Lordihy 
Suppoſing the trial ſhould laſt longer than one day, to whil 
priſon ſhould the lady be committed? In his opinion tit 
Tower was the priſon which properly appertained to tha 


the licutenant of the Tower ſhould attend on the morning dl 


in diſcharge of her bail. „ 
The next matter was, whether agreeable to preceden 
they would inſiſt on the lady to make her obcifance 5 5 


0 


on e e viE 
uſe on her knees? Or, whether in confideration of her 
x, they would remit that part of the ceremony? 3 
Another thing neceſſary to be determined was, whether in 
aſe any of the evidences ſhould, through age or infirmities, 
ire fuch indulgence, chairs might not be appropriated for 
hem ? | | . 05 

t was alſo proper to conſider, whether an addreſs from the 
ords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, ought 
ot to be preſented to his Majeſty, praying, that a party of 
e guards may be ordered to attend on the occaſion, to add 
reater ſolemnity, as well as dignity, to the buſineſs. 

Laſtly, What ſpace without the bar ſhould be allotted to 
ie lady's council; what number of perſons, or whether any 
ould be admitted to be preſent at the trial; all theſe mat- 
rs the Chancellor moved, might be left to the determination 
a committee. | 55 FS et | 
eu Agreed to; and adjourned to December 11. 
| December 11. 


na The Lord Lyttelton preſented a petition from the Ducheſs Lord 


| Kingſton, praying to have her trial put off for two 
onths. pace”, other things ſet forth in the -petition, it 


aa ſevere fit of illneſs for ſeveral days paſt, and was at 
eas time in the ſaid ſituation; [Her phyficians Dr. Warren, 
r. dchomberg, and Dr. Falck, had given it as their opinions, 
I certificates under their hands, that from the preſent ſitua- 


le to attend before their Lordſhips at the time appointed, 


8 alledged that her Grace had been confined to her bed 


dn of her Grace, they thought it impoſſible for her to be 


allegations of the petition, he thought it would be proper oma 
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Lyttel- 


) likewiſe ſet forth that it was with the utmoſt concern and 

er that ſhe found herſelf under the neceſſity of ſuppli- 

lad ting the indulgence of their Lordſhips, and of ſubmittin 

"IF remain longer under the imputation of a criminal charge. 

ay The Lord Chancellor ſaid, if the Houſe was ſatisfied with Lord Chan- 
; 0 


allow further time, and there was not the leaſt doubt but 
Houſe would indulge the petitioner, when the reaſons 
F{uth indulgence were made 'ſatisfaftory to their Lord- 
Ps, that as to the certificates from the different phyſicians, 
notice could be taken of them unleſs delivered in upon 


The Houſe went into a committee to confider oh the forms 
be obſerved on the trial of the perſon calling herſelf Du- 
is dowager of Kingfton, but indifted as the wife of 
ul guitus John Hervey, now Earl of Briſtol, the Earl of 

P 2 . Sandwich 
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continued to the woolſack, to prevent crouding about the fi 


La. Ilan 
» ; 2 


«Sandwich chairman; and came to the following reſoiution 


Hrft of thoſe reſolutions ordained, that the trial ſhould 
, : | 9 l TEE 2 & itt 


5 
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VIZ. 155 941 to 21180 | | 
1. Reſolved, that it appears to your committee that f 
chamber of Parliament is for the purpoſe of the trial a y 
inconvenient place; and that it be recommended to conſide 
of ſome other. 
2. Reſolved, that upon ſearching for precedents we fu 
none or any peer being tried for felony in the chamber « 
Parliament. CV„ | 

3. Reſolved, that the proper officer of the board of wok 
do make an eſtimate of the expences of the proper works 
ſuch trial. | | | . 

4. Reſolved, that if the trial be in the chamber of Parli 
ment, the two fide doors be left open below the bar and the Mo 
be an appartment for the proſecutor's counſel, witneſſes, Mh 
as well as thoſe of the perſon calling herſelf Ducheſs dom 
ger of Kingſton, 


. * 


5. Reſolved that the rail behind the archbiſhop's bench} 


and for a conyenient entrance. 
6. Reſolved, that no perſons whatever be admitted viii ee 

the bar. 250 
7. Reſolved, that no perſons be allowed about the th 
but peers of Great Britain not of this Houſe, and the i 
and heirs of peers, | a” 
| December 12. #74 


| The do@ors Schomberg, Warren, and Falck, attend i 
according to order to give an account of the "Ducheſs es 
Kingſton's health. They thought ſhe would not be able con 
attend her trial on the 18th, | Bri 
| ort from the committee of yeſterday ; and the reſo 
tions being read, the firſt reſolution was read a ſecond tim 

Lord Mansfield. I riſe to give my negative to this reloliWhar 
tion, firſt, becauſe I think the committee have exceeded erer 
order of reference, and decided upon a matter not propeſund 
before them; and ſecondly, becauſe I think there is not cou 
leaſt occaſion nor neceſſity for trying the lady out of gers 
Houſe. As to the order of reference, it imported nottuiy r 
more than that the committee ſhould conſider of ſeyeral Mofa 
cumſtances, relative and preparatory to the trial, which uheac 
not been before determined on by the Houſe, and which 
the time I moved the ſeveral former reſolutions, now on Joan: 

ordſhips journals, I deferred for future conſideration. now! 


x 4 


Re 


wa 
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ion ithin the chamber of Parliament. The firſt reſolution of 
our committee now reported, contradicts that directly; 
x it ſays the trial ſhall be had out of the chamber of Parli- 
ment. This it does, to be ſure, in an indefinite manner, 
;thout aſcertaining the place where the trial ought to be 
ad; but it nevertheleſs, contradicts a reſolution taken in 
very full Houſe, againſt which, as well as my recollection 
bryes me, not one diſſenting voice was heard; but even if 
ere had, or that the Houſe had not been ſo well attended, 
e effect would have been the ſame; for until the reſolution 
uad been reſcinded, it can require little argument to prove, 
at it was totally incompetent for your committee to enter 
to any conſideration relative to the proper place of trial. 
Your committee have therefore exceeded the powers under 
which they were appointed to act. The reference did not, 
or could not mean, that they were to confider of the prope- 
or moſt convenient place of trial. That proper place 
ad been already fixed by the Houſe ; therefore as long 
s the reſolution remains on your Lordſhips journals, no 
proceedings could be had thereon, The committee have ex- 
ini eeded their inſtructious, and of courſe have acted irregu- 
ally, As to the matter contained in the reſolution, beſides 
mote irregularity, I cannot think it at all neceſſary, that the 
(rial ſhould be held out of this Houſe, I do not conceive 
hat the charge againſt the lady has any thing ſufficient to diſ- 
tinguiſh it from many others tried at your Lordſhips bar. 
In the year 1725, I was preſent myſelf, when Lord Mac- 
lesfield was tried for a grievous offence at this bar, an offence, 
confidering the office he then held, that of Chancellor of Great 
Britain, accompanied by ſeveral very aggravating circumſtan- 
s, for which he might have incurred a fine that would have 
meWaffeted perhaps the whole of his fortune, and conſequently 
have ruined and impoveriſhed his family. The proceedings 
were by impeachment, the moſt ſolemn mode of trial known 
under our laws. The proſecution was not carried on by 
ounſel, as it will be on the preſent occaſion, but by mana- 
7 from the other Houſe, many in number, and conſequent- 
ly requiring more room. All accuſations carried on by bill 
of attainder, are tried at this bar. Lord Strafford loſt his 
head on the event of ſuch a mode of trial; and ſeveral others 
could mention, were it neceſſary, have been tried in the 
ſame manner, If then trials affecting the fortune and ho- 
nours of a Peer of the realm, working a corruption of blood, 
and a forfeiture of lands, have been tried in the chamber of 
1 1 | Parliament, ' 
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| Parliament, will your Lordſhips think, that a trial, hie 


nor perhaps ever will again. If it be meant as a rule, it! 
ferent or inferior rank. They know the mode of proce; 
want of room ſeems to be the chief ground of this reſob 
myſelf, when I have attended as counſel. Beſides theſe ge 
the place of trial ſhould be changed, and the expence at 
tending it had been foreſeen, whether the lady would en 


part I think otherwiſe. If the priſoner ſhould be innocen 


made good, it is more than probable ſhe will fink under it 


If her marriage with Lord Briſtol ſhall be proved, her good 


will be brought to her trial in Weſtminſter-hall, with all th 


\ 
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on conviction cannot be productive of any of thoſe feri 
and 1mportant conſequences, requires a greater ſolemnity 
For my part, I am of opinion it eannot; for I remain j 
convinced, that although the lady ſhould be convicted of t 
charge, the event will anſwer very few good purpoſes by th 
way of example. Such a conſequence is, I believe, hard 
expected. There never has ſuch a thing before happene 


to my apprehenſion very improperly applied; for it can ng 
ver work reformation or amendment among perſons of a dif 


ing, already determined on in reſpe& of - themſelves, ſhoul 
thay be called to anſwer a charge of a fimilar nature; an 
the ſolemnities which may be adopted on this trial, can n 
ver poſſibly come home to them. The inconvenience f 


tion; but that may be eaſily remedied. I remember to hay 
ſeen galleries erected below the bar, for the purpoſe of al 
mitting auditors; and I have frequently pleaded under then 


neral reaſons, a ſolemn trial in Weſtminſter-hall will be at 
tended with a very heavy expence ; and I doubt much, i 


have been tried. Another point that might have weigh 
with the committee, was, perhaps, that perſons charged wil 
ſuch offences ſhould be made as public as poſſible. For my 


and one innocent muſt ſuffer more on ſuch an occaſion thai 
any other, her misfortune muſt be aggravated z if ſhe ſhoul 
be foupd guilty of the charge, or if the is conſcious it will h 


then there will be no trial at all, and every argument of ſoleny 
nity and example will be at an end, I muſt again remung 
your Lordſhips, that ſhould the lady be convicted, ſhe wil 
tuffer no puniſhment whatever. The offence is a clergyabk 
offence ; the corporal puniſhment is remitted by ftatute ; # 
will work no corruption of blood, , loſs of dower, or land 


and chattels will become his property, conſequently tis 
whole will have the ſtrange appearance imaginable. 


ſolemnitid 


W Tr 
emnities that can be conceived. The eyes of Great-Britain, 
d all Europe, wilk impatiently wait for the iſſue; and ſup- 
fing that the charge attended with every poſſible circum- 
ce of aggravation ſhould be made good, what will be the 
nſequence ? She will go off without any degree of puniſh- 
nt whatever. I have heard within theſe few days, that a 
lis inſtituted in Chancery, to prove that the ſentence of 
eccleſiaſtic court was obtained by colluſion between the 
ies, in order to ſet that ſentence aſide; but ſuppoling, it 
ould be proved that the ſentence was obtained collufively, 
cannot ſee what benefit the promoters of this proſecution 
ll derive from it. The proſecution is a private one, yet 
ſe who have ſet 1t on foot can reap no advantage from any 
proof. I remember a cafe, where a perſon indicted for 
enge will, produced the probate of it in court, in bar of 
indictment, and it was received as a good plea, though it 
s believed he was guilty of the charge; ſo in the preſent 
ſe, though the colluſion ſhould be made manifeſt, the 
uriage will remain confirmed under the ſentence. On the 
ole, I cannot perceive that any one good conſequence can 
fibly reſult from this trial, ws in a private or public 
ht; much leſs can I ſee the neceſſity of having the Lady 
ed in Weſtminſter-hall, in preference to the Parliament 
nber. For the reaſons above aſſigned, I am for diſagree- 
wich your committee in this refolution, 


the order of reference. If they have, it can make very 
tle material difference: the defect can be readily remedied 
motion, or the -xeſolution obje&ed to may be withdrawn. 
halways ſorry. when I have the misfortune to differ from 
no le and learned Lord who ſpoke laſt, particularly on a 
ect of this nature. I am far from thinking the offence ſo 
ml, or the conſequences ſo unintereſting, as his Lordſhip - 
been pleaſed to repreſent them, I think the offence an 
ace of the moſt attrocious nature, immediately tending 
ſſolve the. great bonds of civil ſociety ; and, in my opi- 
, a crime of the blackeſt dye; for J know of none that 
feds it in guilt, It is on this account that I am for hav- 
the trial carried on in the moſt public manner, and with 
Ty poſhble ſolemnity that this Houfe is able to give it. 
e noble and learned Tod ſays, that ſuppoſing the Lady, 
ng herſelf Ducheſs Dowager of Kingſton, ſhould be 
ted of the charge made in the indictment, yet W 

8 eſcape 


The Lord Jyttletun. I will not pretend to ſay whether Lord Lyt- 
committee have exceeded their power, or have gone out en. 
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Peers, aſk her whether ſhe has been ever before admitted 


no ſlight, but a very heavy and exemplary puniſhment, to 


is reſtricted in its juridical proceedings, by the ſentence of tit 


 \ ſpurious iſſue. This, I fay, my Lords, is a matter that d 
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eſcape unpuniſhed. T think very differently, on the effeg 0 
ſuch a conviction, from his Lordſhip. I think that it vil 
be no ſmall degree of puniſhment, thould the event of te 
trial go againſt her, that the noble and learned Lord on the 
woolfack will, after informing her of the judgment of he! 


her clergy ; and being anſwered in the negative, will tel 
her, that her puniſhment, that of burning in the hand, i 
remitted, on account of her rank; but that if ever ſhe ſhoul 
offend again, on a clergyable offence, that ſhe will be liab 
to ſuffer the pains and penalties of death; of ſuffering as 
common felon. I do not ſay it is probable that the Lach wil 
offend again in this or any other manner; but I contend iti 

ſible ſhe may ; and under that poſſibility, whatever th 
earned and noble Lord may conceive, I inſiſt that fuch | 
warning, delivered in the manner J have repreſented, will i 


perſon of her rank. His Lordſhip ſeems to be of opinia 
that the propoſed ſolemnities of this trial will not, nor can 
not, operate by way of —_ on perſons of inferior rail 
I beg leave to think it will. I think it will teach the publica 
large, that the higheſt are not exempt from puniſhment, i 
they ſhould tranſgreſs the laws; and it will hkewiſe convind 
them, that as the laws of their country are their common ſe 
curity, ſo they are the common avenger of every ſpecies 
guilt and injuſtice, bz the rank or fortune of the offend 
what it may. The noble and learned Lord, fpeaking of th 
ſuit inſtituted in the court of Chancery ſays, that that co 


ecclefiaſtic court, which has declared the marriage voil 
Now, my Lords, if that ſentence fhould come out to ha 
been procured by colluſion and impofition, that is anotht 
very ſtrong and cogent reaſon for Tug this matter to ups 
bottom; for what would be the probable conſequences if'*! 
leaving it in the power of parties to diſſolve marriages | 
ſuch colluſive management as this? But that by previdl 
agreement, inſtituting a cauſe of jactitation, where no en 
dence appearing, only ſuch as the parties think proper to pil 
duce, the eccleſiaſtic court, of courſe, give a ſentence, 2 n 
they are left at liberty to marry again. If the Lady, in oy 

a caſe, ſhould happen to have children, the law is defeat 
the true line of legal deſcent broken, and the next hari 
once robbed of his honours and eſtate, by thus introducing 


ſerve 


cs your Lordſhip's moſt ſerious conſideration ;, and is by 
vil means of that unimportant, trifling nature, that it is this 
wy ſo ſpeciouſly repreſented. This Lady, or any other 
dy, by ſuch means as theſe, may have it in her power to 
ſer illegitimate thoſe that are truly legitimate; and to 
nder ſpurious thoſe who have the moſt clear and legal rights 
their honours and eſtates. For aught any thing your 
xdſhips know, or can venture to foretel, if this matter be 
nuilot now properly ſcrutinized, and enquired into, in twenty 
ans hence it may again preſent itſelf in a different form. 
e may be called upon to decide on the rights of different 
imants, for thoſe honours ; or for any other in which fi- 
lar arts may be employed to defeat the deſcent. This rea- 
n, united with ſeveral others, is one that has determined 
jy opinion on the propriety of entering 2 into the merits 


nviction, the property of the perſonal eſtate ſhould 6 Gre 
ion be veſted in the Lady, by any particular agreement, that is 
other object worthy of notice; and what I think, were 
ere no other, ſhould urge us to ſee that the claim which 
ecrown is entitled to make by the Attorney-general, ſhould 


ind Weſtminſter-hall is another of the noble Lord's objections; 
1 (Wit 1 am confident ſuch a conſideration will never weigh with 
e Majeſty, when juſtice is the object to be obtained; and 
at ſpecies of juſtice too, which in its conſequences may be 
ſuch fingular importance to the nation at large. There 
other matters of a private nature, which are not totally 
F worthy of your Lordſhips notice. The ſuit the noble Lord 
roi eas of can never come to a hearing, till your Lordſhips 
cide on this matter; for as the Lady is not obliged to an- 
er upon oath, ſhe will of courſe antwer ſhortly to the bill 


ed againſt her in the court of Chancery, that ſhe cannot 


e Ne in a full anſwer till this Houſe have determined. In this 
ev 2gain, the public adminiſtration of juſtice will be re- 
Fon ed. In one event, if ſhe ſhould be acquitted, there is at 
ea end of the matter; in the other, if ſhe ſhould be 
pr nvitted, that conviction will be ground for a civil proſecu 
for the recovery of the real eſtates. On the whole, my 
bids, J moſt ſincerely wiſh that the affair may be fully and 
ate inveſtigated ; that the trial may be in, the moſt public 
eit nner, accompanied with every poſſible ſolemnity; and 
t it may not prevail in general, that this Houſe, departin 
t its duty and known love of juſtice, ſhould chuſe to 
en Vor. IV. Q huddle 


this very intereſting and important buſineſs. If, upon 


fairly and fully maintained. The great expence of a trial 


| 
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Lord Mn. The Lord Mansfield, I am ſorry I have had the mis 


Feld. 


cation of banns; and that the whole muſt be authenticated Wh cit. 
2 regiſter,” ; | | „ * 
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Huddle the affair up, by having none, or at leaſt very ft 
witneſſes, to their proceedings and the grounds of their d 
termination. 3 


tune to be ſo much miſunderſtood by the noble Lord, or th 
it ſhould go out of this Houſe, that I had offered a ſyllabi 
in extenuation of the crime ; on the contrary, if any af 
colluſion ſhould come out, and it ſhould be made appear t 
the eccleſiaſtical court was impoſed on by the parties, a 
made to pronounce ſentence upon falſe information, it wa 
be a very great aggravation of the offence, nay of muck 
blacker dye than ſome offences the law defines and pronoung 
murder. His Lordſhip ſtates another argument, in whig 
he is, I think, equally miſtaken, and which with me wal 
operate in a direct contrary manner from what he ſem 
with. He ſays, the cauſe inſtituted in the court of Chan 
cannot proceed, and that the Lady's conviction will be 
ground for a civil proſecution. That is one, and indeed i 
chief exception I have to the trial, for I ſhall always! 
againſt criminal proſecutions, as laying a ground for purl 
ing and maintaining civil claims. The noble Lord ſu 
that it is in the power of this Houſe to add to the punil 
ment, ſhould the Lady be convicted. I doubt that f 
aſſertion can be juſtified in law. I know but of one (forth 
is no precedent throughout the whole buſineſs to dired n 
and that is the ftatute of Elizabeth, which empowers juftc * 
of the peace to commit perſons convicted of clergyable ¶ Matt 
fences to priſon, for a time not exceeding twelve moni 
The words of the act are, all rogues, vagabonds, &c.” I 
lieve it would be difficult, by any analagous reaſoning, our 
prove, that the act alluded to veſts ſuch a power in MI! 
ouſe, over its own members. As to the general mot! 
for making the trial as public and ſolemn as poſſible, I 
very little weight in them. Great numbers of people nol; 


be accommodated in the galleries; and as to the prelervath tl: 


of deſcents, that part of the noble Lord's argument com... 


nothing; for the marriage act has obviated every income 


'Ence, were any ſuch to be dreaded. It provides, that Wi Lo 
marriages ſhall be publicly ſolemnized; that there muſt iſun 
licence granted; that the parties muſt be known to the cn. app 
gyman or refident in his pariſh 3 that there muſt be 2 pug th 
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The Earl of Sandwich. I happened to come down to the 8 
. . . > Sandwidgh, 

ouſe the day the committee was to fit, and going up ſtairs be- 
re they proceeded to buſineſs, they did me the honour to vote 

e into the chair. We were fully aware that the Houſe had 
dered the trial to be had in the Chamber of Parliament; 
ut when the plans were ſubmitted to our conſideration, we 
ceived, that there would not be ſufficient: room for the 
ounſel and the parties; the ſpace at each fide, according to 
e plan delivered to us, not having room for above twenty 
rſons at each ſide. Whatever we did, therefore, was mere- 
to expreſs our ſentiments as a ground for future conſidera- 

on, I do aſſure your Lordſhips, that it was a reſpectable 
dmmittee 3 and that there was not one noble Lord preſent, 
no did not unite in opinion, that the Parliament Chamber 
ras too ſmall, and in every reſpeC inconvenient, As to the 
olutions, all I have to ſay concerning them is, that I was 
e inftrument employed to lay the ſenſe of the committee 

fore the Houſe 3 and I cannot help declaring, that both 
w and then, in my opinion, Weſtminſter-hall is a much 
bore proper place for the trial than the Parliament Chamber; 
or undoubtedly, the nature of the charge and the rank of the 
ron, require and call for the moſt public and ſolemn trial. 

-[tis always with the greateſt diffidence I ever differ from 
je noble and learned Lord, and now probably I am wrong. 

hope therefore the noble Lord will believe, I ſuggeſt what 

am going to offer, more in order to gain information, than 
way of maintaining any ſettled opinion of my own, The 
ater I allude to is his Lordſhip's aſſerting, that, the mar- 

age act will prevent every poſſible evil, that micht otherwiſe 
iſe by inſtituting cauſes of jaQitation in the Eccleſiaſtical 

urt ; and obtaining ſentences there by means of colluſion 

d impoſition. I dare fay I am wrong; but I have hitherto 
agined, that marriages ſolemnized beyond ſea, or in Scot- 
Ind, are valid and binding here, or within the kingdom of 
gland, notwithſtanding the proviſions in the marriage act, 
that they be legally ſolemnized according to the municipal 
Is C the reſpective countries where the ceremony is per- 
med. . 
Lord Mansfield, The noble Lord is partly right; but he Ir Morſe 
uunderſtood me. I laid down the rule as a general one, no. All. 
applying to every poſſible exception that might ariſe ; and 
ad the inſtances the noble Lord ſuppoſes, do not come with- 

either the rule or the exception; for in the caſe of the La- 
V ho is the ſubject of the preſent debate, her ſuppoſed mar- 
Q 2 riage 
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riage with the preſent Lord Briſtol was never publicly d. 
clared; ſhe always continued to live as a ſingle woman til}, 
matter came to be litigated, and was brought before the Ee 

daleſiaſtical court; whereas in marriages ſolemnized beyon 

ſea, the parties are ſuppoſed to live in a public ſtate 0 T 
trimony. | 
. The Lord Chancellor. After what has been urged this day 
4 xag there can be no doubt that the charge ſtated in the indifmey 
is of ſuch a nature, though it ſtood alone, as to demand you 
utmoſt attention; but when coupled with the circumſtancesd 
colluſion and deceit, which is the true ground of this protec 
tion, J am ſatisfied there is not a noble Lord in this Hou 
who can think of it without horror. The crime itſelf, hoy 
ever odious it may appear, ſeems nothing when cot 
pared with the aggravated means employed to enſure it fi 
ceſs, and put it beyond the power of diſcovery or detectia 

T am clearly of opinion that this trial ſhould be accompanid 

with every poſſible ſolemnity; and that nothing ſhould . 

omitted to convince the public that juſtice only was wil 

ed or intended on either fide, or that any thing was meant 
be ſuppreſſed. I cannot but think the puniſhment, thou 
it ſhould be productive of no further conſequences but ba 
conviction, will be very heavy. The infamy attending ov 
ſurely is ſomething, were it to reſt there; — if it ſhon 

reach all or any part of the Lady's fortune, it muſt be ve 
ſeverely felt, On the whole, I do not think the Parliama 

Chamber at all calculated for this buſineſs; and ſhould d 

aggravating circumftances, that the ſentence was obtain 

collufiyely, turn out to be true, I confeſs the words of a gre 

. lawyer, reſpecting a perſon who married (or debauched) | 

| fiſter- in- law during the life-time of his wife, ſeem extreme t 
applicable, that the crime was in itſelf of the worſt cou itt 


„ 


Ne B55 mm. www 


plexion, but attended by this circumſtance, it became find 

if ble, a thouſand times more odious and criminal. lac 

Earl of arl of Sfo/k. I ſhall not enter into any diſcuſſion of tl * 
t 


_ ſubject, reſpecting the crime with which the Lady is charge 

neither ſhall I now give my opinion, whether WeſtminiaWutt: 

Fall or the Parliament Chamber is the moſt proper place 

_— the trial. I ſhall reſerve myſelf to ſpeak to that queſto lone 

when it comes properly and regularly before the Houle, ty 

queſtion now immediately under conſideration, is ſolely ot 
Bned to the conduct of the committee, to determine whell 

they have not exceeded their powers, and inſtead of Poul 

hering to the order of reference made by the Houle, c 
x 885 * obeſt 
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ed that order, or have not rather controuled our pro- 
lings. In my "_— they have; and by fo doing, have 
ed irregularly ; for which reaſon, when the queſtion comes. 
de put, I ſhall vote for diſagreeing with the reſolution nos 
re you. I look upon myſelf by no means precluded by 
at vote for giving my 8 for preferring Weſtminſter- 
all to the Parliament Chamber, nor for the latter in pre- 
-nce to the former, when that point ſhall come to be diſ- 
ſed, | If, however, I imagine that the puniſhment of the 
Ence immediately depended on the mode or folemnity of 
etrial, I own, very fairly, that the nature of the charge, 
the circumſtances of aggravation ſuppoſed to be combined 
th it, ſeem to me to call for the utmoſt ſeverity it is in the 
ver of this Houſe to inflit. But reſerving my decided opi- 
on on thoſe points for its proper place, I again repeat, that 
e proceedings of the committee ſeem totally irregular, and 
ſuch I ſhall give my vote for diſagreeing with the reſolution 
DW reported. | | 
Earl Gower, I came into the Committee-room before it Earl Geaver. 
ſe, and, as one who attended, am anſwerable in part for 
epreſent reſolution, tho? I had no direct hand in framing it, 
In re-confideration, I think the committee exceeded their 
mers, and am therefore very ready to acquieſce in the ſen- 
tients of the noble and learned Lord who firſt ſpoke in this 
tbate, As to the place where the trial ought to be had, I 
uſt confeſs, I am for every poſſible ſolemnity imaginable, 
nd am for having it attended by every act of notoriety 
gent into a charge of ſo atrocious a nature moſt loud- 

$ IOT, 5 | pets 
Lord Viſcount Neymouth. I do not riſe to pay any cenſure Lord vir. 
the conduct of the noble Lords who compoſed the com- count V- 
lttce, I am convinced that they acted by miſtake, and of- 
ded againſt the order of the Houſe, on an idea that the 
lace proper for the trial, not the accommodation of the 
bunſel, witneſſes, agents, &c. was what was properly refer- 
dto them. This laſt was clearly the object which the com- 
uttee was confined to. They went beyond their inſtruc- 
ons, and of courſe have acted irregularly. On this ground 
lone, I ſhall vote againſt the reſolution, reſerving my defi- 
tive opinion till the matter ſhall come before the Houſe in 
other form. If any noble Lord on that committe had wiſh- 
to bring the point fairly into diſcuſſion, the regular wy 
duld have been to move to have the former order diſcharged, 
lich appointed the trial to be had in the Parliament e | 
Be, - ber, 
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ber. Much ſtreſs has been laid on the heinouſneſs of th 
crime, and I think with very great juſtice; but this has ben 
made uſe of as an argument to prove what? - that the Lal 
ought to be tried in Weſtminſter-hall. A very ſtrange cg 
cluſion indeed! as if there were any thing miraculous or u 


{ {manic in the air of Weſtminſter-hall more than in that Mer 


Lord Cacb- 
cart. 


Lord Viſ- 


count Dad 


this Houſe. In my apprehenſion, the crime, the proofs, the 
means of diſcovering the truth, will be the fame in one pla 
as the other. However, that matter being no part of H 
reſent conſideration, I do not mean to give any opinion a 
xt till it comes properly before me. | 
Lord Cathcart. There was not the leaſt intention in the 
committee to paſs any cenſure on the order moved for by the 
noble and learned Lord the firſt day this buſineſs came befor 
the Houſe. The reſolution now ſo much cenſured, makesitspr 
ſent appearance by miſtake ; and it has happened in this man 
ner :---When the reſolutions were drawn up, the clerk v 
ordered to tranſcribe them; but as it is our misfortune 
preſent to have but one clerk, he was obliged to com 
here to attend his duty, by which means he was und: 
the neceſſity of giving the reſolutions to ſome other perſon i 
copy. This perſon miſplaced the preſent reſolution, and pi 
it firſt, inſtead of giving it the laſt place, as you will ſee H 
peruſing the reſolutions ; for all thoſe that follow, ſuppol 
that the trial is to be held in the Parliament Chamber, whik 
the firſt declares the very contrary.---I beg leave to aſſure thi?! 
noble and learned Lord, that the committee endeavoured ti; 
act in the beſt manner; and the ground of this reſoluti 
was, that n precedent could be found, where any Peer of 
Peerets had been tried for felony, but in Weſtminſter-hal 
and in their reſearches, they perceived, that the committee af 
133 to draw up reſolutions for ordering and directing L 
acclesfield's trial, have ſtated the ſame in their report 
This, united with the want of room below the bar, was, . 
aſſure your Lordſhips, what determined your committee 
come to the preſent reſolution. 1 
Lord Viſcount Dudley. For my part, I do not think th! 
the committee by any means exceeded, or went out of f 5 
order of reference. Perſons from the board of works 1 
tended for the purpoſe of ſhewing the ſpace allotted for cout 
ſel, witneſſes, &c. and it appearing ſo very ſmall and inc 
venient, as well as for the weighty reaſons urged in the counl 
of the debate, we thought proper to come to this reſolutio 


I dare ſay there is not a noble Lord who was preſent at t 
|; committe 


A 
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ommittee, has heard any thing this day to induce him to alter vs: 
lis ſentiments. In that perſuaſion, when the reſolutions now 
efore the Houſe are diſpoſed of, I mean to give notice, and 
x a day for taking the ſenſe of the Houſe, which. is the pro- „„ 
er place for the trial of Eliſabeth, calling herſeſf Ducheſs 1 
Jowager of Kingſton. He made the motion afterwards, 2 
nd the ſame was ordered to be taken into conſideration on 
ie IAth. 13 
Lod Mansfield, The noble Lord (Lord Cathcart) need Lord Manf- 
jot have given any aſſurance that there was no intention off. 
afſing a cenſure on the motion made by me, and carried in 
full Houſe, for trying the Lady in the Parliament Cham- 
er, I never ſuppoſed any ſuch thing. It was not my act, 
ut that of the Houſe : I was only the mover. I do not mean 
o trouble myſelf any further about it, nor ſhould I now 

ere it not that the order of the Houſe is concerned. All f 
ave to add, is, that if expedition is looked for, the prepara- 

jons neceflary to be made for a trial in Weſtminſter-hall 
vill rather retard than accelerate the buſineſs. 
The queſtion was then put on the firſt reſolution, and una- 
umouſly diſagreed to. Ge 

The ſecond reſolution being read, Lord Mansfield objected Lord Manſ- 
pit, and moved, that the Houſe do diſagree to that part off. 
t relative to the committing the Lady to the Tower. He 
poſed it on the grounds of the fatigue it might occaſion to 
be priſoner ; and the difficulty of rendering her up to the 
Lieutenant of the Tower by any order made now, as ſhe 
as out upon bail. = 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he ſaw no difficulty at all ariſing Lord Cb n- 
rom the mode propoſed ; that he had attended the circuits celler. 7 
xteen years, and he always ſaw, that on the firſt day, the | 
pal came into court and diſcharged themſelves, by ſurrender- 
ng or delivering the priſoner into the hands of the proper of- 
cer, who, if the trial did not come on that day, took the 
bnſoner into cuſtody, and held him in confinement till 


le was tried. | * 
Lord Mansfield again obſerved, that what the noble and Lord Ar,. 
earned Lord ſtated was perfectly right; but his argument ell. 
ent to prove, that no order for the future confinement of 
e priſoner was ever made, till the priſoner was firſt ſurren- 
tered and brought into court, in diſcharge of the bail; 
berefore the proper mode of proceeding would be to wait 
er that event, and when it arrived, either to take freſh bail, 
commit the Lady to the Tower. The latter Part pt 

[IOW 2 is 
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tee reported on the laſt day this buſineſs was under conſid 


female attendants. She might be taken ill or indiſpoſed 1 
have a room ſecluded from the intercourſe of even her of 


be had. Thoſe reaſons induced the committee, after ſtriell 
comply ing with the order of reference, (for all the followit 


the inconvenience of holding the trial in the place appoint 
not with an intention of exceeding their inſtructions, or cl 

© trouling the order of the Houſe, but barely to ſtate an opin 
relative to what was the reſult of their enquiries. The ed 
of all this was, however, deſtroyed by a miſtake of the dP": 
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this reſolution was diſagreed to; and it only ordered, ty 
the Lady ſhould, on her appearance at the bar, be taken in 
the cuſtody of the Black Rod. 

A bill from the Commons, to prohibit all trade and c 
reſpondence with America, read the firſt time; no debate, 

Adjourned to November 14. 

| November 14. | 
Lord Viſcount Dudley. The reſolution of your commit 


— => 


ration, being pronounced trregular, previous to ſtating th 
SE of the motion, which I ſhall fubmit to your Lon 
thips before I fit down, I think it incumbent on me, as ſen 
ing on that committee, to point out the cauſe of that ſeemi 
irregularity, and the apparent contradiction there was by 
tween the firft reſolution of the committee and the order u 
der which they acted. In the firſt inftance, they proceededy 
call the officers of the board of works before them, andy 
examine the plan and accommodations of a trial to be held 
the Parliament Chamber. After ſuch a fpace had been 
lotted for the priſoner and her attendants, for the counk 
witneſſes and agents, ſuch a ſpace for the perſons attendu 
the trial to paſs and re-paſs, it was found that there wouldh 
no room for the admiſhon of auditors of any rank -or cond 
tion whatever; or that if there might for a few, it would! 
impoſſible to draw any line to aſcertain who-they ſhould | 
Befides, it was conſidered, that on account of the ſex of tl 
priſoner, it would he proper to have a room apart, where, 
on ſome occaſions, it might be improper to admit any butit 


the courſe of the trial; ſhe might want---to withcraw 4 
other purpoſes, in which cafe it would be proper for her 


counſel or agents, which if ſhe ſhould be tried in the Paten 
ment Chamber, could not be the caſe, no ſuch room being! 


reſolutions were framed on the ground that the trial was! 
Ve held in the Parliament Chamber) to ſubmit to the Hod 


who tranſcribed the reſolutions ; fer inſtead of _ 
| 3 e reloluu 


alution ſtating the inconvenience laſt, he placed it the firſt, 
4 by that means the whole together carried an appearance 
zdfurdity and contradiction, only to be reconciled and ex- 
ined in the manner I Have now related. We had another 
int in view, though as we looked upon ourſelves in ſome. 
aſure reſtricted by the order, we made it no part of our 
port, that was, after the moſt minute reſearches, we could 
t find a fingle precedent of a Peer or Peereſs being tried for 
lony in the Parliament Chamber. I am therefore of opi- 
vn, that I am well juſtified in ſtating the propoſition I 
about to ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that the place of 
a is unprecedented. There were beſides ſome matters 
tioned by a noble and learned Lord, whom I do not now 
in his place, [Lord Mansfield] that were far from ſtriking me 
the fame manner they did that noble Lord. It was ſaid that 
trial would not probably laſt above half an hour. Now I 
derſtand that it will be of much longer duration, and may 
protracted to the length of two or three days, if not more, 
uld the proofs come out that are expected to be adduced, 
ie trial was, I remember, likewiſe treated as a flight and 
yial matter, as drawing after it no ſerious conſequences, 
d of courſe requiring none of thoſe ſolemnities utual on 
ilar occaſions; but in this again I differ very widely from 
> noble and learned Lord, for I think a conviction for 
ny, pronounced by your Lordſhips, as the firſt-court of 
minal judicature, a very heavy punithment, a puniſhment 
at the moſt obdurate muſt very ſenſibly feel. I ſhall not 
ak of any of the other conſequences ſuch a conviction 
the ole be productive of, as that is no part of our preſent con- 
eration. It is ſufficient to obſerve, that the offence with 
och the Lady is charged is of the blackeſt dye, and ſaid to 
attended with the moſt aggravating circumftances of cri- 
nality, to ſhew that the trial ſhould be bad with all poſſible 
emnity ſuch a charge demands. If your Lordſhips ſhould 
termine that the place of trial ſtill remains at your own op- 
08", J have one of the greateſt authorities to ſhew that you 
not diſpenſe with the uſual form of appointing a Lord. 
„eh Steward. Lord Coke ſays, Tho®hh the Houſe of Peers 
ea right to try one of their own body at the bar of their 
n Houle, yet there muſt be a Lord High Steward appoint- 
to preſide at ſuch trial.” On the whole, my Lords, tak- 
the inconvenience, the point of precedent, and the ſo- 
nities required on ſuck occaſions, time immemorial, I ſhall 
ve you, “ As the Chainber of Parliament has been found 
You, ILV. £5 4 an 


an inconvenicnt place, and as it is unprecedented to try; 


Farl of 
Marcbmont. 


ceded, and the trial was held in 
teaſons aſſigned by the Commons, beſides the argument 
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Peer or Peereſs, indicted for felony, at the bar of this Houſ 
that Eliſabeth, calling herſelf Ducheſs Dowager of Kingſt 
(indicted by the name of Eliſabeth Hervey, wife of Au 
tus John Hervey, Eſq; now Earl of Briſtol, and one of f 
Peers of this realm) be on Wedneſday the 24th of Janu 
next, in Weſtminſter-hall.” 

Earl of Marchmont. I do not riſe to oppoſe the whole 
the noble Viſcount's motion, though I think it is expreſſ 
in harſher terms than I would wiſh to ſee adopted by u 
Houſe on the preſent occaſion. What I riſe chiefly fori 
one of the grounds on which it is maintained, that of ji" 
being zprecedented to try a Peer charged with felony att 
bar of this Houſe ; becauſe 1 believe I ſhall be able to ati 
fy your Lerdi{hips, that the precedents all tend the other wx 
From the carlieft and moſt authentic records, ſo carly as th 
reign of Richard the Second, we find that no one place ( 
chamber had the preference to another, the choice entird 
reſting in the Houſe, This is plain, from their Lordfhj 
appointing the Chambre Blanche for the trial of the Earl( ul 
Arundel in the reign of Richard the Second, which coul 
never have been the caſe, if the conſtant uſage had been 
try 3 in Weftminſter-hall: On the point of inconnt 
nience, I ſhall ſay nothing. The Parliament Chamber mi 
be inconvenient, the ſolemnities of the trial may requ 
more room and accommodations than this Houſe will permit 
but what I contend is, that the poſitions ſtated in the moto 
& that it is unprecedented, &c.“ is falſe in fact, and that 
is competent to this Houſe, and not contradicted by pred 
dent, that it may, by right and ancient uſage, appoint t 
trial to be held in any chamber your Lordſhips ſhall judge 
But let us, my Lords, come nearer to our own times; let 
refer to the well known caſe of the Earl of Strafford, vl 
being ordered to be tried at the bar of this Houſe, the Con 
mons objeGed to it; and after ſeveral reſolutions taken | 
both Houſes on the ſubject, a conference was appointed 
which the proof was put on the Commons to eſtabliſh 
precedent. And when the Earl of Bath reported the P 
ceedings, it appeared the Commons were obliged to rei tic 
arguments /o/zly on the ground of convenience. Such x 
the temper of the times, joined perhaps to the prevailing 
poſit ion of the Houle at that time, * their Lordſhips & 

eftminſter-hall. 
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convenience, were ſimilar to ſome of thoſe now urged... 
he neceſſary ſolemnity was much inſiſted on, ſo was the po- 
larity. What was the conſequence of this. firſt conceſſion, 
hich was followed by ſeveral others, is totally needleſs to 
peat, A caſe of a fimilar nature happened tlie very next 
ar, more immediately applicable to one part of the preſent 
otien; that was the caſe of Lord Mordaunt for felony. 
ere the ſame controverſy was renewed, and continued from 
beginning of 1641, to June 1642, when the legal go- 
ment being overthrown, the matter never came to be 
ally ſettled. On both thoſe occaſions the great Selden, to 
hom your Lordſhips are fo much indebted tor the very va- 
able manuſcripts now in your poſſeſſion; and who had twen- 
years before received the thanks of both Houſes, for his 
ful and learned reſearches into the antient records of the 
podom, particularly into thoſe reſpecting the origin of Par- 
nents; was an active member of the other Houlſe-s and 
ud, it may be well preſumed, have maintained the uſage 
trying Peers in Weſtminſter-hall, at the conference, if in 
power. That not being the caſe, I am, I think, war- 
ited, as well on that account as that the Commons them- 
res gave up the point in controverſy, and reſted all upon 
argument of inconvenience and popularity, in affirming 
it 1t is not unprecedented to try a Por or Peereſs indicted 
felony at the bar of this Houſe. The precedents now 
ded to prove this, though neither of the noble Lords were 
here, for the reaſon before aſſigned, their Lordſhips 
ing relinquiſhed in one inſtance on the ground of conve- 
ace, and 1n the other the matter having dropped, and in 
n the Houſe having manifeſted a ſpirit of improper con- 
hon, winch, in the end terminated in their own ruin and 
lution ; not, however, objecting to the ground of in- 
renience, if the noble Viſcount conſents to withdraw 
t part of his motion reſpecting the precedent, though I 
it will ſtill have the appearance of violence and ſeverity, 
all not be for diſagreeing to the motion thus amended. | 
Larl Gower, I ftill remain of my former opinion, that Farl Goroer, 
ſminſter-hall, on the ground of folemnity and conveni- 
0 18 amuch fitter place for the intended trial than the bar 
is Houſe, The noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, has, in- 
«, confeſſed this in part. I ſhall not enter into a view of 
noble Earl's ſentiments. It is ſufficient to determine, 
aout entering into a further conſideration, that the com-" 
ke have declared their opinion, that the Chamber of Par- 
2 lament 


been yet aſſigned to ſhew the trial ought not to be held 2 


the Lady's health is at preſent very precarious; and tha 


ſtates a fact, and I defy his Lordſhip to quote a ſingle in 
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hament is inconveninent ; and that no ſufficient reaſon hay 


Weſtminſter-hall, I muſt however obſerve, that the Rate of 


her mind is ſo far affected, as to render her very unfit fy 
making her defence againſt a charge of ſo heavy and conſe 
quential a nature. It is my opinion, therefore, before w 
take any other fteps, except appointing the place of triz 
that we ſhould call upon her phyſicians, ſome day between 
this and the receſs, to know what condition ſhe 1s in, an 
whether ihe will be able to undergo the fatigue of a trial, { 
early as the day appointed in the motion. It ſhe ſhould, the 
it will be time enough to enter upon the conſideration, au 
decide upon the — and all the other circumſtances conſe 
= upon a trial in Weſtminſter-hall. Should the nobl 
Viſcount approve of this propoſition, and conſent to rel 
ſatisfied with this firſt motion, reſpecting the place of tri 
till we have an opportunity of learning from the Lady's phy ar 
ficians her then ſtate of health, I ſhall very readily give en 
my aſſent. 

The Lord Viſcount Dudley. The noble Earl who obj 
to the word unprecedented in my motion, has taken greg 
pains to ſhew, that this Houſe have claimed a right of tryu 
their members where they pleaſed. If his arguments wei 
only to that, I ſhould very readily acquieſce, The poſitio 
contained in my motion, does not contradict it: it oll 


ſtance in which any Peer has been tried for felony at the. 
of this Houſe, or in any other place, but in Weſtminiterſ9al 
hall. T hat is what is ſtated in the motion; not that tl 
Houſe may, nor cannot try a Peer of this realm for felon 
at your Lordſhip's bar, The precedents befides, urged 0 
his Lordſhip, are in the reign of Charles the Firſt, I vil 


for precedents of a later date. I ſhould have been bette 12 


ſatisfied, if his Lordſhip had referred to ſome ſince the ze f 
lution;; for long before that period, the trials in this Haufe 
were utterly diſgraceful. It was in the power of the Prina te 
by ſelecting a certain number of his creatures, under the «il 
nominatian of a committee, to ſacrifice any man, who by 
integrity or independent ſpirit had rendered himſelf obnoxio e c: 
to himſelf or his miniſters. If, however, the noble 2 as 
produces one precedent, which contradicts the terms in whit 
my motion is conceived, I am very willing to elne . 


Fe _  TTEITTELT. 
þjectionable part of it; till then I ſhall remain of the ſame: 


WL inion. 


t leaſt prove, that the choice remains with your Lardſhips ; 
ind it ſeems to me, to be very hazardous to eſtabliſn a pre- 
dent which might, on ſome future occaſion, though not 
now foreſcen, eſtabliſh a doctrine of a very dangerous nature, 
cent is a great miſtake, which prevails with many, that a fact 
tabliſhes a precedent ; whereas nothing can be more diffe- 
ent, There may have happened many facts, without laying 
taal foundation for eſtabliſhing a ſingle precedent. Thoſe facts 
ay have been attended with a variety of circumſtances now 
mpoſible to be aſcertained or decided on. That nodire& proof 
in be produced of any Peer being tried for felony at the bar 
if this Houſe, may be very true; but that, in my opinion, 
omes very ſhort pf a precedent, The preſent motion, if 
arried, would at Jeaſt imply, if not eſtabliſh ſuch a prece- 
tent, which cannot be ſupported by any rule of former pro- 
eedings. I ſhall, on that account, as well as, that I take 
ie aſſertion to be totally unneceſſary, be for having that 
ert of the motion withdrawn. 


ren ords, 3 to decide on the time and place for the trial of telton. 


» + 4 


eration of the leaft weight urged againſt it. If indeed it 

had appeared, that by any accident or uncommon circum- 
ſtauce, the Lady had been brought into a fituation which 
would render à trial neceſſary, and in which the charge was 
if ſuch a nature as to heſpeak the innocence of the culprit, no 
de would be, readier to grant every poſſible indulgence the 
ture and circumſtances tuch a cate would neceſſarily be en- 
Bled to, Is that the caſe here? No my Lords, ſhould the 
Lady be convicted of the charge made againſt her, ſhe will 
de convicted of a crime deeply affecting the peace and happi - 
pels of civil ſociety; and ſhould the conviction be attended 
ith proofs of fraud and colluſion, it will appear with every 
able aggravation of the moſt unexampled iniquity, If the 
Lay be innocent, ihe will ſarcly be happy in having her 
INNOCENCE 


The Earl of Marchmont. I think the caſes alluded to, EAI of * 
airly prove that the noble Viſcount ſeems to doubt. They Marebmont. Po, | 


The Lord Lyttelton. We are convened here this day, my Lord Lyt- 


126 PARLIAMENTARY A. z 
innocenee made manifeſt : if the charge brought againſt her 

ſhould turn out to be true, none of your Lordſhips would, | 

dare ſay, wiſh to have any of the mortifications reſulting 

from a public trial mitigated or ſoftened, much leſs totally 
revented. For my part, I think it is incumbent on you 
ordſhips to make the trial as public as poſfible. It is a duty 
you owe to yourſelves and to the people at large, that it be 
attended with every circumſtance of public notoriety and 
ſolemnity, to convince them of the juſtice and rectitude of 
our proceedings, Places where juſtice is adminiſtered ſhould 
be open to the eye and obſervation of the public. What will 
be the caſe here? There will be room for twenty or thirty 
perſons. This in my opinion would be eſtabliſhing a very 
dangerous precedent, It might very materially affect this 

Houſe, it might affect your Lordſhips poſterity, and the 

whole body of the Britiſh Peerage. A time might come, 

when a Peer may be brought to his trial at this bar, when 

only the ſame number would be admitted ; and care mighthe 

taken to occupy the room with perſons admitted on purpoſe 

to miſrepreſent what had happened, which would — 

ly deprive the Peerage of the privilege of a fair, indifferent, 

. and open trial. The noble Earl, who has this day endea- 
voured to produce ſo many precedents, has I think drawn 
them from times very unfavourable both to public liberty and 

true conſtitutional government, His Lordſhip has taken 

them from the time of Charles the Firſt, But I truſt that 

the principles of the Parliaments in thoſe times were as op- 

polite to the preſent, as the diſpoſition of that miſtaken ty- 

rant was to that of his preſent moſt gracious Majeſty. As to 

the precedent this motion may tend to eſtabliſh, I do not pre- 

tend to decide on it. However, as it has been ſo ſtrongly 

objected to by the noble Earl who ſpoke early in the debate, 

J would recommend to the noble Lord who made the motion, 

to ſubſtitute the word unuſual for unprecedented, though | 

cannot perceive, that there is any occaſion for ſuch an alte- 

ration. Much has been ſaid as to the trivial conſequences 

which will follow the conviction of this Lady; but for my 

part, I think the ſolemnities attending it, the ſentence to be 

| pronounced by the noble Lord on the woolſack, beſore ſo 
| great, reſpectable, and numerous an auditory, as will be aſ- 
| iembled on the occaſion in Weſtminſter-hall, will, to a feel- 
ing and ingenuous mind, be a greater puniſhment than bare- 

ly ſuffering under any ſentence the law, on the conviction of 

any capital puniſhment, can ordain or inflict. The 


— 
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xtenfive knowledge in matters of order, .has I think this day 
mployed his great learning to very little purpoſe. He has 
und fault with the motion made by the noble Viſcount ; 
nd after all his learned reſearches, he has produced what 
e calls two precedents ; but when we come to examine 


oe precedents, what do they turn out to be? Why, one 
0 them is no precedent at all, for the noble Lord alluded to 
J as never tried; and the other proves expreſſly the very con- 
0 


ry of what the noble Earl has endeavoured to eftabliſh ; 
ord Strafford being tried in Weſtminſter-hall, and not in 
e Parliament chamber, I think befides very differently 
rom the noble Earl, as to the effect of the motion now before 
our Lordſhips. In my opinion, it eſtabliſhes no new pre- 
edent, nor recognizes no old one. It ſimply ſtates a matter 
fact; that it is unprecedented to try Peers charged with 
lony, in the Parliament Chamber. If the noble Earl can 


de ontradict it, the matter will be at once ſettled: if he can- 
"> and that 1t does not 50 to impair or abridge the election 
* r option veſted in the Houle, to try their own members 


here they pleaſe, I cannot ſee any one ſolid objection to the 
otion, as it now ſtands. | 

er of our own body, either here or in Weſtminſter-hall, is 
early veſted in this Houſe ; nor can I fee the two prece- 
ents mentioned early in this debate, in the fame light with 
e noble Earl who ſpoke laſt; for the proof being put on 
be Commons, and their not being able to make it out, ap- 


ears to me a very ſtrange reafon, that the precedent was in 
heir favour, 


ſingle reaſon offered, ſufficient to induce me to change my 
Pon, The firſt part of the motion ſtates a fact, which 
bll remains uncontradicted ; and I believe ever will, from 
y thing that has hitherto paſſed on a fimilar occaſion. The 


ton, by ſubſtituting the word unuſual for unprecedented ; 
ut I think it better to omit the whole ſentence than admit 
any ſuch change, which would imply what is not warrant- 


eld in the Parliament chamber. His Lordthip then made 
e motion thus amended, 


The 


The Lord Viſcount Dud ey. J have no defire to preſs the Lord Vic. 
>) Wtion, as it now ſtands, on the Houle ; yet I have not heard Pg. 


oole Lord near me, [Lord Lyttelton] has ſuggeſted an alte- 


by fact, that trials for felony, have at any time been 


>. © 
The Earl of Sandwich. The noble Earl to whom this Earl of 
ouſe has been ſo often, ſo highly, indebted for his great and . 


The Lord Sandys. I think the option of trying any mem- Ld. Sandys. 
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Earl. of The Barl of Mart hmont. I believe it will be neceffary be. 
Marchwezt. fore tlie ſenſe of the Houſe can be taken on this motion, tha 
that of the 4th of November be firſt diſcharged, to my 
way. for it; etherwiſe there will be two contradictory mo- 
tions on your Lord{hips journals. One for holding thy 
trial in Weſtminſter-hall, and the other for holding it in the 
Parliament chamber. 
Lord Vii9 The Lord Viſcount Dudley. The prefent motion may hy 
8 Wes: withdrawn': as ſbon therefore, as the other matters agree 
to in the committee are diſpoted of, I ſhall move to haye tl 
refolution of the th of November diſcharged. 
Earl of The Earl of 4bercorn. I believe, that will be unneceſſary 
Abercorn. ag when we fit in Weſtminfter-hall,, it muſt be deemed ti 
oute. It will in my opinion therefore, be a ſhorter and 
more regular way, to let the reſolution of the 4th of Novem: 
ber ſtand as it is; and only add, the words “ in Weftmin 
ſter-hall,“ the former reſolution having made no mention of 
the Parliament Chamber, only “ that Eliſabeth calling her 
ſelf Ducheſs Dowager of Kingſton, be tried, &c. at the ha 
of this Houſe,” after which, only inſert “ in Weſtminſter 
hall,“ and it will meet the ideas of every fide of the House 
and prevent any thing from appearing in the journals, which 
might be conſtrued to decide the matter one way or the 
other, 
The noble Earl's propoſition was unanimouſly approved 
and the motion, thus modified, agreed to, which was z 
follows : x 
- „ That the trial of Eliſabeth, calling herſelf Duchel 
Dowager of Kingſton, indicted by the nume of Elifabetl 
Hervey, wife of Auguſtus John Hervey, eſq. now Earl « 
Briſtol, and one of the Peers of this realm, be held on Wed 
neſday the 24th of January next, at the bar of this Hou 
in Weſtminſter- hall.“ 
December 15. 
Second reading of the American prohubitory bill. 
Duice of The Duke of Mancheſier. I rife, my Lords, to give 
Mancheſter. negative to this bill, becauſe, with all the attention J han 
been able to beſtow in confidering and cxamining 1t content 
I cannot diſcover on what ground of policy, juſtice, or e 
pediency it can be fairly ſupported. I muſt obſerve, thi 
the manner of hurrying, and the ſeaſon of the year at whi 
this bill has been introduced into Parliament, in remarkabl 
thin Houtes, at a time, I will maintain, when no bufineis 
importance ought to be brought under your _ 
eratio 
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cation, unleſs in caſes of the moſt urgent neceſſity, is to 
e one very great objection to ſending it to a committee. If 
- examine this bill, my Lords, we ſhall find the great 
;nciple of it to be founded in the rankeſt and moſt aggra- 
ted injuſtice, We ſhall find it involving the innocent and 
vilty in one common puniſhment, and, above all, we muſt 
nent to ſee public and Parliamentary encouragement given 
ue ſubjects of one part of this great empire to rob, deſtroy, 
a xd pillage the other. Looking again to the ſanction of the 
| ill, and to what is virtually to force it into operation, we 
ad one of the fundamentals of this conſtitution invaded. 
be unhappy people are not only deſtined to deſtruction. 
ey are likewiſe to be robbed and plundered ; and to inſure 
"MM: execution of the meaſure, the plunder is to be ſhared 
""Whnong thoſe who are to be employed to effect this odious, this 
uin SWrcbarous buſineſs. The matter I allude to, my Lords, is 
ue clauſe which authorizes the ſeizure of every ſpecies of 
nerican property, which may be found floating on the 
a, or in their ports and harbours; and ſhares the ſpoils 
vs taken, among the captors. This, my Lords, I will be 
jd to maintain, is a direct violation of that yet ſacred Pal- 
tium of our liberties, the bill of rights; a Palladium which 
ij not in your Lordſhips power to alter, violate, or abridge, 
thout an open and direct invaſion of the conſtitution. That 
aluable, inalienable and conſtitutional law, my Lords, 
acts, that the property of no ſubject of this realm ſhall be | 
ed or confiſcated, without previous trial or conviction. 
that the caſe here? Will any of your Lordſhips ſay, that 
clauſe of this bill, which gives the ſeizure to the captors, 
not the moſt violent outrage on property that can poſhbly 
conceived ? In the firſt inſtance, the ſhips goods, &c. are 
ed and turned over to the Admiralty court, where they 
condemned of courſe. Thus at one inſtant the miſchief 
done, and the means of obtaining juſtice completely de- 
ated, Part of my leifure hours, my Lords, I dedicate to 
ating ; and fince this bill made its appearance in the other 
ouſe, I have looked into books the moſt likely to inſtruct 
e on this head; to ſee if - hiſtory could furniſh me with a 
edent of a fimilar nature, I found but one, that bore the 
ſt reſemblance ; and that was the conduct of the ſecond 
Iperor of China, of the Tartar race, who iſſued an edict, 
ecting that all the inhabitants on the ſea coaſts ſhould burn 
d deſtroy their towns and their ſhipping. The edict was 
ttually and rigorouſly executed, and ſeyeral thouſand 
Vor. IV. * people 
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people loſt᷑ their lives in the cruel devaſtation. This matt ö 


now alluded to, applies equally to the juſtice and policy Mn 
the bill. My Lords, I think it is impoſſible to hear or rex 
of the preſent ſtruggle of America, in reſiſting the oppreſſion 
the daily ſuffers, and the accumulated horrors with whid 
the is threatened, and not be highly intereſted in the even 
I feel ſimilar impreſſions, but in a ſtronger degree to thai 
made on me in reading of the actions of Alexander, as de 
feribed by Quintus Curtius, or the iſſue of the battle 9 
Pharſalia, where Cæſar gave the world a maſter. It is in 
poſſible, while the ſcene is yet paſſing, not to be deeply af 
fected in the event of the preſent meaſures. My Lords, 
mould be obliged to any of the noble Lords in adminiſtration 
to riſe and inform me what is the true ground on which th 
mean to reſt the motives of this ruinous and unnatural wu 
Is it for a revenue? No, that has been diſclaimed by ther 
in this Houle, on the firit day of the preſent ſeſſion; and it. 
been ſince frequently and openly avowed, that no revem 
is expected. © Ir is, ſaid they, no object; and if it wen 
for the preſent, ſuch a ſcheme would be inexpedient, imprad 
ticable, and impolitic. We want America only to acknoy 
ledge a conſtitutional dependency on this country, an 2 
knowledgment of the power of this legiſlature ; and we the 
with to give them perfect ſecurity and full enjoyme 
of their ſubordinate conſtitutional rights.“ Does {ud 
a language, as I have now repeated, comport with the pie. 
ciples and apparent intentions of this bill? Are any off 
held out to induce the Americans to return to their duty, at 
acknowledge their ſubordinate dependency ? Is the claim 
taxation given up, or even ſuſpended, in order to rem 
the apprehenſions ſuch a claim has juſtly excited in that cou 
try? No, my Lords, the whole queſtion lies at tue, 
when — — — tirſt aroſe, and war as againſt alien en 
mies, is by this bill, denounced and publicly declared, wil 
out a ſingle tyllable of conciliation or conceſſion; and ta 
with an expreſs intention of ſupporting, in the moſt immo 
fied manner, every one claim hitherto ſet up by this count co 
over that. When a rebellion raged in the northern part 
this iſland, a rebellion fomented and carried on againſt 
eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate, no ſuch prohibition as 
preſent was thought on. Many of the people in that p 
of the kingdom, remained firm and loyal. In ſuch a canon, 
am att of this nature would be impolitic and unjuſt. Wee. 
been told frequently, by ſeveral noble Lords on tie ochet ul 1 
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nue friends to government. Why then puniſh them? Why 
jopt ſuch a plan of indiſcriminate injuſtice ? Why involve 
qe innocent and guilty in one general judgment ?---This bill, 
Lords, may eftablrſh in future a claim, at leaſt an ex- 
Ration, which I dare ſay, your Lordſhips do not foreſee. 
appoſe, my Lords, that another rebellion ſhould break out 
the northern part of this iſland, or in the ſouthern part; 
ould not the ſoldiery in ſuch a caſe, have as good a right to 
wet the plunder and confiſcations conſequent on the re- 
Hon of the rebels, as the ſeamen are given by this bill? T 
eno reaſon that they ſhould not. It would operate as an 
eragement, and every motive would apply in one caſe, 
at can poflibly operate in the other. Every argument that. 
n be urged in behalf of the innocent and unoffending part 
the inhabitants of America, ſtill more ſtrongly, if poſſible, 
terates in behalf of the Weſt-India iſlands, which by this 
| are to be included in the general proſcription, without even 
much as the {lighteſt imputation of guilt, The Weſt-In- 
ans too, are to be ſtarved and ruined, to effect the defirable 
poſes of adminiſtration, Deſtitute of proviſions and lum- 
r, they cannot exiſt; or ſuppoſing they could procure the 
mer, what are they to do with their crops ? Or on ſup- 
ling they could preſerve their crops, which it is well known 
ty cannot, how is the produce to be exported to the Eu- 
pan markets? Having ſaid thus much to the general po- 
and juſtice of the bill, give me leave to ſay a word or 
0 to the expediency of it. Though the bill were perfectly 
table in every other reſpect, this at leaſt will deſerve your 


d out, with ſafety to yourſelves, ſufficient to carry this maſs of 
re/u4 into execution? Recruits cannot be procured on any 
. Germans, it is well knoiyn, will not anſwer your purpoſe. 
e Ruſſians cannot affiſt you, as they are likely to have em- 
ment enough nearer home: betides, adminiſtration affeEt to 
laim the ever having any ſuch intention, though I believe 
contrary is well known to be true. Whence, then, are 
u to draw all your force? By the complexion of this bill, 
ould be inclined to think the whole weight of this bufine! 


as rown on the navy; but will your Lordſhips think it prü- 
at Mt to leave yourlelves in à great meaſure defencele's at 
a ge, Chile the affairs of the North of Europe preſent them- 


es in their preſent form ? I believe not, A ſtorm, I am 


Sweden 


, 


\ the Houſe, that great numbers of people in America eon- 


dſhips moſt mature deliberation; what force can you 


informed, is gathering in that quarter. Ruffia and 
3 


dr 
i 


Lord Eyttel- Lord Lyttelton. I confeſs 


| Sweden are making preparations for war, Pruſſia has inte 


and that conſequently the power is an improper one, been 


turn tao the other part of the noble Duke's aſſertion, wel 


ſing through its ſeveral ſtages, and was full and ſolemnlſ 
| bated in its progreſs, claute by clauſe. The noble Lord 
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fered ; and France, in caſe of an actual rupture, will gi 
Sweden its promiſed protection, and that by a fleet. In fe 
an event, I ſhall not inſiſt, that a Britiſh fleet will becon 
neceſſary in the Baltic; becaute I preſume that none of yo 
Lordſhips can imagine that Great Brinn would remain it 
active, and ſee France fend a naval force into the northe 
ſeas ; and that to act againſt the power in Europe with whi 
ſhe ſtands moſt cloſely connected and allied. My Lord, 
ſhall not detain your Lordſhips any longer. I fear I hy 
treſpaſſed much too far already on your „ patier 
T ſhall therefore fit down, with making an obſervation on t 
concluding clauſe of this bill. It is the impowering the Ki 
to grant pardons to perſons of whom you know nothing, 
my opinion, it is a very improper and a very dangerous 
tenſion of prerogative, I have no fear that his Majeſty y 
make a bad uſe of it. I am ſure he will not deſignedly; 
I contend, that a Prince, even of the beſt taleats and f 
rate powers of diſcrimination, cannot attain ſuch a kno 
ledge of the abilities and characters of the perſons to be: 
pointed under this commiſſion, as to prevent his being ii 
poſed on and deceived, in the recommendations made to hu 


from the very nature of it, with the beſt intentions in i 77 

Prince, it is likely to be abuſed. For this, and the other a 
{ons before rehearſed, I am againſt committing this bill, a 
. much aftoniſhed at the 

aſſertions the noble Duke, who roſe to oppoſe this bill 

out with; that the bill had been brought in at an impro 

ſeaſon, and had been carried through thin houſes. For 

part, I beg leave to think very differently fromihis Grace, 

leaſt to draw very different concluſions, The neceſſity of 

preſent bill juſtifies the bringing it in at the time; and Iu 

gined I ſhould never hear the objeRion of non-attend 
ariſe from that fide of the Houſe, If the bill has been be 

attended on the part of oppoſition, in the other Houle, vi 

fault is that? Is a breach of public duty in them, to be 

puted as a crime to their adverſaries ? I ſhould imagine! 

rather an argument in the favour of adminiſtration. I 


find it equally ill founded. The bill took a due time in 


eonducts the public buſineſs of the nation in the Houſe wit 
origin 


* 
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| | : 
4 originated, ſuſtained the whole weight of oppoſition ; obviated 
de ſeveral objections that were made to it in the courſe of 
fu thoſe debates, and convinced the independent part of the 
cou Houſe of its utility and neceſſity. Such being the circum- 
yo ſtances attending this bill, [ am authoriſed to ſay, that 1t 
n in was neither * in at an improper ſeaſon, nor was it inde- 
the cently hurried. No charge of the latter kind can, in my 
chi opinion, therefore, be made againſt adminiſtration, On the 
4; WM contrary, it is well known, and now confeſſed on all hands, 


indeed the noble Lords on the other fide, have urged it as a 
fault that adminiſtration has committed, that they delayed 
n 1 inſtead of hurried, the neceſſary meaſures for reducing this 
obſtinate and rebellious people; from motives of lenity, and 
wiſhing to prevent the effuſion of blood, and the horrid de- 
vaſtation conſequent on a civil war. And I am not certain, 
that all the miſchiefs that have ſince happened may not in a 


1 eat meaſure be attributed to miſtaken motives of humanity. 
| f Fe noble Duke ſays, the preſent bill, by confiſcating the 
kno 


roperty of the Americans, is a violation and invaſion of the 
il of rights, becauſe it gives the property taken to the cap- 


amble of this bill affirm the Americans to be in open rebellion ? 
cali not then the proof of the property following ſuch a decla- 
ration of the legiſlature, and that founded on innumerable 
acts of hoſtility committed againſt the King and Parliament, 
a full and legal conviction. -My Lords, it will be ſaid, per- 
haps, that America 1s not in rebellion ? What, then, can we 
call rebellion, if this be not? They have attacked our troops, 
ſeized the King's forts and military magazines. They have, 
as far as it was in their power, cut themſelves off from this 
country, by prohibiting every kind of trade and commercial 
ntercourſe with it, If this be not a ſtate of open war, hoſti- 
lity, and defiance, I am ſure I cannot tell what is. Have not 
thoſe unnatural coloniſts, to rebellion, added all the circum- 


baſe enough, under the treacherous pretence of defending the 
Canadians, to commit the moſt notorious acts of oppreſſion 
and injuſtice ? and have not the people of Canada been com- 
pelled to take up arms againſt them, in order to reſiſt the 
univerſal brigandage that muſt have been the conſequence, if 
they any longer continued paſſive, or did not riſe in defence 
of their property, daily wreſted out of their hands hy the moſt 
ſhameful acts of violence? I lately ſaw a letter from that 
country, in which this reaſon is directly aſſigned, that " 
ep length 
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tors, without a legal previous conviction, Does not the pre- 


ſtances of rapine and public robbery ? Have not they been 
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_ perſiſted in our declared reſolution of afferting our rights, 


| jeRts in the preſent conteſt ? I think it would not. J am fure 


no longer a formidable enemy. They would look upon y® 
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length they found it neceſſary to arm and defend themſelvez; 
the words were the very terms I have now uſed, contre brigan. 
dage, againſt this public robbery and extortion. My Lords, the 
noble Duke tells you, that a ſtorm 1s — in the North, 
which may find ſufficient employment for our fleet in Europe. 
Are then all the terrors of a rupture with France, in caſe 
this war ſhould continue for any time, at once abandaned by iſ: 
his Grace, and his friends on the other fide of the Houſe: 
and do they now falſify their own predictions, delivered with 
ſo much confidence, in order to hold up freſh bugbears of 
their own creating? We have now no longer any fears of 
an invaſion from P Our coaſts are no longer in dan. 
ger from that formidable enemy, who, according to the noble 
Duke's information, 1s to be employed elſewhere. Sweden 
and Ruſſia are preparing to attack each other. Pruſſia and 
France are to take reſpective ſides in this quarrel. What, 
then, does this amornt to; but that France, jealous of the 
encreaſing power of Ruſſia, and in compliance with her en- 
gagements entered into with Sweden, will take a part in thoſe n 
diſputes? Does not this prove to a demonſtration, that ier 
France, operated on by her jealouſies, and obliged by her 
treaties with Sweden, can never think of preventing or in-. 
terrupting us in the proſecution of reducing our rebelhous 
tabjefts ? Such an attempt would be madneſs in any event; ſer 
but on the preſent occaſion would be directly militating a- 
gainſt her own views. But ſuppoſing, my Lords, that the 
matter really ſtood as the noble Lords in oppoſition have fre- Nn 
quently ſtated it, in the courſe of the laſt and preſent ſeſſion; Wl 
J will ſuppoſe, what I am ſure is not the cate, that it was 
both the intereſt and intentions of France and Spain, to pre- 
vent us from reducing our rebellious coloniſts into a ftate of 
legal obedience and conſtitutional ſubmiſſion, and that if we 


that we muſt expect to be engaged in a war with the united 
force of the Houſe of Bourbon, Would that be a motive 
with your Lordſhips, for ſubmitting to your rebellious ſub-· Nen 


it ought not, If a dread of a war with thoſe powers ſhould 
be a ſufficient reaſon for ſuch a diſgraceful, \/þ:ritle/s conduct, 
Jam well convinced it would have a direct contrary effect. Thoſe 
powers would ſoon conclude, that a nation which had nt on 
power or force ſufficient to coerce its own members, would be 


as an abzed, tame, mercenary people, who from a mere _ 
0 


* 
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lucre, would conſent to ſacrifice all the pride, dignity, and 


n- Pperior intereſt of yourſelves and poſterity, rather than ſuf- 
beer a temporary inconvenience, or forego for a while the ad- 
th Wh:otages derived from a commercial intercourſe with your 
pe, olonies: They, in fine, would look on you as a nation of 


nerchants, from whom nothing was to be feared, totally emp- 
ied of that ſpirit of warfare, on every proper occaſion, that 
martial ardour, native proweſs, and thirſt of fame, which 
ave hitherto rendered you juſtly formidable and terrible to 
our enemies. Therefore I contend, my Lords, that it 1s 
oubly incumbent on you to exert yourſelves, even as a means 
f keeping your natural enemies and ambitious neighbours in 
at ſtate of awe and reverence towards you, which will be 
ways one of the beſt bulwarks of the national ſafety, and 
our own domeſtic tranquility, My Lords, though 1 wiſh 
cerely, that America, ſhould ſhe perſiſt obſtinately to re- 
iſt the conſtitutional and equitable claims of this country, 
ny be compelled to acknowledge them; ou I do not defire 
lat the people of that country ſhould be abridged of their an- 
ent privileges, ſuch, I mean, as are conſiſtent with the 
"mmon intereſts of both countries; ſuch as it is proper for 
to grant or confirm, and for them to retain or enjoy. And 
enever they return to a proper ſenſe of their duty, I thall 


oft likely to heal the unhappy wounds that have been al- 
rady given, and for receiving them once more into the bo- 
dm of the mother-country. "Lhe noble Duke has beſtowed 
be hardeſt names he could poſſibly invent on this bill; and 
d ſhew the folly as well as injuſtice of it, aſks what it is we 
re contending for. Says the noble Duke, the claim of tax- 


e of tion has been given up. It has been relinquiſhed on the 
we ſea of its impracticability and inexpediency. I deny it. 
hte contend it never has; and we know, that the main ſupport 
iel ven to it in the pther Houſe, as well as to the general mea- 
dye 


ures reſpe ctiag America; was on the ſuppoſition that a re- 


ſub · N genue is expected to be obtained from Americn, towards al- 
ſure Mating part of the heavy burdens at preſent borne by this 
ould puttry, We know thele are the withes and ſentiments of 
uch e country gentlemen in the other Houle ; men of the moſt 


dependent principles and moſt ample fortunes in the king- 
om. I will not pretend to ſay, to what amount, or in what 


dbeode America ought to be compelled to contribute. _ Per- 
hr ps in their preſent ſtate · and condition, the aſſiſtance they 
ove 


buld be able to give to the mother-country would be but 
| mall 


: 8 


ery readily give my ſupport to any plan which may be the 
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object; ſo as to oblige them to ſhare the burdens, in propor- 


Duke of 


plying to the particular fituation of either, or both countrig 
Duke, who roſe to oppoſe the committing of this bill, 
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ſmall; but I inſiſt, a foundation ought be laid in the fit 
inſtance, which ſhould keep a proportion with their abilities; 
and that it ſhould be framed with a particular view to tha 


tion as they ſhared and enjoyed the advantages of this go. 
verument. I do not pretend to point ouRthe propereſt or moſt 
expedient mode of executing this plan; whether by taxes or 
cuſtoms, commercial duties, or by requiſition z thoie are queſ 
tions of policy, that do not interfere with the principle it i 
our buſineſs firſt to eſtabliſh, the principle of compelling them 
to acknowledge the right; afterwards it will be time enough tt 
look to the policy and the moſt expedient means of effectual 
carrying itintoexecution under the conſideration of the gene 
intereſts of the empire, as well as to the local circumſtances a 


The Duke of Richmond. I entirely agree with the nod. 


every particular opinion he delivered on it. [| think it 
moſt unjuſt, oppreſſive, and tyrannical meaſure ; it will 
therefore underftood, my Lords, that in the courle of what 
thall offer againſt any clauſe which on account of its cruel 
and injuſtice, may ſtrike me, more particularly that when ſſo 
dwell on that point, I by no means approve of thoſe other, 
parts, on which I ſhall forbear to animadvert, or perhaf 
ihghtly paſs over. I perceive, my Lords, that this bill {ſh | 
formal denunciation of war againſt the colonies ; and on thao 
ground, 1s not to be combated with arguments only applicab 
to a ſtate of tranquility ; or even ſome ſorts and degrees 
civil diforder. Though I totally diſapprove of ſuch a w 
and the principle on which it is entered into, I am ready vc 
confeis, that many things are juſtifiable in ſuch a ſtare i 
things, on which the moſt obdurate and inhuman mini 
would contemplate with horror in any other. I know, diger 
iT is looked upon not only juſtifiable and gallant, but an a 
of meritorious duty, for an officer or a ſoldier to di!guipc 
himielf in woman's cloaths, and in that diſguiſe to ſtab 
centinel on his poſt, I know too, that men of the hight 
and moſt cxalted hononr have not ſcrupled to come at ſecq all 
under the ſac red ſeal of confidence, and turn the informatk 
to the deſtruction of their emenies, when it was believed tl 
thoſe acts of horror and treachery promiſed to be mcans fen: 
promoting the deſigns, and furthering the views and ſu 
of their friends, and the cauſe they were engaged in. I 
my Lords, where no view of this kind can be antwered ; vb 
f 7 
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o one deſirable purpoſe can be obtained, I ſhall always 
pole an act of wanton cruelty ; and I may add on this 
es :Wccafion, of impolicy ; as I will venture to predict, it will 
ny exaſperate thoſe againſt whom it is intended; and 
nder them more deſperate, determined and enraged againſt 
heir mercileſs perſecutors and oppreſſors. It is the clauſe I 
notW:ve now under my eye, for compelling ſuch perſons, as 
say be taken in the ſhips and veſſels deſcribed in this bill, to 
nter on board his Majeſty's ſhips of war. Such a compul- 
t ion is, in my opinion, a moſt aggravated act of cruelty, Lou 
hemfiſct only deprive them, and ſtrip them of their property, but 
violence force them, at the peril of capital puniſhment, to 
e you, as being under the act of Parliament for regulat- 
g our naval forces, and thus make them liable to ſuffer as 
; apWcſerters, contrary to the eſtabliſhed uſage obferved in reſpe&X 
men preſſed into his Majeſty's ſervice. You even do 
obe ore, you compel them to fight againſt their fathers, bro- 
ers, and neareſt relations; and that too contrary to the 
mviRtion of their own conſciences ; and ſhould they re- 
iſe to execute the barbarous ſervice with rigour and punctu- 
lity, you then are authoriſed by the law juſt mentioned to 
oot them for a breach of duty. This, my Lords, if I had 
other objection to the bill, I muſt confeſs operates very 
rcbly on my mind, and I would recommend to the noble 
rhayWords in adminiſtration, to amend or totally omit this clauſe, 
| the committee; and not, by a wanton unneceſſary act of 
er, add to the ' horrors conſequent on a war of ſo cruel 
dd barbarous a nature. I beg leave to remind your Lord- 
es Nip, once more, that I do not mean by pointing to this 
auſe, to give any ſanction to any one part of the bill. All 
ould with is to intimate to its friends and ſupporters, that 
ate Mis bloody clauſe, this proviſion of wanton barbarity, even 
mow their own principles, is totally unneceſſary. The noble 
Id fays, the preſent meaſures purſuing againſt America 
popular; and that oppoſition have taken up for once the 
gu popular fide of the queſtion. I fairly aſſent in part to the 
ble Lord's aſſertion; for I believe the people were never 
ore divided in their ſentiments, than at preſent z but while 
Willow this, I do not affent to the aſſertion in the latitude 
nal: noble Lord has ftated it. In the words of a noble 
d gerd in a former debate [Lord Camden] we have ſcarcely 
ans en an addreſs, that has not ſpawned a petition, We have 
n told by ſeveral noble Cds in adminiſtration, that 
nerica too is divided; and I believe it may. At leaſt we 
Vor. IV, s 4 | have 
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have many reaſons to believe, that they are far from being 


was a place of ſuch conſequence, or that it carried on f 


are full as reſpectable an authority as the addreſſes from tif 
materially affect the ſugar iſlands, ſhould it be paſſed into 


they will hardly trouble your Lordſhips on the preſent occa 


out of employment. I heazdahg noble Lord with great ples 
luxe on the firſt of this Vg expreſi ſentiments of à vet 
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unanimous: What will in all probability be the conſeqeneeſþ 
of this bill, but at once to put an end to all divifions, ang 
to render them unanimous? Yet ſuppoſe the contrary ; wil 
not this bill involve thoſe who think this country in the 
Tight, thoſe who have retained their loyalty, and remains 
firm in their obedience, in one common puniſhment with the 
moſt determined, open and violent enemies and oppoſers q 
the Britiſh Parliament? The former will be liable to have 
their ſhips ſeized, their goods and merchandizes confiſcated 
their perſons preſſed, as well as the latter. Beſides, I he 
lieve this clauſe is contrary to the uſual mode adopted in re 
gard to perſons preſſed to ſerve aboard his Majeſty's ſhips df 
war, who are never ſubjected to capital puniſhments for de 
ſertion. The noble Lord has given as a proof of the genen 
opinion of the people, reſpecting this war, and particularh 
thoſe concerned in the Weſt-India trade, that if the ruin a 
the Weſt-India iſlands was to be a conſequence of it 
the people of a borough in his neighbourhood, | the town o 
Bewdley | would never have taken the part they have done 
a town which, his Lordſhip is, carries on a twelfth part of 
the export trade to thoſe iſlands. I admire the noble Lord 
accuracy of computation. It is the firſt time, that I hay 
heard a matter of ſuch importance ſo minutely and corre 
ſtated; and it is the firſt time I ever heard that Bewdley 


great and extenſive an export trade. But, my Lords, allow 
ing that the borough of Bewdley adviſed with the noble Ion 
and offered to addreſs his Majeſty unſolicited, as his Lord 
{hip ſays ; ſuppoſing likewiſe that they were unanimous Wan 
their ſentiments ; 1 ſtill beg leave to think that the Well 
India planters, and the great body of merchants concerne 
in the Weſt-India trade in the cities of London and Brito 


town of Bewdley ; and to ſhew that the preſent bill will ver 


law, they appeared the laſt year at your Lordſhips ba! 
and this year at the bar of the other Houſe ; but I beließ 


ſion, for experience has taught them to deſpair of obtaini 
any fort of redreis. Itis too often a misfortune in this coun 
try tor perions to entertain very different ideas, when in an 


differen 


* 
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annot ſay but I approved much better of the ſpeech then de- 


reed by his Lordſhip, When I make this. curſory obferva- 
on, I cannot but ſuppoſe that his Lordſhip's change of opi- 
non has riſen. purely from conviction. On the whole, my 
ds, I pronounce this bill, both in principle and in all its 
rovifions and clauſes, like thoſe it is to ſucceed, and to be 
rught with all poſſible injuſtice and cruelty, I do not 
tink the people of America in rebellion, but refiſting acts 
f the moſt unexampled cruelty and opprefſion. | Here @ cry 
pf order, _ I do not retra& a ſyllable of what] have 
ad, I think 1 am juſtified in the expreſſion, by the uniform 
iſtom and uſage of Parliament, which fecures to its mem- 
ers the freedom of debate, or why elſe are they at all per- 
nitted to deliver their opinions? If the injuſtice of the bill 
e manifeſt, becauſe it proceeds on an idea which is falſe in 


t are no leſs cruel, They ſubject the property of the inno- 
m and inoffending to confiſcation, without a trial; the 

ve an undue preference to the navy over the army; or elſe 
abliſh a precedent of a moſt dangerous and alarming ten- 
lency, that of giving the poſſeſſions of one part of the ſub- 
ects of the ſame empire to thoſe employed to reduce them; 


and horrid cruelty, that of obliging ſuch as are taken in the 
a of trading, for their maintenance and ſupport, to enter 
and ſerve on board his Majeſty's ſhips of war. 


an ſure ſuch a conduct has been always diſcountenanced in 
dus Houſe, I am happy, however, in ſeeing ſo full a bar, 
that I may have an opportunity of exculpating myſelf from 
charges and inſinuations equally ill- founded and unjuſt, © I 


from me on the occaſion alluded to; but I think my memo» 
y will ſufficiently ſerve me to recolle& the material ſcope 
and tendency of what I then urged, In relation to the fo» 
reign troops, I thought then, and I have not fince changed 
My opinion, that the previous conſent of Parliament was 
neceſſary to legalize that meaſure z that nothing could juſti- 
fy it but the. neceſſity ;' and that an act of indemnity was 
requiſite, in order to quiet the juſt apprehenſions which ſuch 
? meaſure ought to occaſion in the breaft of every * 
1 | a - whe 


erent nature; and ſtill retaining my former opinions, 1 


yered than of the ſentiments now ſo warmly and ſo ably - 


it, that the colonies are in open rebellion, the proviſions of 


but, more than all, they authorize an act of the moſt wanton 


The Lord Lyttelton. I do not at all think it decent or parlia- Lord Lye 


mentary to allude to any thing ſaid in a former debate; I beten. 


cannot ſay that I literally remember the words that fell | 


bliſhed at the Revolution, if the neceſſity was not ſtated, x 


Important extent, recommended from the throne, called for 


as Promiſed to give and enſure the moſt happy and defira- 
ble termination to the preſent unhappy difputes. Thus con- 


TI received it as a mark of his Majeſty's moſt gracious inclins- 


— 
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who wiſhed well to the conſtitution of this country, as eſta. 


the only true ground of juſtification. What happened aſ. 
te s? A bill of indemnity was brought into, and paſſed 
the other houſe; it came to a third reading in this Houſe 
and ſuch was the extraordinary conduct of the noble Lords 
in op oſition, that they oppoſed it; and ſeveral Lords in ad- 
miniſtration uniting with them, on a different ground, the 
bill was loſt and rejected unanimouſly. Whether the noble 
Duke's friends and partizans, or I, acted moſt conſiſtently on 
that occaſion, I ſubmit to your Lordſhips---as to the ge. No. 
neral meaſures to be purſued againſt America: I will remind 
your Lordſhips, that I voted and ſpoke uniformly in the 
ſentiments I have this day maintained, till the firſt day of 
the preſent ſeſſion; and on that day too I only differed from 
adminiſtration, becauſe I thought meaſures of ſuch wide and 


information the miniſters ſeemed unwilling to give, or ab- 
ſolutely refuſed. Ignorant as I then was, I very properly 
refuſed to ſupport meaſures, the object of which, and the 
means of executing, I was totally a firanger to. On that 

ound alone I refuſed to co-operate with adminiſtration, 

ere the matter reſted till his Majeſty's ſervants thought 
proper to give me that kind of information I thought neceſ- 
{ary to direct me in my future conduct. They were pleaſed to 
repoſe a confidence in me, which I hope and truſt I ſhall never 
abuſe; and which perfectly ſatisfied me, that their views were 
ultimately founded in wiſdom, and directed to ſuch object 


vinced of the rectitude and wiſdom of adminiſtration, I ac- 
cepted of the place I now enjoy ; but upon no other terms 
but thoſe I have mentioned. I have always a&ed, and fhall 
continue to act on the moſt conſcientious motives, and upon 
reaſons of the moſt perfect conviction. I do aſſure your 
Lordſhips, that I have never ſwerved from my integrity in 
a fingle inſtance. As to the place I have been appointed to, 


tions towards me. I have always looked upon it, in point 
of emolument, to be a matter of very trivial conſideration, 
MY fortune is too conſiderable to regard it in any other 
light, I did not ſeek it. I did not a the ſervile part of 2 
aceman or a penſioner, by meanly ftooping to apply and 
eg for it; and expect and think I have a right not to be n., 


cluded 
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hich it 1s not; I never ſhall ſacrifice my opinion 'to any 
onal or private conſideration, I own I am greatly aſto- 
(hed to hear the noble duke, who ſpoke laſt, affirm, that 
erica is not at preſent in a ſtate of rebellion, though 


the moſt ſolemn declarations Parliament is capable of ex- 


the fing; by acts of the whole legiſlature, ſtamped with the 
obe harity of King, Lords, and Commons. This, my lords, 
on tink, is a precedent that ſhould not be endured in this 
ge: ouſe, and till the authority of it is again reſtored, I ſhall 


yer think that we can expect to have a proper obedience 


the to the dignity of Parliament. I think that laws, the 
office of which are arraigned and condemned by ſome of the 
rom ry perſons who are ſuppoſed to have a hand in framing 
and d aſſenting to them, will always loſe a conſiderable part, 
for not all, their efficacy, while fach liberties are permitted 
ab-W be wantonly taken with them. 1 know, if I was an Ame- 
ern, and if T retained any doubt of the part J ought to 


e on the preſent occaſion, and was to learn that a noble 
d in this Houſe contended that the meaſures propoſed by 
bill were founded in injuſtice and cruelty, and that op- 
tion to ſuch meaſures was juſtifiable, I muſt confeſs it 
ald go a great way in ſatisfying and removing my doubts, 
[in determining my future conduct. I perfectly coincide: 
the opinion of 3 who was an actor in the ſcenes im- 
diately preceding the deſtruction concerning the liberties 
Rome, that ſuch an improper licentious uſe of liberty is 


mely applicable on the preſent occaſion, 1mmoderata licen- 
conſeionts, As well therefore on that account, as the ge- 


| inpropriety of ſuch a conduct, I muſt tell the noble 
ſhall Wc, that if he ſhould repeat the ſame ſentiments, that I 
upon to take the ſenſe of the Houſe, whether it be conſiſtent 
your Wi the decoram and dignity of their proceedings, to per- 


aumadverfion and cenſure. 

uke of Richmond, I imagine, if the noble lord had pro- 
y conceived my meaning, he could never have bly 
un ſuch inferences from my expreſſions. What I ſaid 
„and what I ſtill maintain, is, that, as as a member of 
Houſe, I have a full right, as long as the freedom of de- 
1$ held facred, to deliver my opinion without reſerve. 
e point immediately under the conſideration of the Houſe, 
3 18 
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Iuded among ſuch as do 3 for, if it Was an object of moment, : 


grace knows that the coloniſts have been declared rebels 
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y deſtructive of its eſſence. His expreſſion was ex- 


ſuch an improper liberty of ſpeech to paſs without a pro- 
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lord, though you oppoſe the hill, and diſapprove of it, ye 
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is the preſent bill: the bill aſſerts, that the America, 
are in rebellion ; I ſay they are not, and ſtate that as my re. 
ton for oppoſing it. Is this indecent ? Is this unparliamentary, 
or | contrary to the uniform and eſtabliſhed uſages of thi 
Houſe ? The noble lord ſays, that I ought and am bound t 
confine myſelf to the immediate ſubject of debate; and that 
Jam diſorderly, and deſerve the cenſure of your lordſhip 
ſhould I violate the uſual mode of debating queſtions in thi 
Houſe. In this I perfectly agree with his lordſhip ; but] 
would be much obliged to the noble lord to dire& me how t 
proceed, ſo as to debate, and yet entirely keep clear of th 
ſubject. For inſtance, I ſhould particularly thank his lord 
ſhip if he would inſtruct me how to expreſs my diſlike i 
the bill now before us, without pointing out the grounds a 
motives of that diſlike, I think the bill is in its principle 
and all its parts, unjuſt, impolitic, and inexpedient. Ha 
then can I ſupport my aſſertion, but by arguing againſt it 
impolicy, injuſtice, and inexpediency. But, ſays the nob 


ſhould not arraign acts of Parliament: you ſhould not quel 
tion nor condemn the acts of King, Lords, and Common 
for fo long as they remain and continue to be the law 
the land, it is indecent and unparliamentary to find fa 
with them. Does his lordſhip mean to puſh this doctrine: 
far as it will go? or does he wifh tc employ it only to apa 
ticular purpoſe, to anſwer that of the preſent debate? | 
either event I fancy his lordſhip will find himſelf much n 
taken, For inftance, I ſay the preſent bill is cruel, opp 
five, and tyrannic. I contend, that the reſiſtance made 
the coloniſts is in conſequence of other acts, equally q 
preſſiwe, cruel, and tyrannic ; and thus I prove that this 
ſiſtante is not rebellion, but that the Americans are refit 
acts of violence and injuſtice ; conſequently that ſuch 2 
ſiſtance is neither treaſon nor rebellion ; bur is perfectly] 
rifiable in every poffible political and moral ſenſe. Ther 
ble” lord ſeems deſirous of calling the cenſure of the Ho 
on me. If I have been diſorderly I am ready xo. abide by! 
ſenſe of it. I think I have not; and relying on that op10i 
I neither withdraw nor retract my former expreſſions ; 
am very ready to indulge his e by taking the ſenſe 
the Houſe, whether or not I deſerve its cenſure. 

Earl of Denbizh, As an old member of this Houle, 
think with the noble lord who ſpoke early in this deb: 
that the expreſſion of the noble duke is extremely reprehenl 
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id diſorderly, The noble duke may, it is true, deliver his 
pinion freely on tlie queſtion immediately before the Houſe, 
- it what it may; but I contend, that he is bound to con- 
ge himſelf ſolely to that, and not to go out of it. Nor is 
py lord in this Houte, in debate, warranted in charging an 
of the King, Lords, and Commons, with tyranny and 
juſtice, If this licentious uſe of the freedom of debate 
ere indulged, it is impoſſible to ſay where it might ſtop. 
ny noble lord might riſe in his place and affirm, that his 
zeſty was an uſurper, and that George the Third had no 
ght to the crown of this realm. I contend, therefore, 
at by the laws and conſtitution of this realm, any expreſ- 
on may be as well juſtified, under the claim of exerciſing 
e privilege of ſpeech; as that, America is not in rebellion ; 
that reſiſtance to the acts of the Britiſh Parliament, is no 
ore than reſiſtance to the moſt wanton acts of tyranny and 
preſſion. And ] do openly contend, that thoſe who defend 
bellion, are themſelves little better than rebels; and that 
ere is very little difference between the traitor, and he 
ho openly or privately abets treaſon. 


ble Earl who ſpoke laſt has been heard there. But I will 
his lordſhip, that J am not to be intimidated or deterred 
pm my duty by loud words. Such exertions of mere ſound, 
Ill not prevent me from punctually performing my duty. 
enoble earl ſays, I have explained away my meaning. 

lere his lordſhip would not have maintained ſuch an aſ- 
tion, if he Knew properly the difference between explaining, 
d explaining away. The noble carl, as a collateral proof 
his knowledge of the forms and orders of this Houle, 
Fs, he is an old member. I believe I am almoſt as old a 
mber as his lordſhip; at leaſt, I have ſat near twenty 
ars here,; and I cannot be perſuaded that I have offended 


iaſt any eſtabliſhed rule or form of this Houſe. As to 
ly FF point of explaining away my meaning, I muſt remind 
he lordthip, that I do not mean to retract any thing I have 


d; and if he has properly attended to my explanation, he 
U be convinced, that what I aſſerted at both times, ſub- 
tially correſpond with each other; if he ſhould think 
Krwite, I now take the opportunity of informing the 
ble Earl, that 1 ſtrictly adhere to the firſt expreſſions 1 
d; and am ready to abide the ſenſe of your Lordſhips, 
o are to determine Whether or not I have tranſgreſſed. 


Duke of Richmond. The noiſe your lordſhips have heard, Duke of 
xs reached below the bar, and muſt convince you that the Richmond. 


by this country. I do not know of a more meritorious {et 


As to the expreſhon of traitor, the noble Earl has ſo free 


- Houſe than either the noble Duke, or noble Earl. I hy 


- ſaw the debates in this Houſe conducted with greater pro 


altercations as theſe : they _ impede public buſineſ 


plains of the injuſtice of this bill, becauſe it gives the ipol 


navy without expence. It has likewiſe 
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applied, I believe there are no traitors in this Houſe-now 
days. 


The Earl of Sandwich, I am an older member of th 


fat here theſe ſeven and thirty years, and am happy in teſi 
fying, fince my firſt knowledge of Parliament, that J neye 


priety and decorum during my acquaintance with it, than i 
the courſe of this buſineſs reſpecting America. I am, n 
Lords, extremely unhappy, when I am a witneſs to f 


anſwer no one ſubſtantial or beneficial purpoſe whatever, a 
are only productive of ill-humour. As to the point of orde 
if I may be permitted to ſtate my pretenſions, as one of t 
old, if not the oldeſt member of this Houfe, I have alway 
ſeen 1t obſerved, as a conftant rule of debate, never to cor 
demn any act of Parliament, unleſs on a motion > its re 
_ In every other 1 I am of opinion that the nob 

uke was perfectly juſtifiable, ſo — as he confined himſe 
to the ſubject matter of the bill; but I at the ſame time cor 
tend, that he had no right to go out of the queſtion, to i 
veſtigate or deliver his ſentiments upon points not under d 
conſideration of the Houſe. As ſome objections have bes 
ſtated againſt this bill, which immediately apply to the buſ 
neſs of the department, over which I have the honour 
preſide, I look upon myſelf particularly called upon to gi 
every ſatisfaction in my power, Two objections have bet 
{tated againſt the preſent bill, by the two noble Dukes wi 
have oppoſed its commitment. The firſt noble Duke con 


taken from the enemy to the captors. Is this unuſual? 
am fure it is not. It has been ſo the two laſt wars carned( 


men than our ſeamen, nor none more deſerving of every d 
gree of public encouragement; beſides the general motives! 
executing their duty with attention and punctuality, t 
proſpect of ſharing the captures among the officers and ſe 
men will be a very great means of _ manning 0 


en much relied 0 


by the noble Lords in oppoſition, that this bill confounds! 
innocent with the guilty.; but I believe your Lordſhips 8 
perceive that very few can be claſſed in the former deſen 
tion, as the terrors of the continental and provincial * 


4 
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reſſes have 1 almoſt every man in that country to 
ake a decided part. I ſhall not detain your Lordſhips, at 
is late hour of the night, . by going into a long detail of 
woofs ; I ſhall only mention two inſtances, to ſatisfy your 
ordſhips of the cruel and cowardly diſpoſition of the Ame- 
Jeans, by ſtating to your Lordſhips, that they have even 
red and feathered three women, and have put an innocent 
ee negro to death, attended with every circumſtance of cru- 
by ty and baſeneſs. The free negro's name was Jerry, and 
e was worth ſeveral hundred pounds. This man, in an un- 
arded minute, ſaid, that if any of the King's ſhips came 
o that quarter, or the port where he reſided, that he would 
ilot them ſafely up. This being reported to the committee, 
mock tribunal was appointed to try him, and he was ac- 
uitted for want of evidence. Not ſatisfied with this firſt 
ttempt on the man's life, another negro, not a free one, 
s ſuborned to repeat the charge, on which the unhappy 
tan was condemned and executed, though the evidence of 
he ſlave ſhould not have, according to the colony laws, been 
o eived againſt a freeman. There was another particular 
. Wicumſtance happened relative to this horrid affair, which 
as, that although the negro recanted every ſyllable he had 
worn againſt Jerry, and owned that all he ſaid on the trial 
as a lie, yet Jerry was nevertheleſs put to death. The 
oble Duke who ſpoke laſt ſeems to lament greatly the cru- 
Ity of obliging ſuch ſeamen as are taken aboard the Ame- 
can veſſels to enter aboard his Majeſty's ſhips of war. For 
by part, I think very differently from the noble Duke. In- 
rad of an inſtance of cruelty or oppreſſion, I think it is 
ding them rather a favour, as you put them into inſtant 
; beſides, though this bill were never paſſed, if we 
bould want ſeamen to man our navy, and it ſhould become 
cceſſary to iſſue preſs-warrants, the perſons compelled by 
le clauſe to enter, would be liable to be preſſed. So that 
that view of the matter this bill creates no new hardſhip. 
wppoſe, my Lords, that we ſhould be inclined to alter or 
odify this clauſe, as the noble Duke ſeems defirous, you 
ould not, it may be preſumed, after you had thoſe men in 
dur power, put them in a ſituation again to reſiſt you, 
at, then, are you to do? In the caſe of priſoners taken 
2 foreign war, we know they are brought home and con- 
ed in priſon, and detained here till a peace enſues, or they 
e exchanged upon cartel during the continuance of the war; 
it in the preſent caſe, the matter being new, and no provi- 
Vo, . 9 U ts | fon 
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fion being made, and in fact in the event of a want of men 
the perſons found aboard Britiſh ſhips being liable to he 
pteſſed, I am of opinion the clauſe on theſe ſeveral ground 
entirely unobjectionable. I am ſure I am much obliged t 
your Lordſhips for the indulgence you have ſhewn, by hear 
ing me fo patiently. I ſhall not detain your Lordſhips mud 
longer, I ſhall only ſay a word or two to the point urged h 
the firſt noble Duke who ſpoke in this debate. That nobl 
Duke fays, that a ſtorm is gathering in the North: that hi 
Majeſty's miniſters ſhould not truſt to the aſſurances 
foreign courts ; and that we ought not in proſecuting this wat 
againſt our rebellious ſubjects, render ourſelves by a mil 

d confidence in thoſe aſſurances, defenceleſs at hom 
and liable to be ſurprized or attacked by our natural enemie 

I do not pretend to ſay exactly what may be the effect of th 
preſent diſputes in the North; but I will tell the noble Du 
that we do not truſt to the aſſurances of foreign powers; an 
that if ſuch a meaſure ſhould happen to be neceſſary, thaty 
ſhall be able at a very ſhort warning, to fit out a fleet an 
fend it into the Baltic: and further to aſſure his Grace, th; 

by the preſent plan of operations, we ſhall not have a fing| 
line of battle ſhip in America, as three fifty gun ſhips will 

ſent to replace the three line of battle ſhips now ſerving o 

that ſtation; and that conſequently we ſhall have ſuch a for 
midable force at home, ready to act upon any emergenc 

that may ariſe during the progreſs of this buſineſs, as w. 
not only be fully ſufficient to protect ourſelves againſt an 
attack our enemies might meditate ;5 but likewiſe to adop 

| ſuch other meaſures of vigour and effect as the particula 
14 ſtate of affairs in Europe might render neceſſary or exp 
P dient. 
| Lord#y- The Lord Hycambe [Earl of Shelburne.] In whatert 
cane. view this bill, both in principle and the mode of enforcing, 
that principle, preſents itſelf, it appears to me to be fraugi i ſt 
| with every accumulated ſpecies of impolicy and injuſtice. in 
ſhall, in the few obſervations I propoſe to make on it, deli 2 
my mind freely; on this, however, as on all former occationM, 
| looking upon myſelf at liberty to alter my opinion, and Wt, 
| regulate my judgment merely on the merits of the mati 
under debate, combined with its own particular cire 
ſtances, not by any collateral motives, which do not prope 
relate to the queſtion before me. The firſt matter 

Db orces its way to your Lordſhips confideration, on peru 

| this bill, is the principle which to me appears no leſs - 
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than impolitic. It is, as it has been well obſerved in the 


rational anſwer, to the laſt degree cruel and unjuſt, becauſe 
it involves the innocent in one common puniſhment with the 


j ſtate of deſperation, and of neceffity force them to take up 


effect of transforming your friends, ſuch as have hitherto 
continued ſo, into the moſt inveterate enemies, and inſpiring 
both friends and foes with the moſt enthuſiaſtic and deſperate 
reſolutions, of reſiſting a coercion that leaves them no other 
alternative but ſubmiſſion to the moſt abje& ſtate of ſlavery, 
or of ending in their complete deſtruction, unleſs they ſhould 
prevail in the conteſt, But, my Lords, I have a ftronger 


now ſtated. It proceeds on the idea that America is in 
rbellion to the juſt authority of this country, I deny it. I 
contend they have been in part, if not entirely, forced to 
take up arms in defence of their property, which has been 
attempted, by the acts of this legiſlature, to be wreſted un- 
juſtly out of their hands. They have been taxed by the 


They have been thereby deprived of the inalienable privilege 
of a Britiſh ſubject, that of voting away his own money, of 
judging of the quantum, and of the propriety of entirely 
vitholding it, ſhould he not approve of the uſes or purpoſes 
to which it may be intended to be applied. Beſides this ge- 
neral unqueſtionable ground I have now ſtated, taxation has 
been attempted to be carried into effect, contrary to the 
uſual mode, to the antient uſage of requiſition. I therefore 
contend, that the principle of the bill is ill founded, and un- 
juſt in the firſt eoncoction; and therefore that the idea is 
falſe, on which it proceeds, for the coloniſts are not in a 
ſtate of rebellion, but are armed in ſupport of their juſt, their 
inalienable and conſtitutional rights, thus openly invaded and 
attacked, The noble Earl in office has aſſigned every reaſon 
for inſerting the clauſe in this bill, which has been objected 
to by the noble Duke, but what appears to me to be at the 
frſt bluſh the moſt obvious. His Lordſhip ſays, that in a 
foreign war we ſecure all priſoners which fall into our hands 


been made in the bill for that purpoſe,---But if the noble 


Earl will permit me, I will tell him, what appears the true 
: "+ motive 
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courſe of this debate, and to which I have not as yet heard a 


guilty, It is impolitic, becauſe it will throw the people into 


arms in their own defence; fo that it will have the double 


objection to the principle of the bill than even that I have 


Britiſh Parliament, for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue. 


in prifon ; but that we will not know how to diſpoſe of thoſe | 
which may be taken on the preſent caſe, as no proviſion has 


KH 
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guiſhed himſelf in a warm oppoſition, during the Spaniſh 
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motive for inſerting that clauſe, a mere wanton act of femi. . 
nine revenge, a mere love of cruelty and opprefſion.---Byt let 
us paſs over that conſideration, and turn to the means Propoſed 
in the bill itſelf, for enſuring its operation. This I take t 
be framed too on other grounds than thoſe of merely reward. 
ing merit. On a former occaſion the noble Earl, though he 
did not poſitively aſſure us, gave us the ſtrongeſt hopes that 
we ſhould be able to man our navy without preſſing; buſt 
finding it impracticoble, the noble Earl and his brethren in 
office, have had recourſe to this method of dividing the prizes 
taken among the captors, in order to avoid the unpopular 
mode of preſſing, or of diſcloſing to the public, that our ſea. Mer 
men are as averſe to this ſervice as our landſmen have al. 
ready. proved themſelves, I believe the noble Earl diftin- 


war 1741, and aſſiſted in carrying the meaſure againſt the 
miniſter, for dividing the captures taken from the enemy, 
among the captors. Lord Bath was at the head of that op- 
poſition : and I believe the noble Earl does not forget that 
the great argument then uſed, in both Houſes, was, thai u 
ſuch an encouragement became abſolutely neceſſary ; for ai | 
the merchants wages were ſo much higher than the pay allow- 
ed by government, ſuch a ſtimulative to enter aboard the 
King's ſhips, would be the only, beſt, and moſt probable 
means of ſpeedily manning our navy, upon any ſudden emer 
gency, This, my Lords, cannot be ſaid to be the caſe at 
preſent ; no ſuch reaſon can now be aſſigned ; for I believe 
the merchants wages are rather lower than uſual ; at leaft} 
am well informed they have not been raiſed for ſome tim 
aſt. I do not know, that dividing the prizes in the manne 
aſually adopted among the captors, is perfectly right at any 
time; but as it is the only reaſon that has been ever aſſign- 
ed, and that it does not at preſent exiſt, I muſt confeſs, that 
that, with the circumſtances attending it, is another realony 
why I am againſt this bill, I ſhould think myſelf juſtified ina 
afting over the matter I am now about mentioning ta your 
Londihips, as not directly applying to the ſubject matter o 
this debate, if I did not think it of the moſt material conſe- 
uence ; I mean the two reſolutions agreed to in the athe 
flu, relative to the colony of Nova Scotia. As we cannod 
procure any information in this Houſe, I am under the ne- 
ceſſity of ſeeking it wherever I can find it. In the votes 0i 
the Houſe of Commons, I find that they have reſolved, that 
no other duties or cuſtoms ſhall be paid for any goods 0 " 
| jandlze 


andize imported into the colony of Nova Scotia, but what 
expreſſed in the ſecond reſolution, and that in the ſecond 
ſlution, that is reſolved not to exceed eight per cent. ad 
rem, on all foreign commodities, Now, my Lords, on 
oe reſolutions, two matters very ſenſibly ſtrike me. Firſt, 
+ ſmallneſs of the revenue, for which it ſeems we are con- 
ding ; and ſecondly, the direct invaſion of the act of navi- 
tion, expreſſed in the ſecond reſolution, which ſtates the 
uty of eight per cent, to be upon foreign commodities 1m- 
ted from the place of their growth. This laſt in my opi- 
jon, is directly cutting up that great Palladium of our com- 
erce, that great ſource of all the advantages we now hap- 
ly enjoy, as the firſt commercial and trading nation in Eu- 
pe; for the ſpirit and letter on which the whole of that law 
founded, are, that no article or commodity ſhall be direct- 
imported into the colonies from the place of their growth. 
king this in either light, as a mark of indulgence and fa- 
ur intended to this paltry colony, which has coſt this coun- 
more than the fee ſimple of it is worth; or taking it as a 
undation for a treaty with the other colonies, I think ſuch 
| invaſion of the navigation act totally improper. But 
hen we come to compute what the probable amount of ſuch 
revenue would come to, we muſt pauſe with aſtoniſhment 
d behold this country involving itſelf in ſuch ſcenes of blood, 
wence, and ruin, in the purtuit and attainment of ſuch an 
bet, The imports into the colonies are computed to be 
tween three and four millions annually, Now, taking rt 
a the largeſt ſcale, we may preſume, that the amount of 
e foreign commoditics to be permitted to be imported, 
ould be about an cighth of the whole imports, which, by 
mputation, is found to be the caſe in the colony juſt men- 
oned, Take, then, the eight per cent. and you have the 
m total of the revenue, which will be at or about forty- 
e thouſand pounds per annum, a-ſum which will no more 
an pay the expence of collecting it; and indeed, if not 


your Wanaged with greater  ceconomy than the laſt, would not 
er o ſufficient, If, then, our preſent warlike preparations, in |, 
nſe-Wich, to borrow a current miniſterial phraſe, every nerve 
hed finew of war and national ability is to be exerted, be 


obtain juſt nothing; I can only ſay, that it brings to my 
nembrance the conduct of a country gentleman, who made 
a condition with his tenants to ſupply him with a cer- 
un number of carts and horſes, and prided himſelf greatly 
that mark of his authority, though he enjoyed it at the 


expence 
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expence of a conſiderable decreaſe in his rents, as he | 
his lands conſiderably lower than the real value, on that 2 
count. On the other hand, if the reſolutions are me: 
to ſtop there, and is intended as a mark of particular fayqy 
I think, at all events, it is very improperly exerted town 
ſuch a paltry province, Halifax being called the gin ſhoy 
America, which, according to a late- publication, does 

import above thirty thouſand pounds per annum, and has 

ready coſt this nation between three and four hundy 
thouſand pounds, while Penſylvania, whoſe imports are th 
hundred thouſand pounds per annum, never coſt this coun 


a ſingle ſhilling. But above all, I am warmly againſt; 


meaſure which may directly or indirectly be the means of 
feating that valuable and truly beneficial law, the act of n 
vigation. — 
The Earl of Sandwich. The noble Lord who ſpoke lafl, 
believe, nay I am ſure, muſt be miſtaken, reſpecting 
lowneſs of ſeamen's wages, for on applying lately to the m 
ter of a tranſport veſſel, he adviſed a preſs, as he fad 
would be impoſſible to procure hands to man his ſhip, un, 
at a very advanced price, as he was obliged to promiſe the 
thirty-five ihillings a month, and yet they ſtill demanded 


advance; and before they got out of the river, would prob 


bly refuſe to proceed on their voyage, if their wages ve 
not raiſed to fifty ſhillings per month. 
The Lord //ycombe, | Earl of Shelburne. ] I imaginedth 
a noble Lord, high in office as he is, and at the head ol 
reat department, might have drawn his information fron 
tter and purer ſource than from the maſter of a tranſpt 
veſſel. I have no manner of reaſon to doubt that the noi 
Earl has ſtated what the maſter told him very faithfully; ! 
I ſhould have hoped that his Lordſhip knew the world, 
leaſt the duties of his office, better than to rely ſolely on! 
information of a perſon whoſe intereſt immediately depend 
on miſleading him. I am not ſurprized, therefore, thoug 
do not believe the fact, as coming from the maſter, that 
ſaid the ſeamen would infiſt on fifty ſhilling per month bet 
they left the river; but I am much ſurprized that he did! 
fate it much higher, and that the noble Earl ſhould ref 
tisfied with the report of a man who was to profit from 
impoſition. | 


Lord Vim The Lord Viſcount Weymouth, I do not think that 


mcuth. 


count V- noble Lord who ſtated the reſolutions agreed to in the oil 


Houſe, was juſtified in making them any part of the {ub} 


1775. „ % 

this day's debate, or going out of the queſtion immediate - 

refore us. We are not bound to adopt the reſolutions he 

-ntions ; and if they ſhould be found to militate, or to be 

lwerfive of the act of navigation, we ſhall at a proper time 
ie an opportunity of conſidering them in the only parlia- 

ntary manner in which they can be mentioned in this 
buſe ; at preſent, ſuch a diſcuſſion is totally irregular and 

mature. | 

The Lord /Fycombe, | Earl of Shelburne.] I cannot think Lord *. 
(ſelf in the leaſt diſorderly, The ſubject of this debate re- «mb 
eto America. I think therefore I am fully juſtified in 

aking to any material point which concerns it. The 

lutions of the Houſe of Commons of laſt year were 

le a ground of treaty with the colonies : I think very im- 

operly ; for this Houſe, in my opinion, ſhould have been 

ouſly conſulted. _ 

The Lord Viſcount Feymouth. There is a very material Lord viſ- 
ference between the reſolutions relative to Noya-Scotia, count V- 
d thoſe of laſt year. On the latter no meaſure was pro- 4b. 
fed or taken; on the former a bill is ordered to be brought 

, conſequently the matter will come properly before your 

ordſhips. | 
The Duke of Richmond, Beſides the clauſe which I have Duke of 
fore mentioned, as full of wanton iniquity, I ſhould be Richmond. | 
ad to be informed by ſome noble Lord on the other fide, 

tether all ſhips, &c. found in port, belonging as well to the 

emies as friends of government, are liable to confiſcation, 

ten not found offending, that is, trading at ſea; becauſe, 

the clauſe means that, I think it is ſtill an aggravation of 

e monſtrous and notorious injuſtice of this bill. . 
The Lord Wycombe, [Earl of Shelburne.] I had my Lore 5 
hubts relative to this clauſe the noble Duke has mentioned ; combe. 
It on cloſer examination, I think one part ſeems to intend 

e contrary, though it 1s not clearly expreſſed. I ſhould be 

d, before we rite, however, to hear ſome of the noble ſup- 

ters of this bill riſe and explain it. . 

The Duke of Richmond. I fear I am not perfectly under- Duke of 
od. What I mean is, ſuppoſing a friend to government, an Riabmond. 
nocent man, on learning the contents of this bill, ſhould 

Keavour to comply with it, and neither wiſhing to offend 

janft the law, nor riſque his property, ſhould put his veſſel 

o dock and unrig her, waiting for better and more peace- 

le times; whether, I ay, in ſuch a caſe, his veſſel to laid 

would be liable to be ſeized and confiſcated ? 

: The 
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becauſe no exiſting law has provided for the caſe of aft 
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The Lord Viſcount Weymouth. It is impoſſible to decid 
or give a direct anſwer to the noble Duke's queſtion; th; 
muſt be left to the determination of the courts of Admiralty 

The Lord Mansfield. The noble Duke has put his que 
tion very fairly. In my opinion, the intention of the billi 
that the ſhips, &c. laying in dock, ſhould be ſubje& to co 
fiſcation. The principle of this bill is, to make : naval w. 
upon America: and as in ſuch caſes it would be impoffi 
to make diſt inctions in favour of the innocent, the bill h 
been framed according to the general ideas of carrying 
war againſt a foreign enemy, where it is always taken ft 
granted, that every individual is concerned in and abetti 
every act cf public hoſtility, And 1 preſume, that ti 
great motive for paſſing this bill is, to veſt the effects, & 
found in the poſſeſſion of the Americans, to the captors 


war carried on againſt rebels. In king William's tim 
when Ireland was in rebellion, the defect was firſt diſcove 
ed. A few of the rebel ſhips were taken and condemne( 
but the legality of ſuch an act was doubted. On the whol 
I take it clearly, that the clauſe extends gencrally with 
exception. 

The Duke of Richmond. I think it is an additional reaf 
againſt ſharing the whole of the confiſcations among the caf 
tors, as it will not be now in his Majeſty's power, by tl 
bill, to make any diſtinction in favour of thoſe who mul 
according to the noble and learned Lord's explanation, fu 
fer innocently ; whereas, if a part of the confiſcation we 
reſerved for that particular purpoſe, redreſs might, on a pt 
tition and a conſequent enquiry, be obtained. 

A converſation now aroſe, relative to the powers veſted 
the Crown, between the Lord Chancellor, Duke of Rid 
mond, Lord Shelburne, and Lord Weymouth ; in which tl 
power of pardoning in the firſt inſtance, and the reaſon 
inſerting the clauſe in the bill, ſeemed to be miſunderſio0 
till Lord Mansfield obſerved, that ſuch a power of deleg 
tion was inherent in the Crown without the aid of Parl 
ment, which he inſtanced in the uniform exerciſe of it! 
the Lord Lieutenants of Ireland, and the commyſſion 1|: 
ed in the reign of king William, to treat with the iriih 
bels. But the reaſon why it was mentioned in the bill wi 
becauſe the power here given militated againſt two act 
Parliament, which of courſe called for equal power to! 
them aſide. 


1.1775. n 
The bill having been read a ſecond time, it was moved to 
mmit it. Upon this motion the Houſe divided. 
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Firſt, Becauſe this bill, by conſidering the colonies in 
nerica asA foreign nation, and declaring war on them in 
hat character, has a direct tendency to effect an entire, and 
je fear permanent ſeparation between the two capital parts 
this empire. It is new to behold a nation making a ſepara- 
jon of its parts by a law, in hopes of re- uniting them by a 
raty, The ſovereign power has hitherto always regarded 
ebellion as the criminal act of individuals, and not the hoſ- 


oel ty of any great collective body of the community. The 
mne mers of this bill admit the principle in its full force, al- 
who ough by all the proviſions they every where contradict it; 


vr whilſt the clauſes of the bill conſign all to puniſhment, 
be preamble only declares, that many are guilty, the le- 
nſlature chuſing to be confidered rather as unjuſt to particu- 
rs, than confeſs itſelf to be univerſally odious. The Eng- 
ſh on both ſides of the ocean are now taught by act of Parlia- 


| ll - . 

* tent to look on themſelves as ſeparate nations; nations ſuſ- 
ſulptible of general hoſtility, and proper parties for mutual 
wel eclarations of war, and treaties of peace, We are by this 


& preparing their minds for that independence, which we 
harge them with affecting, whilſt we drive them to the ne- 
ty of it by repeated injuries. 
Sondly, Becauſe this bill enables and encourages the navy 
England to make an indiſcriminate prey of the property of 
agi ſubjects trading to or from the colonies (even of the 
ps which lie quiet in the American ports) without regard- 
g whether that property belongs to friends or enemies, to 
e dutiful or to the diſobedient. This plan of promiſcuous 
pine (unworthy of the wiſdom and decorum of government) 
uſt compleat what yet remains to be compleated, of the 
on in North-America againft the authority of Parliament. 
lament in this bill ſeems much more inclined to diſtreſs, 
an able or willing to protect. In North-America the re- 
Kory and ſubmiſſive may be blended together. In the 
elt. Indies all are innocent ; but all are doomed to a much 
ore ſevere, and much more certain puniſhment, than falls 
Non. - ä 1 
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upon the moſt guilty in North-America. The whole x 
commodation, if not the immediate ſubſiſtence of the Wes 
India lands, depends on a commercial connection with fl. 
continent, frem which by this bill they are expreſly reſtrain 
ed. One of the chief, and much the moſt plauſible of the 
complaints made laſt year againſt the North- American colt 
nies, was a reſolution on their part to withold ſupply frog 
the ſugar plantations. But this year we have made ourſely: 
to adopt and ſanctify that very conduct which he had Painte 
to the work in ſuch odious colours. It muft appear x 
this bill was perpotely made againft the Weſt-Indies; and | 
the people of the united colonies might return to ſentiment 
of fraternal afieftion, or from motives of ſelf-intereſt, a 
from impatience of ſo hard a reſtraint, ſhould diſober « 
tlude the orders of the congreis, and afford relief to our u 
nocent planters in the Weſt-Indies, it ſeems as if an act 
the Britith Parliament came in aid of that authority, a 
Re tat no ſupply whatſoever ſhall be carried to ũ 
ſeſt-Indies, contrary to the reſolution of the congrefs. 

Third's, Becauſe this bill greatly exceeds in violence, ü 

pattern of injuſtice which it ſeems to follow. In ſome n 
teas the prohitition of the congreſs materially differed in 
the prohibition of this bill. Theirs was not immedian 
Time was given to the Weſt-Indies for ſupply both f 
America and other places. No confiications were ma 
We, on the other hand, have permitted the trade from Ami” 
rica, as long as it was nectſary to fave ourſelves from famn 
and to enable the colomes to pay their debts. This tupp 
they have made plentifully, and many of the'e Cebts tl 
have diſcharged moſt honourably. In return for this, to us u 
ful and honourable behzviour, miniſtry, abuſing the bonn 
of Providence, on the fri reſtoration of domeſtic plenty, i 
fabricated a bill for ſeizing America veſſels, now traci 
under the faich of an act of Parliament, no ſhip of thx 
being ſuffered to return to its own country, either f 
tence, or from the Weſt-Indies. 

Fus, Becauſe the bill, not ſatisſied with making Þ 
datory war upon the trade of the colonies, thinks it neceli 
to ſtimul te particular avarice and rapacity to an actirii 
ſuch ſervice, by rendering captures of North-American i 
fel and goods, the property of the captors, This regel 
is now, for tax firft time, (by any regular authority in ! 
kingdom) to be adopted in a civil contention, We conit 
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. bis method of holding out the ſpoil of their fellow citizens 
* fo the reward of alacrity in civil war, as a ſource of the 


poſt dangerous corruption that can be conceived, in the firſt 
tance to our navy, and in its conſequence to our army. A 
mber ef bold, enterpriſing men, trained to the profeſſion 
ums, with fortunes to make, and promoti on to be ob- 
wind, are naturally lovers of war. When ter have once 
Nied of emoluments from domeRic ipoil, they will no longer 
Jock on the commerce of England as an object of protection, 
hut of plander. They will ſee the protperous ſtate of peace 
u domeſtic induſtry, not with pleaſure, but with envy. 
ber will be taught to with for thoſe lucrative civil commo- 
bons, Which they will always have the means of provoking. 
Dar foldiers in che land ſervice will ſee no reaſon for their 
keing diſtinguiſned from the marine; and they will call for 
he viuader of Engliſh trading towns, "when they ſee that the 
amen have been indulged i in the pl ander of Engliſh trading 
ſlips, It never can be fafe for a ſtate to hold out an intereſt 
u diſturbing it, to thoſe who have the fſword in their hand. 
ſhe greateſt republic of which biſtory gives us any know- 
age, was ſubverted by this licence of domeſtic plunder. 
e zre perſectly allured, that the navy of England wants no 
ich unnatural and impious Encoure gement towards the per- 
formance of any duty which their known public ſpirit, and 
i uncorrupted honour, may make it fit for them to per- 
km. And it is no lets on their's, than on the public ac- 
bunt, 2 matter of the moſt ſerious afi:aion to us, that a 
ier always looked upon (and hitherto mo jufily) not 
mr without fear or jealouſy, but with the mot — af- 
fon in every part of this empire, ſhould be uanccellarily 
IpoJed to the lating odium which muſt attend tho who are 
tunched from the {poils of citizens, amongſt whem they may 
e obliged to pend their lives, and form their connections. 
ill wars (when they muſt be made) frould be male in ſuch 
manner, as not to render the return to peace and cordial 
mecticable. If the oil ordered by this act had been left 
0 the crown, the crown mi ght uſe it as an encouragement 
im a return to obedience, an 2s 2 means of future peace. It 
nor only a provocation, through deſpair and reſentment, to 
3 hoſtility. We cannot peſhbly diſcera how any ne- 

ly operation of war is ſtrengthened by this diigrace of 
ay Bat if the arms now uſed, ſhould ſucceed ſo as 
Dcnforce a temporary and reluctant obedience, we ſce but 
Dwell, that this bill will! cave ſuch a Lang in the W 
A 2 


| the coloniſts, as to render our government there hated an 
ſuſpected, and therefore for ever precarious, hy 


to be taken out of the equitable juriſdiction of the comme 
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Fifthly, Becauſe this bill, by anticipating all legal judg 
ment of the offences of thoſe whoſe goods are forfeited, over 
turns one of the moſt excellent and profoundly conſiders 
parts of that fundamental law, the declaration of rights 
which declares, „that all grants of fines and forfeitures « 
particular perſons before conviction, are illegal and void. 


This proviſion is expreſſly made, leſt rapacious miniſten ee 


ſcenting confiſcation, or rapacious ſoldiers allured by the lu ur 
of plunder, ſhould be induced to forge or provoke plots an Me 
rebellions, in order to enrich themſelves out of the pub 
diforders, 

Sixthly, Becauſe very extenſive commercial property tic 
Britiſh ſubjects (implicated by the nature of commercial i 
tercourſe with that of innocent Engliſhmen refiding here) 


law of England, and from that ineſtimable birthright of He 


. ſubje&s of this kingdom, a trial by jury, and carried to iN 


court of admiralty to be tried by a fingle judge, on the ren 
of an arbitrary, foreign law. 

Seventhly, Becauſe the whole ſcheme of this predatory w: 
for private lucre, is put under the arbitrary direction of ceſi n 
tain commiſſioners, to us unknown, even by name; wii! 
have power to give ſuch continuance to the ravages authoriſe 
by this bill, as their arbitrary will ſhall ſuggeſt ; to pardon( 
except from pardon, any number or deſcription of perſongiiſes 
and with fuch exception as they ſhall ſee fit, without any oe 
rule than their own private opinion, fancy, caprice, faro eee 
or reſentment ; and without any other rule to open or kent 
ſhut, any colony, province, county, town, diſtrict, or plagen 
We are of opinion that the power left to the ſaid commiffi 
ners, is perfectly unjuſtifiable and unconſtitutional. Ith 
beſide a tendency to create the moſt ſhameful and miſchieroJſm 
monopolies. Ihe power given to the admiralty, and to tee 
Weſt-India governors, to licenſe ſhips, is of the ſame | 
ture. If ſuch monopolies and jobbs ſhould not ariſe from fu 
powers, it is no fault of this bill, which, as if it had thc 
purpoſes in view, has taken eſpecial care to provide as ſtia 
a temptation, as human nature, ſet above law and reftrai ore 
and furniſhed with every facility to corruption, can polite 
be expoſed to. | a Ine: 

Eiehibly, Becauſe we know nothing of the buſineſs of tha: 


commiſſioners, further than the above arbitrary diſcreti( 
WI 


of 


ih regard to pardons. Rumour gives out, that they are to 
ave a power to treat with the Americans for a redreſs of their 
nierances. Of this, however, neither the ſpeech from the 
krone nor the bill have given the leaſt intimation. Al- 
hough if the commiſſioners treat on this ſubject at all, acts 
nd powers of Parliament being the matter of complaint, the 
mmiſſioners ought to derive ſome previous authority from 
pullament, in order to give weight and efficacy to their 
xoociations, and to preſerve ſome appearance of dignity in 
urlelves. It is hardly proper, that Parliament ſhould ap- 
ear in no other light than as the inſtrument of penal re- 
itions, attainder, penalties, and confiſcations; as the 
naker of menacing addreſſes, and the rejector of dutiful pe- 
tions, It is hardly decent to ſhew ourſelves fierce and in- 
xible here, but to be ſatisfied with permitting unknown 
erſons whom miniſters ſhall chuſe in future to appoint, to 
lipoſe in America of powers and acts of Parliament at their 
leafure; leaving us firſt the odium of rejecting reaſonable 
xqueſts, and afterwards the diſgrace of ratifying ſhameful 
nceſhons. 

Niathly, Becauſe we reject with indignation that clauſe 
f this bill which by a refinement in tyranny, and in a ſen- 
ence worſe than death, obliges the unhappy men who ſhall 
e made captives in this predatory war, to bear arms againſt 
heir families, kindred, friends, and country; and after be- 
plundered themſelves, to become accomplices in plunder- 
g their brethren, If there exiſts a doubt whether to juſtify 
te infliction of capital puniſhment on deſertion, it ſhould be 
tecefiary to prove that a ſeamean was a preſſed man or a vo- 


unter; the object of this clauſe is to deprive the American 


man of the plea of his being a preſſed man, as it declares 
at he is to be conſidered to all intents and purpoſes, as having 
itered voluntarily into the ſervice. By this clauſe, not only 
mmon ſeamen, but maſters of veſſels are, without regard to 
ge or circumſtances, or condition, to be ignominiouſly turn- 
before the maſt, and ſubjected to the auſtere diſcipline of 
e boatiwain. Perſons, in that ſubordinate ſtation, not 
eing animated with the liberal and ingenuous ſpirit which 
litaguiſhes officers in the navy, and taught to conſider theſe 
reed volunteers as rebels, will be but too apt to aggravate 
e miſeries of captivity by inſult and outrage. Thete pri- 
mers, among the comrades they are obliged to hve and 
Eve with, may very probably be often forced to behold the 
boils of their honeſt induſtry, and the natural ſupport of 
their 
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| burthens of ſubjection ought ever to be impoſed, where t 


town. 
the public with a deluſive idea, that thoſe meaſures are agre 
able to greater numbers in both Houſes, than in reality tht 


repeal of the unjuſt and improvident acts which have prody 
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their ſober families, ſquandered in riot and profligate dey 
chery before their faces. This we look upon as the laſt de 
gree of wretchedneſs and indignity, to which human naty 
can be ſubjected. This cruelty, unknown to the moſt {ava 
nations, is to be practiſed by Engliſhmen on Engliſhme 
It has been ſaid in Parliament, that the pay the privoners x 
to receive is to be conſidered as a full compenſation fort 
principles they are obliged to violate. We do not envy a 
one that ſentiment. An attempt is alſo made to juſtify i; 
the ſuppoſed right of preſſing. We cannot conceive thatt] 


protection belonging to it is denied; or that a man can ey 
be deſpoiled of his goods as a foreign enemy, aud at the fan 
time obliged to ſerve the ſtate as a citizen, This compulſi 
we have never heard to be practiſed on any priſoners of wa 
or in rebellion---nor do we know any example of it, exe 
among pirates---the outlaws and enemies of human ſociety, 

Tenthly, Becauſe a bill ſo unprecedented in its nature at 
ſo important in its conſequences, is brought in at a time 
year, when by experience it is known, that moſt of the ind 
pendent members of both Houſes are called away, by the 
domeſtic affairs, and when few but thoſe in the immedi; 
pay of the court, and attending on their employments, are 
This we conceive to -be done in order to imp 


are. The only part of this bill, which we approve, 1s 


ed all the evil effects we had foreſeen, and none of the g 
which was pretended as the ground for making them; ad 
as unfit for, as incapable of execution. But to our ine 
preſſible grief, and to the diſgrace of the public council 
this kingdom, miniſters, untaught by misfortunes and ui... 
checked by diſappointments, at the very inftant they are 0 
liged to demoliſh the old fabrick of their oppreſſion, as u 
leis and miſchievous, are building up another on nearly t 


: : ; : / Wi the 
: fame model, and with the ſame materials, adding only ſom rig 
thing more of that injuſtice and violence, which have alu *. 


proved miſchievous in proportion, as they have been au 


- mented, | ber it 
R1ICcHMOND, RockinGHAM, Car 
PoxsONBY, CHEDWORTH, 3 
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ABERGAVENNY, MANCHESTER. Br de 
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{ December 18. | 
The order of the day to go into a committee on the Ame- 
can prohibitory bill. 


determine; but by the account that appeared in Saturday's 
uette, publiſhed by authority, and immediately under the 
reftion of adminiſtration, it appeared they were determined 
bring the London Gazette on a level with the Bruſſels 
ette, publiſhed during the late war. Ey the account 
Iuded to, he remarked, that our aſſairs in Canada were re- 
a:{ntcd to be in a very flourithing condition; whereas the 
ery contrary was well known to be true, for there were au- 
hentic accounts of a later date from that country, which ſay, 
at St. John's was in the hands of the provincials, and that 
obably the next accounts will bring advices of the total de- 
lion of General Carleton's army, and that we are not in 
lefhon of a foot of land in Canada, His Grace, as well 
account of this news, as the general importance of the bill, 
pred that the commitment might be put off till after the 
nſtmas receſs, 


ud, that the merchants were alarmed, and that in ſuch a 
ak he thought it would be very proper to defer the further 
enfideration of the bill till after Chriſtmas, as in ſuch a ſtate 


* funcertainty, but more particularly on account of the alarm 
Se bill had created among the trading and commercial part 


the nation, tlie conſequences were, in many reſpects, much 


5 obe dreaded. 


ted in the Gazette; that it was the laſt authentic account 
Kayed from that province. That the miniftry had receiv- 
[the account alluded to by the noble Duke, but they had 


channel on which they could depend; that it might be, 
aught he could ſay to the contrary, very true; but whe- 
der it was or not, it could not affect the preſent bill; becauſe 
Canada was in the hands of the provincials, it ſhould be- 
dme Great-Britain to act with greater firmneſs and vigour. 


0 R 
Es | weight 


The Duke of Manchefter faid that whatever view admini- Duke of 
nation could have in deceiving the public, might be matter Mancheftore 
{ ſpeculation, and was what he would not pretend preciſely 
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He was ſeconded by the Marquis of Reckingham, who, yy RITES * 
efides the general reaſons urged by the Duke of Mancheſter, Rickinghamg 


The Earl of Suffolk ſaid that the King's minifters were fully part of 
iſtified in cauting the account relative to Canada to be in- S»folk 


right to pay any attention to it, as it did not come through 


The Lord Viſcount Zown/hend ſaid, that the preſent reaſon Lord vite. 
0 deferring the commitment of the bill, had no poffible Townfeeads 


b = 4 8 SS — . 
14 P 92 > — * 2 2 - = te = 7 
Oe f 3 - — - 
— 1 Eo 5 ous» a "2; ; 0 
"5 ; 8 < V= y =. N 
r "- * _ = , 2728 5 — — — 1 —— 
* — — — — — — = 
: 2 — . 82 = 
NEL - C * fp 4 N 22 
. DES 12 E r * 
we r = <n- « IF - < gs =. 17 EA 
— += > oe 1 a — 


* 


PE. 


REES. 


| 160 


Weight with him. If an account of our prevailing in th 


Lord Wy- 


Lord Chan- 
cellor . 


* 


tion from the merchants of Briſtol againſt the bill. His Gr: 
obſerved, that he did not know whether it was conſonant | 
the orders of the Houſe. He in the mean time read te i 


ruinous conſequences of the bill, as — merchaſ eme 


þ 
1 
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ſkirmiſh, or being defeated in that, was to ſway and infl 
ence the Britiſh councils, it was a ſtate he never expectedt 
ſee them reduced to; that if the principle which Parliamer 
meant or avowed to purſue was a good one and praQticahl 
nothing ought to divert them from 1t ; for he hoped they ha 
the power to enforce what they certainly had a right to clain 

The Lord Hycombe | Earl of Shelburne] obſerved, that 
man had a higher opinion of the military abilities of Gener 
Carleton than he had; but he could not ſay but that gent 
man, if the accounts from Canada were to be depended of 
had acted in a very unjuſtifiable, reprehenſible manner in} 
civil capacity. | | 

The Lord Viſcount Town/hend- to explain, and paſſed tt 
higheſt encomiums on General Carleton. He ſaid there w 
not a braver nor more capable officer in the ſervice, - Th 
what he had ſaid relative to his not having a ſufficient for 
to oppoſe the rebels, was not ſo much in point of numbers 
diſcipline. He had, it is true, a good number of treo 
under his command, but they were moſtly compoſed of mil 
tia, not uſed to ſervice, the whole regular force together nt 
exceeding two regiments, amounting to 700 men. 

Lord Wycombe | Earl of Shelburne |] repeated his entire z 
probation of General Carleton, as an officer, but he faid 
had done many things for which he believed he or his prine 
pal would be made anſwerable. That he ſhould not no 
trouble their Lordſhips on that head, but he hoped that tl 
day was not very far diſtant, when the matter would be fu 
cleared up. As to the want of force, or want of ditciplin 
the general could not help that, it behoved thoſe only wi 
neglected that ſervice to anſwer for his want of ſucceſs. | 

The queſtion was put on the Duke of Mancheſter's motic 
for poſtponing the bill till after Chriſtmas, but it paſſed Wk 
the negative without a diviſion. | 

The Lord Chancellor moved the order of the day, but! 
fore the chairman [Lord Scarſdale] had taken the chair, 
Duke of Mancheſter acquainted the Houſe, that he had a pe Ne 


heads of the petition in his place, which deſcribes the variq; dere 
of that town concerned in the American\trade. Me C 


2 * 


2 
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The Earl of Sandwich to the matter of order; ſaid no motion E. of Sand. 
wild be received while the order of the day was before the icb. 
aſe ; that, beſides, he believed there was no occaſion for 
ticularly attending to the contents of the petition, as he 
aut to offer a clauſe which he believed would, in a great 
pſure, remedy the grievance ſtated in the petition, - 
The Houſe then went into a committee of the whole Houtfe 

the bill; when ſeveral amendments were made, and clauſes 
fſered, 
gen The Earl of Sandwich offered a clauſe to protect all Nette E. of Sand- 
ue their cargoes, if two-thirds thereof ſhould appear to be- Wich. 
olg to Britith ſubjets. wy? 
i vi. The Earl of Dartmouth offered a an amecndinent to the pream- E. of Dart- 
and the concluding clauſe, to aſcertain and ſhew that the tb. 
mer of pardoning veſted in his Majeſty by the bill, was in- 
rent in him, and only Er here to anſwer a particular 


il 


th 
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ore The Earl of Saridwich offered another clauſe in favour of the E. of Sand- 
rs eſt-India iſlands. | wich, 


oof The bill being gone Fac wp * Scarſdale [fe the e chair, 

d it was ordered to be reported to-morrow. 

a December 19. | 

The American prohibitory bill reported. No debate, 

a Decemben 20. 

Order = che day, the third modus of the American pro- 

Abitory a 411% E 101 

no The Marquis of Rin diokbiies; 1 havea petition in myhand to Marquis of 
tent to your lordſhips from tlie merchants of Briffol, com- Roc ling bam. 

ing of the hardſhips- they: are likely to ſuffer, ſhould this 

, In its preſent form, pais into a law. I do not mean to 

1 2 the bill in this ftage, but purely to explain a matter 

Fative to the objet of this petition. When this petition 

offered to be preſented i the committee by a noble 

dike now abſent, ¶ Duke of Mancheſter | the noble Earl over 

* way Lord Sandwich] roſe and / obſerved, that he had a 

uſe which would entirely obviate the apprehenſions expreſſed 

che petition! The noble Duke, on this aſſurance, acqui- 

ed; but it has fince been diſcovered, by the friends of che 

tion, that the amendment propoſed by the noble Earl, 

nd agreed to by your lordſhips, by no means comes up to 

le idea or withes of the petitioners. It is on that account, 

berefore, I would recommend to your lordſhips, before the 

mcdy be out of your power, to beſtow ſome attention to 

le 3 and as you — declared a deſire to relieve the 

Vor. IV. * | merchants, 
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"merchants, in every reſpect as far as is conſiſtent with the 


would be, to change the commencement. of the operation of 
this bill from the 1 of January to the. 1ſt of March, b 


_cantile part 
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principle of the bill, by giving the clauſe a review, you wil 
then have it in your power to determine whether it migh 
not, with great propriety, ſtill be permitted to undergo fur 
ther alteration. The amendment I allude to is that which 
fixes the. time for ſhips not immediately coming within thi 
deſcription of this bill, from the firſt of January to the fir 
of Auguſt. . As the reſtraining bills of laſt year permitted 
the importation of lumber, and other commoditics, from 
America into the Weſt-India Iſlands; and as by this bil 

roviſions are made, which entirely alter the nature of tha 
indulgence, and annex different conditions, 'what will be the 
conſequence, but that goods ſhipped under the faith of the 
two reſtraining acts, will be liable to confiſcation and ſei 
zure, as not knowing that the law has been altered by the 
preſent bill? To remedy this evil, this unprecedented hard 
ſhip and injuſtice, what I would ſuggeſt to your lordſhips 


which means the people and merchants concerned in the 
Weſt-India trade will have timely notice of the alteratior 
made by this bill, and, by that means, will have it in their 
power to prevent the confiſcations and ſeizures which muk 
otherwiſe be the ineyitable conſequence of their 1gnorance 
and want of information.—On the whole, my lords, if an 
relief be really intended to be given to the trading and mer 

of this country, no poſſible objection can be raiſed 
to the indulgence now deſired; if not, and that the propert) 
of the merchants, planters, and others concerned in the Weſt 
India trade, is to be confiſcated, contrary ta the faith of twe 
ſolemn acts of Parliament, the effects of ſuch a procedure 
muſt be indeed terrible; and the innocent, as well as guilty, 


will then have good cauſe to be alarmed; finding themſelves 
ſuffering under the preſſure of ſuch a weight of power, break the 
ing into acts of the moſt wanton violence, and moſt unjulu- ll jar 
fable oppreſſion. - - ce Þh1 ri Mot 
Earl of Syf- The Earl of Suffalk, It is ſomewhat extraordinary that thi 
folk. 


bill ſhould, in this ſtage, meet with an oppoſition, after hav- 
ing been ſo fully before debated, and every poſſible objection 
to it fairly and fully obviated. For my part, I think di- 
patch is now become neceſſary; and, for that reaſon, I ſhall 
not be for admitting any farther delay.— As to the petition 
the noble Marquis now offers to preſent, I take it to be en · ¶ era 


tirely irregular. His lordſhip ſhould have offered it * 
F = 1 | | on 


k.1776. _ =. BY oY hold on. 163 
dis bill was read a third time. The queſtion now before 
jour lordſhips cannot relate to any particular clauſe or 
mendment in the bill; thoſe are already decided on. The 
queſtion now is, the bill being already read a third time, 
whether the bill ſhall paſs.— Here the Lord Chancellor pro- 
teded to put the queſtion, and the Marquis gave the petition 
b the clerk to hand to the chair. | 

The Lord Viſcount Y/ymouth. The queſtion cannot now Lord Vif. 
te poſtpoted, though we were ever ſo deſirous. It is there- oh. Rs 
fore, in my opinion, totally irregular, in this ſtage of the 
hill, to offer any matter whatever, but what may go to'its 
total rejection. The matter now urged ſhould have been 
offered on the report. It is now too late, and conſequently 
| ſhall be for having the queſtion now: before the Houte 
fn&ly adhered to. | 

The Earl of Sandwich. I differ extremely from the noble Earl of 
Marquis in the conſtruction of the clauſe alluded to. No bill Sanawichs 
erer pafled both Houſes in a more dehberate manner than the 
preſent, It was very maturely conſidered and debated in the 
other houſe, That Houſe ſhewed every poſſible inclination 
to render 1t as palatable as was conſiſtent with the principle 
dit; and admitted ſeveral alterations, in order to render it 
innoxious to all thoſe againſt whom it was not immediately 
directed. I took the liberty to propoſe ſome amendments 
myſelf, to render it ſtill leſs liable to any objections which 
might be made by ſuch as imagined their property to be af- 
ſected; yet, after all this candour and conceſſion, to come 
n this ſtage to offer freſh clauſes and amendments, 1s, I con- 
ks, my lords, what I did not at all look for or expect. I 
im clearly of opinion, that if the amendments ſuggeſted by 
the noble Marquis were to take place, it would, in a great 
meaſure, totally defeat the intentions of this bill, becauſe, 
the notice 2 by the amendment, would enable all the 
parties to ſhip ſuch quantities of goods under that indul- 
pence, that every ſubſtantial operation of the bill would be 
prevented, If, however, any captures or ſeizures ſhould 
lappen, on account of the ignorance and want of informa- 
ton of any of the perſons actually concerned, it will be a 
good ground for obtaining ſuch redreſs as the nature and cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe may deſerve; but for making any 
amendment, which might open a door for colluſion, or for 
trading the principle or different proviſions of this bill, I 
nuſt fairly own, I am totally againſt it. Beſides, if the rea- 
ſons for the propoſed amendment of the noble Marquis were i 
22 | much in 
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| much ſtronger, or would be productive of the eonſequence | 
have pointed out; yet, by the eſtabliſhed rules and order, of 
| this Houle, it is now too late to make any motion for alter 

| ing or amending any of the clauſes of the bill. 
| Earl of The Lord /Fycombe, [ Earl of Shelburne}, "The indulgency 
Shelburne. your lordſhips ſhewed me on a former occaſion, would haw 
| prevented me from again troubling you on the ſubjeR, 
Ef. thould have thought myſelf precluded from oppoſing it ir 
* this ſtage, after having ſo fully expreſſed my ſentiments ot 
the ſecond reading, if I bad not booked upon mylclf calle 
to inform your lordſhips of a particular eircumſtance, which 
has come to my own knowledge, as well as to ſtate an ob 
jection or two to the bill, which did not occur to me whey 
firſt I delivered my ſentiments on this ſubjet.——The fa 
a of Which I am to inform your lordſhips is, that a merchant 
whom I never {aw before, applied to me, and told me, tha 
— OY a great number of veſſels were now loading, under the ex 
preſs proviſions of the reſtraining act of laſt year; that thi 
perſons, owners and proprietors of thoſe veſſels and cargo 
would be liable to have them ſeized and confiſcated ; Thi 
he repreſented as a grievous, hardſhip, as the merchants i 
America, Great- Britain, and the Weſt Indies, were brough 
into this very predicament, by the reliance! and confidena 
they had in a Britiſh. act of Parliament, I told: the gentle nil 
man, he would have acted much more properly, to hae 
| applied to your lordſhips for redreſs : but I nevertheleſ 
| thought it my duty to mention it, as a matter well deſervig t 
| your lordſhips conſideration. On a former occaſion, I ſpo er 
3 very fully to this bill; but I cannot avoid; mentioning on 
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| part of it, the concluding cauſe, which authorizes the crom 
| to * to others the power of pardoning; and I under 
ſtand, ſince I laſt delivered my thoughts on this ſubject, a 
amendment has been made to the bill, to prevent any doub 
which might hereafter ariſe by the penning of the clauk 
| of ſuch a right being inherent in the crown, I have, 1 
| lords, conſulted ſeveral very able and reſpectable lawyers 0 
| the ſubje&, and not one of them has acceded to the doctri 
in its full extent. I have looked into ſeveral great authon 
ties, as they lie ſeattered in books, concerning this doctrinae { 
and not one of them come up to the language of this bil 
One of them in particular lays great ſtreſs on the ſtatu 
paſſed in the reign of Henry the Eichth, which takes awaßhheri 
this delegated power from the Lords Marchers, and velts ce 
iar ever ſolely in the crown. In ſhort, after the beſt enquiſ 0 
i | i} 


4 
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%s have been able to make, I am not ſatisfied that ghis 
him of delegating the power of pardoning in the lump is 
all inherent in the crown, Some are of opinion, that this 
over may be given by his Majeſty to individuals, others in 
te lump, others in America only ; but not one, that it is in- 
vlherent in the crown generally and unconditionally. In- 
med as I am, I ſpeak with all pofſible diffidence on a ſub- 
a of ſuch a nature, and with all poſſible deference to the 
ugment of the noble and learned lords preſent, who de- 
red when this fubjeQ was laſt under diſeuffion, clearly in 
ich dort of this power; but yet, after all, I truſt the noble 
s will excuſe me for expreffing a wiſh, that a point of 
en ich magnitude, a legal queſtion involving in it ſuch: nnpor= 
ant conſequences, were not hurried till an opportunity were 
jren to confider this matter more fully, at which time 2 
ble lord, whoſe ſtate of health will not permit him at pre- 
n to attend, ¶ Lord Camden] may probably be able to de. 
fer his opinion, and this Honſe, and the nation at large, 
r ſatisfied that an improper power is not veſted in the 
u en by this bil. The Greeks and Romans had ſome wars 
ue the kind that is now carrying on againſt America by this 
try. They never gave them the name of rebellions, nor 
led againſt tem as alien enemies. The latter, im one of a 


avitional war. I ſay this war is fraught with innumerable 
liefs. Inſtead of exacting obedience, it deelares nothing 


inert a wiſh for ſeparation ; it meditates open deſtruction, not 


dercion. It goes not to the puniſhment” of rebels, and the 
otection of the innocent; It is made contrary to every 


Wile obſerved! in commotions of this Kind. Inſtead of Being 
u edted againſt individuals, who are the ſuppoſed authors of 
1 rebellion, it is carried on as if againſt foreign enemies; 
0 


xr 19 made on the community at large. In fine, the prin- 
ple of the hill is to puniſſi the innocent, as well asi the 
ulty. But if the prineiples of the bill be bad, the provi-- 
s of it are ſtill worſs,, To carry it into execution, whit 
p ou to do? The framers of this bill, in order toe ſtifle 
ou hide the fixed averſion the people in general entertain for 
nne ſervice, have provided chat the plunder ſhall' be fflared 

eng the captors, by way of encouragement. What is this 
ur facrificing the merchant to the ſeaman? Again, the 
Wing cruelty. and injuſtice of ſuch a procedure, have in- 
el the friends of the bill to admit ſome clauſes, in order 
qu! ſoften the unexampled rigour of the hardſhips complained 


* 


milar nature, called it the ſocial war. I ealb cis a conſti- 
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of. Thus the ſeaman in turn is ſacrificed to the merchant 
In ſuch a ftate of uncertainty, what are we to conclude fron 
this heterogeneous mixture of indulgence and ſeverity, b 


which the merchant is neither ſure of his property, nor the 


ſeaman of the produce of his capture, when all will be lay 
litigation, and confuſion ? - It directly calls to my memor 
the ſtory relative to Sir Charles Wager, alluded to in a for 
j | mer debate. by a noble and learned Lord near the table 
[Lord Mansfield] who after taking a very valuable prize, and 
 - _ having her condemned, when the balance came to be ftruck 
1 he found himſelf a conſiderable loſer. On the whole, I thinl 
i N the principle of the bill wrong, the proviſions abſurd, o 
ö preſſive, cruel, and contradiQtory, and the meaſure taken to 
| gether, to the laſt degree, haſty, raſh, unjuſt, and ruinous. 
Lord Manſ- . The Loyd Mansfield, I did not come prepared the laſt da 
ald. this bill was under conſideration to ſpeak to it, though I de 
| livered my ſentiments upon ſome particular matters whic 
} happened then to come into diſcuſſion; nor ſhould I noi 
| trouble your lordſhips, did not I think myſelf called upon t 
aſſign my reaſons for aſſenting to it. The noble lord ſays 
this bill is haſty, raſh, ruinous, and unjuſt, I ſhall beg th 
tience of the Houſe, while I endeavour to exculpate my 
ſelf from that part of the cenſure which may be preſumed t 
| fall to my ſhare, as giving it my ſupport ariſes from th 
þ fulleſt conviction of its utter neceſſity in the preſent ſtate c 
| things. Before, however, I ſpeak to the principle of the bull 
I ſhall explain one matter, which has been frequently men 
| tipned, It has been obje&ed, that one of the clauſes of thi 
1 bill has a retroſpective view, as it legalizes all ſeizures mad 
| before the paſſing of this bill. This, my lord, is not un 
uſual; it has, indeed, been the conſtant, uniform practice 
ſuch caſes. It is founded in juſtice z becauſe if ſuch ſeizur 
were made wantonly, or without cauſe, and not upon ti 
only ground on which they can be fairly defended, that « 
mnancftly advancing the public ſervice, the clauſe in th 
| bill will not protect or. indemnify any act of that kind. Be 
li | fides, what is the true legal conſtruction of this clauſe ?—nC 
| ſurely, to ſeize the property, and confiſcate it, No, only 
defend the actors againſt perſonal actions, the perſons col 
plaining being ſtill left at. full liberty to purſue their remed 
38 at law, in order to recover their property, or the value of! 
I! - It would, indeed, were it otherwiſe, be impoſſible for office 
| in high command to act, if for meaſures taken for the go 
of the ſtate, they ſhould be liable afterwards to be * 
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y the almoſt infinity of ſuits that might be inſtituted againſt 
em, when the commotions were over, and every thing re- 
umed into its former tranquil ſtate, The noble lord ſeems 
v doubt of the right of delegating the power of pardoning 
obe inherent in the crown; for my part, I am perfectiy 
ear it has from the firſt eſtabliſnment of the monarchy. 
neral Gage exerciſed it on a late occahon, where, by pro- 
mation, he promiſed pardons to every man in America, 
uit one or two individuals. It has been always the prac- 
nice. Every general of an army, acting againſt rebels, is 
ted with this power. Indeed, I believe, there never was 
rebellion in this country, or its dominions, in which this 
mer was not actually exerciſed. The rebels taken in 1715 
Preſton, claimed it as an agreement, as the terms of capi- 
lation. It was not granted; but the power was never dif- 
ned. A night or two ago I was reading the Regiſter, a 
0k of the firſt law authority extant. It is full of original 
its.” So early as the reign of Edward I. I find this doc- 
noi ine of pardoning in the lump fully confirmed. I found 
1 t ere a dedimus poteſtatem, directed by that King to certain 
2% rons therein mentioned, to pardon all the people of Gal 
Mer. Was not this pardoning in the lump? Was not this 
udoning a whole community? As to the original matter 
ave riſe to this bill, I always was of opinion that the 
ple of America were as much bound to obey the Acts 
the Britiſh Parliament, as the inhabitants of London and 
liddleſex, -I always thought, that ever ſince the peace of 
ns, the Northern Colonies were meditating a ſtate of in- 
pendency on this country. They have told you as much 
nad one of the publications of the Continental Congreſs, 
derein they thank Providence, in inſpiring their enemies 
n the reſolution of not attempting to carry their ſchemes 
un dominion into execution, till they had arrived at a growth 
ſtrength ſufficient to reſiſt them. I have not a doubt on 
at mind but this has been their intention from the period 1 
th e to. Whatever might be their wiſhes before that 
Wc, their ſituation rendered it impracticable, becauſe it was 
no country that could alone protect them againft the power 
France, to which their whole frontier lay expoſed. © But 
ng that all their profeſſions were genuine, that their I 
medFinations. were thoſe of duty and reſpect towards this 15 
of entry, that they entered into the preſent rebellion through / 
ice intrigues and arts of a few factious and ambitious men, = 
_cootoſe who ultimately directed them; that the ſtamp act 9 
| was my 
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PARLEAMENTARY A. 177 
was wrong, that the declaratory law might aſſert the ſupre 
macy over that country, but it ought never to be exerciſed 
nor amount to more than ſuch a power as his preſent Ma. 
jeſty claims over the kingdom of France, a mere nomi 
nal dominion, that no troops ſhould be ſent into thy 
country, even to defend them, without their own permiſſion 
that the admiralty courts thould never be made to extend 
| there, though by the trial by jury, the parties themelye 
would be judges; that offenders againſt the laws and autho 
rity of this country ſhould be tried for offences by perſor 
who themſclves were ready to declare they did not think thi 
charges criminal ; that no reſtraints ſhould be laid fppon thei 
commerce, though that great bulwark of the riches and com ou 
merce of this country, the act of navigation, depended o 
ſuch reſtraints ;- that every meaſure, hitherto taken to com 
pel ſubmiſſion to the parliamentary authority of this county 
was eruel and unjuſt ; that every miniſtry in this coun 
were tyrannic and oppreſſive, and that the laſt is worſt of all 
Yet admitting all this to be true, my lords, what are wet 
do? Are we to reft inactive, with our arms acroſs, till th 
ſhall think: proper to begin the attack, and gain ſtrength to M egen 
is; with effect? We are now in ſuch a tion, that u 
muſt either fight or be purſued. What a Swediſh Gene 
- ſaid te his men, in the reign of Guſtavus Adolphus, juſt; 
the eve: of a battle, is extremely applicable to us at preſent 
Foipting to the enemy, who were marching down to engap 


them,; ſays he, My lads, you fee thoſe men, yonder, n be 
you do not kill them, they will kill you. If we do nc 
my lords, get the better of America, America will get tir 
better of us. We do not fear, at preſent, that they will a 
tack us at home; but conſider, on the other hand, what wi Bills 
he the fate of the ſugar iſlands; what will be the fate of . 
trade to that country. That, my lords, is a moſt vaiuab 
important conſideration; it is the beſt feather in our win Priy 
The people of America are preparing to raiſe a navy ; the 
have begun in part; trade will beget opulence, and by ti The 
means they will be enabled to hire ſhips from foreign power 
It is ſaid, the preſent war is only defenſive on the part OFF As ü 
America. Is that the caſe ? Is the attack on Canada, or i Mucheſ 


attempt on Halifax a defenſive war? Is the prohibiting Wnt o 
trade and commerce-with every other part of the domino ebrua 
af the Hritiſſi empire, with Ireland, for whom they exp ril. 
ſuck. friendly ſentiments, is ſtarving the ſugar iſlands, actiſſ 
on the defenſive? No: though thoſe people never oftcnoy 0 
$4 ; Vo, 


1166. EA r £5," 
x oppreſſed us, we will diſtreſs them (ſay they) becauſe 
ut will be diſtreſſing of Great- Britain. Are we, in the 


tering our provinces at the head of numerous armes, 
ing our forts, to ſtand idle, becauſe we are told this is an 
juſt war, and wait till they have brought their arms to our 
doors. The laſt Dutch war was generally underſtood 
e unjuſt ; yet that did not prevent us from repelling the 
ders, when they came up to burn our navy at Chatham. 
e cauſes of the late war were much condemned, but that 
not prevent us from purſuing it with vigour. Indeed, 
e nature of all war is ſuch, it ought to be carried on with 
pour, till the objects which cauſed it are either obtained, 
abandoned as unattainable, or not worth purſuing. Nei- 
„ truſt, is the caſe in the preſent inſtance; I do not 
refore conſider who was originally in the wrong; we are 
w only to conſider where we are. The juſtice of the cauſe 
uſt give way to our preſent ſituation; and the conſequences 
uch muſt enſue, ſhould we recede, would, nay muſt, be in- 
nitely worſe than any we have to dread by purſuing the 
reſent plan, or agreeing to a final ſeparation, On thoſe, as 
ll as many other conſiderations of great weight, I beg 
we to differ from the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ; for I am 
hed this bill is neither haſty, raſh, ruinous, or unjuſt. 
There was no diviſion, 7 11055 K | 
Ockred, That the trial of the Ducheſs Dowager of King- 
bn be on the 28th of February next in Weſtminſter-hall. 


«s hr  ﬀ#&|+ AM E-£ i, = > £1 


Private buſineſs. | 
- received the royal aſſent. Adjourned to January 23, 
76. y | 3 

1 anuary 23, 1776. 
Private buſineſs. 7 W 


January 24. 
The ſame. ; : 


| 2 25. „ 3/542 Hole 

As the ſcaffolding in Weſtminſter-hall, for the trial of the 
cheſs Dowager of Kingſton, could not be prepared, on ac- 
bunt of the term, time enough for the trial on the 28th of 
8 the order for the trial was altered to the 15th of 
rl 0 ; f 5 * 938 „ 5 

ö Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 29th. © 

Vor. IV. 2 January 


vt of all the outrages of —— of ſeizing our ſhips, : 
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| ; January 29. 17 
The ſame, 9 N | Feers « 
| 3 anuary 30. (, as 
Decollation of King Charles I. it Pe 

\  Tanuary 31. ed, 


Private buſineſs. Adjourned to F ebruary 2. | 
February 2. b bon ſt 


The ſame, Adjourned to the 5th. Mc the 
. February 5, b, 7, 8, 9. = Jon nc 

The ſame. Adjourned to the 12th. | reed 
N February 12. jon of 

The ſame. Adjourned to the 1 5th. | ime f 


a  » February 15, 16. ſhere 
The fame. Adjourned to the 19th, bat ar 
| February 19. tend 

The ſame. Adjourned to the 22d. n ho 


| FTrebruary 22. int 
A committee having been appointed to make regulation the 
for the trial of the Ducheſs Dowager of Kingſton, Lord Vi the 
count Dudley reported to the Houſe the reſolutions of tiiiiſ1t01 
committee. The report occaſioned ſeveral ſhort converſi en b 
tions. The firſt was, whether. each Lord ſhould have t ce © 
diſpoſal of ſeven or of eight tickets; ſeven was at leng i 0 
agreed to. The next was, whether the word Peere/s ſhoul ers ſt 
ſtand in the reſolution, as deſcribing the priſoner coming Y Lo 
the bar, previous to her arraignment, It was obſerved, th ds 2 
the word Lady was firſt inſerted, till made to give way ir br 
Peereſs. On one ſide it was inſiſted ſhe was a Peereſs, becauht* Par 
if ſhe was not Ducheſs Dowager of Kingſton, {he muſt g, 
courſe be Counteſs of Briſtol. On the other fide it was Err ce 


liſted, that the point in iſſue was, that ſhe was not Ducheſs « 
Kingſton, and that ſhe herſelf had abandoned the claim « 
being Counteſs of Briſtol. 'The reſolution was amende 
by inſerting throughout the reſolution the deſcriptive add No de 
tion of Elizabeth calling herſelf Ducheſs Dowager of King | 
ſton. Another debate enſued upon thoſe who ſhould be ac The 
mitted to ſeats on the forms, at each fide of the Court; NA 
reſolution ſaid, Peereſſes, Peers eldeſt ſons and daughters,“ 
the wives of Peers eldeft ſons. Three amendments were oF 
fered in this place: firſt, that Dowager Peereſſes ſhould WFP ſhi 
inſerted; but that after a while was given up, as being 1! 
cluded in the name of Peereſs : the ſecond was, that U 
Dowagers of Peers eldeſt ſons ſhould be admitted; this refor, 
amended by deſcribing them by the name of the wo | op 

. « | RE ſþ ns 


Priva 
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Feers eldeſt ſons; but after it was ſo amended, it was rejet᷑t - 
j, as not being founded in precedent : the laſt was, to in- 
it Peereſſes married to Commoners : but that too was oyer- 
led, on the footing, that a Peereſs obtaining rank by mar- "—"—— 
, loſes it when ſhe marries a Commoner. The reſolu- - 
on ſtood at the concluſion thus: Peerefles, Peers eldeſt ſons, - 240080 
nd their wives, and the daughters of Peers. A converſa- 
n now enſued, whether the court ſhould riſe at five, as re- 
arted in the reſolution, or whether, according to a propoſi- 
Jon of Lord Dudley's, it ſhould be extended to ſeven? The 
ne fixed in the reſolution [April 15.] was agreed to. 
There were a great number of mere formalities reported, 
bat are founded in precedents, ſuch as that the Lords ſhall | 
tend in the Princes chamber to robe, go from that to their 
m houſe, and proceed in proceſſion to Weſtminſter-hall, 
| in their ſeveral degrees; the junior Barons going firſt, 
ad the Lord High Steward laſt ; the proclamations on open- 
g the court; the returning to their own houſe to debate all 
feſtions, and coming back to the Hall to declare their op1- 
on by the mouth of the Lord High Steward; the atten- 
ance of the Judges on the woolſacks; the attendance of the 
erk of the Crown, and the law officers of the crown; the 
ers ſtanding uncovered, while the commiſſion appointing 
* Lord Chancellor Lord High Steward is reading; the 
ds giving their ſuffrages, by laying their right hands on 
ir breafts, and ſaying guilty or not guilty, upon my honour ; 
e manner of the priſoner and counſel addreſſing their Lord- 
ps, and not the Lord High Steward; and a great many 
ber ceremonials of leſs conſequence, OTE. ng 
5 | 
Private buſineſs, . Adjourned to the 26th, 
Frebruam 26. | 
No debate, Adjourned to: the 28th, 
3 February 28. | | | 
The Earl of Hzllfborough acquainted the Houſe, that he E. of Hil 
2 motion to make. He obſerved, jt was but a thin bes 
ſe, Foc as the queſtion would tury on a mere point of law, | 
preſumed the time would not be deemed too ſhort, His 
fdſhip obſerved, that in the indiment found againſt the 
puchels of Kingſton ſhe was deſcribed-ag Elizabeth the wif? 
J. A. Hervey, calling herſelf Ducheſs of Kingſton. He 
krefore moved, that the Houſe be ſummoned for to-mor- 
, and that the Judges be ordered to attend, to give their 
pans on the two Following points ; Whether Elizabeth, 
: Z 2 ceiling 
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bent nor Writ of removal from the c—_— nor King's 
nch were properly before the Houſe. e inſiſted that the 
ould have regularly pleaded her privilege to the juriſdie- 
boa of the Court of King's Bench; that her plea fhould: 
Lie been recorded, and the record, with the endorſement; 
{ſuch plea, returned by the Court before the King 1n Par- 
ment. By that means the Houſe would have had it in 
ir power to enquire into the validity of the plea; that is, 
determine the fact, whether ſhe was or was not a Peereſs; 
xd if they ſhould decide that ſhe was, then to proceed to 
nog her to her trial. His Lordſhip relied much on the 
ning of the Grand Jury, who ſtated imply, that they found 
be was married to A. J. Hervey, and did unlawfully marry 
ain with the late Duke of Kingſton ; conſequently, if the 
Il was well found, ſhe could not be tried as a Peereſs on 
bat indictment, becauſe ſhe was deſcribed therein as the 
if of a Commoner, the very juſtice of the cauſe turni 

the circumſtance of her not being legally married to the 


ſhim were eſſential to the point under their Lordſhip's con- 
eration, he cited the precedent in the beginning of the 
ron of Queen Anne, in the caſe of Lord Banbu ho 
ing indicted for murder, pleaded againſt the juriſdiftion of 
e Court; and his plea being recorded, the certiorari, with 
e plea indorſed on it, was returned before the King in Par- 
ment, when the Lords not allowing the plea to be good, 
0 rinhng to decide on it in a legal manner, Holt, Chief 
ice, refuſed. to bring Lord Banbury to his trial as a Com- 
BY and his Lordſhip was diſcharged without any ſort of 
whatever,  _ 1 8 


tion. He faid it was by no means intended to defeat the 
h or elude juſtice, but merely to preſerve the laws and 
Ages of Parliament, and the conſtitutional mode of trial. 
e next ſtated the queſtions he intended to put: The firſt 


Weſton, and indicted under the name of Elizabeth Hervey, 
e of A. J. Hervey, could be lawfully tried as a Peereſs ? 
e ſecond, ſuppoſing ſhe ſhould be tried, whether ſhe might 
move an arreſt of judgment on account of the incompe-- 
dey of the juriſdiction, alledging, that the indictment de- 
bed her by the name of Elizabeth, wife of A. J. Hervey > 
© third, whether as the wife of A. J. Hervey, ſhe could 
tied as the Peereſs of the ream : = 


> 


te Duke of Kingſton. In proof that the formalities ſtated - 


His Lordſhip beſides explained the intended effect of bis 


„ whether Elizabeth, calling herſelf Ducheſs Dowager of 
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The queſtion was put on the firſt of thoſe, and the Earl o 


| Denbigh moved the following amendment: to inſert th oo * 

werds . ſince become a Peer of this Houſe,” which produced efaftion 

à ſhort debate. For the amendment: contents 32, non- con t of ſho 

I . 

The amended queſtion was put, Whether Elizabeth, callin Iputes, u 

herſelf Ducheſs of Kingſton, indicted under the name of EM. PAUSE 

zabeth, the wife of A. J. Hervey, ſince become a Peer o 1 

this Houſe, can be lawfully tried as a Peereſs? The que; 8 

tion was then put, Whether the amended queſtion ſhould b wort 15 

t tothe Judges, in order to have their opinion thereon "(HEM 

| For putting the queſtion to the Judges, contents 43, non deemed 

contents 7. : | 29P nutely a 

Ihe amended queſtion was put to the Judges, and Lo 9 abar 
Chief Baron Smythe roſe, and acquainted their Lordfhipt "ay 

that it was the unanimous opinion of all the Judges in tow might 7 

eight others and himſelf, that the Lady calling herſelf Du His Gra, 

cheſs Dowager of Kingſton, can, on the indictment foungi riphts © 

againſt her by the grand jury of the county of Middleſex, . 8 

lawfully tried as a Peereſs of this realm. id, as m1 

LES hen (net ' March „ 8 = 5 bly ten 

© Priyate'buſineſs. Adjourned to March 4, ſhould e 

Ty £05555: OR. March 4. j reſpecti 

The ſame. ; & ndutt of: 

SIT Hi vn 4 * March 5. 3 proſecut 

| Duke of The Duke of Richmond moved, That an humble addreyl; ground 

| Richmond. he preſented to his Majeſty, praying, that he would be grafts ente 

| i pleaſed to countermand the march of the troops Wi mat m. 

Heſſe, Hanau, and Brunſwick ; and likewiſe give dire; ns a 

| for an immediate ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities in America, in o t of the 

| der to ay a foundation for a happy and permanent reconc ; gtrene I 

| bation between the contending parts of this diſtracted empir n Land 

For the addreſs at length, ſee the proteſt at the end « the.enem 

| this day's debate.) | Oo . Wceſhewe 

| His Grace apologized for the trouble he was going to gin, roſe ir 

| | ſſed a conſciouſneſs of his own inability, and a wi | 

that others more equal to the taſk, had ſtood forward at extortio 

| tremendous:crifts; a crifis which he feared would decide ti kty, alwa 

| | fate of chis great empire for ever. He lamented-th: abſend v. 7 

| of the Marquis'of Rockingham, and the Earl of Chaafffraing tre 
| The latter, when this nation was on the brink of deſtructioſ period. 

reſeued it from impending ruin; and not reſting there, 8³ ay. Hj 

a luſtre to our arms, and an efficacy and ſteadineſs to de diffe: 


councils, never before known in the annals of this * 


—— 
4 - 


1176. De: E':Bi ATE} £11 

e other of them, a noble Marquis [ Marquis of Rocking- 
n] who in a ſeaſon of public diſtraction preſided at the 
dof the national councils, with honour to himſelf, and 
blaction to the nation; and though his adminiſtration was 
of ſhort continuance, had the good fortune to quit his 
ion with. a conſciouſneſs of having healed thoſe unhappy 
utes, which threatened the empire with the moſt ſerious 


alarming conſequences ; but which have fince broke out 


h redoubled vigour and malignity. He was aware; he 


|, how much he ſhould feel the abſence and conſequent 
port of the two noble Lords, in proſecuting the buſineſs 


this day; but however unequal to the attempt himſelf, 
deemed it a part of his duty, and without conſidering 
utely all the conſequences, he ſhould, in diſcharge of that 


y, abandon and renounce every collateral conſideration 
atever ; and do what he could, inſtead of effecting what 


might wiſh. L. N 
His Grace obſerved, that the juſtice of the American war, 
rights of the mother country, and the claims of America, 
| been ſo frequently and ſo amply diſcuſſed, that he ſhould 
id, as much as poſſible, every fact and argument that could 
fibly tend to introduce thoſe ſubjects into the preſent debate. 
ſhould endeavour to confine himſelf to the terms of his mo- 
nreſpeCting the treaties, and only advert to ſuch pants of the 
duct of adminiſtration, and the means hitherto adopted in 
proſecution of the war, as directly applied to them. The 


ground he took was, giving a ſhort hiſtory of the ſeveral - 


aties entered into with the Landgraves of Heſſe, beginning 


that made in year 1702, and ending with thoſe ſeveral ex- 


nations and modifications of that made at the commence- 


at of the late war, and down ſo late as the year 1761, when 


derene Highneſs was indemnified for the loſſes ſuſtained 
bs Landgraviate, by that country's being frequently made 
the enemy the ſeat of war. In this hiſtorical detail his 
ice ſhewed, that the ſucceſſive Landgraves, from time to 


7 in their demands, and ſtill as they continued to 


better terms, they never failed to eſtabliſh the for- 


rextortion as a precedent for the baſis of the ſucceeding 
ont; taking care to make ſome new demand on this 
try, This he inſiſted was the caſe of the preſent. The 
ding treaty to a ſubſidy added its continuance to a cer- 
period. The one now under confideration doubled the 
dy, His Grace then entered into ſeveral computations 
the different heads of pay, levy money, ſubſidy, vic- 
Pay: y mo 5 
* ; . | tualling 
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| complexion ;; that it ſometimes made its approaches by ſtealth e 


, pretend to authenticate it as a matter of fact. And if an) 


tte conduct of the foreign Princes was the moſt extraord! 


- ble-tubſfidy. Their corps were to be kept up complet Fer. 
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tualling and tranſport ſervice | for the troops, which he af. f 
firmed would amount to 1, 169, ooo“. and that this, with Ma 
tranſport ſervice for the victuallers, would make 1, 230, ooo. MM ) 
and if the other articles under the head of contingencies, &. t 
were included, the expence of which could not be now aſcer- 
tained, he had little doubt that the whole, taken together, Ml 1 
would be full one million and a half. He contended that i 
this was a moſt enormous ſum for the aſſiſtance of only 
17, men, an expence, he would venture to maintain, I 
conſidering the number to be employed, not known in the 
hiſtory of mankind. Thoſe matters, however ſerious in the 
preſent miſerable ſtate of our finances, and the enormous 
load of public burdens we groan under, were not, he ſaid, MW 
what preſſed ſo forcibly on his mind. It was the tenor offi 
the treaties, the ambiguous terms they were worded in ſome 
places, the dangerous precedents they eſtabliſhed or glided in, ¶ Fi 
that principally called forth his attention, and gave riſe to his”? 
fears, He obſerved, he ſaid, with grief and the beſt founded d 
jealouſy, that an over-ruling influence had for ſome years paſt 
— our councils; hon this influence had n. an. of 
ciſed in effecting meaſures of a moſt dangerous and daf 


at other times rendered itſelf viſible in open day, and pro 
ceeded to acts of violence. Hanoverians had been brough 
into the dominions of the Britith Crown, without conſent of 
Parliament. An attempt was made to introduce a — 0 
foreigners into Ireland, which miſcarried. He unde 

that the ſame attempt would be repeated, though he did no 


00⁰ 


doubt remained, the preſent treaties afforded amp matt 
for great and ſerious alarm. In the firſt place he obſerved 
that they were formed on no ſound principle of alliance 0 
reciprocal ſupport. It is true, they were ſaid to be forme 
on tlie baſis of mutual ſuccour and ſupport, but thoſe expre 
ſions imported nothing; they were mere words of courſe. | 
was a downright mercenary bargain, for the taking into pa 
a certain number of hirelings, who were bought and {ol 
hke'4o many beaſts for laughter. There was no commo 
intepeſt which mutually bound the parties; and if there wa 


e 


nary that was ever known. They were to be ſubſidizeq 


They were to have levy money. They were to have a dot 
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pectire countries; and the ſubſidies were to be continued 
wording +4 the tenof of the reſpeRtive treaties; one or two 
=” after the troops ceaſetto'be bf any ſeryice to us; But 

taking; it o on the ge round, that the treaties! were formed 
on tlie true baſis O all nce, Wk at would be the con uence? 
That if any of thofe "powers were attacked, or ſhould wan- 
tonly provoke af 4 7 for the engagement” was left gene- 


ly wal and unconditional, we e 1 ba them all the fuccour 
n. in our power. Thus, for ſtance of a few tliouſand 
del breign mercenaries, we are not only to pay double, but we 


are. to N97 into a ſolemn engagem ent to. "exert" our whole 
force td 1755 them all the; 5 in gur wer, if the 
Landgrave or Duke mall be attacked on 5 ed in the poſ- 
bon of! his dominjons. ' His Grace 'be du next to recall 
to the 4 mor of their Lordſtrip 5 the Wo age held by the 

wig f 5 preſcut r meaſures brings "th dle :of the late 


e wrote a.  <-Oonfiderations'gn 
rman war,” in Eich he introduced ſevęraf bomputations 
of the coſt ' of every French” Kal to this/ndtion'# and made 
It amount to ten err 10 p ge per - Head!” He therefore 
rebmmended ro the noble Lords, who then approved of chat 
Khtlectan's eſtimate,” ro confider what an Atnefjcan ſealp 
yould oh When 17,000 foreigners would ſtand us in at the 
e lets e ee 
a ords in fis eye,” w themſelves 
of 115 0 7 One noble ord, * 806 abſent” from His 
pace, Tie Bute] ma WN of the ve ery” atgumems here 
Wverted? to, in- Jebate 
the Nuke of Bedford winter the lame oPinzons. He 
rmembered a little after, When we Fee vie ee every 
qtarter, 7 75 lobe, When All we Waßted ey, and 


W we had to conte tend with was climare; 1 us from 
dof ofſetf o. . "be the Khole of” Sx America, the 
two noble 50 5 and theft fri raftrfiew/ &the' peace 


Tiens bett ut that” ind - 
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war, He faid a very, ingenious r. Mauduit] at 
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to the ſupreme command]; and of the confuſion which migh 


article gth, that his Majeſty ſhall make uſe of this body 9 
troops by land in Europe whenever he ſhall think proper 


ployed in, unleſs it were in this country, in caſe of a rebel 


leſs expence; that is, every company of 100 men were. t 
- haye wo captains, two licutenants, two ſecond lieut 


So that out of the whole number, upwards of 3000 men we 


© which, in a given number of men, endeayours to render 


tack or defence generally reſts. It is ſo in our own troop 
and has always been an eſtabliſhed uſage, never to allo 
more than four officers to a corps of 100 men. | 


he ſeveral officers in the naval and military departments, 
Which he maintained, that nothing like it had ever happen 
in t. 
7 iry. Great faults had been found with General Gage at 


- iniputed to their want of conduct; yet no charge is m. 
- / againſt them, but they are recalled. To keep. up the far 
- the former is received coolly, but in a few days after à 1 
* commutſhon is made out, appointing him commander I ech 


point 


woe then, as at the cloſe of the late war, be in a ſituation, 
when even to proſecute certain conqueſt would be the heigh 
of folly and political fre) ' 

His Grace remarked on the danger of keeping a' body of 
12,000 foreigners together, under the abſolute. command of 
one of their, own. generals; of the poſſibility, though he 
ſhould conſent to ſerve under a junior officer, of his arriving 


be created by a difference on this head, between the foreig 
general and the commander in chief. He laid great. ſtteſ 
on that paſſage in the Heſſian treaty, in which it Is provided 


—_— PD. hoy | frat a wad Qu 1 2 rn * 
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He ſaid he could not ſee what operations they could be em 


lion or a revolt, which none foreſaw but the adviſers of th 
preſent meaſures. He obſerved, that the foreign troops wer 
to be double officered, which was another weighty and uſe 
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nants, and two enſigns, and fo in proportion in ſervants, & 
not to be rank and file, contrary to every rule of wa 


rank-and file-as numerous as the nature of the ſervice wi 
poſſibly allow; becauſe it is on them that the weight of 2 


His Grace made ſome obſervations on the ſuperceſſion 


the Britiſh ſervice, without complaint, or without ei 


. 
» 


ral Graves; the e which happened 1 tho 


* 


* 


chief and in a few days again, without any cauſe even pie - 
he is perteded, and General Howe appoigted in his 100 f 
Tet Yyat is not the beſt of it; Admiral Shuldham is 3 be 


to ſucceed Admiral Graves ; but before he co 


f 
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take poſſeſſion of this command he is ſuperſeded, and Lond 
Howe appointed in his room. Suck an nr con 
duct was ſorely never known; but perhaps the ſuperſeded 
Admiral might think himſelf 'eafy* under - this indignity, . if 
what was er was true, that he was to be created an 
[Iriſh Peer. For the honour, however, of the noble Lord 
who 1 8 at the head of the Admiralty, he hoped his 
Lordſhip would riſe and explain this laſt official riddle; and 
fairly, and With his uſual candour, inform the Houſe, Whe⸗ 
ther thoſe arrangements 00 from him, or whether he 
Was really, as was reported, over-ruled in the cabinet. HE A 
This changing, appointiſg, and ſuperſeding, beſides the 


their Lordſhips conſideration. It ſhewed that the ſervice 
was diſagreeable on one hand, or that the ſuperior officers 
were paſſed by and neglected on the other. He faid, there 
were ſome officers of he ſervice and tried Willies preſent, 

2 well as ſeveral others of high rank in the army. He 
old be glad to know from them, what were the motives 
that induced Adminiſtration to paſs by the ſenior officers, 
and devolve the command upon a very young major gene- 
ral, He knew that it muſt proceed either from an averſion 
to the ſervice in them, or a total want of reſpec} to their per- 
ſons from thoſe in power 

Much ſtreſs, he underſtood, had been laid on the juſtice 
and popularity of the preſent meaſures : he ſhould not debate 
that ſubject now. It was ſaid that the independent part. of 
the nation were for them; but for his part he queſtioned the 
aſſertion ſtrongly in the extent it was arp for in the 
other Houſe, he was informed, that the treaſurer of 'the na+ 
7 9 Gilbert Elliot] and "the payins ymaſter of che forces, 
Mr. Rigby] the one eh his fupport and by 
from the cabinet, and the' Seer at hin his 
deeply intereſted in meaſures, which, if purſued, Run ſhortly 
de the means of procuring for them pelsecly fortunes, were 
thoſe who chiefly ſupported coercive meaſures, Thoſe gen- 
emen and their een with the whole race of mo- 
ney-jobbers, contractors, &c. he believed, formed no ſmall 
part of the independent majorities which had been ſo loudly 
echoed both within and without doors, as ſupporting and pre- 
cipitating this country bes 4: a eruel, expenſive, and agement 


civil war. 


by 4 war of heavy * 2 80 Ln byr'\ w 
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inſtability it denoted, preſented another matter well worthy. 


He obſerved, that the war, if carried on, wee not of 
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be Af or milita —— now wick in ak kingdom, cdm 
Reck 8 the fbot⸗ꝑ compoſed of 64 companies, amounts 
rp pn 3 Frese r Wer Ngo for Americaz 
of Horte and bod de, ef about 15003 
bi, cs retvihad from Ny ed — 
100 each ; ten regimetits of dragoons, of 200 mn 
ht e Ges cc el retions of nfaniry, the whole | 
amo untig, aowing for tre 000 men draughted from tlie 
Ma „ dc abut 4 660 Yiven . Suppolinp, Xlien, that 3000 of 
Nee” put 1110 ; ate Mrs of Plyinouth, Portimonth, 
5 than the” er At to take che field, after a 
number was left to guard London, Allowing 1000 
8 5 cb, DEITY be above 4&0” which, he con- 
U, tötally' ina ate to an Vmilitary opera- 
„ fould 12 eee det propercto — 4 an ad- 
thre: of bit de fenceleſs ſtate. He ald indeed, that u 
übte Was to be rafled, in order to y-this deficiency»: 
5 ra ever conftitutional that mode bf national defenge 
e, he HAR chat ĩt would ineverꝰanfwer any purpose 
a f werkdl enemy, while it continued: to he ſo 
graccfu | cAy Condukted as it was at preſeim, 
hen unquiali hed officers Were admibted! n one handy and 
Þbitutes on the other: Befides, thongh: "the. militia had 
bee |dficered' and manned much better, '1tfeould not be e- 
xted that they could face 4 veteran army, ſuperior in num- 
bers and difciptine. And as for the inv alids, every man 
among them almöſt, Ft för real ſerwice, had been already 
geen; fo that on the Chele, che picture which fuch a 
Lene of internal weakngls, Jothed: With a few ſhips nothalf _ 
1 ted, frefenred, Was welt- dteadful- It was kewever u- 
ts bring it "Forward; to Tee if anything could ſtiada- 
a Gar oVertibre: to provide: for our Wational ſuſety, and 
prevent 05 from falling a prey” to dur een and _ 
ous fleighbours. 
The" al Supe.” : Fler Thy, my Lords,” that the e YL 
noble Hüte Who made the motion, has fared ohE ſbld tb - Sufole. 
Eton to the Preſent treaties; or pointed out a ſingle ĩuiſtance 
f Feten dur former treaties wich "thoſe — badelheen || 
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materially departed from. His Grace has taken great pains, 
to ſwell the account by ſeveral items, which, according wp 
any ap do not — = Yn wh to it; but if they}, 

did, they wouldenot prove a tittle relative to the comparatiy 
dearneſs or cheapneſs of the terms on which the trogps have 
been procured. The tenor of the treaties, themſelves are nc 
Other than what has been uſual on former occaſions. TA 
preſent, it is true, is filled with pompous, high-ſqunding 
Phraſes of alliance. but I will be ſo ingenuous as to confeſ 
do the noble Duke, that I conſider. them merely in that light 
Auch if he will, I allow, that the true objects of thoſe tre 

is not ſo much to create an alliance, as to hire a bod 

vf troops, which the preſent xebellion in America has ren 
dered neceſſary I will. likewiſe give this general. anſwer ti 

His Grace, relative to the comparative expence, that ſhoul 

the war be terminated in one year, the bargain will be ma 
nifeſtly advantageous, — nj ſhall pay but one year 
double ſubſidy, Which is equal to two years fingle ſubſidj 
If che war ſhould continue two years, in that event we ſha 
neither gain nor loſe, becauſe two years double ſubſidy wil 
De equal to four years fingle, the uſual term ſtipulated 
former treaties; and if the war ſhould continue longer, 

+ ;confeſs that the terms would, in that event, be diſadvant 

- -geous. But, my Lords, though the terms were really 

= antageous as the noble Duke has endeayoured to u 


_ «preſent them, if we wanted the troops, we ſhould have be ol 
* obliged to acquieſce. The proper queſtion is, Whether w the 
do want them? I muſt declare for one, chat I think we d 5. 

aud as ſuch, am happy in reflecting, that we were able ten 
pocure them on ſuch eaſy and beneficial terms; for all ci me 
dumſtances confidered, ſuch as the very ſhort notice, the diſ gie 
agreeableneſs of the ſervice at fuch a diſtance from hom bee 

do be tranfportet acroſs: the Atlantic ocean, induce me toi 
ſiurprized, not that we were — to pay ſo dear for then pre 
but rather ſerve to aſtamiſh me how we were able to procu pur 
them ſo cheap! Beſides, the noble Duke ſeems to forge: urg 


chat even on: his on principles foreigners are much mo 
- proper to be employed. in chis war than natives; for ifi Ge. 
War be juſt; of which IL have no doubt, and that troops m 
be employed, and that forcigners can be more eafily H fro 


uſtißed on that ground. The noble Duke, alluding 
in the Heſſian, treaty, ſays, that the troops be 
under che cummand gf a ſenior offices, the ſupreme commiſ 


- 
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- the whale army will naturally devolve on 1 ** the 
Britiſh commander in chief happens to be a junior officer 1 
do not pretend to ſpeak from my own knowledge; but I 
would appeal to any noble Lord in this Houſe, acquainted 
with military matters, whether the commiſfion given a comꝭ 
mander in chief, does not ſuperſede any other; and whether 
of courſe a young major-general, acting in chat character, 
= not thereby have an abſolute and ſupreme command over 
Jr officer in that ſervice, be his rank in the army what it 
The noble Duke fays, we brought over Ethan Allen 
in one to chis country, but were afraid to try him, leſt he 
ſhould be acquitted by an Engliſh jury, or that we ſhould 
not be able Je ly to convi& him. I do affure his Grace, 
that he is eq 85 miſtaken in both his conjectures; we nei- 
their had a > Oba t but we ſhould be able to legally convict 
= nor were we afraid that an Engliſh jury would haye 
itted him; nor further, was it out of any tenderneſs to 
the man, who L maintain had juſtly forfeited his life to the 
offended laws of his country. But I will tell his Grace tlic 
true motives which induced adminiſtration to act as they did. 
We were aware that'the rebels had lately made a conſider- 
able number of priſoners, and we accordingly avoided; bring- 
mg him to his trial from conſiderations of prudence; from a 
dead of the conſequences of retaliation; not from a — 
Jof his legal guilt, or a fear of his acquittal by an Engh 
52. The noble Duke has quoted one inſtance to 
that the: expence of the foreign troops has been x5 
creaſed, becauſe' they are double officered. - I do not E- 
tend to ſpeak directly as to che neceſſity of ſuch an a 
ment; but I have no doubt but ĩt is agreeable to the age of 
the Heffian ſervice, and as ſuch: is no more thay oy has p 
been agreed to by former treaties. . -// . 3 
The Earl of Coventry. I do not 566 ſpealbexprefily to the Earl of c- 
preſent treaties, further than they relate to the meaſures now venrr9. 
- W purſuing relative to Ametica; which, for the reaſons ſo often 
oY uiged dy me, I ſhall eder continue to think impolitie and 
wife, and äs ſuch ſhall declare my hearty diſapprobation of 
m 
n 


chem. Not that I think the wiſeſt or beſt concerted-meaſures = | 
6 can avert the . eel 
from the tiature e e power, wealth, 

lation of the colonies, is, in my inevitable, It is 
J Le Poli ge: bo katate) , the ſeeds of diſfalu- 
tion ure contained in che firſt vital principles of boch. 
Sooner or later the erent . happen; 2 d 


5 | 


TP. ARLTAMRNT AR v FOR 
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vers, climate, and encreaſing tion of the, aner no 
| thing, but the. moſt obſtinate lindneſs and Partia any can pre- 
* Fail on any man to entertain a ſeriqus opinion that wil 
country will. long dane le =o fa Row 10 whe to this. 
queſtion, is not therefore able to, f 
a Vain, deluſiwe ſcheme of ee but, W We 
Is their intereſt to continue faithful allics . 
15 Dee be e Ty 1 d armies, On 
de contrary, inſtead o f. meditating: t, 299 exhauſtu 

ur wa. fireagth,/in an;nefieual 
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If we ſhonld concede, ſo: as to relinquiſn every ſubſtantial 
benefit which we might derive from our political ſovereign- 


ty, and commercial controul over our Colonies; what will be 
the probable conſequence, but that this country, deprived 
of the advantages of an immenſe commerce, and every thing 
flowing and connected with thoſe advantages, will gradually 


fink into obſcurity and inſignificance, and fall at length a 


prey to the firſt powerful or ambitious ſtate, which may me- 
ditate a conqueſt of this iſiand? If we confider the preſent 
ſtate and condition of ſeveral of the great powers of Europe; 
if we reflect on their ſtrength and immenſe reſources; if 
riewing the map we ſee the figure Great-Britain cuts in re- 
ſpe& of extent of territory; if we collect the whole into one 


focus, and connect the ideas of their ſtrength, and our on 
native imbecillity, ſhould America be torn from us, the 


proſpect is indeed dreadful! It is therefore, in my opinion, 
a meaſure, not only neceſſary to the vindication of our ho- 
hour, but even eſſential to our very exiſtence as a people; 
It calls on us to exert every power, and ſtrain every nerve, 
to bring America back again to her duty, and to ſecure to us 
her ſubordinate dependence. On this ground, and this alone, 
lam warmly for the meaſure propoſed to be reſcinded by 
this motion. I have not a doubt of the neceſſity of coer⸗ 
cive meaſures in the preſent ſtate and diſpoſition of Ame- 


rica ; and under that conviction, I am perſuaded that the 


number of hands required to carry on our manufactures, the 
little uſe of new levies, at leaſt for the firſt campaign, and 


the defire that every friend to his country ought to have for 


putting a ſpeedy determination to the preſent unhappy'trou- 


of foreigners, in preference to native troops, Beſides, con- 
lider only the unwieldy bulk of this vaſt-extended empire, 
and the operations neceſſary, even in caſe of a defenſive war, 
and determine, if it be poſſible, for ſuch an inconſiderable ſpot 
as this iſland is, in the nature of things, to furniſh numbers 
ſufficient to carry on operations the nature of fuck a ſervice 
will neceſſarily demand. + | | 


＋ united, create an evident neceſſity for the employment 


His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland. My Lords, Duke of 
| ſhall not enter into the whole field of the American de- Cumberlands 


bate, which has been fo ably diſcuſſed by your Lordſhips: 
but as I have conſtantly oppoſed theſe: oppreſſive meaſures; I 


heartily concur with the motion made by the. noble Duke, 


becauſe it is full of reſpe& and duty to 3 
Vor. 1 


for 


„ „ poten gcs „„ 
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Duke of 
Candi. 


Preſume it is univerfally ſo throughout the ſervice, that no 


Ais Maje s ſervice. 
—— 5 — aber Mancheſter. My Lords, after the long anc x 


may be laid to their account. The information given to u 
ein bis Ma 
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for à happy reconciliation between Great-Britain and her 
 Colomes. My Lords, I WHEN to ſee Brunſwickerz, who 
once; to their great honour, were employed in the defence 
of the liberties of the Gabe, now ſent to ſubjugate his 
conſtitutional liberties in another part of this vaſt empire. 
The Duke of Cbaudbis. The noble Duke who made the 
motion, has charged the ſupporters of the meaſures reſpecting 
America with favouring defigns ſubverfive of the liberties 
of their country. I do aſſure his Grace, if I , thought the 
meaſures he ſpeaks of had any fuch tendency, neither his 
Grace, nor any noble Lord in this Houſe, would be further 
than I from giving or affording them the leaft countenance 
or ſupport. It is becauſe I am fully ſatisfied, that thoſe 
meaſures are perfectly neceſſary and conftitutional, that I have 
_ mniformly given them my. fanction as a member of thi 
Houſe; and 1 will likewiſe add, that I am no lefs convinced 
of the prop of the meaſures, than of the high, integrity 
and abilities of thoſe who have adviſed them. The noble 
Dake has thrown out the moſt unjuſt charges and ill- founded 
inſinuations againſt the whole body of the militia. As z 
ord lieutenant. of a very roſpectable county, I find myſel 
included in the cenſure, a look upon my honour very ma- 
teriallywounded. 1 am certain I can anſwer for the cor; 
Which I have the honour to command; and have reaſon to 


Qt. ye 2. ern > —— 


be 
— 


officers but ſuch as are duly qualified to ferve are admitted. 
I therefore am authorized to tay, that the noble Duke is to- 
Tally miſtaken in his aſſertions, ſo far as has come within mz 

own knowledge; and have a right to prefume, that he has 
been equally miftaken, as applying to every other corps in 


SKA » > © & by mt + + 2: > 2.2 at. =: 


accurate detail given 2 chaoble Duke, of tho treaties noi 
before the Houſe, I will not detain your Lordſhips by a re 
eapitulation of — nor indeed do I think it very 
material to except againſt particulars of natreaty, where the 
Whole appears to me greatly A or to cavil wit 
miniſters on little articles, whilſt:cbarges of a heavier natur 


of ” 


ys ek ipcech at the opening of the ſeſſion 
introduction of foreign troops into a garriſons of Gibral 
8 Mahon, without the previous conſent of —— 
"me a ferious alarm. The doc trine hel 


unrunftituti ma 
Haufe, ferring — the 9 _ aff 


N %% b E B A F N J. 


the power 6f W the atten) to introduce fe 
troops into Ireland, without even — the opinion wy | 
Britiſh Parliament, l evticiir to beat zeiten that 
an abridgment of Britifh; as well as Arherican liberty, would 
not be diſagreeable to ſome of our preſent rulers, Long has 
this nation ſtrvived the loſs of that Aberty, "which wis once 
the lot of her neighbouring Eutvpeat kiugdoms; but, my 
Lords, there is at preſent ſuch” àn indifference to ſexivus 
things, ſuch a love of caſe and luxury, which gives to mi- 
uſters an altmoſt irreſiftable ſwray, — 25 I 'donbt this c 
$ very near that crifis, when fhe . . | ſurrender aff | 
thoſe; rights her dtteeſtors held” dear. 
fot vain endugh to think that I poſſt ic 70 e | 
t awaken ts" public- zeal, but with pe permifion | will 
fuhmit to you ſome reaſons, drawn 2 — oper policy and 
convenietice, why we'fhoald not be too eager ſh on this 


vir. My Lords, whatever was the original cauſę of the war, 


whatever were the claims of Great Britain, or Leere un- 
juſtifiable might be thought the'reſiſtance of the Colonies to 
thoſe claims, no irfipartiat man cam ay, that in nothing has 
Britain Geeti to blame. But — We is diſqui i 
confidet_ the preſent fituation of a 1 
laſt campaign ſhew us, that the war will 92 50 of Fee feos | 
concluſion; chough we allow the Britifh t to have been 
faccefoful at the attack on the beit tits of Charles Town, 
yet was that ſteceſß dearly bought, and greatly balanced, by | 
the'loſs of forts, of garriſons, night ay of nations. The 
lefection from government has been total; total, my Lords; 
for beſides the defolated priſon of t Britiſh troops, the des 
voted Boſton, atid the town of Halifax, kept in awe by : 4 
large garriſon, what remains to government of all the Ki, 
tinent of America, as far as Britrſh Colonies _ N 


= Lords; the inisforturie n—_ 8 | e e 
the laſt —— ſo — rent f rance, are 0 
from us; and | its, that the Provincia 


ime have net = chock e Ho rg "Yom Par of C 
owns another maſter. ard we bent to ufh' on an ins 
tading war, agalnſt a of enemy, 'with eyery circum: 


— inſt” ds but” the advantage of our fleet. © Let 
ider the mearis we have to proſecute this war. 

dei troops, we find, fait not, tity Lords, in point of 2 

rage, but they 1 ſhew af i backwardneſs to engage againſt 

their dee eiter o Germany We have recourſe for 
7 173 t meicemfies ure ar laft obtained; 


b | ] | wit 


3 


_ of: the. war, But we al 
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with theſe and à ſmall Britiſh army, many of whoſe | regi- 


ments. confiſt entirely of recruits, ſome of whom are of the 


worſt deſcription, for I have been told that even the priſons 
boos been ranſacked to augment, the number, is this country 

to engage a nation, who are enthufeaſtic in their cauſe, have no 
hopes but in bes are united by every tie, have every ſti- 


mulative to en at ſhame or ambition can give an 


— of. 5 0 Ee mercenaries we employ for they 
may be Jolly ed io, ance. that man. muſt be deemed a 


Mercenary Pie wo fas for pay in the. cauſe in;which be has 
no cancern, are — motley band of various nations, who are yet 


in Germany, are yet to be conveyed acroſs the Atlantic; 


ſome will periſh in the way, ſome deſert, but I will ſuppoſe 
Ne nt FSI on = American ſhore Will conqueſt 


1 follow 2. Aue b to expect it. If the gene- 
rals kno lere ante Ang we have no reaſon to doubt it, * 
e ployment they, —5 have, will be to ſecure a poſt, in 

— 2 to eſtabliſh, a place of arma, to endeavour to 


77 magazines. * Elie. whence. can this, army be ſu bed 
| 7 0 le Re emo fu ? Is it 155 England; from-the;Engliſh | 


e within the land, cannot go up — 
at the army, without magazines, cannot poſſibiy 


rea E 
quit and, great part of the S d muſt be ſpent 


in Prep ations, Lords, we muſt look upon this war:as 


a. war of conqueſt. it Is. 17 late to treat the Americans as: 


938 that the dignity of. government quire to be puniſh- 
ey are A power Ft nation, a formi le enemy. The 
army. myſt be vided, for many are the forces with whom 
they are 55 dea Are we certain, that even the troops 


propoſed to be employed, wall not be,oppoſed by greater 


numbers? Can wie conceive one campaign, can ęnd the war ? 
My Lords, there is another very material conhderation, on 
which I. will touch but gently, for, I wiſh not to add — * 
1 Axe a certain they are prepared 


deb . at the e laſt war choug 


blie 
deren IEA 0h for eb 10 fl peace, peace, certainly inadequate 9 


ories of the war, thirteen. years peace ſome ſaving 


= n made; the NE of, HS DUE campaign pro- 
| miſes to ſwallow up the, whole: ſavings. 1 * 


point of . are ye ig d the nt nn Were at the end 
t | the, American trade, without 
the laſt year to apply the Spa- 
Ruſſia, will be no . 


AS 


£44 


the expences. of the war? at, annual,outgoi 
725 ny of ihe bs ings, ſuf ⸗ 
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ng reſource,” © The one is over, the other, I am informed, 
kclines. The additional tax laid upon land, will, it is ſup- 
ſed,” not pay the expence of the conveyance of the troops. 
t miniſters ſhould be obliged to anticipate the taxes, if the 
Bank ſhould be induced to lend the aſſiſtance of their cre- 
it, if the taxes ſhould fall ſhort, if any unforeſeen cala - 
nity ſhould happen, might not the public eredit receive as 
npid a ſhock; as within theſe few years befel the India Com- 
any? In ſhort, my Lords, che difficulties are ſo numerous, 
hat one ſhould be 1nclined to think ſome fatal evil influence 
wufounded the wiſdom of our counſellors. My Lords, I 
rad in Holy Writ,” that when Ahab, for his fins, was de- 
oted to deſtruttion, the hoſt of heaven was aſſembled before 
the Lord, and the Lord ſaid, * Who! will : perſuade” Ahab to 
o up, and war againſt -Ramoth Gilead, that he may fall 
here ? And an evil ſpirit ſaid, 4 will go forth and perſuade: 
him; And the Lord ſaid; Go, and thou ſhalt perſuade him.“ 
[ſhalt not, I hope, be thought irreligious, if T apply this 
legory to the Britiſh nation. It does ſeem, as if in puniſn- 
nent for their offences, they were condemned to go and war 
wainſt their hrethren in America, and 0 fall there.” I with 
be application may not prove juſt, and yet, my Lords, every 
bing gives it the appearance of truth. No meaſures taken 


= 
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u Mo bring the war to a conclufron ; no plan effective to force 
e Americans to accept the terms we are pleaſed to pre- 
ribe; a war of detail, of partizans, that can lead to nothing 
e ut to perpetuate rancour and animoſity. I am informed, 
n Wy the late diſpatches from Virginia, that the governor, who 
as long quitted the refidence of his government, to hold his 
r ate aboard a cruizing ſhip, has had the notable ſucceſs of 
Fring the town of Norfolk, the largeſt in Virginia. I make 


5 


o doubt he has a commiſſion for what he does; I do not 
ran his commiſſion of. governor, for that is a commiſſion 
protect thoſe over whom he is appointed to preſide; but a 
ommiffion to deſtroy, to burn the towns, to ravage the 
lantations, drive off the ſlaves, to kill thoſe that refiſt. | 
ieſe are the warlike achievements of the Governor of 
irginia. But as I do not doubt he has orders for what he 
bes, far be it from me to condemn an abſent man. But 1 
unndt think well of thoſe who from hence command this 
anton ruin, this: unneceſſary ravage; this uſeleſs deſolation. 
Lords, I muſt farther take notice of one extraordinary 
arucular, that this town was ſuppoſed to contain many 


J 7 7 


+ A 


l. FWicnds of government; and- yet ſuch is the determined wen. 
8 1 "= - geance, 


< 


- 


Farl of 


Engen. 


which, an executioner with ſervants, | See page 30). J is pa 


cated deſtruction. Can miniſters thin, that after this pro- 


will eſpouſe their cauſe, when they do not protect thoſe who 


fett we are promiſed-they ſhall, of ſuhduing the Americ: 
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e friends are fired upon, in Böpes of Hurting 
enemies intermixed, and all are involved in one compli- 


ceeding, ane friend to government will terhin in America) 0 
Can they expect, that any one; blefſed with common ſenſe, de 


mae 1 ? nn m_ — am for theſe: reaſons a hear- 
upporter no uke's motion; : ard : Particu⸗ 
We becauſe it leads to that pace that all muſt allow de. 
ſtrable. I am the more earneſt, as I am convihced it is ſtil 
to be attained. Provoked as the Americans have been, they 
wiſh for . They dread to be forced into in- 
dependency... c ven that peace, not at the 
price ef their liberty, that inivſt repre oy them; their 
purſe and property muſt be their own : but I have. good 
gue te think, could they be certain of being dealt wit ir 
who were ſincere, whom they could truſt, they 

4 ubmũt to all neceflary regulations of commerce; nx 
more, the 7 would affift the ſtate with a revenue, but they muſt 
raife it themſelves 3 they muſt not be taxed- from hence 
My Lords, when men are in ſuch a diſpoſition, I will add nc 
0 but that if we blindly reject them, we do not knop th 
value of that people we. thus for — nly:caft from us. 
Tbe Earl of E fall take up much 
jefs of your Lordſhip s time bene — cxpeſtedto do, on 12 2 
orbitant terms of the treaties. As the noble duke, who mot a | 
for the addreſs; has already ſofficiently proved the unres 
ſonableneſi of them. I ſhall only make one obſervation or 
the fubje&, which is, chat if theſe 17000 men have thie ef 


in one campaign; their ay, together with the Ware 
1 rake fog 3 r 
England, would f the pay and cloathi of 140,000! 
with thetr proper officers. 77 5 
On the tegality of theſe treaties 1 ſhall wood [your Lon 
ſhipe' a Inttc longer.. 
firſt and man firiking point is, the «drviniftration earn 
Juſtice being reſerved to a foreign prince, within the dom 
Tons of the crown of Great Britain; the better to effelſi hot 


of the Heſſian eſtabliſhment, to be levied by Great-Britain 


and no exception, or limitation of this illegal power emen 
to have been thought of, even in n . 1 get t 


NB be reſtored in Ametica, i Tran 


we 
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Net et the whole * amounted to three millions and a half, 
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The ſecond great conſideration is, the probability of a fo- 

reign N le aft in America; for though it has 

by a noble Earl in high office, that the commil- 

fo of commander in chief will entitle our young major ge- 

geral to the command, yet it will not, I believe, make a ſenior 

officer of ſpirit forve under him, though it may make him 
retire from the army, - 

But in the Heſſian ſtate ee to the treaty, dere is, be- 
fdes the heutenant and major-generals, a general comman- 
ant. How are theſe two Sofias to ſettle the matter? I con- 
eſs it appears to me liable to great confuſion. 

| With regard to the ſtipulation of affiſting Heſſe if Ae 
d, it ĩs not a juſt war alone which we have engaged to enter 
into for the protection of the Landgraviate; for, a caſe may 
happen, in which, by a decree of the Imperial chamber, the 
lirectors of the circle are ordered to march into the country, 
to compel the Landgrave to ſome act of juſtice or reſtitution, 
in which cafe, he will be, according to the eleventh article of 
the treaty, 5 actually attacked by force of arms, witkout 
© having frſt uſed open force againſt him who 1 him;“ 

1d we muſt either excuſe our breach of the treaty b our | 
miniſters? ignorance of the Imperial conſtitutions, or et 
ter into a war, like that in America, not to mantdin, — to 
ſubvert, the liberties of the Germanic body. 

With regard to the latter part of the motion, for ſuſpend- | 
ing hoſtilities, I ſhould think myſelf unpardonably tedious, 

I to go over again all the Nh TREE which ſhew the in- 
xpedience of the war. 

[ mall only ſtate to your Lordfhips, in addition to what 
nd many others have faid before, ſome information which I 
have received from the beſt authority, reſpecting the re- 
fources of the Provincials, and which I ſhould think it my duty 
lay before the Houſe, even if it did not come immediately 

tun the ſubject of our preſent debate. 

The firſt of our great miſtakes ſeems to be in dhe number 
of their people; when the general congreſs had ordered re- 
turns of the number of inhabitants in cach province, an idea 
revailed that theſe returns wore to be che meaſure of their | 
ie 

It was proved at Boſton that they only :eturned about four 
in five of their true numbers, and at was pretty certain that 
other places in New England returned ſtill a leſs proportion; 


it 


2 


— 
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"merchants have bought American commodities with arm; 


on of the beſt and 3 method of making it. | 
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it can therefore be no exaggeration to ay that ert 


rably exceed four millions. | 
- Their plan of finance is admirdble for its ny and ſim. d. 

ek | ba 
5 in September laſt, che general congreſs iſſued thre mil 9 
ons of dollars in paper, for-the ſecurity of which all pro 
perty in the twelve colonies ſtands pledged, They will "th 
tummer lay a tax amounting to about a dollar per head 
which will probably bring in moſt of their vis, which wil 
be again iſſued in payment of troops, &c. 

For the convenience of the individuals, each colony wi 
iſſue about half a million in ſmaller bills, on its ſeparate ere e 
dit, which will be iſſued for the provincial treaſury, wher ful 
the continental bills will be received and returned to the ge 
-neral treaſury. What a different paper credit is thes froull ite 
what is now weighing down this unfortunate country! Hoi 
worthy is the plan of imitation, wherever the annual revenut 
can be made to bear any proportion to the annual expence ! 

In the ſummer of laſt year, the general congreſs fixed thi 
price of powder and other ſtorcs, alſo of proviſions, ; cc. 

One hundred pounds of good powder was rated at fif 
dollars or fifteen pounds currency, equal to about eleve 
guineas ſterling ; for this the importer would receive, at h 
option, filver to that amount, or 2500 pounds of flour, 0 
in proportion of lumber or other proviſions ; this in the Weſt 


01 


India Hands, would fetch thirty pounds, ſo there is no fei d 
of their deprived of either their filyer, or their ſupp! rul 
of military ſtores. Some have doubted whether they ha 4 


any filver, but they ſhould conſider, that heſides the con 
traband trade, our army muſt furniſh ther with eme mila 
4 dollars in ſpecie every year. 

Thoſe who doubt their meeting with: n affiſtan 
awoull do well to fatisfy themſelves, that the agent from Ma 


drid to Philadelphia had really no other buſineſs than to pre | [ 
ſent the colleges in America with the a * dur illuſtrio tA: 
cranſlator of Salluſt. kno 


It as alſo worth oe: an whether or no the Frencf 


out of the royal magazines, delivered at 20 per cent. leſs th: 
the current prices. | 

Another idea has been that they . ahpetre. To ob 
viatenhis; the general congreſs printed and diſperſed an ac 
Augu mo 


oy 
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5 Auguſt laſt, a ſaltpetre work was become a neceſſary appen- 

_ dage tO a farm, and no doubt is made; but from the numbers 
chat are now eſtabliſhed, ſaltpetre will become a very con- 

I fiderable article of their fature exports. 

The management of the Indians was an early object of at- 

1 Mention. The general congreſs conſidering what an unprinci- 


a pled gang the bulk of Indian traders were, prevailed on a ſuffi- 


cient number of reſpectable men to undertake that trade. I he 


natural event was, that the former traders were execrated, 
ui rot without ſome reflexions on thoſe who ſhould have pre- 
re vented, not encouraged, the abominable frauds they den been 
* fubje&t to. | 


I ſhould now wiſh your Lordſhips to advert to your 
(ccuation nearer home. The Spaniards are again armed, and 


* France has alſo prepared a conſiderable force. May not 
null their late misfortune at Algiers make them wiſer; if zeal for 
e rligion be fuppoſed to actuate them, is it not poſſible that 


France may convince them, that by going to Ireland _ 

would ſerve both their ſpiritual and temporal intereſts. 

it peal to a noble Viſcount in 4 eye, if more than half that 
kingdom is not in their intereſt; they would be joined by 

numbers, the moment they land, —— Cork and the 

dhannon ; and what force have yo to woke" them either by 

fa or land ? 

My Lords, I never can ſtand up in your Lordſhips preſence 
vithout throwing ina few words on the juſtice nn unna- 
tural war. 

The principal foundation on which it reſts, | is an * 


taxes are not de gratid, but de jure; that the neceſſity of the 
ſtate gives to the legiſlative body a right to impoſe chem, and 
that the people have no right to withold them. | 

I need no other proof that theſe principles are encouraged 


enjoy penſions and favours contain them, while there is no 
Inſtance of any court favour being extended to any of thoſe 
who have laid down other doctrines. Indeed, my Lords, the 
tuation in which ſome of theſe libellers of the conſtitution 
re placed, decency forbids me to name: but this I will aſſert, 
that whatever doctrines others may hold, and whateyer name 
hey may pleaſe to give to their own principles, the moment 
am ſatisfied of the truth of theſe arguments, 1 ſhall. become 
moſt determined and zealous Jacobite, and ſhall hold myſelf 
ound in conſcience and honour, to go all lengths, and _— 
Vor, IV, Cc 


which has been with much pains promulgated of late. That 


by government, than that books publiſhed” by perſons: who 
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PARLIAMENTARY K. 1756, 
* at} hold dear as an Engliſhman, in attonement of having ap. 
proved the Revolution and fworn allegiance. to the Houle e 

| Brunſwick. | | 75 
Fal Talber. The Earl Talbot. The noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, has cer. 
tainly hit off one leading feature of the Americans. Hi 
Lordſhip tells you, that even in the midſt of their zeal for 
freedom and independency, they were not able to conquer 
their natural propenſity: to, fraud and concealment, He tells 
ou, that to evade the order of the Congreſs for ſupplying 
| eir quotas of men and money, they purpoſely concealed their 
| real numbers. However I may differ from the noble Earl 
= in the deduction he has drawn from this fact, I am not per. 
matted to doubt the truth of it, as coming from a perſon ini f 
whoſe eſtimation and good opinion, they bear ſo high a place, I ;. 
| This with me, would be the ftrongeſt reaſon imaginable fo 
not | truſting. to their profeſſions, when it is ſeriouſly ſtated i gc 
| that they are to be held by rio ties whatever, not even by theirſſ.; 
Y moſt ſacred engagements to ſupfßort a cauſe, which they deem in. 
| eſſential to their very exiſtence as a free people. They have eg 
bad all wa à reluctance to order and good government, I ft. 
8 fince their firſt ſettlement in that country, and I am ever gn 
5 day more and more convinced that this people will neveſ 
be brought back to their duty, and the ſubordinate rela- 
| tion they ſtand in to this country, till reduced to a pi 
| unconditional effectual ſubmiſſion. Let them promiſe 0 * 
- hold out what preſent convenience or future views of inde-fif;,. 
| pendence may ſuggeſt, believe me, my Lords, they will ne; fr 
1 ver give up their favourite object, till they are fully con- Ihe 
vinced, that the object is unattainable. No conceſſion on ge 
our part, no lenity, no endurance, will have any other ef, 
fett but that of encreaſing their inſolence, and encou- Am 
raging them daily to riſe in their demands. They have been 
 obſtinate, undutiful and ungovernable from the very begin 
ning: from their firſt early and infant ſettlements in that 
country. They began to manifeſt this ſpirit ſo early as the 
reign of Charles the Firſt. They diſputed our right of fiſh 
= ing on their coaſts, in the times of the commonwealth and; 
| protectorate. But was this claim to exemption-acceded ta 
an our part, or this privilege inſeparably connected with lo 
vereignty, relinquiſhed ? No; then, as now, they were treated 
as pre! qus and ridiculous. Indeed the principle of ab; 
ſolnte, unconditional ſupremacy, was ſo fully eſtabliſhed it 
the reign of Charles the Second, that what by ſome people 
| liſhes a right on our part, of partial taxation over thi 


province of Penſylvania, was at the time granted as a favour 
fo Mr. Penn, who then had a ſtrong perſonal intere ſt with the 


the power to tax exiſted in the Sovereign; he therefore got 
he right transferred to the Parliament, left he or ſome of 
his ſucceſſors, ſhould ſuffer under a tax laid on at the will 
and difcretion of the Sovereign for the time being. This 
fight was firſt veſted in Parliament at the Revolution. It 
was not, to be ſure, a full Parliament, but a Convention, 
which laid a foundation for the privileges the nation now 
enjoys. From that time, the right has continued clearly in 
Parliament, in the three branches of the legiſlature con- 
ſunctively; ſo that taking the right of taxing, as derived 


teſcribed, or conſidering it inherently exiſting in the whole 
kgiſlature, as part of its very eſſence; che effect would be 
the ſame; for ſtill it comes to this, that the ſupreme power 


and of courſe among the other various powers which it poſ- 
©" eſſes, is conftitutionally entitled to exereiſe the right of tax 
aon, whenever the common intereſt or exigences of the 
nie, may render the exereiſe of ſuch a right neceſſary. 
lf geateſt ſenſibility the very hofiourable teftimony which has 

been given by the noble Earl [Earl Talbot] who ſpoke laſt, 

Jo the memory of one Mr. Grenville} fo deſervedly dear to 
dene; and Frhink the Houſe is much obliged to His Lordſhip 


he Earl Temple. © My Lords, I have heard” with the ai 


bor the information he has given, and the new lights which 


Ile has thrown upon the queſtion of ſbvereignty over Ames 
f nea, in which the right of taxation is ſpecially included. Yout 
Lordſhips have been ſo repeatedly perſecuted by debates on 
American queſtions; and I have ſo frequently given my opi- 
<P ion-upori theſe queſtions, that I could moſt willingly have 
pred you this trouble; but with a heart feeling as warmly 
as mine does for the honour and intereſt of my country, and 
< accuſtomed to view her in the higheſt point of glory, I cans 

ot bear the e of being ſo much as ſuſpected to be an 
a indolent or indiffefent ſpectator of her unexampled diſtreſs ; 
nor can J ſuffer my opinions, in fo arduous: and delicate a 
tuation, to be colleRed' from the ſentiments expreſſed by 
any man, or ſet of men, whatſdever.” I deſire to ſtand or fall 
in your Lordſhips opinion, and that of my country; by thoſe 
deliver myſelf; I am ſtill clear, "thy Lords, as tb che right 
us country has to exerciſe its ſovereignty over America by 

Faxation. Thad no hand in paffing the ſtafip act, in the 

* 3 ; 8 decla- 


ſovereign. Penn was a ſenſible penetrating man. He knew 


from the Sovereign through Parliament, in the manner here 


retains the ſovereignty over its ſeveral ſubordinate members; | 


Temple, - 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 
declaratory. bill, in the bill laying duties upon tea and other In 
commodities, in the partial repeal of that act, nor yet in the Mha 

inſanity of ſending the tea to America without repealing the I 
duty. From theſe and other cauſes, together with the im- N co 

| becility of adminiſtration, this country is reduced into aſWar 

| 

| 

| 


fituation ſo deplorable, that the wiſeſt and honeſteſt man in Wor 
the kingdom can propoſe nothing that promiſes an happy and Nh. 
honourable iſſue. I feel that I ſpeak in fetters; I therefore Im 
will not preſs arguments on either {ide to their full extent, mn 
The next eaſterly wind will carry to America what ſhall fall 
from any, and from every Lord in the Houſe. I do not 
with that the nakedneis of my country and its weaknels, 
ſhould ſtand confirmed by the authority and ſanction of teſ- 
timonies given here. It is a time to act, and not to talk, 
Much is to be done, and little ſaid. The die of war is caſt, 
the ſword is drawn, and the ſcabbard thrown away. With 
great reſpect to your Lordſhips, wiſe as you are, and no 
doubt the great hereditary council of the king and kingdom, 
yet allow me to ſay, you are not enabled to decide upon mat- 
ters of ſuch — . importance and difficulty, without 
having the fulleſt materials before you, which you moſt cer - ¶ pa 
tainly have not. This is a queſtion for the miniſters to de- 
ce icde, who muſt be ſuppoſed. to have the means of the moi 


od, 
information before 7 


| # SS» wand 
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zer Meaſure; is become inevitable. Nor am I, on the other 
he I band, ſo friendly to them, as by declaring our uttei mabulity 
the MW to reduce America, to furniſh them with a golden bridge for 
m- concluding an ignominious peace, on any the moſt ruinous 
and diſgraceful terms. I cannot conſent to throw this once 
in great and glorious country at the feet of America; and there 
d humbly implore ſuch, peace as ſhe, in her generoſity and 
ore M magnaminity, ſhall condeſcend to grant us. I am not yet 
nt. made to the idea of hanging out a white, flag of ſurrender. 
fall To thoſe who lament the preſent moſt melancholy ſtate of 
not I the Colonies, once ſo proſperous and flouriſhing, beyond the 
ls, example of any others known in the annals of time, 1 cannot 
el · ¶ help obſerving, that I-rejoice in the teſtimony, . becauſe it 
Ik. does honour to the government of England, under whoſe 
alt, MW care and influence they had proſpered ſo wonderfully. I do 
in verily believe, that till the late troubles, they had infinitely 
no leſs to complain of than the mother country herſelf; and that, 
mM, ſeparated as they are by the vaſt Atlantic, it was not in the 
at-M nature of things, that there muſt not be much to complain 
out of, though not ſufficient to juſtify. their ingratitude to the 
er · ¶ parent ſtate. I cannot blame a determination to make peace, 
de · ¶ word in hand; the ſooner it can be had upon reaſonable, 
ſafe, and honourable terms, the bettet for both countries. I 
never did declare, whether I thought it was conſiſtent with 
ſound policy to impoſe any tax upon America, and it will 
hardly be expected that I ſhould decide it now. I have heard 
it called an unjuſt war; I know not who in this. Houſe have 
a right to call it ſo; not thoſe who voted for the declaratory 
act; thoſe only who denied our right of. taxation, and how 
very few were they? * Negotiations of, ſuch importance and 
dehcacy cannot be tranſacted with too much ſeerecy. I can- 
not, I own, approve of recalling your troops, and publiſhing 
the terms to which you will yield, till there is reaſon to be 
pretty well aſſured they, or ſomething near thereunto, will be 
accepted. Infinite ſagacity and diſcretion are neceſſary to 
the attainment of what all alike, I am perſuaded, muſt ea- 
gerly wiſh. When the happy and favourable moment for 
conciliation ſhall arrive, I hope the miniſters will ſeize. it, and 
| fincerely with them ſucceſs. At leaſt at ſuch a criſis, I will 
not hang upon the wheels of government, and thereby ren- 
der what is already but too difficult, the more impracticable. 
tes Lordſtup hd ngt-votes ]itf ne of) as Afr 
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198 PARLIAMENTARY Ar, 
Lord vie. The Lord Viſcount Townſhend. Having at firſt enter: 
Tewnfeend. taĩned doubts relative to the claims of this country over 

| America, I gave the ſubject for ſome time all the attention 

* in my power. I confidered the ſeveral charters. I examined 

the. relation both countries ſtood in towards each other. I 2 


Jooked back to the infant as well as the more mature ſtate of 
the Colonies ; and was at length convinced that America was 
bound by every rule of juſtice, and every tie of gratitude and 1 
political obligation, to contribute towards the common ſup. i i 

ort; and conſequently that America, from the beginning, 

ad been the aggreſſor. But, my Lords, though the right of 
Great-Britain to controul every part of the dominions of the 


crown, were to be queſtioned ; though the charters were M 
binding and valid, to the extent contended; ſtill the ſtate of — 


things is ſuch, as renders it impoſſible to look back to the 
cauſes of this war, ſo as to anſwer any wiſe or ſalutary pur- 
pou The juſtice of the cauſe, is loft in the din of war, 
Tho noble — in _ blue ribbon, 1 has told 
vou very juſtly, that it is now become a ft e for power; 
i MR” and the only point which mah. to be 
determined, is in whit manner the war can be moſt effectually 
Proſecuted, and ſpeedily finiſhed, in order to procure tha 
unconditional ſubmiſſion,” which has been fo ably ftated by 
the noble Ear! with the white ſtaff | Earl Talbot J. I kno! 
of no method ſò probable ts inſure ſucceſs to our operations, 


| as that now adopted. By it, we procure an immediate fup- 

[ ply of men. Men trained to the uſe of arms, and of courſ fo 
[- nt for immediate ſervice.” And I have no reaſon” to doubt - 
that the meaſures now purſuing will put an end to the warf 


in the courſe of a fingle campaign. This will operate doubly 
in procuring the great objects we have in view: it will aff” 
jr 3 | A as; Sat | $266. e 0! 
onee- put an end to the calamities of war, and fave an im 
menſe Expence to the nation. A noble Earl [Lord Effing 
ham] has appealed to me, in relation to the preſent ftate 
: | condition, and diſpoſition of Ireland: to which I can on! 
x anſwer, if any diſturbances ſhould break out in that king 
dom, they muſt be fuppreſſed. I do not believe they will 
nor have I any reaſon to think ſuch an event at all probable 
His Lordſhip has ftated his apprehenſions of a French ot 
- Spaniſh'invafion. That too, I think equally improbable 
France will be cautions of making any attempt of that kind 
as long as ſhe remembers the defeat and deſtruction of the 
armament fent there under Thurot, during the late war 
But ſuppoſing that the noble Earl's fears were well founded 


I! 


n 2 
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in my opinion it would be an additional motive for our puſh- 


ing on the war with vigour and effect; in ſhort, to induce 


ps to terminate it by the moſt powerful and deciſive opera- 
tions ; for if it ſhould be permitted to linger beyond the pre- 
ſent campaign, we will have a right to expect the interfe- 
rence. of ſome foreign power, who may probably avail itſelf 
of our domeſtic troubles, and civil diſtractions. The noble 
Duke who made the motion, has ſaid that foreigners were 
attempted to be forced on Ireland, and that it has been ftrip- 
ped of its national military eftabliſhment. As to the laſt, if 
it be a fault, it cannot be charged on the miniſtry of this 
country. It was an act of their,own Parliament; and if his 
Majeſty had not bound himſelf by his royal promiſe, there 


vas nothing to prevent him from ſending the whole or any 


part of the military force ſtationed in that kingdom, to what 
part of the empire he pleaſed, if the exigences of affairs, or 
the operations of war ſhould make it neceſſary. In reſpe& 
to foreigners, the very ſtate of Ireland, as repreſented by the 
doble Duke, would be a ſufficient reaſon for his Majeſty to 
fend a body of foreigners into that kingdom for its defence, 
without adviſing with his Parliament there; for I believe the 
noble Duke will hardly contend, that the King with the ad- 
rice of his Parliament here, or on an emergency previous to 
ſuch an advice, may not ſend a body of troops into any part 
of the dominions of the Britiſh crown, for its defence and 


protection. 


The Duke of Grafion. The noble Duke who made | the Duke of 


* - * - 


motion has ſtated the whole of the buſineſs of this day in ſo Cf. 


accurate a manner, with ſo much preciſion, and ſo judiciouſly 
pointed to the ſeveral leading points moſt” deſerving your 
Lordſhips attention, as to leave very little for me to add. 
Indeed, as to the matter immediately under conſideration, his 
Grace has totally precluded me. I cannot, however, fit 
down. without expreſſing my general ſentiments on this very 
momentous and important motion. From the firſt beginning 


of the preſent troubles I ſedulouſly 8 to ſatisfy. 
0 


myſelf of the true ground and nature of the diſpute, to ex- 
amine the reſpective pretenſions of the parties, to procure the 
beſt lights the nature of the controverſy afforded, and to 
form my opinion without predilection or partiality. The 
effect of this conduct and thoſe retcarches was, that l 
aw the people of America, inſtead of being protected in 
their rights, and ſecured in their property, would be left no- 
thing which they could call their own, becauſe no line Son 
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in the mode and extent laid down by the noble Earl with the 


America, and the impractibility of carrying coercive mea- 


in being. The nation is loaded to the full extent of its 


neceſſary; and having no ſecurity to give, the conſequence 
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be drawn, no boundary could be ſet up, to limit the extent 
of the claim. You could not ſay that ſupremacy ſhall. exiſt 
for ſuch and ſuch purpoſes, and thall be reſtrained in its ex- 
erciſe in ſuch and ſuch caſes 3 becauſe” the very inſtant you 
ſet limits to its right of taxation, you would annihilate the 


4 * 


Principle on which that right is founded, and would conſe. 
quently leave the queſtion as open and undecided as ever. 
Taking it in the other light, that unconditional ſupremacy, 


white ſtaff, was of the _ eſſence of government, ſimilar 
difficulties, though ariſing from a different cauſe, preſented 
themſelves to my view; I mean the expediency of coercing 


ſures into effectual execution. I perceived that great al- 
lowances were to be made for a people who had been, as they 
thought, in the exerciſe and poſſeſſion of certain ſpecific 
defined rights for more than a 8 I was convinced of 
the cruelty and bad policy of wreſting thoſe. rights from ! 
them wantonly, and without any apparent cauſe. I exi-. 
dently perceived the wildneſs and impracticability of the at- 


> — hn + 
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_ tempt, and the informountable difficulties which ſtood in the I h 


way of a project ſo big with folly and injuſtice. But let me": 


go one ſtep further, and ſuppoſe that the expediency and 
Practicability were equal to the prefumed juſtice of the 
cauſe, ought we not to look to our own abilities, to our re- ba 
ſources, and compare the inconyeniencies which muſt reſult ch; 
from theſe meaſures, with the advantages we propoſe to ob- 
tain? I am tolerably acquainted with the finances of this Pre 
country, and I do moſt ſolemnly aſſure your Lordſhips, that I 
I do not know a ſingle tax which it is in the power of the ad 
moſt fruitful invention to deviſe or conceive, that would en- Ih 
creaſe the receipt at che Exchequer. Every tax that can ef 
poſſibly. be thought of will interfere with ſome other already & 


abilities; and what are, you going to do ? You are entering 
into a war, the ſucceſs of which is problematical at leaſt, if 
not improbable. To carry-on this war new taxes will be 


muſt be, that you will be obliged to pledge the old funds, 
contrary to public faith and the ſecurity of the public cre: 
ditors; or you will be compelled to contract new debts, P 
which, if the war ſhould continue for any time, national 
credit will be ruined, and the kingdom be undone; This;*"< 
leads me to a conſideration of the firſt importance; it N 25 
REY | ' the 


4 
1 
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the general inattention and indifference to the intereſts of 
the nation, which prevail upon thoſe to whom they are en- 
truſted, A moſt alarming profligacy of manners, and un- 
bounded love of pleaſure and diſſipation, have taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of almoſt all ranks atid degrees of people. Miniſters 
are truſted indiſcriminately; Parliament has ſurrendered or 
abandoned its right. of controul, and all the great concerns 
of the nation are truſted to chance, or to men by no means 
fitted for the arduous taſk of government. How do you 
think, my Lords, this will terminate? When the people find 
themſelves borne down under the preſſure of taxes, which 
they will be no longer able to pay; when public credit is no 


more; when public bankruptcy ſtares them in the face; when 


in conſequence of ſuch a ſtate of things, univerſal ruin and 
deſpair ſpread themſelves through every part of this iſland ? , 
Iwill tell you, my Lords: the people, no longer able to en- 
dure ſuch calamities, and expecting no redreſs, where only 
it can be legally or conſtitutionally ſought, will ſeek relief 
in the means which God and Nature has pointed out. They 
will forbear to look up to Parliament, becauſe Parliament 
has betrayed them, has been deaf to their entreaties, and 
inattentive to their intereſts, It may be anſwered, that the 
preſent meaſures are the meaſures of the people, that they are 
approved of by a great majority of the nation, and that they 
have, in à variety of inſtances, and through a variety of 
channels, expreſſed the moſt hearty and zealous approba- 
tion. I deny the fact; but though I ſhould allow the 
proofs, they are very far from combating any thing I have 
now aſſerted. If the people have been miſled, or lulled into 
a deceitful ſecurity, it proves my argument on the ground 
| have taken it up. It is not on the wiſdom and ſoundneſs 
of the meaſures, but on their fallacy and evil tendency, that 


I draw the preſent deductions. Beſides, addreſſes, and the 
farious means employed by men in power to obtain the pub- 


lc fanction and approbatioa, will never paſs with me for a 


proof of their being the real ſentiments of thoſe to whom 


they are imputed ; forzat no time ſince the firſt eftabliſhment_ 
of the monarchy did this teſt of public opinion manifeſt it- 
telf more than during the greater part of the reign of James 
the Second, Addreſſes, congratulations, engagements to 
upport him with their lives and fortunes, poured in from 
very quarter; yet that infatuated monarch fatally diſco- 
ered, in the hour of trial, that they were but the mere ef- 
orts of miniſterial art and court adulation, On the whole, 


Vor. IV. 5 D d | my 


— —— pe > - . 
r =. Ky : : E 1 : = 2 
* n 2 Ss BT *. 2 — > ” Lk 
2 7 2 * — 9 CE 7 5 N : — at, . 2 ? g 3 
. 1 % MD 5 2 ** 2 — 2 * = 2 3 * * 0 k 2 NA 2 — 
y — * 2 . - MS - © 2 - — 1 2 7 _ - 2 or"; * 1 
e * 2 a, WS. Tx. A n TE an E 4 * * 7 — —— * . U . 
＋ * —.— Tt * * * — r Fa * 2 * a * = — Dimes > 
Oe = * -2 ed * 7 . "LS 4 - : : , 3% * 2 17 F ..% e F®: 2 7 7 = £ _ =_ _—- = x = 
* * - - 4 _ 22 - 4 - 2 T 2 222 * 5 — 4; ho - — 5 — w- 2 - - j 
2 1 o = —_——— — — — = hn * = A 3 " R a 5 —— — = 
& > ar ihe "ot -_ 2 _ — 3 — => - e p -S ' 3 *. va. - * 1 - £'a LI CS 7 4 — * — 8 * =y 
js £ of" 17 er 2 5 - - > = —_—_ - . 7G - . EI ell * SS ALES 
* _ * - 4 2 Nr * = RS. 7. . r 
Ld 4b EY — — ite = % == - 


: 2 1 — 
7 2 
5 
Fre 
r 5 
. 2 
8 - = — 
* — — "x 
* * — * 5 


n 
1 
ES 
; 


trievably caſt; the ſword is drawn, but it may yet be 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 
my Lords, conſidering this great queſtion in all its different 
points of view, and purſuing it in all its conſequences, I can 
perceive nothing but inevitable ruin. I contemplate it with 
the moſt pungent pain and anxiety ; I turn my face from it 
with horror. Theſe have been my ſentiments from the very 
beginning, and I have uniformly acted conformably thereto. 
I have argued, prayed and implored that the wild, ruinous, 
and deſtructive project might be laid aſide. I do now be- 
ſeech your Lordſhips, for the laſt time, to beftow ſome fur- 
ther confideration on the ſubject. The die is not yet irre- 

el 
The propoſition now made to you by the noble Duke may 
open a field for peace and reconciliation. This opportunity 
once loſt, L fear can never again be recovered, I would beg 
to recall to your Lordſhips recollection what fell from me 
in the courie of the laſt year when in another fituation, 
(where I unhappily ſtood ſingle in opinion) that I promiſed 
to ſubmit a plan for compoſing the differences now ſubſiſting 
between Great-Britain and America to your conſideration, 
Whatever has been urged by the noble Lord 1n the blue rib- 
bon to the contrary, F am convinced it is not yet too late, 
and that all the miſeries and calamities which now threaten 
the nation may yet be averted, if we will only, without diſ- 
tinction of party, undertake the performance of the arduous 
taſk with willing hearts and proper diſpoſitions. As to the 
treaties which make more particularly the ſubject of this day's 


debate, they have been ſo amply commented on, and fully 


explained by the noble mover, that I ſhould have hardly 
troubled your Lordihips, did not I think it my duty, as apply- 
ing directly to the manner in which this buſineſs of foreign 
treaties has been conducted on the part of adminiſtration, to 


expreſs my utmoſt aſtoniſhment at the language held by a 


noble Lord high in office, in whoſe department, as Secretary 
of State, this negotiation muſt of courſe have been trant- 
ated. The noble Lord rites to declare his ignorance, whe- 
ther or not a commander in chief, appornted by his Majeſty, 
or the commander of thoſe foreign mercenaries, ſhould have 
the ſupreme command ? Did his Lordſhip take upon him to 
negotiate this treaty, without any one official requiſite to 
conduct and conclude it? or, has he firſt made the treaty, 
and after it is finally concluded, and made binding on the 
nation, does he come into this Houſe totally ignorant whe- 
ther he ated right or wrong, to receive inſtructions from 


ſuch of your Lordſhips as are converſant in military affairs, 


1 | to 
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to know whether the whole of the Britiſh dominion in Ame- 
rica 1s, Or 1s not, to be under the abſolute command of a 
foreign mercenary, at the head of 12,000 hirelings ? But 
ſuppoſing his Lordſhip ſhould 'tell me, that the ſupreme 
command is veſted in the commander in chief, though he be 
2 junior officer, will he aſſure me, that the matter has been 
ſo underſtood by the Landgrave of Heſſe, or that his ge- 
neral is apprized of it? Or laſtly, will his Lordſhip inform 
me, whether ſufficient proviſion has been made in caſe of 
death, or any other accident, to ſupply the vacancy with a 
ſucceſſion of other officers, who may be eventually called to 
the command, by commiſhon granted for the purpoſe ; and 
that the prince and his general have been acquainted with 
this eventual arrangement, and have acquieſced in it? I 
think it proper, before I fit down, to allude to one circum- 
ſtance in which I took a part, but in which I was moſt egre- 
giouſly deceived; I mean the vote I gave reſpecting the 
Maſſachuſetts Bay charter bill. To induce me to give that 
vote, I was informed, that the alteration of the charter was 
at the expreſs defire of the merchants, and a great majority 
of the people of property and conſequence inhabiting that 
province. I have ſince diſcovered that I was deceived ; for 
that at the time, as well as ſince, the very contrary was the 
fact. It has been indeed the uniform practice, ſince the 
commencement of this buſineſs, to give falſe information, 
or proceed on none. I have therefore only to declare, that I 
would never have given my ſanction to that law, if I had 
not been led into error by a falſe ſtate of the matter; and 


tough I unhappily fell into the ſnare laid for me, I am now | 


free to declare, that the law for altering the charter of Maſ- 


achuſetts Bay, was in every reſpect oppreſſive, impolitic, | 


and unconſtitutional z and if coupled with the claim of tax- 


ation, I am fully juſtified in maintaining, that as one leaves 


the ſubje& no property, the other deprives him of every na- 
tural and political right ; and that they are both equally de- 
ſtructive of the inalienable privileges of an Engliſhman, and 
the natural rights to which all mankind are entitled, if not 


tripped of them by fraud, force, or injuſtice. 


The Earl of Suffo/k. I preſume the noble Duke in the gar & | 
blue ribbon miſunderſtood what I faid ; for I do not preſume Suffolk. 


his Grace had any intention of miſrepreſenting my words. 
did not ſay or mean, that I had any doubt whether the 
commander in chief, though a junior officer, had a right to 


d 2 | command 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 
command the Heſſian general. I poſitively and uncondi- 
tionally aſſerted, he had, and only referred to the noble 
Lords preſent, converſant in military affairs, in proof of that 
aſſertion. As to 'the other point the noble Duke alluded 
to, the ſame rule which prevails in reſpect of the comman- 
der in chief, will of courſe take place in the perſon who 
may be appointed, or happen to ſucceed him, 

The Earl of Sandwich. I did not intend to trouble your 
Lordſhips on the preſent occaſion, had not I been parti- 
cularly called on by the noble Duke who made the motion; 
and to ſet another noble Duke | Duke of -— rome 
right, reſpecting ſome points on which he ſeems to be miſ- 
informed. My noble relation has informed po Lordſhips, 
that the town of Norfolk, in Virginia, has been burnt and 
deſtroyed, and has accompanied his narrative with ſeveral 
exaggerited circumftances attending that affair, I will tell 
the noble Duke how the matter rea/!y happened. One of our 
ſhips of war, being in great diſtreſs for water, ſailed to Nor- 
folk in order to procure it, and applied to the inhabitants, 
who, inſtead of complying with the common diQates of hu- 
manity, fired on the * of truce, and killed or wounded 
two or three of our men. This occaſioned what afterwards 
happened, and cauſed the town to be burnt. I do not be- 


lieve it is yet burnt. The inhabitants of Norfolk were fo 


cruel and barbarous, that the whole crew muſt have periſhed 
for want of freſh water, had it not been for the relief they 
procured by the diſtillation ' of ſalt water. It was not the 
man of war's men that burnt Norfolk ; it was the inhabt- 
tants themſelves. I do not know that it is yet burnt, The 
Norfolk people ſet fire to the town. That is, the fire from 
the man of war ſet fire to part of it, and the inhabitants burnt 
the reſt. The noble Duke who made the motion has entertained 
your Lordſhips a great while, relative to the appointing and 
ſuperſeding of officers. His Grace has done me the honour 
to advert to me frequently in the courſe of his obſervations. 
J will tell the noble Duke, that he is both miſtaken in his 
facts and conjectures. Admiral Graves was not diſmiſſed 


nor recalled; nor was there the leaſt objection to his conduct 


as an officer; on the contrary, his Majeſty, to ſhew the good 


opinion he entertains of his ſervices, has appointed him a 


vice-admiral. As to admiral Shuldham being ſuperſeded in 
the ſupreme command, he never 1magined or thought that he 
was to command in chief, He only ſucceeded admiral 


Graves, and as the ſervice was to be extended and carried 


ON 
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on upon a larger ſcale, it became neceſſary that more admi- 
nals than one ſhould be employed; not that I know that 
zadmiral Shuldham means to remain on the American ſtation. 
| aſſure the noble Duke, that the appointment of Lord Howe 
dd not originate with me, though I think him a very able 
and deſerving officer ; I was not, however, over-ruled 1n the 
cabinet; for, underſtanding that his Lordſhip w:/hed for the 
command, I was happy in having an opportunity of gratify- 
ing his defires, and furthering the appointment of ſo able 
and deſerving an officer. The noble Duke ſays, that the 
ſervants of the Crown, who ſupport the meaſures now purſu- 
ng againſt America, ſecretly diſapprove of them, and expreſs 


pretend to ſay what company the noble Duke keeps, who ſo 
confidentially impart their opinions to him; but this I will 
renture to affirm, that I converſe both publicly and privately 
with them all; and yet I never heard one of them expreſs 
the leaſt diſapprobation whatever of the preſent meaſures, 
The noble Duke ſays, that though we have ſhips, we have 
ot men ſufficient to man them. In this the noble Duke is 
equally miſtaken ; for out of the whole complement of able 
amen neceſſary for the twenty guardſhips, there is only five 
hundred wanting; and I will add another piece of intelli- 
rence, no leſs fatal to another argument made uſe of by his. 
Grace, which is, that ſo far from the men being averſe to 
e ſervice, this very deficiency in the complement of the 
ruardſhips has ariſen from a moſt uncommon alacrity in the 
nen to ſerve on the American ſtation, the greateſt part of 
thoſe who enter chuſing to ſerve in the fleet now deſtined 
for that country, in preference to ſtaying at home. On the 
bole, the five hundred men deficient of the ſtated comple- 
nent aboard the guardſhips could be procured in a few days, 
ich with the ordinary ſeamen and landmen would enable 
e twenty guardſhips, that are all of the line of battle, to 
roceed to ſea in the courſe of a week; and ſuppoſe guy dif- 
iculty ſhould ariſe, we ſhould procure more than ſufficient 
it the ſhorteſt notice; ſo that taking it in either light, we 
re prepared for any ſudden event or emergency whatever. 


their diſapprobation of them in private company, I do not 


— 


The Lord Viſcount Townſhend. I believe the noble Lor Vic. 


uke's ſolicitude, relative to whom the command would de- Townſhend. 


olve on, in caſe of the death of the commander in chief, is 
otally unneceſſary, as I take it the next ſenior officer would 
ucceed of courſe. I remember this was the caſe during the 
ate war in America, Firſt a noble Lord, a member * _ 
5 ouſe 
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206 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1716, 

| | Houſe [Lord Loudon] had the chief command; afterwards 

General Abercromby; and though Colonel Stanwix was the 

p next ſenior officer when wi? aaa Amherſt was appointed 

| commander in chief, the ſupreme command immediately 
veſted in Sir Jeffery as a matter of courſe. | 

Earl of The Lord Wycombe [Earl of Shelburne]. An infinua- 

1 * tion, my Lords, has been thrown out, in order to give a Hen 

ſaction to the preſent meaſures, that a certain Earl [| Chatham] Wit 

whom I do not this day ſee in his place, has changed his Ns t 

former opinions reſpecting them; but I will venture to af- 

| firm, without any direct information on that head, that it is {Wne! 

equally groundleſs and ill founded. I am ſure I can anſwer nue 

ſo far as to ſay, that in the ſeveral converſations he has done 

me the honour to hold with me on the ſubje&, nothing die 

leading, or even tending that way, has ever eſcaped him: ow 

beſides, his motion, and the conſequent ſtep taken by his 

Lordſhip, which remain on your Lordſhips' journals, put the oui 

| | matter beyond doubt or uncertainty. His plan, fince the 

| firſt commencement of this buſineſs, has been conciliation, 

= nat coercion. So much has been already ſaid on the ſubject 

1 of the treaties, now on your Lordſhips table, that I ſhull 

trouble you very little, further than to expreſs my aſtoniſh- 

ment at a language which has been held this day, in relation 

to the employment of foreigners. It creates double wonder, e t 

when coming from the ſupporters of the preſent meatures, {Wa 

| againſt whole profeſſed ſyſtem of policy it militates in the nif. 

moſt marked contradiction. The doctrine is ſhortly this; Prall 

when you have any extenſive operations of war to carry on," 

keep your own men at home employed in our manufacture Hd 

4 and agriculture, and zr»/? the defence of the empire, and com- at- 

mit the proſecution of your moſt eſſential intereſts to ſo- Mete 

reigners. Your country is tmall and inſignificant, in point 

of numbers; the few hands you have are wanting at home; at 

and ſhould you employ them in war, your country would 

be ruined ; the plow and loom muſt inſtantly ſtand ſtill. tee 

Is this, my Lords, a language to he endured? Can this doc- 

P trine be ſerioufly maintained in this Houſe, without ſub— 

jecting its authors to ridicule and deriſion? Were thoſe the 

ſentiments which prevailed during the late war, when we had 

at one time no leſs than 350,909 natives in actual ſervice; 

and when the whole number we employed amounted to no leis 
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than 418,000 men? Will any man ſay that our manufac Q ar 


tures /{og /?i/l, for want of hands, when our imports cncreatcd 1 
| ful tult 
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; mports exceeded any thing known in former times ? Could 
y 8 thirteen years ago ſpare 350,000 men, for carrying on 
the operations of war, and carry on our manufactures to an 
extent never before known ; and ſhall it be this day gravely 
contended, that we cannot raiſe a fifth part of the number, 


w to apply for aſſiſtance to two paltry German ſtates, as the 
mly means of procuring our political ſalvation? Such argu- 
nents would ſurprize me, coming from any quarter; but 


kmned all intercourſe with the continent, all German ſub- 


tow no more, who I looked upon to be a very able man, 
ind a noble Earl, both of whom have been mentioned in the 


1s 
he Meourſe of this debate | Duke of Bedford and Lord Bute] dur- 
he Ing the late war, and at the concluſion of the late peace, held 


tas a point not to be departed from, that this country could 


n 
bat without any alliance to the continent. I know that 
al noble Earl Lord Chatham] who conducted that war, was 
h- the ſame opinion : and juſtified his conduct by frequently 


eclaring in private and public, “ that he did not bring us 


at this ſyſtem at laſt prevailed ; and that it has been the 
niform politics of the preſent reign to adhere to that ſyſtem. 
hall we now be told, by the ſame men, acting up to the 
ime rule, for more than fourteen years, that the ſy ſtem is a 
ad one; that alliances on the continent muſt be formed; 
bat we have not men ſufficient in the nation to defend ani 

roteQt it; and that if we had, we cannot ſpare them, with- 


s attention to the new levies, ſhewed how the principle of 
zeping up old corps eſtabliſhed at the peace, had been de- 
ated from, by raiſing new corps ; and how Highlanders 


| up General Frazer's two battalions. He ſpoke of the ill 
eatment and reſentments of the King of Prpſſia, and the 

peror ; and of our not having a fingle ally on the conti- 
ent, of the leaſt conſequence. ' | 


ment meaſures have had no other effect than to produce 


ult after inſult; that the more we conceded, the higher 
America 


full two millions annually, and when both our exports and 


rithout ruining our manufactures, which conſideration obliges 


much more ſo, from a ſet of men, who have uniformly con- 


dies and German connections. I remember. a noble Duke, 


the continent; that he found us there.“ We all know, 


t ruin to our manufactures? His Lordſhip then turned | 


d been recruited in London, and ſeveral parts of England, to 


— 
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The Lord Lyttelton. My ſentiments on the preſent ſub- Lord Lys 
d are pretty well known. I ſhall only obſerve now, that 
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may be expedient to inſiſt on taxes, for the purpoſe of raiſing 


ijts full extent. I think the right once fully eſtabliſned and 


I. Camden. 
ſuppoſed, that the noble Duke in the blue ribbon, [Duke of 
Grafton] and myſelf, both occupying high offices in admini- 


: conjecture is plauſibly ſupported ; but the fact, I do aſſur 


than that uſually fixed for the exiſtence of ſubſidiary trea- 


% 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 116, 
America has riſen in her demands; and the more inſolent \ 
ſhe has grown. It is for this reaſon that J am now for the 


moſt effective and decifive meaſures; and am of opinion, C 
that no alternative 1s left us, but to retinquiſh America for 1 
ever, or finally determine to compel her to acknowledge the 1 


legiſlative ſupremacy of this country. I do not pretend to of 
decide, in the preſent ſituation of both countries, how far it th 


a revenue; not but it is evident, we are fully competent to th 
demand them, and able to compel their payment. However 
it is plain, when they return to a proper ſtate of obedience, 
that the right is with us, and that we may exerciſe it accord- 
ing to circuinſtances, and local convenience. In the event 
of our prevailing in this conteſt, it is the principle of an un- 
conditional ſubmiſſion I would be for maintaining; not that 
I would be for puſhing the conſequences of this doctrine to 


acknowledged, Great-Britain ought by all means to ſecure to 
the people of that country, thoſe privileges and immunities 
to which every native ſubject of this free government is con- 
feſſedly entitled. | f : 

The Lord Camden. Some alluſions have been made in this 
debate to a fact, which has been miſrepreſented. It has been 


ſtration at the time the duties were laid on in 1767, approved 
of the meaſure. I confeſs, as mere matter of ſuppoſition, his 


his Lordſhip, was entirely otherwiſe* I never did, nor never 

vill, approve or give my conſent to the raiſing any taxes, ini 
any form, on the people of America, for the purpoſe of railing 
a revenue, to be under the diſpoſal of the Britiſh Parliament, 
As for the treaties now on your Lordſhips' table, and the 
propoſed effect of the preſent motion, I ſhall beg your Lord- Mur; 
ſhips' indulgence for a few words. If I underſtand them 
right, they contain an agreement with the Landgrave of 
Heſſe, Duke of Brunſwick, and Prince of Hanau, for a cer-W 
tain number of troops for certain ſpecific ſums of money, ac- 
campanied by ſubſequent conditions of a double ſubſidy to be 
paid, in caſe the war ſhould be terminated in a ſhorter time 


ties. To give this * the appearance of what it reallyh . 
is not, the whole is ſtuffed up with pompous expreſſions of 


alliance, founded in reciprocal ſupport and common intereſt, al x 
- A a5 
Vi 
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25 if theſe petty ſtates were really concerned in the event of 
the preſent conteſt between this country and America. New, 
e ny Lords, I would appeal to any of your Lordſhips, if the 
„ whole of this tranſaction be not a compound of the moſt ſo- 
r lemn mockery, fallacy, and groſs impoſition, that was ever 
de attempted obs put on a Houſe of Parliament. Is there one 
o of your Lordſhips, who does not perceive moſt clearly, that 
the whole is a mere mercenary bargain for the hire of troops 
'2 Won one fide, and the ſale of human blood on the other; and 
to that the devoted wretches thus purchaſed for ſlaughtet, are 
er mere mercenaries, in the worſt ſenſe of the word. This point 
once granted, look then on the preſent treaties in their naked 
and true light. Conſider ſeriouſly the conſequences ſuch a 
conduct on our part may probably be productive of, We 
not only pay dearer for theſe hirelings, than was ever known 
on any former occaſion, but inſtead of availing ourſelves of 
the advantages we might derive from treating with their re- 
ſpective ſovereigns, hiring out their troops in the mannet 
now alluded to, we have entered into treaties of allianee of- 
ſenſive and defenſive: we have, in fact, pledged the faith of 
the nation, to all the eventual conſequences of a continental 
var. But, my Lords, even this meaſure, hazardous and im- 
politic as it is, is not what preſſes moſt forcibly on my mind, 
in the conduct of this wanton, cruel, and diabolical war; 
for if the arguments be true that have been urged by ſeveral 
of your Lordſhips this day in debate, they amount fairly to 
this; that men are not to be had in this country, ſufficient to 
ge efficacy to the 'neceſlary powers of the ſtate, nor aſſert 
rights of this legiſlature ; and that, conſequently, the pre- 
ſent treaties however exceptionable, are the mere creatures of 
peceffity. 1 queſtion much the truth of this argument; but 
ſuppoſing it to be a juſt one, does it not fairly prove, that 
he ſalvation of this empire depends upon foreign affiſtance 
ind that all our boaſted power, wealth, and every advantage 
ierived either from our fituation or form of government, are 
held under that precarious tenure, In ſhort, that we can 
njoy no one bleſſing of external ftrength, or domeſtic 
happineſs, longer than our worthy mercenary - allies and 
riends on the continent think proper to permit. Now, for 
ny part, I always was of a different opinion; for ſhould the 
ime ever arrive, in which dur exiſtence as 4 nation Yepetid- 
| on the aſſiſtance of foreign hirelings, from that inſtant I 


. bould deem our conſequence as a ſovereign ſtate; and our 
"| iberties as a free people, no mare, The hiſtory of all ages 
J 


Ind nations prove the fatal effects of calling in foreign aux- 
Vor. IV. os E E 8 iliaries, 


Lordſhips heard it deſcribed to be this 6- v really juſt, ought © 


that they are ſeditious, unfaithful, diſobedient devourery f 


ver ſubſcribe to. Particularly, when you have a people tc 


country, I am bold to affirm, are what conſtitute its real opu 
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iliaries, but more particularly mere mercenaries, to fight their 

battles; and my memory hardly furnifhes me with a ſingle 
inſtance of conqueſt over any great ſtate or empire, in which 
the conquerors were not firſt introduced into the country az 0 
friends and allies. This general truth, my Lords, I allow 
does not directly apply to the preſent treaties now before you; Wl * 
but the principle, were the national imbecility ſuch as your 0 


to create cauſe of great and ſerious alarm to every one of your 
Lordſhips. I cannot better expreſs my diſapprobation of em- 
ploying foreigners, particularly to fight our domeſtic quar. 
rels, than by quoting the opinion of that great man, Sir 4 
Walter Raleigh, in his hiſtory of the world. He ſays, I 


of 
OL 


th 


tn 


and deſtroyers of all places and countries, whither they are 
drawn, as _— held by no other bond than their own com- 
modity, Yea, that which is moſt fearful among ſuch hire. 
lings is, that they have often, and in time of greateſt extre- 
mity, net only refuſed to fight in the defence of | thoſe whi 
have entertained them, but revolted to the contrary part, te 
the utter ruin of thoſe princes and ftates who have truſted 
them.” it 

My Lords, great ſtreſs hath been laid, in the courſe of thi 
debate, on the comparative riches and ſtrength of Great 
Britain and America, from which a concluſion has bee 
drawn in our favour, and a conſequence from that concluſion 
that we muſt in the end prove victorious. I deny the fad 
the concluſion, and the conſequence raiſed upon it, T hat we 
poſſeſs more of the precious metals than the people of Ame 
riea, I will readily grant; but that the materials for decorat 
ing palaces, or that adminiſter to the luxuries or elegancie 
of life, are ſo much real riches ; or that they conſtitute th 
real and efficient ſtrength of a nation, is a doctrine I can ne 


has 
Am 
con 
duc 


contend with, who prefer real liberty to the empty ſhadow ur 


and who deſpiſe thoſe baubles and trinkets, when compare 
with the ſubſtantial and rational benefits of civil ſociety, an 
domeſtic happineſs. The native produce and induſtry of 


atio 
of t. 
Lor 
preſ 
Whit 
coul 


jence. The people of America have always been in po 
ſeſſion of one, and the preſent inhuman and oppreſſive me 
ſures you have adopted, will neceſſarily teach them the othet 


Ihe policy of former times was to improve the native a ele 
vantages of the people of America to a twofold purpoſe; iff” * 
encourage them ta the raiſing raw materials for our own m — 


nufactur * 


= R A 


$1996. BD EMS TEL 


nufactures, or as objects of foreign commerce; and to ren- 
der them as dependent as poſſible on this country, for all the 
wrought conveniencies of life. This was the inexhauſtible 
mine, from which this country was wont to draw her re- 
ſources. The immenſe profits derived from ſuch a commer- 
cial intercourſe, were the taxes we drew from that country ; 
and thoſe only ever will be, the ſubſtantial, conſtitutional be- 


nefits which can or ought to be derived from the legiſlative 


authority claimed by this country. What will be the conſe- 
quence of this mad, bloody war? You will teach America 
induſtry and frugality, You will neceſſitate them to wear 
their own rough manufactures. You will create an emula- 
tion for excellence.and improvement : and by ſhutting them 
out from your own ports, you will compel them to explore 
thoſe of foreign nations, In fine, you will point out to them 
the advantages of a foreign commerce, of a frugal habit of 
living, but above all, the ſweets of induſtry, directed to the 
eſtabliſhment of new manufactures, and the improvement of 
old ones. : | 

I would recommend to your Lordſhips to ſeriouſly conſider 
the grounds of the preſent quarrel, and the object meant in 
the end to be attained by it. Has it not originated in tax- 
ation? and is it not now gravely aſſerted, that the tax is vir- 
tually relinquiſhed, but that a war of conqueſt, or an ac- 
1 of an unconditional ſubmiſſion on their part, 


is the only alternative now left? What then is the true ef- 


ſect of this We but that the preſent is a war of con- 
queſt ? For the noble Earl with the white ſtaff [Lord Talbot 


has told you, that this country ought never to recede, till 


America has conſented to an unconditional ſubmiſſion; and 
conſequently that our ſubjects in that country are to be re- 
duced to a ſtate of abſolute ſlavery, or be for ever ſeparated 
and cut off from the dominion of the Britiſh empire. | 
But, my Lords, referring back to the old queſtion of tax- 


ation, for that I look upon to be the true and efficient ground 
of the preſent conteſt, what does that queſtion preſent to your 
Lordſhips' conſideration? Why, that in the courſe of the 


preſent campaign, you will have run in debt ten millions, 
which is more than you have been able to diſcharge in the 


courſe of a thirteen years peace; and if all your meaſures of - 


conqueſt ſhould ſucceed, that you will probably, at the end 


of another year or two, be thirty millions worſe than When 


you began, and will be in the abſolute poſſeſſion of a ruined; 


deſolated country, which ſo far from being able to contribute 


to the diſcharge of your burdens, will become an additional 
7 Ee 2 one 
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I am, however, extremely well pleaſed to have an opportunity 


ing in a bill for that purpoſe. I ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the 
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one for a ſeries of years to come. It has been urged, that 
none of thoſe conſequences will happen; that America, when ll t 
ſhe perceives that we are ultimately determined, will ſubmit, Nn 
and that of courſe our expences will ceaſe with the cauſe it 
which gave them birth. I ſhould think there was ſomethiag WW i: 
in this argument, if conciliation, not conqueſt, was intend- v 
ed; if the claims of America were patiently heard, and ma- 
turely conſidered; but is there one of your Locdſhips whoſe. il t 
riouſly believes, that thoſe people-will ever conſent to lay fe 
down their arms, till vanquiſhed, if no terms of conciliation fa 
or accommodation are held out to them? The idea is abſurd ft. 
and prepoſterous, and I am certain is not believed, or expected ar 
by thoſe who urge it. On the whole, my Lords, I am hear- MW fa 
tily for agreeing with the noble Duke's motion, becauſe it 

ill afford time for adminiſtration to treat; it will give his 
Majeſty an opportunity of putting a ſtop to the further effu- 
ſion of human blood; it will ſtrengthen the hands of govern- 
ment, ſhould America refuſe ſuch terms as Britain may con- 
ſiſtently offer, and America reaſonably and ſecurely accept; 
and it will be the means of laying on foundations of ſtrength 
and. ſecurity, 7 greatneſs, opulence, and perfect union of 
the Britiſh empire, whether conſidered as one body, or in re- 
ſpect of its ſeveral conſtituent parts. 

The Lord Viſcount //:xmouth. The noble Duke in the 
blue ribbon, and the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, happened to 
be both in adminiſtration at the time the act was paſſed, 
which laid on the duties that were the original cauſe of all 
the preſent diſturbances. It js ſomewhat extraordinary that Whe 
they ſhould now complain of their own acts, and come be- ble 
fore your Lordſhips and the public to condemn meaſures 
which, for any thing that appears to the contrary, originated 
from themſelves, or at leaſt received their ſanQion, 

The Duke of Graſion. I confeſs I occupied a very high 
and reſponſible poſt in adminiſtration when the duties in 
1767 were laid upon tea, paper, painters? colours and laſs. 


of explaining what yet has not been effectually cleared up. 
In that year, when the extraordinary expences incurred on 
account of America were laid before the Houſe of Commons, 
the Houſe roſe as one man almoſt, and inſiſted that that coun- 
try ſhould contribute to the burdens brought on by the mi- 
litary eftabliſhment there ; and a motion was made Gr bring- 


meaſure, as big with the conſequences it has ſince unfortu- 
pately produced. I ſpoke to my friends upon the aq 


1 


$13 


at W but they all united in opinion that the tide was too ſtrong 
n to expect to either ſtem or turn it, ſo as to prevent whatever 
t, might be offered in that ſhape from paſling into a law. Find- 
ſe ing that all my efforts would be vain, I, was compelled to 


og Wl fubmit, but was reſolved, as far as lay in my power, to pre- 
vent the effect; and while I gave way, to do it in ſuch a 
- MW manner as would cauſe leaſt harm: J accordingly propoſed 
ne tea duty as the moſt palatable ; becauſe, though it an- 
y Wl ſwered the main purpoſe of thoſe with whom taxation was a 
n favourite meaſure, it was doing America an immediate bene- 
d WM fit; for I procured the ſhilling a pound duty to be taken off, 
:d and three-pence to be laid on it in lieu thereof; ſo that, in 
r= Wl fat, it was nine-pence a pound ſaving to America, How- 
it Never, the attempt was received in America as I expected it 
is would: it immediately cauſed diſturbances, and univerſal 
1- Liſſatisfaction. In 1769, therefore, I moved in the cabinet 
n- for a repeal, and was out- voted (if I recolle& right) by a ma- 
n- jority of one. This, therefore, was the part I took in this 
t; MW fatal buſineſs. When the partial repeal was agreed to in 
th council, I intreated and conjured my . brethren in office to 
of wp this paltry revenue; but, as I ſaid before, I was over- 
e- Wouled. | 

The Lord Camden. For my part, J was not in council, 
or did not attend in the cabinet at the time this fatal meaſure 
was concerted ; and as ſoon as | was apprized of the tendency 
of it, I exprefſed my hearty diſapprobation. | | 
The Lord Viſcount Weymouth. The noble Duke ſays, 


ble Lords now preſent who took an active part on that occa- 
lon. The noble Duke is very right; I was preſent, and am 
ed tee to declare, that I was one of the members of the cabi- 
net who gave my vote for having the tea duty retained, and 
oh Fam not aſnamed to on it. The noble Duke forgets there 
in ¶ vas no majority, or caſting voice; the numbers were equal. 
is. The noble Lord's apology is the moſt extraordinary that I 
ty Never heard: his Lordſhip ſays, he was not preſent at the time 
1p. Wit happened to be debated in council. Will the noble Lord 
on pretend to excuſe himſelf as a cabinet counſellor on that 
15, ground? or if he could, can he pretend to defend himſelf 
n- In giving his approbation and affent, and putting the queſ- 
ai- ton in every ſucceſſive ſtage of the bill to a meaſure, ſitting 
g- Wn that woolſack as preſident of this auguſt aſſembly, which 
he Fic has aſſerted in the courſe of this night's debate, will be the 
u- ertain ruin and deſtruction of this country? Th 


he was out-yoted in the cabinet, and that there are ſome no-“ 


Ld. Camden. 
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: PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776. 
The Duke of Richmond replied to the obſervations made 
on his ſpeech; and the queſtion being put, there appeared for 
the motion, contents 32, non-contents 100, 
ä 3 
It was moved, That the following addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty, viz. 
Moſt Gracious Soverei 


WE, your Majeſty's mol dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, 
humbly beg leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, that it is 


with the utmoſt concern we have ſeen the treaties which your 
Majeſty, by the advice of your miniſters, has been pleaſed to 
enter into with their Serene Highneſſes the Duke of Brunſ- 
wick, the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, and the Count of Ha- 
nau, and which your Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed to 
communicate to this Houſe. 3 

We beg leave humbly to repreſent to your Majeſty, the 
ſehſe we entertain of the danger and diſgrace attending this 
inconſiderate meaſure, when it has been judged neceſſary in 
the firſt exertions of Great-Britain to ſubjugate her Colo- 
mies, to hire an army of foreign mercenaries, acknowledging 
to all Europe, that theſe kingdoms are unable cither from 
want of men, or diſinclination to this ſervice, to furniſh a 
competent number of natural born ſubjects to make the firſt 
campaign: and it is a melancholy conſideration, that the 


-drawing off the national troops (though feeble, for the un- 


Happy purpoſe on which they are employed) will yet leave 
theſe kingdoms naked, and expoſed to the aſſault and inva- 


ſion of powerful neighbouring and foreign nations. 


We further beg leave humbly to ſubmit to your Majeſty, 
that if the juſtice and equity of this unnatural war was not 
queſtioned, by ſo large a part of your Majeſty's ſubjects, yet 
a reconciliation with the Colonies, though attended with 
ſome conceſſions, would be more agreeable to ſound policy, 
than to intruſt the proſecution of hoſtilities. to foreigners, 1n 
whom we cannot confide, and who, when they are at ſo great 
a diſtance from their own country, and ſuffering under the 
diſtreſſes of a war, wherein they have no intereſt or concern, 
with ſo many temptations to exchange vaſlalage for freedom, 
will be more likely to mutiny or deſert, than to unite faithfully 

and co-operate with your Majeſty's natural-born ſubjects. 
We ought not to conceal from. your Majeſty the anxiety 
we feel on the latitude of the articles in the ſeveral m— 
0 


which ſtipulate the power in your Majeſty of employing th 


troops 


charges of making good the loſles of the ſeveral corps, ordi- 


\ 
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troops in any part of Europe. Means are hereby provided 
for introducing a foreign army even into this realm; and we 
cannot ſo far confide in your Majeſty's miniſters, as to ſup- 
poſe they would be very ſcrupulous in adviſing ſuch a mea- 
ſure, ſince they have already introduced foreign troops into 
wo of our ſtrongeſt fortreſſes, and have offered to bring four 


* 


9 


thouſand more foreigners into the kingdom of Ireland, with- 
out the conſent of a Britiſh Parliament. 
That we have moreover juſt reaſon to apprehend, that 


when the Colonies come to underſtand, that Great-Britain 


is forming alliances, and hiring foreign troops for their de- 
ſtruction, they may think they are well juſtified by the ex- 
ample, in endeavouring to avail themſelves of the like aſ- 
ſiſtance; and that France, Spain, Pruſſia, or other powers of 
Europe, may conceive they have as good a right as Heſfe, 
Brunſwick, and Hanay, -to interfere in our domeſtic quar- 
relss And if the flames of a war from theſe proceedings 
ſhould be kindled in Europe, which we fear is too probable, 
we reflect with horror upon the condition of this country, 
under circumſtances wherein ſhe may be called upon to reſiſt 
the formidable attack of our powerful enemies, which may re- 
ure. the exertion of our whole force, at a time when the 
bh and flower of the nation is employed in fruitleſs ex- 
peditions on the other fide of the world. 5 
That the treaty, by ſtipulating not only to give the Land- 
grave of Heſſe allel, in caſe of attack or diſturbance in the 
poſſeſſion of his territories, all the ſuccour which ſhall be in 
your Majeſty's power to give, but likewiſe to continue ſuch 
ſuccour until the Landgrave ſhall have obtained entire ſe- 
curity, and a juſt indemnification, lays this kingdom under 
the neceffity of taking part in every quarrel upon the con- 


tinent, in which his Serene Highneſs may happen to be en- 


gaged, and that without any equivalent confideration to make 
the contract reciprocal z as this iſland can expect no aſſiſtance 
from an inconfiderable ſovereignty in the heart of Germany, 
from which more troops are already drawn than ſhe is able 
to replace for her own defence, and whoſe revenues are not 
ſufficient to maintain even thoſe ſhe has lent without the aid 
of ſubſidy. : We conceive, therefore, that this engagement 


of Great-Britain to defend and indemnify, muſt be confi- 


dered as part of the price the is to pay for the hire of thoſe 
troops. If this article 'of<h ' (which cannot be eſti- 
mated) be added to the:enormous Expences of levy money, 


nary 
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Deke of 
Grefton. 


Houſe the laſt day Ih 


aſſerted, that when the matter was debated in council, I wa 


Having ſpoken from memory, though I was certain I was 


= 
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nary and extraordinary ſubſidies, and their continuation after A 


the troops are returned to their reſpective countries, and can I m. 


be of no uſe to Great-Britain, we may ſay with truth that I no 
Great-Britain never before entered into a treaty ſo expenſive, ¶ an 


fo unequal, fo diſhonourable, and fo dangerous in its conſe- til 


nces. + ; | po 
We therefore humbly implore your Majeſty to give im- foi 
mediate orders for ſtopping the march of the Heſſian, Brunſ. he. 
wick, and Hanau troops, and for a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities I wt 
in America, in order to lay the foundation of a ſpeedy and eq 
permanent reconciliation between the great contending parts ¶ rul 
of this diftrated empire. 
It was moved to agree with the ſaid motion. Which be. 
ing objeCted to, after long debate, the queſtion was put there- 
upon. It was reſolved in the negative. | 
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| March 6, 7, 8. 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 11th. 


| March 11, 12, 13. 
Private buſineſs. 
March 14. 

The Duke of Grafion. My Lords, before T explain to 
your Lordſhips the intention of the preſent motion, and the 
1 on which I propoſe to maintain it, I ſhall, with you 
ordſhipsꝰ permiſſion, explain ſomething which paſſed in this 
al the honour to addreſs your Lord- 

thips, reſpecting my ſuppoſed conduct, relative to the tea a 
in the year 1769, when it was propoſed in the cabinet to 
procure a repeal of it, along with the other duties laid on i 
1767. I am within your Lordſhips' recolle&ion, that I the 


over-ruled and out-voted, but was contradicted by a nobk 
Viſcount [Lord Weymouth] whom I now ſee in his plact 


right, joined to the very late hour of the night, when th 
164 3 | mattet 


r EB ATE | 
n thatter alluded to was mentioned, I declined to anſwer the 
at noble Viſcount, or to corroborate my firſt aſſertion, with 
e, o further facts or particulars. Being, however, uneaſy 
till 1 had enquired further into the circumſtances of that im- 
portant tranſaction, I ſearched among my papers, and there 
1- MW found a note of it, ſent me by a noble Lord then at the 
. ¶ head of the American department, Lord Hillſborough} by 
es which it appears, that the numbers in the cabinet were not 
d equal, as the noble Viſcount aſſerted, but that J was over- 


ts ¶ ruled and out- voted by a majority on the propoſition of re- 


pealing that tax, which, as I then foreſaw, would be ꝑroductive 


- Jof the preſent unhappy diſputes, that threaten to over- 
whelm this country in ruin and deſtruction. I thought it 
my duty to ſubmit this true ſtate of that momentous buſineſs 
to your Lordſhꝭ ps, left ws of you ſhould think that I had 


either negligently aſſerted, or deſignedly miſrepreſented it. 


f the noble Viſcount ſhould differ from me on the fact, as 
| now have ſtated it, I wiſh it may be underſtood, that he 
will riſe immediately and contradi&t me, before J proceed 
further, or that his filence may be conſtrued into an ac- 


1 becauſe I would not wiſh to have your Lord- 


ips interrupted by any thing which relates immediately to 
myſelf, in the future courſe of the debate. As to the mea- 
ſure now propoſed to your Lordſhips, I truſt that you will 
perceive the neceſſity of adopting it; and that you will be- 
lieve me, when I moſt ſolemnly and earneſtly aſſure you, 
that nothing but a thorough conviction on my part, that it, 
or ſome other meaſure of a ſimilar nature, is the only poffi- 
ble means now left, of averting the impending deſtruction 
and ruin which ſeem ſuſpended over the heads of the people 
of this devoted unhappy; country. It is evidently formed on 
the principles of humanity, equity, and found policy, and 
opens a door for reconciliation, and for, ſettling the diffe- 
rences now ſubſiſting between both countries, on terms of 
laſting amity, founded in reciprocal affection, and cemented 
by mutual intereſt, It will be the means of ſheathing the {word 
now drawn, perhaps never again to be returned to the ſcab- 
bard, ſhould this motion be rejected, till a deluge of blood is 
ſpilt, and either Great-Britain or America, or both, are 
brought into ſuch a tate as may inevitably produce their ſe- 
parate or total deſtruction. I contemplate with horror, the 
conſequences of the bloody conflict, ſhould matters be puſhed 
to extremities ; in the event of ſo many thouſand men be- 
Ver. IV. | ing 


. Jof the worſt conſequences; and which now is the occaſion 
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ing drawn up againſt each other, when, which ever fide 
victory may declare, all true friends of their country, be their 
political ſentiments what they may, will have the moſt juſt 


and melancholy cauſe of grief and mourning, I would 


therefore appeal to your Lordſhips' humanity, on this ſu- 
premely critical and important occaſion ; and implore your 
interference, for the purpoſe of averting ſuch dire calami- 
ties, and preventing the effuſion of human blood]; particu- 
larly when your Lordſhips ſhall take the additional circum- 
ſtance into conſideration, that victory and the moſt com- 


plete ſucceſs on our part, will produce no other effect, than 


waſting and weakening our own ſtrength ; and that the blood 
thus ſhed will not be that of your natural and dangerous ene- 
mies, but the blood of your fellow-ſubje&s, of your bre- 
thren, of Britons, of a people united with you by every tie 
of fraternal affection, every motive of common intereſt, and 
every principle of common defence, protection, and ſupport, 

In point of equity, my Lords, I believe, ſince the new 
doctrine of an unconditional fabmiflion has been broached by 
a noble Lord | Lord Germain] in another Houle ; (for I at- 
firm, till he was called to office, it was never openly avowed 
or maintained in either Houſe of Parliament) your Lord- 
ſhips will be of opinion, that it would be but equitable to 


let the people of America know what are now the ſentiments 


of this country; becauſe, by knowing our w«/tzmatum, they 
will then have it in their power to either agree to it, or to 
riſque the conſequences of reſiſtance, I remember; at the 
opening of this ſeſſion, a very different language was held. 
The idea of taxation was denied or modified, A noble Lord 
in the other Houſe, who preſides at the head of the national 
finances, diſclaimed any ſuch intention, A noble Lord in 
this Houſe, whom I now ſee in his place, | Lord Dartmouth] 


who then filled a reſponſible office in adminiſtration, and 


who, perhaps, for the reaſon I am now going to aſſign, was 
not thought ſo proper a perſon to carry the defigns of go- 
vernment into execution, repeatedly aſſerted and aſſured this 
Houſe, that no intention was entertained by adminiſtration 
of © ſubduing America.” I would appeal to your Lord- 
thips, if the new-adopted ſyſtem has not a moſt unfavour- 
able appearance, an appearance full of miſchief, and big 
with that over-ruling ſecret in duence, thoſe dark and dan- 
gerous deſigns, which every now and then betray themſelves 
to public view, and which create the juſteſt jealouſies and 
2 in the breaſt of eyery man who is not deaf and 

| callous 


the ſame doctrine has been fi 


&..:5 3k. VF 

callous to the feelings and intereſts of this devoted country. 
When J framed the motion [See the motion, page 222] I 
avoided all ſpecifications, becauſe I meant it as a general re- 
ſolution, to be taken up and conſidered by your Lordſhips 
in a committee, in order, if you ſhould think proper or ne- 
ceſſary, you might decide on particulars, agree upon ſome 
ſpecific terms, ſome ultimatum to be propoſed to the Colonies, 
or you might determine on ſome general reſolution to'he 
communicated to the other Houſe of Parliament for their 
concurrence, as a baſis for conciliation or conceſſion. By 
this means America might know what ſhe had to depend 
on, and decide accordingly. - You would remove that cauſe, 
which ſhe aſſigns for her preſent want of confidence in ge- 
neral aſſurances, in miniſterial promiſes, in /ooſe and undefined 


claims, which every ſucceſſive adminiſtration have explained“ 


their own way, and ſcarcely any two of the members of the 
preſent ſeem to be agreed in. As the doctrine of uncondi- 
tional ſubmiſſion, avowed by the noble Lord alluded to, as 

nf nce repeated in this Houſe by 
perſons who, though not in reſponſible offices, are nearly con- 
nected with thoſe in power, another view I had in ſubmitting 
the preſent motion to your Lordſhips, was to induce mi- 
niſters to ſpeak out, to ſay fairly whether their long ha- 
rangues on intended reconciliation and conciliation, their de- 
terminations to concede in ſome particulars, are all forgot- 
ten, or laid aſide never again to be taken up; and whether 
they have any meaſures, ſhort of unconditional ſubmiſſion to 
propoſe. Should they chuſe to be filent on this head, and 
in conſequence thereof rejeC this propoſition, I ſhall then 
underſtand them as perfectly and clearly as if they had ſpoke 
out. I ſhall then be fully convinced that unconditional ſub- 
miſſion is what they have ultimately in view; that the bloody 
conflict, I fear, long determined on, will follow; and that the 


'preſent diſpute between both countries 1s finally to be de- 


cided by the force of arms. Before I conclude this head, I 
ſhould wiſh to be underſtood that I cannot pay the leaſt at- 
tention to any explanation, purporting that the objects pur- 
ſucd by adminiſtration have been the fame from the begin- 
ning; that they are ſtill willing to ſheathe the ſword, and 


liſten to the terms of accommodation, Such a concluſion is 


abſurd and impoſſible in the nature of things, The ſpeech, 
I allow, held out this idea; the propoſition called the con- 
ciliatory propoſition, framed by a noble Lord-in the other 
Houſe, was, it 1s plain, owt of unconditional 2 
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The bill for interdicting all commerce with Americz 
known by the name of the capture act, had a clauſe to- 
wards the latter end of it, which correſponded with the in- 
tentions declared in the ſpeech. By this clauſe a power was 
veſted in the King to appoint commiſſioners to treat with the 
colonies to receive ſubmiſhons and to grant pardons. I was 
not prelent at the time this bill was debated on the ſecond 
reading ; but though the ſyſtem which appears now to go- 
vern adminiſtration, was not then openly avowed, it 1s plain 
that the —_ [ ſuppoſed to mean Lord Mansfield] who ad- 
viſed or framed this clauſe, and who, I preſume, has had the 
chief hand in directing and adviſing the preſent meaſures from 
their commencement, by his perſonal influence, though not 
called by his office to a participation of this ſpecies of power, 
had a view to that unconditional ſubmiſſion which is now con- 
tended for, I was in the country when this act firſt came to 
my hands, and on comparing the King's ſpeech with the 
clauſe, I muſt own I was aſtoniſhed. What does the clauſe 
ſay? That commiſſioners are to be appointed, and that is all, 
What are they to do? To receive ſubmiſſions. Does it ſtate 
what conditions, or indeed provide for any condition at all ? 
Have the commiſſioners the leaſt ſhadow of power by this act, 
to make any conceſhon whatever ? Not one ; the alternatyve 
is reſiſtance, or unconditional ſubmiſſion ; an eternal war and 
reſiſtance on one hand, till both or either party are deſtroyed; 
or that America ſhall inſtantly diſarm, ſurrender, and ſub- 
mit. On this ground, my Lords, I thought it proper to give 
an opportunity to your Lordſhips, to effectuate his Majeſty's 
gracious intentions declared in his ſpeech ; and the great 
oſtenſible object of the capture bill, which was to coerce 
America by deftroying her trade, if ſhe obſtinately perſiſted 
not to accept or agree to ſuch terms of accommodation as the 
Britiſh Parliament, in conjunction with his Majeſty, might 


think moſt conducive to the ſecuring the claims of this coun- 


try, the ſubordinate conſtitutional rights of America, and the 
future permanent happineſs and interefts of both. It 1s ſole- 
ly to obtain thoſe very deſirable objects, that I have this day 
troubled your Lordſhips. If your Lordſhips ſhould not think 
proper to propoſe any ultimatum, this motion will have this 


very ſalutary effect; it will furniſh America with an oppor- ' 


tunity of preventing the preſent calamities, which they muſt 
in all events unayoidably feel, it will give them an oppor- 
runity of averting that cloud which hangs ſuſpended over 
their heads and threatens them with deſtruction; it will be 1e 
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; fair and equitable experiment, by way of warning; and if 


they ſhould either refuſe to offer any propoſition, or tender 


uch *. as are inconſiſtent with the dignity and rights of 
mis legiſlature, and to the intereſts of the empire at large, it 
rin produce this other very important and beneficial conſe- 
; Wauence; it will unite this country in ſupport of meaſures, which 
re far from being univerſally approved; and vindicate the ju- 
ice and honour of the nation, not only in the opinion of its 
\ Wown ſubjects, but in that of all Europe. 
As to the policy of the preſent conflict, I ſhall ſay very 
> Whittle, having before ſo frequently expreſſed myſelf on the 
ubject. But I think adminiſtration ſhould have the moſt 
t fall and inequivocal proofs of the diſpoſition of foreign po- 


vers before they blindly ruſhed into a civil war. I have 


4 

been a conſiderable time converſant in matters of this kind. 
> Wl know the ſtreſs that ought to be laid on the language uſually 
eld by ambaſſadors. I know what credit ought to be given 
> to the general aſſurances of foreign courts. I am convinced 
+ Wibey are very little to be relicd on, if not accompanied and 
ſtrengthened by confidential engagements, and a thorough 
knowledge of the ſtate and condition of thoſe countries, from 
which we have moſt to dread : not from their pacific decla- 
rations ſo much as from their known inability to injure. The 
former may ſerve, nay, experience in all ages has proved too 
frequently, has ſerved, only to amuſe and deceive, The lat- 
ter, therefore, in my opinion, can only promiſe that kind of 
feurity, which a wiſe miniſter will always demand before he 
undertakes any meaſure which may expoſe or render the na- 
tion vulnerable to its natural enemies. The powers, my 
Lords, which I allude to, are thoſe of France and Spain. 
None of your Lordſhips can be ignorant that they are now 
collecting a great naval and military force to be employed 
omewhere ; and I think it my duty to ſtate to your Lord- 
ſhips a piece of information which I have little reaſon to 
doubt, and which, if true, muſt be the ſubject of great and 
juſt alarm to your Lordſhips, and point out the caution and 
reſerve with which any general aſſurances received by our 
miniſters ought to be depended on or truſted to. The in- 
ormation, my Lords, is ſhortly this; that two French gen- 
tlemen, towards the cloſe of laſt ſummer, went to America, 
and had a conference with General Waſhington at the Pro- 
inctal camp, who referred them to the continental congreſs, 
rhither they immediately repaired, On the whole, my 
Lords, whether you conſider the preſent meaſures in the light 
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of humanity, equity, or ſound policy, I truſt that your 


ſtrength of the houſe of Bourbon. 
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Lordſhips will agree with me, that the means of conciliation n- 
are ſtill within our reach, and that nothing but the moſt ur. Nou 

nt neceffity ſhould compel us to embrue our hands in the the 
blood of our fellow ſubjects, at the riſque of ruining ouſt 
commerce, and of involving ourſelves in a war with the united de 


For this purpoſe his Grace moved © That an humble addre; 

be preſented to his Majeſty, beſeeching him, that in order to 
revent the further effuſion of blood, and to manifeſt how de- 
rous the King of Great-Britain and his Parliament are toe 
reftore peace to all parts of the dominions of his Majeſty e 
crown, and how earneſtly they wiſh to redreſs any real grie 
yances of his Majeſty's ſubjects, his Majeſty would be gra. 
ciouſly pleaſed to iſſue a proclamation, declaring, that if the 
colonies, within a reaſonable time before or after the arri 
yal of the troops deſtined for America, ſhall preſent a pe 
tition to the commander in chief, or to the commiſſioner, oſffurr 
commiſſioners, to be appointed under the act for preventin 
all trade and intercourſe with the ſeveral colonies, thereid af 
mentioned; ſetting forth in ſuch petition, which is to be 
tranſmitted to his Majeſty, what they confider to be their jul 
Tights and real grievances ; that in ſuch cafe his Majeſty wi 
conſent to a ſuſpenſion of arms ; and that his Majeſty has au 
thority from his Parliament, to aſſure them that ſuch thenif 
petition, ſhall be received, conſidered, and anſwered,” in 
The Earl of Dartmouth. The noble Duke having alludeſ ste 
to me perſonally, makes it neceſlary for me to ſay a fel. 
words, as to my own particular ſentiments. His Grace ha 
quoted my words, in a former debate, to ſhew what was m 
eo opinion, and how far adminiſtration had changed the! | 
ce I quitted the office I had then the honour to fill. Fog®*n 
my part, I do not at all doubt but the expreſſion adverted to 
might have fallen from me; nor do I mean to diſavow it nou 
My opinion both then and now, was, that it was neither ti 
intereſt of this country, nor the wiſh of Great Britain, 
make a conqueſt of America. If that be what the noble Dull 


means by unconditional ſubmiſſion, I am ſure I ſhould b e to 
far from approving of it; but if unconditional ſubmiſſion biſ th ; 
a reſolution on our part, not to ceaſe hoſtilities till Ameriuct, 
ſubmits fo far as to acknowledge the ſupreme authority « * 

e Na 


this country, I am ſtill conſiſtent; for I ever was, and er 
Hall be of opinion, that this country cannot, with proprietiem 
concede, nor can we, conſiſtent with the honour, dignity 

| mo 
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moſt eſſential intereſts of this country, conſent to lay down 
our arms, or ſuſpend the operations now carrying on, till 
elde Colonies own our legiſlative ſovereignty; and by acts 
of duty and obedience, ſhew ſuch a diſpoſition, as will enti- 
ge them to the favour and protection of the parent ftate. 
Beſides, I do not hold it perfectly fair or parliamentary, to 
ind a perſon to expreſſions and opinions given in one fitu- 
10 tion of affairs, when that ſituation comes to be materially 
„ MWiltered. I was willing to ſuppoſe, that the diſorders in that 
country were local, and had chiefly pervaded the hearts of an 
+ Minconſiderable number of men, who were only formidable, 
becauſe they poſſeſſed the power of factious deluſion and im- 
poſition. 1 al along expected, that the body of the people, 
ben they came to view the conſequences cloſely, and con- 
fider them attentively, would ſoon perceive the danger in 
which they were precipitating themſelves, and of courſe re- 
urn to their duty. Urged by thoſe expectations, I was 
anxious to treat them with tenderneſs, to give them every 
reaſonable indulgence ; and even to give way to their pre- 
dices, ſo far as it could be done with ſafety, What has 
uf been the conſequence ? They have treated thoſe marks of fa- 
ri our as ſo many indications of national imbecility; they 
zu lave abuſed this lenity in proportion as it has been liberally 
\enÞend affectionately exerciſed ; and they have imputed our hu- 
manity and forbearance, not to motives of tenderneſs and = 
JeFaternal affection, but to a timid backwardneſs and want of 
feilbility to aſſert our rights. The noble Duke grounds his 
ha Motion on motives of er equity, and policy. I will 
mature to contend, that neither the noble Duke, nor any 
zeinlcher Lord in this Houſe, is more warmly inclined to hu- 
Folfeane meaſures than I am. But does his Grace's motion 
to romiſe to promote humanity? I am ſure it does not; for if 
owlecre be any thing at all in the tenderneſs he has expreſſed, 
Ir the horrors he has deſcribed at the thoughts of the effu- 
a, Non of human blood, the ſureſt way to prevent a calamity, 
JulWhich I as earneſtly deprecate as any Lord in this Houſe, will 
de to ſend the armaments, now deſtined for that country, 
n HPith all poſſible expedition. Their fears may exact a con- 
erickact, which I am well perſuaded their duty or obedience: 
y ould never have inſpired. They will be convinced, that 
eye have the ability, as well as the inclination, to compel 
jet dem to acknowledge the true ſubordinate and conſtitutional 
ty lation they bear to the b So that uniting 
moith the noble Duke on the principle of humanity, but dif- 
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fering on the means, I am of opinion, that the only ſure and 
ſolid way of averting the evils of civil war, and all the dread. 
ful conſequences which ſuch a —_— and dreadful ftate 
of things would neceſſarily produce, will be to ſend ſuch 2 
force as will awe the Colonies into ſubmiſſion ; as will lay a 
laſting baſis for the future ſecurity of the conſtitutional rights 
of that country, the ſupreme legiſlative controling authority 
of this, and the general intereſts of the whole empire. In 
my opinion, every one of thoſe objects would be defeated, 
ſhould the motion now made by the noble Duke receive your 
Lordſhips' approbation. What does it import? That you 
ſhall immediately addreſs his Majeſty, that a royal proclama- 
tion be iſſued, to ſuſpend all future hoſtilities, in order to 
wait the effect ſuch a proclamation may have in America, 
Will not this be purſuing that plan of miſtaken lenity which 
has been complained of as one ſource of our preſent ſitua- 
tion? Will it not be fairly declaring that we are afraid to aſ- 
ſert our rights; or that we are conſcious of our inability to 
aſſert them? J am ſure it will have that appearance; and 
will be ſo interpreted by the people of America. I would 
further-recommend to your Lordſhips to conſider, that al- 
though the intended force ſhould be ſent out, as I hope and 
truſt it will, that will not preclude an accommodation ; it 
will not prevent us from hearkening to their propoſitions, It 
may be the means of reſtoring the Colonies to their ſenſes; 
but it will never prevent us from granting ſuch terms as we 
may deem conſiſtent with the dignity of Parliament, and the 
rights of the parent ftate, However, as the noble Duke has 
framed his motion, and fupported it by arguments which 
feem to imply an alternative of war, for the purpofe of con- 
queſt, or unconditional ſubmiſſion, I would wiſh to move the 
previous queſtion, in preference to a direct negative; and! 
will ſtate to your Lordſhips the reaſon why I prefer the for- 
mer, though [ do not at all agree with his Grace, that a ne- 
gative to his motion would ſhew that it was the intention 


or deſite of this Houſe to inſiſt on an unconditional ſubmiſ- | 


fion, in the exact terms he has deſcribed it. My reaſon is, 
left ſuch an idea ſhould get out, and prevail either here or in 


America. Nevertheleſs, if any of your Lordſhips ſhould think 


otherwiſe, I am very willing to withdraw the previous queſ- 
tion; for whether the motion is negatived in one way or the 


other, if that ſhould be the event of it, I am determined, fo 


my own part, to give it a negative; becauſe [ am convinced i 


may be productive of great evil, « breaking and interrupt 
ing the line of public meaſures already agreed on, 
| a | 


and can 
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produce no one good conſequence whatever, the matter of | 
iccommodation lying equally open on the grounds now ex- 
plained, with or without it; while, on the other hand, ſhould 
you agree to it, your Lordſhips would thereby virtually de- 
clate a diſapprobation of the meaſures now purſuing againſt 
America, or confeſs your inability to carry them into exe- 
cution. ; 3 . 1 | 
The Duke of Manchefer. The preſent ſtate of public af- Duke of 
fairs, my Lords, whether conſidered in the groſs or detail, Manchefer» 
xfords ſufficient reaſon for every man who feels for the dig- | 
nity, honour, and intereſts of his country, to be moſt ſeri- 
ouſly alarmed. The very great expence with which the pre- 
ſent meaſures muſt neceſſarily be attended; the uncertainty of 
i the real diſpoſition of foreign powers, and the preſent ſtate 
of our navy, which I am aſſured, is far from being in that 
; reſpeCtable ſituation your Lordſhips have been given to un- 
eerſtand by the noble Lord who preſides at the head of that 
ecpartment, all united, give juſt cauſe for conſidering the 
beſent queſtion, and adverting to the dangerous conſequences 
„dich may follow, in caſe your Lordſhips ſhould be inclined 
N to give it a negative. I am far from imputing any deſign in 
de noble Lord to either miſlead or miſrepreſent, I am per- 
It ſuaded his Lordſhip has AY reported whatever came 
within his own knowledge; but being obliged. to truſt, in 
moſt of the matters which he has ſubmitted to your Lord-- 
he ſhips, to the information of others, he has of courſe been 
lable to error; and if I have not been groſsly miſinformed, 
by profeſſional men, his Lordſhip's account of the ftate of 
the guardſhips, the number of men aboard them, and the 
facility of, procuring them, is indeed very far different from 
what the noble Lord has aſſerted. I am informed, for in- 
tance, that the Eagle, the very ſhip in which Lord Howe is 
ne. 2 boiſt his flag, bas not above ninety able ſeamen aboard her, 
: ind that ſeveral of the frigates and ſhips of war, deſtined, or 
\-c Which have failed for America, have either been obliged to 
. Proceed on their reſpective voyages very indifferently manned, 
1 in er that that alacrity and ardour which the noble Lord told 
s of, is not founded in fact; for the men who were ſnipped 
of. Pboard thoſe veſſels deſtined for immediate ſervice, were 
" pbliged to be taken from aboard the guardſhips, to complete 
heir complements, which is the very contrary of what his 
edLordſhip aſſerted the laſt day this matter was made the ſub- 
upt- Net of converſation. This brings me to conſtder another 
Ebertion made by his Lordſhip, Which is, that the deficiency 
duct board the guardſhips was occafioned by the defire of the 
Vorl. IV, 3 f ſeamen 
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ſeamen to be ſhipped aboard the men of war deſtined for the 
American ſervice. How could that poſſibly be the caſe, if 
in the firſt inſtance the complements of theſe laſt were to be 
made up out of the former; and if the drafts, along with the 
deficiency ſtated in the complements of the former, were now 
no greater than before the drafts were made ? But, my Lords, 
1 believe neither will be found to be the caſe. I believe the 
deficiency aboard the guardſhips will be found to be conſi- 
derably greater than his Lordſhip has ſtated ; and further, 
that the crews are compoſed of men, who ſhould never be en- 
tered aboard our men of war. If I am rightly informed, 
ſmall as the numbers are, that is not the worſt of it; the 
crews are compoſed of landſmen, in much too great a pro- 
portion, of vagrants, and, I fear, of convicted felons, [ 
ſhould be glad to be ſet right; but if it be true, it is a moſt 
melancholy and alarming circumſtance. ' The navy, my 
Lords, is our only ſure bulwark againſt our foreign ene. 
mies; particularly as we have been obliged to part with the 
greateſt part of our military defence, in order to carry the 
preſent propoſed meaſures into execution. If then, in caſe 
of any emergency, an attack ſhould be made on us in our 
preſent weak ſtate of internal and naval defence, the conſe- 
quences might be indeed dreadful. That we have no reaſon 
to reſt in a ſtate of ſecurity, my Lords, I am well convinced. 
J have good reaſon to believe that France and Spain are me- 
ditating ſome blow againft us. The matter alluded to by the 
noble Duke who made the motion, I have reaſon to think i; 
too true. I heard it above a month ago, and ſhould have 
imparted it to your Lordſhips before now, had not I waited 
to have heard it communicated by adminiſtration. I pre- 
ſumed they would have informed your Lordſhips of the mat- 
ter, and either have ſtated their reaſons for paying it no atten- 
tion, or have told you what ſteps they had taken in conſequence 
thereof, in order to bring France to an explanation. I would 
likewiſe remind your Lordſhips, that great preparations are 
going on in France and Spain, both by ſea and land. It may 


de ſaid, that another attempt is intended to be made on Al- 


giers; or that the diſputes ſubſiſting between Spain and Por 
tugal, in South-America, may be the object of this arma- 
ment. The former may be the caſe; but if the force now 


collecting in thoſe countries, ſhould be deſtined againſt Por- 


tugal, your Lordſhips will pleaſe to recollect what was aſſert- 
ed in a former debate, by a noble Earl whom I have in my 
eye, pan Rochford] not now in office, but who then oc- 
cupied a high and reſpectable poſt in * that g 
| ; ortugal 
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Portugal ſhould be attacked, we muſt neceſſarily be made 
parties in the war, and be bound to afford her every aſſiſt- 
ance in our power, In ſhort, my Lords, uniting all the 
cauſes, circumſtances, and probable events, which firſt 
created, or may be conſequent of the preſent diſpute, I am 
heartily for agreeing with the motion made by the noble 


Duke; and am for giving the Colonies an opportunity af re- 


turning to their duty, both as a ſecurity to their conſtituti- 
onal rights, ahd as a means of preventing the calamities _ 
part of this empire is threatened with, in caſe we ſhould perſi 
in carrying our preſent ruinous, unjuſt, and oppreſſive de- 
ſigns into execution, | 


The Earl of nn I did not intend to trouble your Earl of 
Lordſhips on the ſubje& of this debate, had not I been parti- $9n4wich. 


cularly called on by the noble Duke who ſpoke laſt, and 
who, I can ſafely affirm, is either materially miſtaken in 
every fact he has ſtated, or has drawn concluſions which his 
Grace was by no means warranted, in every inſtance where 


his aſſertions had any ground or colour of reality to ſupport ' 


him, I am extremely ſorry that my noble relation, before 
he hazarded any charges of the nature now brought forward, 
did not conſult me, as I could eaſily and ſatisfactorily have 
ſet him right, and convinced him that he had been groſsly 
miſinformed. I am pretty well ſatisfied, I may venture to 
ſay I know the quarter his Grace has had the information he 
has now ſtated, and ſo earneſtly urged. The authors are 
known by their daily writings in the papers, by their ſpeeches 


in another place, by the general tenor of their diſcourſes, 


and by the motions they have made; but I will tell 


the noble Duke what perhaps he is ignorant of, that thoſe 


men are ſuperficial, uninformed, and that every effort they 
have made to diſparage the conduct of that board, at which I 
have the honour to preſide, has only exhibited proofs of their 
total ignorance, their rancour, and their perſonal ſpleen. 


The noble Duke fays, he has received hig information from 


profeſſional men. I beg, however, that his Grace, previous 
to his giving truſt to ſuch aſſertions and ſuch reaſonings, will 
ſend thoſe profeſſional men to me, when I promiſe to convince 


them that they know nothing at all of the matter. The no- 
ble Duke ſpeaks of the Arethuſa, the Romney, the Eagle, 


&c. being at preſent unable to proceed to ſea, on account of 


their being defective in their complements. By the laſt re- 
turns I have received of the ſtate of thoſe ſhips, I am au- 
thorized to ſay his Grace has been miſtaken in point of fact 
in every one of them, But ſuppoſing the facts were true, 
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what would it prove? That perhaps from the eſtabliſhed 
uſage of the ſervice, the men were changed from one ſhip to 
another, according as circumſtances hs ſuch an arrange. 
ment neceſſary: but will it prove the only matter that can 


poſſibly deſerve diſcuſſion or enquiry, that any one ſhip, ſince 


the commencement of the preſent naval armaments and ope- 
rations, has been detained a ſingle day for want of hands? 
The noble Duke ſays, that the 3 aboard which ſhip the 
noble Lord [Lord Howe] the firft in command, is to hoiſt 


his flag, ſtands in this predicament. Were the fact ſtrictly 


true, as he has reported, I make no doubt but the popularity 
of the noble Lord, and the deſire of ſerving under fo able and 
amiable a commander, would ſoon procure a number ſuf- 
ficient to make up the deficiency the noble Duke has ſtated, 
As to the general aſſertion on which his Grace has inſiſted, 
that the ſcarcity of ſeamen is ſo great, that we have been 
obliged to have recourſe to the expedient of ſupplying it by 
entering vagrants and convicted felons, I am ſure nothing 
of the kind has happened; and I ſhould be extremely averſe 
to adopting ſuch a ſcheme, or countenancing any mode of 
manning our navy under any circumſtance of neceſſity what- 
ever that might lead to the diſguſting ſa uſeful and brave a 
ſet of men; beſides, I think it would be very improper on 
many accounts; it would be the means of corrupting 
their morals, which, with me, ſhall always continue to be 


one of the prime objects of my care to prevent, as long 


as 1 ſhall have the honour to remain in my preſent ſituation. 
Our ſeamen are, in general, men of very commendable con- 
duct, and remarkable good morals, ſo long as they remain on 
board, If they-are diflipated when on ſhore, the conſequences 
of their diſſipation ſeldom reach further than ſpending their 
money in riot, &c. which has this good effect in reſpect of 
the ſervice, that when their money is ſpent they return to 
their ſhips with chearfulneſs, their means of living on land 


being at an end. What, then, would be the probable con- 


ſequence, ſhould vagrants and felons be permitted aboard his 


Majeſty's ſhips of war; but that the moſt profligate and aban- 
doned of their ſpecies would mix with the whole body of 
ſeamen, and contaminate their morals; render them remiſs 


and careleſs of their duty while on board, and when on ſhore 
inſtruct them in their iniquitous modes of obtaining ſub- 
ſiſtence ? All which, whether conſidered in a political or a 
moral light, or as being injurious to the ſervice in general, 


are matters that ought to be carefully attended to and pre- 
- yented, On this account I think the preſervation of the 
-mopals of the ſeamen is a matter of no ſmall conſequence. [ 


hays 


— 
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have been always attentive to it. I do not believe that any 
felons or men of notorious bad characters have been entered; 
1 am ſureſif they have, it has been without my knowledge; 
| WH nor ſhould I concur in any ſcheme of the kind, had I been 
previouſly conſulted, Taking, however, the facts thrown 
out by the noble Duke in another light, what do they amount 
to, allowing them to be true? I am within your Lordſhips? 
recollection, that I aſſerted in a former debate, that the full 
complements of the twenty guard-ſhips. amounted to 6800 
men; that there were but 6300 men actually on the books; 
that conſequently there was a deficiency of Fo ſeamen ; and 
that that number could be eaſily procured, or in caſe of ac- 
tual or ſudden emergency, almoſt inſtantaneouſly completed 
by a preſs. Do the preſent facts contradict what I then ſub- 
mitted to your Lordſhips on this ſubject? I ſtated a defi- 
ciency, I informed your Lordſhips of the facility of procur- 
ing men, of which Chaves had daily experience, adding at the 
ſame time, that in caſe of a ſudden neceſſity of ſending the 
ſhips to ſea, a preſs would furniſh me with the means of pro- 
viding againſt any poſſible exigency that could ariſe, Though 
I ſpeak of a preſs, I do not think we ſhall have any occaſion 
for one. When I ſpoke laſt on this ſubject, I ſaid I believed 
we ſhould not, nor have I had any reaſon fince to change my 
opinion ; but I did not then bind myſelf to any poſitive en- 


CY c— 9 A 


as far from thinking that they will, but I by no means tie 
myſelf down to unconditional promiſe that they will not. I 
repeat what I have ſaid before frequently, that nothing but ne- 
ceſſity will oblige me, and that neceſſity ſeems as far diſtant as 
erer. I would avoid it if poſſible. Preſſing, my Lords, is attend- 
td with great ſeverity and uncommon hardſhip; nothing can be 
more dreadful than to tear an uſeful member of ſociety from his 
amily and his deareſt connections, when probably his induftry 
nd protection is moſt wanted. I have often turned my thoughts 
to the ſubject, and hope in the end to be able to perfect ſome 
is Wcheme which will render preſſing of ſeamen entirely unneceſ- 
- Wiry. I have already had ſome experience that the uſual mode 
of f procuring men is moſt certainly defective; and while I wiſh 
is W explain myſelf, I am glad to have an opportunity of ſpeak- 
re Wig of the worth and merit of two very deſerving officers ; 
- Pne of them a near relation to a noble Earl, whom I now 
a fe in his place [Lord Abercorn]; the gentleman I allude to 
l, ¶ captain Hamilton; the other, captain Pownall, who, with 
z- fortune of 100,000). without any temptation to go ſea, but 
, Mat was inſpired by a ſenſe of duty and the juſtice of the 
| NETS cauſe: 
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behaving well under a perſon from whom he is taught to ex- i jc 


ment to the captains appointed to the command of ſhips to 


| ſuch a mode of expediting the naval} armaments have been 


more to add on this head before I fit down, and that is, to 


S$ 
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cauſe ; both thoſe officers tendered their ſervices unaſked ; and 
both of them, without any application for aſſiſtance from the 
admiralty, procured their complements within a few days, ſo 
as to be ready to proceed to ſea; one of them, I believe, in 
leſs than a fortnight, and that purely by entering men at ren- 
dezvous-houfes to ſerve aboard their reſpective veſſels. Such 
a mode of procuring men creates a confidence and protec- 
tion between the commanding officer and the ſeamen. The 
former is in ſome meaſure bound to act tenderly and humanely 
to the man who gives him the preference of ſerving under 
him; and the latter will find his intereſt and duty unite, in 


, ! 


n 


& every preſent reaſonable indulgence, and future favour, 
Theſe, and ſome other inſtances of a ſimilar nature, which B 
have come to my knowledge, have enabled me to point out 1 
one thing that might, in my opinion, be the means of fur-f ta: 
thering the naval ſervice; that is, truſting leſs to the affiſtancel po 
of the admiralty board, and giving every poſſible encourage- 


complete their own crews. Jam ſure the happy effects o 


felt in the two inſtances I now allude to, as well as in ſome 
others I Have forborne to mention. I have only one word 


explain, on a general ground, the little conſequence the de 
ficiencies, which have been fo pompouſly magnified, and (: 
ſeriouſly inſiſted on by the noble Duke, can be of to the 
ſervice, We will ſuppoſe a ſhip is ordered for ſuch a ſer 
vice; while therefore ſhe is preparing, her crew may be de 
fective; but as ſoon as ſhe is under orders for ſailing, the de] ten, 
ficiency is ſoon made up in the manner now mentioned, of oſte 
men are taken from the guardſhips, or from other veſſel allu 
that are not in ſuch a ſtate of forwardneſs; and ſo it hapi var 
pens ſucceſſively as occaſion requires, without injuring or in, u 
peding the ſervice in any degree whatever. The noble Du tie 
ſays, that the foreign troops having marched to the place q ſon 
embarkation, and not finding the tranſports ready to receiv, _ 
them, have been obliged to return to their quarters. I bei the | 
lieve his Grace has been equally 5 and miſled i of le 
this, as well as in every other inſtance. I am certain tg 
fact is not ſo, and I will tell his Grace that at no time h cab! 
the tranſport ſervice been more expeditiouſly conducted; i 8 


I am certain that it was never known in this country that [hip 


many tons of ſhipping were procured within ſo ſhort a time . 
and what rendered this circumſtance the more extraordinaſ i . a 
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was, the extreme ſeverity of the weather, which, by the re- 


who made the motion, has founded it on motives of huma- 
„ nity, equity, and ſound policy. To the firſt I ſhall only ſay, 
e that the prefent meaſures, if ſteadily purſued, will, to every 
ſubſtantial purpoſe, anſwer the ends of humanity, and be the 
er moſt effectual means of preventing the effuſion of human 
in blood. In point of equity, I am ſure the motives for re- 
- Jecting his Grace's motion are equally ſtrong, unleſs we con- 
r. ſent to ſurrender the moſt eſſential and ſacred rights of the 
en Britiſh legiſlature. And as to the policy and expediency, 
ut 1 will venture to ſay, that the noble Duke is no leſs miſ- 
r- taken; for as we have the right, ſo I truſt we have the 
ce power to aſſert that right, and will be able to convince the 
e- Americans, that our ability will be made no leſs conſpicuous 
to than the juſtice of our claims, the humanity we have mani- 
off feſted in the manner we have aſſerted them, and the mea- 
ſures we mean to purſue in their maintenance and ſupport. 


ſeems to doubt, or is willing to explain away, the expreſ- 
hon alluded to by the noble Puke who made the motion. I 
recolle& his Lordſhip's words preciſely : I took a note of 
them at the time, and they were, that it was the inten- 


force of arms to 7 America.“ This, my Lords, I con- 
tend, was the idea thrown out in the ſpeech; and was the 
oſtenſible object of the clauſe the laſt mentioned noble Duke 
alluded to; though l. e coincide with his Grace, that 
war alone for the purpoſe of ſubduing America, lay conceal- 
ed under that clauſe, as now manifeſtly appears. hat does 
the clauſe import? Does it contain any one fpecific provi- 
fon whatever? Is it not rather a looſe, indefinite jumble of 
ei words, meaning nothing, or at leaſt nothing but to veſt in 

the Crown a power of Þofing of the rights of\Parliament; 


i Mfty, ſhould the ſcheme of coercing America prove impracti- 
able, all the credit of any conceſſion Parliament might 
„I bereafter be diſpoſed to agree to. I would defire your Lotd- 
Iſhips to turn to the claute, and ſee the condition on which 

any meaſure of conciliation is to reſt: * whenever any pro- 
Jrince, &c. ſhall ſhew a diſpoſition to return to their duty.“ 

How is this diſpoſition to be known? Not by the Congrefs, 


for 


turns made to me, had put a ſtop to all work and buſineſs for 
a fortnight, during the time of the froſt. The noble Duke 


tion of adminiftration to relax and conciliate, and never by 


d Jof leaving Parliament all the odium ; and giving his Maſe- 


231 


The Duke of Richmond, The noble Earl who lately pre- puke of 
fided at the head of a certain department [Lord Dartmouth | Richmerd. 
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| for you have refuſed to treat with them; not with any par- ſe 
ticular deſcription of men, for there can be none legally en- I > 
titled to anſwer further than themſelves are concerned. 1 
There are no aſſemblies in being. Who then can you treat MW 
with, but with individuals whom you mean to detach from h 
- their countrymen, in order, by holding out offers of pardon, - 
| to create diviſions ; and by eifecting that, forwarding your ll - 
ſchemes of either ſimple conqueſt or unconditional ſubmiſ- 
fion? But I do aſſure your Lordſhips, that this ſcheme, 15 
bovever artfully planned, or deeply laid, will meet with the IM * 
ſame fate of all the reſt. The people, ſo as to anſwer the 
ends you propoſe, will never permit themſelves to be duped, 
It will be received as the propoſition made to the Congreſs Wl : * 
by one of the [Sir Grey Cooper | members of + 0 
tion in the other Houſe was. is will never effect what 20 
the hundred thouſand pounds offered by that gentleman to 
the Congreſs, if they would agree to the noble Lord's con- 
ciliatory propoſition, failed to do. Every offer, however © oh 
covertly made, muſt be diſcloſed at laſt. That is the con- f 
. ſtitution of the Congreſs. They were obliged to impart to 
! their conftituents, that they refuſed the money ; and that 
| inſidious propoſition, though ſhort of the ſyſtem now pur- mi. 
| ſuing, met with that degree of diſregard and contempt it MW... 
deſerved. But ſuppoſing that the Congreſs had conſented, 
| do your Lordſhips imagine, thatthe people would have ſub- N of 
| mitted to ſuch ignominious terms? I am certain they would 192 
= not. The, Congreſs is a temporary fluctuating body, choſen II b. 
| for a certain term; and as the people found that the point ger 
1 in iſſue, had the Congreſs aſſented, would have been virtu- fun 
: ally ſurrendered, it is probable they would have appointed N och 
i other delegates, who would have undone every thing that I the 
[ had been agreed to by their predeceſſors, for they would ne- the 
ver acquieſce in a mandate which ſays you ſhall tax your- N hav 
ſelves, you ſhall colle& thoſe taxes, and ſend the produce to I Hir 
be depoſited in the Britiſh treaſury ; and we do at the ſame te 
time . reſerve to ourſelves not only the negative of diſap- pon 
proving of the quantum, but likewile the right of taxing you cou 
- in any manner, or to any extent, we may hereafter think c;, 
proper. The noble Earl, my Lords, who ſpoke laſt, has, in I ma; 
my opinion, made uſe of a very preſumptuous expreſſion in I mat 
reply to the noble Duke who ſpoke immediately before him, N able 
He tells his Grace not only that he is totally miſtaken and I the 
M miſinformed, but ſuppoſing him to have received his infor · ¶ ped 
mation from profeſſional men, deſires him to ſend ay” pu 5 
| 10 
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feſſional men to him, and that he will convince tliem of their 
ignorance, and that they know nothing at all of the matter, 
This, I confeſs, is a language J have been hitherto unaccuſtom- 
ed to; I always imagined that profeſſional men were ſuppoſed 
to know ſomething of their profeſſion; I always thought 
that in undertakings of an important and arduous nature, 
they were conſulted, I never expected to have heard fo re- 
ſpectable a body condemned in the lump, and included in a 
general charge of 1gnorance and incapacity. If the noble 
Earl is ſerious, I think this fact ought to be one reaſon for 
our deſiſting from our preſent deſign; for if the charge be 
true, who ſhall we have to carry it into execution ? Or, tak- 
ing it 5 another light, if the talents and knowledge of pro- 
feſſional men are held ſo cheap and in ſo much contempt, 
and that the noble Earl has only relied on his on judgment, 
which, however tranſcendent in other reſpects, I cannot put 
in competition with thoſe who have devoted their whole 
lives to a profeſſion, I am not at all ſurprized that all our 
operations have hitherto miſcarried. The noble Earl has 
denied that vagrants or convicted felons have been entered 
and entertained aboard his Majeſty's ſhips of war; but I can, 
partly from my own knowledge, contradict his Lordſhip an 
this aſſertion, As lord lieutenant of the county of Suſſex, I 
received an order from the privy council, ſigned by the 
noble Earl in the blue ribbon [Lord Gower] as prefident 
of that council, defiring me to cauſe the laws in being 
apainſt yagrants, &c. to be carried into. effectual execution. 
[ believe there is not one of your Lordſhips who are ſtran- 
gers to the intended operation and effect of this order, or 
ſuppoſe that the proclamation alluded to was iſſued for any 
other purpoſe but to purſue the objects of the law, by cauſing 
the perſons apprehended under it to be put aboard the ſhips 
then fitting out, and which, whatever the noble Earl may 
have aſſerted to the contrary, I amywell ſatisfied, were de- 
tained for want of hands, from procecding to the places of 
their reſpective deſtinations. The noble Earl ſpeaks very 
pompouſly- of the power, ſtrength, and reſources of this 
country. , He may be right; but I think we have not yet 
given any great proof of thoſe, except in the liberahty, I 
may fay the profuſion, of our grants. His Lordſhip ſays, 
that our abilities have not been at all exerted ;z that we are 
able to employ and provide ten times a greater force than 
the preſent. ; His Lordſhip is, I confeſs, very fruitful in ex- 
pedients ; but I ſuſpect he has, in this inſtance, aſſerted 
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more a good deal than he will be able to make good. By 


the votes of the other Houſe I perceive, that fix millions, 
or thereabouts, has been already granted for the ſervice of 


che preſent year, in which 1s included, even for laſt year, 


nearly a million for extraordinaries. Now, without com- 
puting what the probable expence of the extraordinaries of 
this year will be, when four times the number of land- 
forces, beſides the very formidable fleet the noble Earl has 
entertained us with an account of, are to be * I 
juſt confine the expence to what is already granted. I would 


| then aſk the noble Earl whether he ſeriouſly thinks that we 


are able to raiſe ſixty millions? for his aſſertion goes exact 

to that; or ſuppoſing that we were, whether it wouldgge wiſe, 
prudent, or politic, to involve us in a fituation which might 
render ſuch.an exertion of our ftrength neceſſary? It is, my 
Lords, on account of our defenceleſs ftate at home, the 
heavy expence the proſecution of a war at ſo great a diftance 
muſt coſt, the deluge of blood which muſt of courſe be ſpent 
in ſuch a quarrel, the fear of an attack from our foreign 
enemies, but above all, the injuſtice of the cauſe, that I am 


for heartily agreeing with the noble Duke's motion, as a 


means of preventing all thoſe accumulated evils with which 


wee are threatened, I truſt, ſhould your Lordſhips agree to it, 


it would produce all the happy effects ſo ably ſtated by the 


noble Duke; and I, for one, am free to declare, that ſhould 
the Colonies perſiſt, and refuſing to enter into terms of ac- 


commodation, claim rights deſtructive of the ſovereignty of 
this empire, as one great political body, I ſhould thence- 
forward be filent in their behalf, and ſhould be as earneſt 2s 
the moſt zealous of your Lordſhips, in compelling them to 
that ſpecies of ſubmiſſion in which the ſtrength and power 
of this country, and all its dependencies, moſt eſſentially de- 
725 Before I fit down, as perhaps it may be the laſt time 
may have an opportunity of addreffing myſelf to the right 
reverend bench on this occafion, I ſhall ſay a word or twe 
to their Lordſhips, It is true I have been as yet rather un- 
ſucceſsful in my appeals to that quarter; but when to the 
motives of humanity, and all the ſanctions arifing from a 
love of peace and an abhorrence to the effuſion of blood, | 
hall add the confiderations of their Lordſhips' own perſonal 
concerns, I flatter myſelf, I ſhall be heard with greater at 
"tention by the right reverend body. It is poſſible, my Lord 


mat in the preſent confſict, while both parties are warmlEpret! 
ontending, the conſtitution may be deſtroyed, the right 
| | and 


Fextenſive knowledge of many of thoſe brave and experienced 
eamen alluded to, who would do honour to any profeſſion, 


and liberties of the people may be annihilated, or another re- 
volution may happen, and the government may be over- 
thrown, In the latter event, what will probably be the con- 
ſequence ?—but that in ſuch a ſtate of things, you, my 
Lords, the Biſhops] may a ſecond time fall a victim to the 
tage of the people. The golden prebends, the rich dean- 
ries, the overgrown biſhopricks, may be ſacrificed to appeaſe 
the wrath, and gratify. the expectations of the prevailing 
party. This may be the caſe, ſhould the conſtitution be 
overthrown, and 1t has always been in this country a con- 
ſoquence of bad government. Our rulers have firſt pro- 
voked the people, the conſtitution has been violated, attempts 
have been made on their parts to ſupport thoſe violations, 
and the people have generally prevailed in the ſtruggle; ſo that 
the event has been, whether the rights of the people have been 
vindicated or invaded, the government has been diſſolved. It 
is on this account I now particularly addreſs myſelf to the right 
reverend bench, to remind them of their real fituation, and to 
warn them of the conſequences of a ſtate of civil confuſion, 
as they perhaps will be the firſt and moſt material ſufferers. 
The Earl of Sandwich, I beg your Lordſhips' indulgence Earl of 

to be permitted to explain myſelf, relative to what the noble Sandwich. 
Duke who ſpoke laſt has imputed to me. I never arraigned 
the abilities of profeſſional men in general ; I never defired 
that they might be ſent to me, to inſtruct them. What I 
both ſaid and meant, my Lords, was, that the noble Duke 
was miſinformed ; that if he had his information from pro- 
feſſional men, I knew who they were; I knew they were 
ſuperficial, and as ſuch recommended to his Grace, to ſend 
thoſe profeſſional men to me, and I would convince them 
that they were ignorant, and knew nothing at all of the mat- 
ter, I am therefore in your Lordſhips judgment, and ap- 
peal to your Lordſhips' candour, whether my words literally 
or ſubſtantially admitted of ſuch an interpretation as the 
noble Duke has put upon them; I am ſure they did not; 
for as no man has a higher eſteem for the profeſhon, no per- 
on can be more perfectly convinced of the very accurate and 


or any ſervice, | | 

The Earl of Dartmouth. I cannot think that the noble xar1 of 
Duke who ſpoke laſt, had the leaſt intention of miſ-ſtating Parma. 
my words, in a former debate, His Grace generally 1s 


Nretty accurate; but J do however aſſure your Lordſhips, 
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1 that he has imputed ſentiments to me, which I never en- . 
tertained, and for which I am alone obliged to his Grace's in 
ingenuity, who has exerciſed the miraculous power of tranſ- ar 
forming what I ſaid on the occaſion alluded to, to ſome- ri 

thing on the whole extremely different from what it was my if of 

wiſh and intention at the tune to expreſs. an 

Earl of The Earl of Hillſborough. I was not preſent in the Houſe W to 
Hilſftorongh when the noble Duke, who made the motion, adverted to me ¶ co 
in a matter of explanation relative to the conduct of the N ex 

cabinet in 1769, when it was propoſed to repeal the act for I mi 

laying on the port duties in America. I have been now in, WW ad 

formed that his Grace has aſſerted he was over-ruled and pr. 
out-yoted in council ; and that I ſent him a note ſtating the lie 
tranſaction. I do not ſay that the noble Duke did not re- N wi 

ceĩve ſuch a note, but I deny that it ever came either di- I lig 

rectly or indirectly from me. The noble Duke who ſpoke I wa 

laſt, [Duke of Richmond] has again adverted to my unfor- if ye 

tunate letter, which has afforded ſuch ample matter for diſ- WW fin 

cuſſion both in this and the other Houſe ; and has aflerted, ¶ ha 

That it was done with an intention of amuſing the Colonies, lf cee 

and deceiving them, There is nothing, I truſt, I would be bei 

further from being guilty of, than deceit, in any ſhape or to if of 

anſwer any purpoſe. I am certain ſuch a charge will be of 

found totally groundleſs in the preſent inſtance, I appeal to cre 

the obvious and natural conſtruction of the letter itielf ; and W tio! 

I would recommend to ſuch of your Lordſhips as may here- il cef 

after think it worth your while to take notice of it, to firſt I fa: 

defire it to be read, in order that the Houſe may be enabled I giſl 

to judge for themſelves, and not be miſled by any partial I WI 
interpretation of it. Such a conduct would be candid ; I am had 

ture it would be parliamentary. The words of the letter, ſo was 

far as they relate to the preſent ſubject, were, that his Ma- II w 

jeſty's then miniſters engaged for themſelves, and deſired I feſs 

the reſpective governors to aſſure the ſeveral aſſemblies, that I linc 

it was flot the intention of this country to lay any tax on con 
America, for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue. Suppoſing I part 

then, that this promiſe were binding on all ſucceſſive admi-W imp 

trations, which I preſume will hardly be contended for, will aga 

any noble Lord in this Houſe offer to produce a ſingle in-W 2dy 

ſtance in which this promiſe has been violated or departed} full, 
x from? Has there any tax been impoſed, or duty levied, tho1 
| ſince that period? I will not trouble your Lordſhips with fcu 
any een on the right this country has to tax dien 
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known, If ſovereignty includes every thing eſſential to its 
inherent power and exerciſe, it is to the laſt degree abſurd 


and ridiculous, to diſtinguiſh between the general legiſlative - 


right to govern, direct and controul, and the partial limited 
object of taxation, which is clearly included in that right, 
and neceſſarily forms a part of it. It would ill become me 


to waſte your Lordſhips' time in purſuing the ſelf-evident. 


conſequences which flow from this principle. The point of 
expediency in the firſt outſet of this buſineſs might have ad- 
mitted of argument: the preſent ſtate of it cannot, nor will 
admit of any. The gentleman [Mr. Grenville] who firſt 
propofed the ſtamp act, ſaw this point in a very clear and able 
light, and determined to couple the maintenance of the right 
with the neceflity of obliging America to contribute to 
lighten the burdens ſhe had been acceſſary in creating. He 
was a worthy, able man, and in ſome reſpects a great many 
yet if he could have foreſeen all the conſequences that have 
fince happened, I have ſtrong reaſons to believe he would 
have defiſted from his deſign. The gentlemen who ſuc- 
ceeded him acted from principle, and were actuated by the 
beſt motives : they found that country in a ſtate little ſhort 
of civil confuſion, From a ſolicitude to preſerve the peace 
of the empire, they conſented to the repeal of the law which 
created thoſe unhappy diſturbances ; but even that admiſtra- 


tion acknowledged the principle laid down by their prede- 


eeſſors in office; for they accompanied the repeal of the 
ſtamp act, with the declaratory law, which maintains the le- 
giſlative ſupremacy of this country in all caſes whatever. 
When the duties were laid on in 1767, I did not attend, nor 
had I any hand in impoſing them; nevertheleſs, as the right 
was queftioned by America, which is the main point to which 
| would with your Lordſhips to turn your attention, I con- 
fels I was of opinion, that unleſs we reſolved entirely to re- 
linquiſh the fovereignty over that country, by no means to 
conſent to a total repeal. I ſaw the neceſſity of retaining a 
part of the duties, till America ſhould recognize the right of 


impoſing them. I ated ſtrictly up to thoſe ideas; I voted 


againſt the total repeal on that ground; and I concurred in 
adviſing and agreeing to the latter on the ſame motives. A 
full, clear, and ſpecific acknowledgment of the right, I 
thought neceſſary ; when that was perfectly and completely 
cured, I was willing to concede on the ground of expe- 
diency alone. I am ſtill of the ſame opinion, and ſhall ever 


continue to reſiſt, to the utmoſt of my power, in whatever 


form 
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form it may be brought forward, every propoſition for con- 
ceſſion or accommodation, ſhort of fabaffon and acknow- 
ledgment, ſuch as I have deſcribed ; becauſe, I am perfectly 
convinced, that if the right of taxation be ſurrendered, every 

other beneficial right of ſovereignty will ſoon follow, and 
ene in the end be totally ſeparated from this country. 

The noble Duke, on a former occaſion, expreſſed his diſ- 
approbation very, ſtrongly of the law for altering the charter 

of Maſſachuſetts Bay, paſſed the laſt year but one. For my 

part, I think the law was in every reſpect extremely neceſ- 

fary, Furſt, as to the right, becauſe every charter, from 

the very nature of the grant, is controulable and diſſolvable 

by the ſupreme legiſlature. Only reflect, my Lords, for an 

inſtant, what the conſequence would be, if the contrary were 

true? The King might grant exclufive privileges by char- 

der; be might name them in ſuch a manner as to render 

them totally independent of Parliament; and he might in 

fact, by this means, parcel out the whole empire into as many 
independent cammunities as he pleaſed. Surely, my Lords, 

ſuch an abſurdity is not to be endured. I contend, that all 

| corporations are under the controul of Parliament; that it is 
competent for Parliament to alter, amend, or abridge the 
privileges thus granted, whenever they ſee that the intereſts 
of the empire demand it. Let us, then, in maintenance of 
the general principle, make a particular application of it, as 
affecting the colony of Maſſachuſetts Bay. Towards the 
latter end of the reign of Charles the Second, a policy pre- 
vailed which I as heartily diſapprove of as any of your Lo 
ſhips, that of diſſolving charters at the mere will and plea- 
fore of the crown, or at leaſt in a mode nearly as excep- 
tionable. I believe, however, that the matter I am going 
to allude to, happened to be an exception to the general 
abuſe of the power exerciſed by that monarch. It was diſſ- 
covered, that the charter granted to Maſlachuſetts my. was 

| no more than an incorporation of certain perſons, for the 
| mere purpoſes of carrying on trade, under the deſcription of 
| a chairman and ſo many aſſiſtants; the vacancies in the lat- 
| ter to be filled up by the chairman, and the prefident's ſeat, 
when a vacancy happened, by the majority of the aſſiſtants. 

What was the conſequence 2 Why, this body of men uſurped 

all-the powers of civil government; and inſtead of a trading 
company, erected themſelves into a kind of little republic, 
diſclaiming almoſt all political relation to the parent fate. 
| AQuated by thoſe principles of republicaniſm, which have 
* 4 | 2 | prevailed 
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prevailed among them in a greater or leſſer degree ſince 
their earlieſt ſettlement in that country, the chairman ſoon 
aſſumed the name of governor, and his aſſiſtants that of a 


councii, over whom, for the reaſon before aſſigned, the King 


had no power, for he was not permitted to appoint either, 
The charter on this account was accordingly diſſolved; and 
though after the Revolution the people of that province did 
every thing in their power to obtain a renewal of it, their 
endeavours proved unſucceſsful, King William's council, 
though they had riſqued their lives and fortunes in ſupport 
of the conſtitutional liberties of their country, could never 
be prevailed upon to eſtabliſh, or renew claims ſo derogatory 
to the legiſlative rights, the ſovereign countroul, and the 
eſſential intereſts of this country. At length the people of 
New-England were obliged to ſubmit. Their country was 
divided into diftin&t governments, and the King reſerved to 
himſelf the power of appointing the governor 1n the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſetts Bay, and provided in another man- 
ner for the election of the council. So the conſtitution of 
that government ſtood at the commencement of the preſent 
diſputes, when it was found that a defect remained, which 
was very ſeverely felt, and which cauſed a continual inter- 
ruption to the carrying on of the public buſineſs. It was 
this: By King William's charter, though the appointment of 
the governor was reſerved to the Crown, the council were 
choſen by the people. By which means the governor found 
himſelf continually thwarted or over-ruled in council; con- 
quently whatever meaſures he adopted were either weak or 
nefficacious, and government became in a great meaſure uſe- 
leſs or inactive. To remedy that evil, the charter bill was 
framed and paſſed into a law. I am ſorry it was not thought 
of earlier; for I am certain if it had, none of the conſe- 
quences which are now ſo ſtrongly felt, and ſo juſtly lament- 
ed, would have ever happened. The hands of government 
would have been ſtrengthened, and the promoters of peace 
and obedience would have had it in their power to exert 
themſelves ; none of the raſh acts which gave birth to thoſe 
bills of puniſhment would have ever happened ; or if they 
had, the miſchiefs would have been corrected or ſuppreſſed 
inſtantaneouſly, and the colony, and of courſe the whole 
continent, would by this time have been in a ſtate of per- 
fe& tranquility and obedience, On the whole, my Lords, 
lo far from diſapproving with the noble Duke of the char- 
ter bill, or wiſhing it had never paſſed as a meaſure of go- 
S DN vernment, 
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vernment, all I have now to lament. is, as a means of pre- 
venting all the ill conſequences which have fince happened, 
that it was not thought of and carried into execution at a 
time, when, I will venture to affirm, it would have been pro- 
ductive of the moſt happy and ſalutary effects. 


The Lord Wycombe | Earl of Shelburne]. I came down 
this day to the Houſe with an intention of ſeconding the 
motion made by the noble Duke, becauſe I think it 1s the f 
only meaſure now left which can poſſibly extricate us from 
that inevitable deſtruction which awaits us, ſhould we ob- ; 
ſtinately continue to perſiſt in that preſent wild and ro- ; 
mantic ſyſtem of conqueſt and coercion, which I perceive is i ;, 
profeſſed by ſeveral, who, I fear, have influence enough to WM | 
cauſe the dangerous experiment to be made. I have, from. 
the very 3 of this melancholy buſineſs, been always WW , 
of opinion that a middle path might be hit on by which this 


care that his Majeſty's juſt prerogatives be maintained entin 
and undiminiſhed in all their parts. I particularly ae 


right inherent in the ſovereign, of ordering, directing, an- 


country may, be enabled to both acquit herſelf. with honour, Nes 
and yet diffuſe the bleſſings of her once benign and happy 
government to her American ſubjects, without ſacrificing 
thoſe intereſts, which I ſhall always be as jealous and as zca- g 
lous to preſerve and retain as any one of your Lordſhips; , 
meaning, however, 'to be underſtood on this clear principle, 
that the power of taxing themſelves, and the rights enjoyed 
by charter, muſt be preſerved to the Colonies inviolate. I 
ſhall ever think, that any attempt to deprive them of either 
of thoſe, will ever be no leſs unjuſt in principle, than imprac- 
ticable in the execution. I know, even after this, after con- 
ceſſion on our fide, and ſubmiſſion and confidence on theirs, 
a great deal will ſtill remain to be done. Much muſt be 
truſted to the wiſdom, integrity, and moderation of miniſters, 
They will have many great and uncommon difficulties to en- 
counter. I foreſee many of them, The diſpoſition of the 
army. in particular, I predi& will be the ſource of great 
doubt, and no ſmall -contrariety of ſentiment both here and 
in America. I however put in my claim to be underſtood 
as by no means giving up or being willing to relinquiſh the 


ſtationing the army in whatever part of this empire he ma 
think proper; and I confeſs it is with no ſmall degree of aſto 
niſhment and uneaſineſs I have heard doctrines of a very dif 
ferent nature maintained within this Houſe by ſeveral nobl: 
Lords, whoſe more peculiar buſineſs it is to watch and take 


* 
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the tranſactions in Ireland, and the language held by the 

Parliament of that kingdom. It is true, I have a very con- 

fiderable. property in Ireland, and have its intereſts ſincerely 

at heart, but nevertheleſs I would not wiſh to advance them 

at the expence of this country, Beſides, I am convinced, 
chat any partial favour granted to that kingdom, unleſs in 
points of local advantage, which do not interfere with the 
controul and ſupremacy of this, would in the end be ho real 
| WH advantage to it. If the laws againſt catholics be cruel and 
: 1 if the monopoly claimed = this country, in ſome 
inſtances, be liable to the ſame objection; if any laws are 
wanting which may encourage domeſtic induſtry and pro- 
mote cultivation, none of your Lordſhips would be readier 
to agree to any ſcheme which might conduce to ends ſo ſa- 
lutary and defirable : but when | hear it aſſerted that the 
military force of this empite 1s to be divided into ſeparate 


2 Wl eſtabliſhments, not under the immediate controul of the 
? WW bvercign ; when I hear it maintained that it is not competent 
5 Wl for his Majeſty to ſend foreigners, under the ſanction of a 


Britiſh, Parliament, into any part of the empire, for its par- 
ticular defence, or for the ſafety of the whole; when I hear 
that a certain local military eſtabliſhtnent is fixed, and, as it 
1 vere, locked up in Ireland, ſo as not to be called forth, as 

the exigences of affairs may require; I cannot forget my 
duty ſo much as to be filent, and not expreſs my moſt 
hearty diſapprobation of doctrines ſo derogatory of the pre- 
togative of the Crown, and the controuling and ſuperintend- 


immediately before your Lordſhips, I look upon it the only 
one now left for our national ſalvation. It admits of but 
dne plauſible objection, which is, that ſhould we now recede, 
it would operate as an encouragement to America to rife 
higher in her demands, on a ſuppoſition that our conceding 
t this particular criſis would induce her to conclude, that 
timidity and a conſciouſneſs of our own inability, not a love 
of juſtice, were the true motives. Granting every thing 
which may be built on this argument to have great weight, 
| would only oppoſe to it this one conſideration, urged by a 
toble Duke Richmond) in the debate, that ſhould this turn 
but to be true, it would give the friends of government ſuch 
i ſuperiority, ſuch a concurrence of hearts and hands, as 
vould be more than a ſufficient counterbalance for any in- 
tonvenience which might ariſe from the ſuſpenſion of arms 
Miropoſed by the motion now on your Lordſhipr table. On 
Vo L. IV, | 1 a | q the 


Ing power of the Britiſh Parliament, As to the queſtion. 
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ble Earl in ſome of the A he reſorted to. 
ſhip told you that no tax had 
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the whole, I can fee no ſolid objection to your Lordſhips 
agreeing to it: I perceive innumerable forcible reaſons for 
your acquieſcence. I foreſee the poſſibility, if not the ſtrong 
probability, of our being compelled to engage in a foreign 
war. I am convinced, that the preſent ſchemes of conqueſt 
and coercion are unjuſt, I am ſatisfied they are impolitic, 
and as fuch heartily unite in opinion, that the preſent mo- 
tion ought to be agreed to on every principle of humanity, 

uity, and found policy. | 
The Lord Tytteltun. Though I do not think that the no- 
ble Lords who ſupport this motion, nor any other noble 


Lord in this Houſe, have any right to defire explanations 


from miniſters, on points which ariſe and are incident to their 
offices, yet, for my own part, as the matter has been preſſed 

retty forcibly by ſeveral of the noble Lords in oppoſition, 

-ſhould be glad to know from the noble Lords in office, 
whether they have ſpecific aſſurances from the courts of Ver- 
failles and Madrid, ſufficient to give them a perfect ſecu- 
rity that this nation will not be interrupted in the preſent 


meaſures for the purpoſe of reducing our rebellious ſubjects 


in America. I urge this more for the ſake of ſtrengthening 
the hands of government, than for the mere purpoſe of in- 
formation; for I am perfectly ſatisfied, that no threats or in- 
trigues whatever ſhould prevent us from reclaiming Ame- 
rica from its preſent diſordered ſtate, and ſecuring to us in 
future its dependence and conſtitutional ſubmiſſion. But 
my motive chiefly is to remind miniſters of what has fallen 
in the courſe of this debate, leſt their ſilence may be con- 
ſtrued into a poſitive acquieſcence. The noble Earl who 
ſpoke laſt but one | Lord Hilliborough ] has exculpated him- 
felf very ably from the charge of intentional deceit, imputed 
in his circular letter ; but I am far from following that no- 
His Lord- 
een ſince 1mpoſed ; that if 
there had, it was not · impoſed by the ſame adminiſtration; 
and that very few, if any, remained in office now who were 
in office at the time the letter was written. To me, further 


than the purpoſe of mere perſonal exculpation, all this ſeems 


extremely irrelative. I cannot agree that any engagement 
or promiſe made by any adminiſtration, can be deemed bind- 
ing on your Lordſhips. For my part, I ſhall never agree, 
as a member of this Houſe, to be bound by any ſuch pro- 
miſe. I cannot conceive that it is in the power, nor within 
the province of any ſet of miniſters, however able, to com- 

pliment 
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pliment away the inherent rights of the Britiſh Parliament. 
It is incompetent to their ſituation. If the power be in the 
Parliament, as J am ſure it is, they cannot even themſelves 
ſurrender it, without a manifeſt breach of truſt. I take it 
to be a right original, coextenſive, and inalienable, not to be 
parted with or transferred. If ſo, how much leſs can Parlia- 


ment and the nation at large be bound by engagement of 


this nature made by miniſters ? I allow that the right of tax- 
ation, which 1s the leading point in diſpute, may, from mo- 
tives of expediency, be ſuſpended, or abſtained from; but I 
do contend, that it can never be abandoned intirely, becauſe 
it is eſſential to the very nature and exerciſe of civil govern» 
ment. The motion now before your Lordſhips is indeed 
ef a very extraordinary kind. What does it offer? That 
after the moſt notorious acts of violence, after the moſt pa- 
tient forbearance on our part, after giving proofs of mo- 
deration never before heard of, you are deſired to ſuſpend 
all further operations. Is this conſiſtent with the wiſdom 
and dignity of a great and powerful nation? Conſider, my 
Lords, what a figure you would cut in the eyes of all Eu- 
rope, in thoſe of your own ſubjects, in the opinion even of 
the very people for whoſe ſake the benefit is intended: 
Would not they all unite in pronouncing 1t the ſummit of 
folly, of cowardice, and national weakneſs, not lenity and 
humanity ? I am aſtoniſhed to hear the noble Lords on the 
other fide urge ſo warmly motives of humanity, in order to 
induce your Lordſhips to agree with the preſent propoſi- 
tion, Are there any people under heaven have acted more 
inhumanely than thoſe very people for whom they now 
plead ?' Have they not already deſtroyed even the very ap- 
pearance of government ? Have not they ruined, baniſhed, 
and proſcribed every man, who has even dared to differ from 
them in ſentiment ? Have not they trampled on every right 
of perſonal liberty and private * Have not they even 
gone fo far as to ſtifle all free diſcuſſion in print, and over- 
thrown that great Palladium the liberty of the preſs, in the 


perſon of Rivington, whoſe only crime was, that he 


publiſhed the thoughts of men who ventured to diſapprove of 
the meaſures they were purſuing ? I do affirm to your Lord- 
ſhips, that I have particular information to ſupport me in 
theſe general aſſertions, from gentlemen of undoubted vera- 
city, who have related a varjety of particulars that would 
aſtoaiſh you, if they were made known. But, my Lords, 
beſides the great queſtion depending between both countries, 
EL: 11.2 I would 
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T would only aſk, what will be the certain effect of this mo- 
tion? It will only be to give the Colonies time to prepare for 
a more vigorous and effective reſiſtance ; and if what has 
been thrown out this day, relative to the real diſpoſition of fo- 
reign powers, has any foundation in it, it will anſwer every end 
of giving time both to our natural enemies and rebellious ſub- 
jets, to make ſuch preparations as will for ever after put it out 
of our power toreduce the latter to a proper ſtate of obedience, 
The Biſhop of Peterborough. I am not ſo inſenſible of my 


- own inſignificance, and, I truſt, ſhall not be ſo forgetful of 
my duty and my place, as ever to become a buſy meddler in 


political matters; but your Lordſhips- will not think it un- 
becoming my ſtation to ſay a few words in ſupport! of a mo- 


tion which, notwithſtanding what the noble Lord who ſpoke. 


laſt, and the noble Earl who ſpoke ſome time before him, 
have objected to it, appears ſtill to me founded upon princi- 
ples of humanity, juſtice, and ſound policy”  _ 

The ſubſtance of thoſe objections, which have the moſt 
colour of argument, is, that it is unbecoming the dignity of 


 Great-Britain to treat with ſubjects that are in rebellion tq 


her authority, while they have arms/in their hands; and that 


a republican ſpirit of independence being the real ground of 


the diſpute, to negotiate would by only to delay, and give the 
Colonies time to ſtrengthen themſelves, and thereby become 
Rill more formidable than W 8 
Ass to ſaying the Americans are not to be treated with, 
while they have arms in their hands, it is, in effect, the very 
ſame thing as ſaying they ſhall not be treated with at all; for 
it cannot be ſuppoſed, for a moment, that a whole people, en- 

ave already committed themſelves fo far as to incur the cen- 
ſures of rebellion, ſhould, while they have the means of de- 
fence left, forego their only hope, and ſubmit themſelves un- 
conditionally to the will of thoſe whom they think have injured 
and oppreſſed them, without having the leaſt aſſurance which 
they can rely upon given them, either of redreſs or ſecurity. 
; The plain and only inference to be drawn from this argu- 
ment, is, that ſlaughter and devaſtation muſt now neceſſa- 
rily be the only means employed to re-eſtabliſh mutual con- 
fidence, and a cordial reconciliation. As to the idea of the 
noble Earl, that theſe troubles originated from a republican 
ſpirit of independence, and therefore to treat would only be 
to delay, it ſeems to mè a hegging of the queſtion; and to 
ſhew it is ſo, I beg leave to recall your Lordſhips' recollec- 
tion to what was ſaid in the debate on the Boſton port bill. 


Your 


paged in what appears to them the very beſt of cauſes, who' 
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Your Lordſhips were then informed, that the diſcontents in 
America were confined to the lower order of the people, and 
were only the idle clamours of an inconſiderable faction, 


whoſe chief ſupport was the encouragement they had from 


perions here at home. | 

| In the next ſeſſion, when the diſturbances grew mare 
alarming. they were ſaid to be owing to the defe&iive conſti-. 
tution, and turbulent ſpirit of a fingle diſaffected province; 
that conſtitution was altered, and the evil increaſed: now 
it is ſpread over the whole continent, and it is attempted to 


perſuade your Lordſhips that it has all along proceeded 


from one general principle of univerſal independence. 

For my part, my Lords, believing in my conſcience, as [ 
do, that we need look no farther for the origin of theſe trou- 
bles, than the fatal impoſition of the ſtamp aR, I can by no 
means admit the notion, that abſolute independence is even 
now the object of America, When I firſt heard the poſition 


at the opening of the ſeſſion, it was altogether novel to me, 


in any other light than as one of the many Hydra heads, that 
naturally ſpring from the blood of civil difſention; that ſome 
there may haye been who from the beginning had it in view, 
| will not queſtion ; but if their party ever becomes general, 
it will be the conſequence, and not the cauſe of our diſputes. 

Ill, however, does it ſeem to become the wiſdom and gra- 
rity of your Lordſhips' counſels to adopt ſuch a perſuaſion 
on mere preſumptive evidence, and it ſtands on no other. 

For whether America does or does not really aim at abſo- 
Inte independence, is by no means only a ſpeculative idea; it is 
fraught with conſequences of the utmoſt importance; it is 
big with all the horrors of war and deſolation abroad, with all 
he evils of diſſention here at home. | | 
IIl therefore, I ſay, does it accord with your Lordſhips' 
wonted cautipn to decide on fo material a point upon bare 
probability, deduced from doubtful premiſes, by ſurmiſe, in- 
ſerence, and conjecture, while poſitive proof was to be had; 
for had it certainly might, have been, and | hope ſtill may 
de had, if an aſſurance was given to the Colonies, (on laying 
down their arms, and making reſtitution for the violence done 
o private. property) of ſecurity _ the exerciſe of tax- 
non. It is principally on this, by them deemed a conſtitu- 
lona] point, and not on viſionary ideas of an independence 


ver realize, that America is united, and hazarding all the- 
onſequences of reſiſtance. The noble Duke's motion is 
alculated to prevent the dire conflict between reſentment and 

deſpair, 


Thich nothing but a perſeverance in error on both fides can 


* 


ever, but in a great meaſure is founded upon, and is co-ex- 
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deſpair. It propoſes no terms, which might embarraſs ad- 
miniſtration, not even ſuch as muſt be granted whenever an 
end is put to this war; for there are very few now ſo ſan- 
guine in their expeckations as to think that America, if en- 
tirely ſubdued, could be held in peaceable ſubjection, under 
the exerciſe of taxation. Should it, however, appear that 
nothing ſhort of indepegdence will ſatisfy America, as I fear 
but too many of your Lordſhips have already concluded, it 
will at leaſt have this good effect, it will let us all into the 
real ground of the quarrel, concerning which we ſo widely 
differ at preſent. It will unite the ſentiments of all parties; 
it will give ſtability to adminiſtration, enable them to unfold 
their plan of operation, and leave no other ſubject of debate 
than whether it is beſt to conquer or abandon. | 
* His Lordſhip then added, that it was not his intention to 
enter into the diſcuſhon of a point that had already been too 
much agitated, and which he wiſhed had never been agitated 
at all, namely the ſupremacy of Parliament; But as he hoped 
to trouble the Houſe no more on the ſubje& of America, he 
begged leave to ſubmit to their conſideration a ſhort reflec- 
tlon or two, . 

In whatever light, ſays he, I have viewed this ſubjeR, [ 
have never yet been able ſo far to confound my ideas, as 
to ſuppoſe that power and right are ſynonimous terms; and 
to me it appears to avail little, that it ſhould be ſaid: the 
power of — extends over the properties, when it 
has ceaſed to influence the opinion of the ſubject. Parlia- 
ment may indeed call men and things by what names it pleaſes; 
it may ſay that what was formerly conſidered as an aid, a fre: 
gift of the people, ſhall henceforward be looked upon as an 
act of legal obligation. It may ſay this or that is rebellion, 
and it unqueſtionably becomes ſo thus far, that he who coun- 
teracts its deciſions muſt ſuffer the penalties, and may die as 
a rebel; yet, after all, there is no earthly government what- 


tenſive with opinion; and when once the whole maſs of 2 
people think themſelves oppreſſed, be the caſe real or ima- 
ginary, it is the wiſeſt, becauſe it is the only ſafe way for 
thoſe who govern, to change their ſyſtem, and thereby pre- 
vent thoſe ſtruggles which in the cnd, 1f not fatal to liberty, 
are dangerous to themſelves. : 

In every exertion of power, civil or natural, it 1s right tc 
conſider what is, and what is not, practicable: it was the 
glory, as well as the policy of imperial Rome, at the fummi! 

; | I 0 
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of her greatneſs ; it has in more modern times been the pe- 
culiar boaſt of Great Britain, and may it be her practice to 
the end of time. h wo. 
Per populos dare jura volentes. | | 

The Earl Gower confeſſed, that he had been one of the Earl Gawer. 
members in the cabinet who had adviſed and concurred in 
framing the circulatory letter, written by Lord Hillſborough 
in 1769, and then read the copy of a letter written by a 
member of adminiſtration in 1765 [General Conway] to the 
American governors, maintaining the very doctrines ſup- 
ported by the noble Lords who ſpoke againſt the motion, 
that America, before ſhe had a right to expect any favour or 
indulgence from the mother country, muſt firft acknowledge 
her ſovereignty, and the ſupremacy of this legiſlature. 5 

The Lord Abingdon ſaid a few words to ſhew, that the Lord Ging- 
right of taxation, inſiſted on by them ſtripped America . 
of her property; and the claim of having a right to alter 
her charters, deprived her of her municipal rights; ſo that, 
on both accounts, the prefent war carrying on to compel her 
to an unconditional ſubmiſſion, was a war of conqueſt, and if 
ſucceſsful, muſt terminate in the abſolute ſlavery of the van- 
quiſhed. 0 | 

The Lord Camden. I have ſo frequently given my opi- LJ. Camden, 
mon on the injuſtice, on our part, of compelling America to 
pay taxes, without being repreſented in our Parliament, con- 
trary to the fundamental principles of this conſtitution, the 
privileges the people of that country are entitled to, as Britiſh 
ſubjeQs, and the inalienable rights of mankind, that ] ſhall 
not preſume to trouble your Lordſhips on theſe ſubjects 
again, unleſs they come directly under debate, or make an 
eſſential part of the matter under conſideration. I ſhall 
chiefly confine myſelf to the object of the preſent motion; ob- 
ſerving, however, before I proceed further, that if there was 
any colour for the claim of taxing the Colonies, the form, 
the right which has been attempted to be exerciſed, is abſurd 
beyond precedent. If it could at all be defended, it muſt be 
as an act of ſovereign power iſſuing from the legiſlature; but 
the abſurdity of the other Houſe, whoſe power of granting 
ads ariſes 2 repreſentation, granting other people's mo- 
ney, is a ſoleciſm in politics and legiſlation, reſerved for mo- 
dern diſcovery; an idea that every impartial, intelligent man 
muſt treat with deriſion; an idea which our predeceſſors 
would hardly believe poſſible to have entered into the mind 
of man to conceive, were they to rife from the dead, * 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776, 
hold the ridiculous ſcene that is now paſſing, and the mani. 
feſt injuſtice which it involves in it. The light I take the 
preſent motion in is, to remedy that extraordinary act called 
the capture act, paſſed immediately before Chriſtmas. I 
confeſs I am aſtoniſhed how fuch a law could have ever re- 


ceived your Lordſhips' ſanction. I do not mean to arraign 
its eruelty, injuſtice, and impolicy, they do not come within 


the view l intend to take of it. I was indiſpoſed at Bath the 
time it paſſed this Houſe, and I would be glad to know from 
either of the learned Lords who defended it, how they could 
poſſibly permit the clauſe of pardoning to paſs unnoticed; 
or how they could let ſuch a manifeſt impoſition be put on 
the Houſe, as that the clauſe delegated ay, power what- 
ever of opening an accommodation with the Colonies > What 
does this celebrated clauſe ſay? That his Majeſty ſhall be 


impowered to grant and receive ſubmiſſions. I would aſk 


D 


the learned Lord, whether his Majeſty can, under this act, 
impower commiſſioners to grant pardons to provinces, and 


whole bodies of men. If be ſhould anſwer, that he can, I 


will engage to prove that he cannot; and that any perſon 


who preſumed to act under ſuch a power, would do it at 
his peril. But if his Majeſty could delegate this power in 
the extent contended, would that anſwer the profeſſed ob- 
Je of the clauſe ? Would it enable the commander in chief, 
or commiſſioners, to enter into a treaty, or agree upon con- 
ditions ? 1 do maintain it would not, The man who under 
ſuch an authority dare make a ſingle conceſſion, ſhort of re- 
ceiving an unconditional ſubmiſſion or ſurrender, would ha- 
zard his neck. To what purpoſe then to ſend out commiſ- 
tioners to treat, when any treaty, communication, or inter- 
couriè whatever, according to the language of this Houſe, 
would not only be treaſon againſt the perſon of the King, 
but treaſon againſt the State, and the legiſlative rights of 
Parliament ? The people of America have been declared re- 
hels : the very act J allude to deſcribes them as ſuch, 
Where then is the man bold enough to accommodate the 
ſuhſiſting diſputes, by an authority ſhort of that which de- 
clared them ſo, except, as before obſerved, America ſhould 
unconditionlly ſubmit? This then is the cleareſt proof, that 
unconditional ſubmiſſion is the object in view, though it was 
endeavourcd to be concealed under the flimly clauſe I have 
been now commenting on; and it is on that account prin- 
cipally, that I am defirous the preſent motion ſhould ſucceed, 
to get at the real intentions of adminiſtration, to know whe- 


ther 
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ther they mean at all to recede from their full demands, or 
whether they intend to riſque every thing to purſue war for 
the purpoſe of a complete conqueſt in one event, or uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſhon in the other. Their refuſal will no longer 
leave a doubt of their ultimate intentions. Conceſſion, trea- 


ty, negotiation, &c. will have juſt as much meaning as the 


word accommodation had with the ſoldier in Shakeſpeare; ac- 


commodation, when deſired to explain it, he ſaid, meant ac- 
commodation. But, my Lords, great ſtreſs is laid upon the 
Americans ſeizing the caſtles, forts,, munition, &c, of his 
Majeſty ; and it is ſaid this is rebellion. If this is true at 
all, the caſe can only apply to Canada. If, however, we 
are to examine the law, which in affairs of this nature can be 
our only guide, I queſtion the truth of this aſſertion. Pre- 
vious to the reign of Edward the Sixth, it was not puniſh- 
able as treaſon ; during the reign of that prince, a law was 
enacted, which made the retaining the King's caſtles, for- 
treſſes, &c. againſt his conſent, high treaſon. In the ſuc- 
ceeding reign, that of Queen Mary, that, with all other 
laws paſſed ſince the 25th of Edward the Third, were re- 
pealed ; and I know of none ſince enacted for the purpoſe ; 
and, for my part, I cannot ſee, if the offence was merely con- 
fined to that, how a perſon could be legally puniſhed. In 
this very ſtrange clauſe I perceive there has an expreſſion 
crept in, but from the whole complexion of this iniquitous 
affair I ſhould have been inclined to imagine it got there by 
the blunder of the clerk, as it is rank nonſenſe; it is the 
condition on which the pardons are to take place, as ſoon as 
the province ſhall be in the King's peace. The phraſe is an 
unmeaning one, as applied here, The King's peace, if it 
means any thing, relates to the antient cuſtom, when the 
feudatories made war on each other, in avenging perſonal 
wrongs, or by way of reprifal and retaliation, When the 
King thought proper to put a ſtop to ſuch quarrels, he pro- 
claimed the reſpective diſtricts which were the ſeat of quar- 
rel, to be in the King's peace. I have turned the matter fre- 
quently in my mind, and think I have at length diſcovered 
the true reaſon of introducing this antiquated term, It is of 
a piece with all the reſt of this buſineſs, which has been di- 
rected from the very beginning, to enlarge the powers of the 
Crown, under the flimſy pretence of „ rights of 
Parliament. Parliament is at all events to be diſgraced; 
and when miniſters have experienced the 1 
tieir ſchemes, all they think they have to do will be to de- 
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clare the province to be in the King's peace. Hoſtilities wil! 
inſtantly ceaſe, and, as a noble Duke obſerved early in the de- 
bate, Parliament will incur, both here and in America, all 
the odium of this attack on the liberty and property of their 

„fellow ſubjects ; and the King's ſervants will have the credit 
of conceding and deſiſting from an attempt, of which they 
were the original authors, but which experience had taught Wi 
them, was as impracticable as it was unjuſt, cruel and oppreſ- r 


five, | 3 | l 1 
Lord Man- Lord fansficld. If the noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, had e 
Feld. not ſo fully explained what the noble Duke, who made the e 


motion, and another noble Duke, who ſpoke later in the de- f: 
bate [Duke of Richmond] meant by appealing to me; It 
never could have conceived, that I ſhould have been called ti 
upon to explain or defend a bill, which I do aſſure your Lord. c: 
ſhips, I never ſaw nor was conſulted upon, till it was debated p1 
on the ſecond reading, I remember, I came very late into the le 
Houſe that evening, and ſhould not have faid a ſyllable, if I th 
had not been called upon then, as I am this night, There ot 
were but two deubts ſtarted on that occaſion ; one of them an 
was, by a noble Duke I have now in my eye, [Duke off pr 
Richmond] who wiſhed to know if the ſhips, their tackle, vi. 
and apparel, lying in the ports and docks of America, not ex 
preſsly offending againſt the principle of the act, by carrying 
on or intending to carry on any trade, &c. came within the 
intention of the general clauſe which creates the forfeiture un 
der the deſcription of all ſhips} goods and merchandize. Tin 
formed his Grace and your Lordſhips, that] thought it did; be 
cauſe any exception might be a ſource of-endleſs confuſion; fo 


if a line were attempted to be drawn in favour of certain per 
' ſons, or in reſpect of the mode of incurring the forfeitures, iff it h 
might probably totally defeat the profeſſed purpoſes of the bill occ 


The other objection raiſed, was by the noble Lord over th bat: 
way. [Lord Shelburne] His Lordſhip contended againſt th Am 
power of pardoning in the lump, veſted in the crown by th you 
bill ; for my part, 1 now of the ſame opinion I was then duti 
I thought that the power of pardoning in the lump, was a preſ beer 
rogative inherent in the crown, from the earlieft date of th 
conſtitution, I knew ſuch a power had been uniformly exe 
ciſed by the ſucceſſive monarchs of this realm, from the Co 
queſt to this day. I knew, likewiſe, that as they have exc 
Ciſed it themſelves, ſo they have frequently delegated it t 
others. And on this head, I have only to add, that his M 
jeſty's miniſters were ſo well ſatisfied of the power itſelf, a 
the competency of the crown to delegate it; that a nob 
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Lord [Lord Dartmouth] near me, in ſome ſucceflive ſtare of 
the bill, moved an alteration in the preamble, for the purpoſe 
of reſerving that power, I am, therefore, clearly of opinion, 
that his Majeſty might have granted pardons, as well to indi- 
vidyals, as in the lump to whole provinces, if that act had 
never paſſed, The noble and learned Lord, from the nature 
of the commiſſion, has raiſed arguments and drawn concl]u- 
ſions, on the. objects to which it may, or can be legally di- 
tected. This, my Lords, will greatly depend on circum- 
ſtances, and the prudence and abilities of thoſe to whom the 
execution of the commiſfion is entruſted; It may be preſum- 
ed, they can have nothing to fear, if they perform their duty 
faithfully, It can hardly be ſuppoſed, that they will incur 
the diſpleaſure of Parliament, for acting up to their inſtruc- 
tions; and it is ſtill leſs probable, that they will riſque the 
cenſure of both Parliament and their Sovereign, by any im- 
proper exerciſe or abuſe of their powers. The noble and 
learned Lord, is at a great loſs to know the preciſe meaning of 
the phraſe „ well diſpoſed ;” and the legal definition of that 
other phraſe of being in the King's peace. For my part, I 
am at no loſs to comprehend the meaning of both theſe ex- 
preſſions, the firſt plainly importing a diſpoſition in any pro- 
vince, town, or diſtrict, to return to their allegiance, and re- 
cognize the ſupreme legiſlative authority of this country ; 
and the other, a proclamation on ſuch recognition and ac- 
knowledgement on the part of the perſons authorized by the 
act, to declare ſuch colony or province to og in the King's 
peace; that is, to be deemed to be under the protection of 
the laws, and be reſtored to all the privileges of peaceful and 
dutiful ſubjects. | ; | 
My Lords, ſomething very unuſual, I mean to the extent 
it has been carried this night, has happened on the preſent 
occaſion. I could not help obſerving, in the courſe of the de-, 
bate, that almoſt every matter connected with the affairs of 
America, has been amply diſcuſſed; but the very propoſition 
your Lordſhips have been convened to conſider. The port 
duties laid on in 1767, and the partial repeal in 1769, have 
been much dwelt on ; there is nota ſyllable relative to either : 
in the motion. A noble Duke, who ſpoke carly in the debate; 
[Duke of Mancheſter} has gone into the ſtate of the navy 
very largely; there is nothing about the navy in the mo- 
tion. Another noble Duke, has talked a great deal of con- 
victs and vagrants—the motion is quite ſilent on that head. 
A fourth [Lord Shelburne] endeavoured to prove, that 
the work imputed to Montcalm, was a forgery. The 
K k 2 ſame 
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ſame noble Lord found fault with the military arrangements 
in Ireland, ſubjeas totally unconnected with the motion; 
and the noble and learned Lord who ſpoke laſt [Lord Cam- 
den] harrangued on the improper interference of government 
in the affairs of the Eaſt-India.company—all matters totally 
foreign to the immediate _— now before you. : 

I had no intention when I came into the Houſe, of taking 
any part in this debate; but as I have been called up, I ſhall 


ſay a few words, but mean to confine myſelf merely to the 


motion. I am cautious of delivering my ſentiments in this 
Houſe, becauſe whatever is ſaid here, is wafted inſtantly to 
America, The arguments are either too frequently miſcon- 
ceived, or miſ- ſtated; beſides there are many things which 
come out in debate, that are of little conſequence, are trifling 
in themſelves, and are rendered ſtill more ridiculous in print. 
I therefore clearly unite in ſentiment, with the noble Earl 
[Lord Temple] who ſpoke fo ably, and fo like a true friend 
to his country, the other night, that little is to be ſaid, and 
much remains to be done; for that nothing paſles within 
theſe walls, that does not make its way to the other fide the At- 
lantic, and has been converted to the purpoſes of counteracting 
the meaſures to which it related. It has been much inſiſted 
on this day, that the preſent is a legiſlative war, and there- 
fore, that his Majeſty is thereby bound up from exerciſing his 
prerogative, and that the matter has been committed to Par- 
liament. Suppoſing this to be ſtrictly true, has not the act 
alluded to created the very power under which the commiſ- 
ſioners are to act? Suppoſing it otherwiſe, will the crown be 
denied the exerciſe of its inherent prerogative in the preſent 
inſtance only, where it is moſt wanted ? Bur, my Lords, the 
diſtinction of a legiſlative war is perfectly new. Was not the 
war relative to the ſucceffion, and ſeveral others of the ſame 


Find legiſlative wars. May not every war be called fo, which 


has been carried on by the expreſs deſire or conſent of Parlia- 
ment. I do not, indeed, recolle& one carried on fince the 

Revolution, without that ſanction. | 
This country, my Lords, is now arrived at a very tremen- 
dous criſis, juſt commencing a war of a nature entirely new ; 
a war, that muſt neceſſarily be very expenſive, and the iflue 
of which no man can foretel. It is true, that the kingdom 
will in a great meaſure be left defenceleſs; that we can have 
no certainty that France or Spain will long preſerve their pre- 
ſent pacific diſpoſitions; that we have been reduced to the ne- 
eeſſity of hiring foreign troops, and ſending to the ports of 
other kingdom for tranſports, But how, my Lords, _—_ 
theſe 
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theſe” circumſtances to be avoided? America has rebelled ; 
America is in arms ; not defenſively, but offenſively ; even if 
we were willing to ceaſe hoſtilities, they are not, We muſt 
therefore act with vigour, and we muſt at leaſt ſhew ourſelves 
determined to ſurmount their oppoſition. Happy would it be 
for us, my Lords, if any means could be deviſed of ending the 
quarrel without bloodſhed ; but does the preſent motion tend 
to ſuch an effect? Without propoſing to ſave a ſhilling of the 
enormous expence the nation has been at, in providing and 
equiping the armaments to be ſent out this year to America; 


it agrees that the troops ſhould proceed; but when they ſhall 


arrive at the place of their reſpective deſtinations, they are to 
remain with their arms folded acroſs, inactive and unemployed. 
What then —commiſſioners are to treat with the congreſs ; 
they are to prepare a petition of grievances, which the petitio- 
ners are to bring to England. The congrefs will laugh in 
their ſleeves at our folly; they will reprint their declaration 
of war under a new title, for that ſtates what they term their 


grievances. We ſhall loſe a . of which they will 


take care to avail themſelves, and the next ſpring we ſhall 
have the whole to begin again, This, my Lords, would, I 
conceive, be the iſſue of the preſent motion; I therefore op- 
poſe it, as nugatory, ill- timed, and ineffectual. | 
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Lord Camden. I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhips at this Lord Cen- | 


late hour of the night, in making obſervations on the many 4%. 
curious matters your Lordfhips have been now, entertained 
with. I cannot help, however, making one remark, which 


perſonally applies to the noble and learned Lord ; that is, his 
ſaying very little to the queſtion, and a great deal on other 
ſubjects, according to his Lordſhip's language, not at all con- 


nected with the preſent motion. I ſhall confine myſelf to 
that part of his Lordſhip's ſpeech, which relates to the power 
of granting pardons. The noble and learned Lord furely 
miſunderſtood me, if he imagined that I queſtioned the King's 
power to pardon. No, my Lords, what I contended, was 
what I pledge myſelf to your Lordſhips that I ſhall be able to 
prove, that the King cannot pardon in the lump, without the 
aid of Parliament, offences againſt the ſtate; much lefs can he 
pardon or agree to any terms ſhort of the claims and conti- 
tions which Parliament have defined to be the true baſis of 
conciliation. The noble Lord, by the pains he/has taken to 
defend the act, ſeems to be the father rather than the caſual 
defender of it. He ſays, that the commiftoners will take care 
not to tranſgreſs the limits of their commiſſions. Will his 
Lordſhip, or any other noble Lord in this Houſe, rife and tell 


me, 
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me, that the latter extends an inch farther than the mere po- 
wer of granting pardons, on terms of ſubmiſſion, by the people 
of America laying down their arms, and throwing themſelves 
unconditionally at the feet of this country. This then being 
the true ſtate of the caſe, it brings me round to the point [ 
ſet out from; which is, that the preſent motion is become ne- 
ceſſary, to prevent the further effuſion of human blood; and 
as the means of putting an end to a war, which muſt inevita- 
bly bring on the deſtruction of either, if not of both coun- 
tries; it will ſupply the defect of the bill, I have been now 
commenting on; it will be the means of drawing forth ſpeci- 
fications from the parties, of their reſpective claims, and will 
conſequently lay a foundation for treaty, which can be the on- 
ly ſafe road to peace and conciliation ; whereas the clauſe in 
the capture act is nugator7 and deluſive. It leaves the mat- 
ter juſt as it found it, according to the learned and noble 
Lord's own ideas ; for if the King could delegate the power of 
pardoning and receiving ſubmiſſions, the a. of Parliament 
ſays no more ; and as to any power of conceding or concilia- 
ting upon terms ſhort of unconditional ſubmiſſion, which is 
an explanation too improbable for your Lordſhips to look for, 
unleſs preceded by actual conqueſt ; his Lordſhip, I dare ſay, 
on reflection, is perfectly ſatisfied. that no ſuch power is con- 
tained or delegated by the clauſe in queſtion. 

Lord Viſcount Wh My Lords, a queſtion has been 
preſſed by a noble Lord near me [Lord Lyttelton] relative to 
the preſent diſpoſition of the courts of Verſailles and Madrid, 
which I do not think myſelf at all bound to anſwer, as a mem- 
ber of this Houſe; nor in any other capacity, unleſs called 
upon by an addreſs to the crown for papers. I am happy, 
however, to have an tener” of removing the doubts ſug- 
geſted by the noble Lord, by aſſuring your Lordſhips, that at 
no time within my knowledge or recollection, had this coun- 
try leſs reaſon to be jealous or ſuſpicious of the diſpoſitions 
and intentions of thoſe courts, than at preſent, His Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters have received repeated aſſurances, accom- 
panied by the moſt inequivocal proofs of their pacific in- 
tentions; and I am further convinced, that although they 
ſhould have entertained ſentiments diametrically oppoſite 
'to thoſe they profeſs, they have it no more in their power 
than in their inclination, to effectuate any meaſure which 
might be the means of involving this country in a war, or of 
impeding the plan of operations deſigned to be carried into 
execution, for the purpoſe of reducing our colonies to a ſtate 
of conſtitutional obedience to the power and government of 
this country. The noble Duke who made the motion, had 


Rated a fact, relative to two French gentlemen arriving in — 
| re 
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rebel camp, and after having an interview with the general, 
of their proceeding to the congreſs at Philadelphia. I have 
heard that there were two perſons at the head quarters at 


Cambridge, of the deſcriptionthe noble Duke has mention- 


ed; but when J heard it, I was of the ſame opinion as now, 
that their preſence there proceeded from motives very different 


from thoſe I hear aſſigned this day. I looked upon it, that 


they were gentlemen who were making a tour of the Ameri- 
can continent for their amuſement ; or that they were mer- 
chants, who went there to negotiate matters in the way of 
trade, on their own private account, 


The Duke of Grafton, My Lords, I have long obſerved, Duke of 


Grafton, 


that ſome perſons, from long experience in the modes of con- 
troverſy adopted in the courts below, where matters are fre- 
quently repreſented in every light but the true one, have ac- 
quired a knack of holding up the weak parts of a debate ludi- 
crouſly; and when they find themſelves preſſed in argument, 


reſort to ridicule, in order to draw the attention of the Houſe 


to extraneous matter. Thus the noble and learned Lord, 
who ſpoke lately [Lord Mansfield] has claimed a kind 


of triumph, by commenting upon every thing which ſeemed 


not immediately to relate to the motion now before your 
Lordſhips, and in the very ſpirit of the conduct he has repre- 
hended In others, has fat down without ſaying any thing, or 
next to nothing, on the queſtion under conſideration, I dif- 
fer very widely from the learned and noble Lord ; for I ſhall 
ever be of opinion, that every matter connected with the pre- 
ſent cauſe of diſpute with America, the different meaſures 
which aroſe in conſequence of that diſpute, and the conduct of 
that war, by which the friends and ſupporters of adminiſtration 
mean to terminate it, are all ſubjects well worthy of your 
Lordſhip's confidexgtion and inveſtigation ; for it is evident, 
that thoſe ſeveral objects are not ſeparate or diſtinct, but form 
one great whole, which cannot be properly examined or diſ- 
cuſſed, unleſs you conſider its ſeveral parts at one view, I 
confeſs, my Lords, that I find myſelf much hurt to perceive a 
queſtion of fuch immenſe importance, treated in ſo ludicrous 
and trivial a manner. I therefore truſt, that your Lordſhips 
will impute any warmth I may have betrayed on the preſent 
occaſion, purely to the cauſe I have now mentioned, I hope 


I have too great a reſpect for your Lordſhips, to offer any 
motion to your conſideration which I thought did not merit 


the attention of Parliament ; and, I own, I cannot avoid be- 


ing much ſurprized, that an attempt to have it laughed away 


ſhould be made; when, I am conſcious, that I took every 
5 poſſible 
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poſſible precaution in my power, to frame it in ſuch a man- 
ner as to leave the ſubject open, and not by narrowing it 
preclude every part of the Houſe, to unite pn ſome general 
principle, which might, on the onſet, be the means of put- 
ting a ſpeedy ſtop to the further effuſion of human blood, 
But, my Lords, nothing which has happened on the preſent 
occaſion can induce me to defift from what I have ſo fin- 
cerely at heart, as the reſtoration of peace. I am willing to 
give up any part of the motion, which may ſeem objection- 
-able to thoſe who only have it in their power to give it effec- 
tual fapport. I am ready to alter, omit, or amend, ſo that 
the principle of conciliation, which was my motive for ſub- 
mitting it to your Lordſhips, be preſerved. I am deſirous, 
my Lords, in conformity to what I ſaid on the opening of 
my motion, that it be ſent to a committee to conſider of it, 
and report their opinion thereon to the Houſe. And I once 
more conjure your Lordſhips to refle&, that the honour of 
Parliament, the proſperity and deareſt intereſt of both coun- 
tries, the lives of thouſands of Britiſh ſubjects are at ſtake, 
that the preſent 1s probably the only moment you will ever 


Have to ſnatch them from the ruin which will otherwiſe inc- 


vitably await them, and that the conſequences of neglecting 
this opportunity, will be the ſource of endleſs mourning and 
lamentation to ages yet unborn. 
The Houſe divided: contents 28, proxies 3=31;z non- 
contents 71, proxies 20=91, | 
| March 15. 
Priyate buſineſs. Adjourned to the 18th. 
5 March 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 25th. 
| | Adarch 25, 

Bills af by commiſſion. Adjourned to the 25th. 

| ä March 27. | | 

Earl of Effingham moved, That a lift of ſuch veſſels, 


with their cargoes, as had been cleared out of the port of 


London for America, and of ſuch licences as had been grant- 
ed, purſuant to an act for prohibiting all commerce with 


America, be laid before the Houſe. 
Motion agreed to. 

This motion requires ſome explanation. An act had 
pailed, prohibiting all trade and intercourſe with the Colo- 
nies. A clauſe in that act permitted ſhips in his Majeſty's 
ſervice, and others laden with ſtores for his Majeſty's uſe, or 
with proviſions for the fleet and army, or proviſions for the 
| inhabitants 
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inhabitants of ſuch places as were actually in poſſeſſioh of 
the King's troops. But it was provided, that ſuch ſhips 
were to take out licences from the admiralty; or, if in Ame- 
rica, from the admirals, generals, or governors of provinces, 
otherwiſe they were liable to ſeizure. About the middle of 


March it was whiſpered, that great quantities of goods had 


been licenſed and ſhipped contrary to the act, and the firſt 
public notice taken of it was this motion.] 
March 28, 29. . 


IP Private buſineſs, Adjourned to April 1. 


April I, 


The ſame, 

| N April 25 * 
Bills paſſed by the King. 3 | 
The Lord Chancellor moved, That Elizabeth, Ducheſs 


Dowager of Kingſton, do ſurrender herſelf at the bar of this 


Houſe, in Weſtminſter-hall, on the 1 5th inſtant, A ſhort 
converſation enſued, into whoſe hands ſhe ſhould ſurrender 
herſelf? Lord Mansfield ſaid, every priſoner, while at the 
bar, was in the cuſtody of the black rod. It was doubted,nf 
the trial laſted more than one day, whether the priſoner 
ſhould be committed, and «where? Lord Mansfield ſaid, it 
was time enough to conſider of that; ſhe muſt be taken into 
the cuſtody of the black rod, when {he ſurrenders, 
April 3. | 
Private buſineſs, Adjourned to the 12th, 
| April 12. 
Nothing material. | 
Apr 11 12. ; _ : 

Ordered, That ſhould the Ducheſs of Kingſton's trial 
continue more than one day, ſhe remain 1n the cuſtody of the 
gentleman uſher of the black rod. Adjourned to the 1 5th: 

* | Abril 15, 16. 

Trial of the Ducheſs of Kingſton in Weſtminſter-hall. 
Adjourned to the 19th. , 
April 19, 20. 
The ſame, Adjourned to the 22d, 


fpril 22. 
Trial finiſhed. Adjourned to the 26th. 
Apr i/ 26, * 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 29th. 
Abril 29. | 
No debate. f | 
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Dulce of 
Mancbeſter. 


The ſame. Adjourned to the 6th. 
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April 30. 


Private buſineſs. | 
May 1, 2, and 3. 


May 6, 7, 8, and q. 


U 


No debate. 
| May 10. | 


The Duke of Mancheſter. I have preſumed to requeſt 
your Lordfhips' attendance this day, for which I ought to 
make an apology, as it is on a motion of mine, very uncon- 
certed ; ſome few friends only had I an opportunity of com- 
municating it to. But, my Lords, the bufineſs does, in 
whatever light it is viewed, appear ſo 1 ſo im- 
portant to the Britiſh nation, that as the matter ſtruck me, 
I could not reconcile it to myſelf to withold it from this I th 
Houſe. My Lords, I have not the arrogance to think that I ft: 


| 


Es. 


what I ſhall ſubmit to your Lordſhips, has eſcaped the vi- ir 


gilance of all your Lordfſhips' judgments : I have not the va-f of 
nity to imagine, that the arguments my circumſcribed talents co 
may ſuggeſt to me to uſe, can have the good fortune to per-} Le 
ſuade the majority of this Houſe, unleſs they ſhould meet re: 
with the ſupport of men of greater weight. Some there are ha! 
who chance to be abſent, whoſe great authorities I muſt la- ha] 
ment the loſs of. But, my Lords, if what I may offer on 
ſhould throw any light on a ſubje& as intereſting as ever on! 
aroſe ſince Britain has extended her power beyond the con- ¶ con 
fines of the iſle, I ſhall at leaſt have the ſatisfaion to think] nies 
I have not buried my ideas; I have not been wanting ia told 
that duty, which from the rank we hold in life is mine, ff war 
that of every Lord in this Houſe. My Lords, for a paltry war 
ſet of words, for an unreaſonable claim of power, for A offic 
faſcinating aſſertion of impracticable authority, for an ain ever 

a viſionary ſhadow of ideal revenue, impoſhble tq to f 


4 85.4 
be raiſed but by the conſent of that people whoſe contribuſ lanti 


tions we ſo much thirſt after, and whoſe conſent we do dei who: 
ſpiſe, has Britain been duped into an unnatural war, wherſ| to re 
victory or defeat muſt each enfeeble this lately great empire them 
a war carried on againſt a part of our fellow - ſubjects, whol the 
numbers, at leaſt, equal a fifth of the whole, and who in exFdeter 
tent of country ſo far exceeds the ſize of Britain, that thEprop: 
compariſon of her is but as a ſpeck in the diſk of the fu perio 
I will not dwell on the diſadvantages our army muſt labouſſ prope 
under from the far- extended diſtance of the war; a commo The 


map, to the commoneft underſtanding, muſt demonſtralf longe 
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more than rhetoric can paint. But, my Lords, it has been 
your pleaſure to enter into this war; the matter has been 
laid before you, and often has been debated, and your Lord- 
ſhips, in your judgment, have deemed it on to cor- 
rect the ſaucy freedom of high-minded ſons, grown up to 
manly age, to check in your American children that inde- 
pendent ſpirit, that ſtrange love of liberty, which, where 
permitted to take root, does ſo infatuate mankind, and which 
has long been the honour and ſafety of this iſle. You have 
thought it right to curb their ideas of property, which lead 


them to imagine we have no right to take any part of that 


roperty from them, without their free conſent. My Lords, 
| reſpeCt the deciſions of the majority of this Houſe ; but if 


thoſe deciſions may have ariſen from any peculiar circum- 


ſtances, now no more exiſting ; if they may have ſprung 
from falſe or miſtaken intelligence; if the whole diſpoſition 


of things, from various accidents and events, may have be-. 


come totally different ; perhaps it may not be unworthy your 


Lordſhips' wiſdom, to reconſider what you have decided, to 


reviſe your judgments, to retrace the ſteps we may too 
haſtily have trod. My Lords, in the beginning of our un- 
happy conteſts with America, thoſe who debated the matter 
on the ſide of the ruling power of government, ſtated, not 


only the neceſſity, but the great facility of forcing to a 


compliance with all the demands of government, ſuch colo- 
nies as ſhould dare to offer their vain reſiſtance : we are 
told they had not ſtrength for war, they had not means of 
war, they had not union among themſelves; that they 


wanted money, that they wanted diſcipline, that they wanted 


officers, and, to ſum the whole, to make them contemptible 
even as ſubmiſſive ſubjects, that they poſſeſſed not courage 
to face an Engliſh ſoldier, whoſe birth on this fide the At- 
lantic endowed him with that intrepid ſpirit, an American, 


whom even neceflity had inured to toils, could never aſpire 


to reach. The deciſions, my Lords, of adminiſtration, gave 
them union; the refuſal to hear their petitions, combined 
the whole in a firm knot of calm, deliberate, deſperate 
determination to reſiſt, Money, which is but the type of 
property, was ſoon ſupplied by a type of equal uſe ; even 

freedom gave way to public ſecurity, and perſonal 
property was ſacrificed to the neceſſities of the, riſing ſtate, 
The dilaffection was general, and Britiſh goyernors now no 
longer adminiſter law in Britiſh America. How true the 
charge of wanting martial ſpirit proyed, let thoſe relate who 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1176, 
firft ſaw the blood of civil war ſpilt at Lexington. To thoſe 
who fayed the honour of the day, at the bloody forcing of the 
tines on Bunker's Hill, to thoſe who ſaw the Britiſh valour 
check'd, may I ſafely refer for a full confutation of the ab- 
ſurd ſuppoſition, that men deſcended from the ſame line as 
ourſelves, whoſe all is at ſtake, who think their cauſe juſt, 
would, like the moſt enervated Aſiatic tribe, yield a blood- 
leſs victory. My Lords, the hiſtory of human nature teaches 


us, that the greateſt talents often lie hid in the moſt diſguiſed 


obſcurity, till accident, till the buſtle of the times, calls 
forth the genius, and . the ætherial ſpark; then do theſe 


meteors caſt an unexpected blaze: an apothecary's late pren- 


tice leads forth armies, diſplays the warrior's ſkill, the war- 
rior's intrepidity, and meets a death a Roman might have en- 
vied: another who, in peaceable times, might have never roſe 
to greater praiſe than a jockey's {kill, amidſt every rigour of an 
inclement ſeaſon, in an inclement country, aſtoniſhes us with a 
march a Hannibal would have admired, and carries the alarm 
of war to the walls of a great city, which muſt N have 
yielded to the boldneſs of the undertaking, had not a Carle- 
ton ſaved it, I am not making a panegyric on American 
proweſs, though great achievements, even by an enemy, will 
ever meet my praiſe. But, my Lords, thefe are facts inca- 


. pable of diſpute. To come now, my Lords, to that which 


has caſt the deepeſt ftain on the glory of the Britiſh arms, 
to that which muſt rouze the indignation of all who feel 
for her diſgrace : the army of Britain, equipped with every 
pane eſſential of war, a choſen army, with choſen officers, 

acked by the power of a og” ores ſent to correct revolt- 
ed ſubjects, ſent to chaſtiſe a reſiſting city, ſent to aſſert Bri- 
tain's authority, has for many tedious months been impri- 


ſoned within that town by the Provincial army, who, their 
- watchful guards, permitted them no inlet to the country, who 


braved all their efforts, and defied all their ſkill and abilities 
in war could ever attempt. One way, indeed, of eſcape was 
left; the fleet is yet reſpeRted ; to the fleet the army has re- 
courſe ; and Britiſh generals, whoſe names never met with 
a blot of diſhonour, are forced to quit that town which was 
the firſt object of the war, the immediate cauſe of hoſtilities, 
the place of arms, which has coſt this nation more than a 


million to defend. We are informed of this extraordinary 


event by a gazette, publiſhed by authority from government, 
in which it is related that general Howe had quitted Boſton; 
ng circumſtances mentioned to palliate the eyent, no veil but 
ks 2 4 | that 
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that of ſilence to caſt over the diſgrace. But, my Lords, 
though government account is ſhort and uncircumſtantial, 
yet private intelligence, public report, on which, till it is 
with authenticity denied, I muſt rely, informs us, that ge- 
neral Howe quitted not Boſton of his own free will, but that 
a ſuperior enemy, by repeated efforts, by extraordinary 
works, by fire of their batteries, rendered the place untenable. 
I mean not the leaſt moſt diſtant cenſure on him; his re- 
utation ſtands fixed on too firm a baſis to be eafily ſhaken; 
do believe all that in that fituation could by the beſt of- 
ficers be attempted, was tried to the utmoſt, But, my Lords, 
circumſtances obliged him to quit that poſt he could not 
poſſibly maintain. The mode of the retreat may to the ge- 
neral do infinite honour, but it does diſhonour to the Bri- 
tiſh nation. Let this tranſaction be dreſſed in what garb 
you pleaſe, the fact remains, that the army which was ſent 
to reduce the province of Maſſachuſetts Bay, has becn driven 
from the capital, and that the ſtandard of the Provincial ar- 
my now waves in triumph over the walls of Boſton. My 
Lords, ſo extraordinary an event, ſo contrary to all the fan- 
guine promiſes of adminiſtration, calls for a full explanation 
the public have a right to expect it, your Lordſhips have a. 
right to demand it. If miniſtry are {till determined to keep 
filence, they make themſelves reſponfible for all the acci- 
dents of the war. My Lords, the bufinefs I have to trouble 
ou with this day is, to defire a fair ſtate of the matter. It 
not yain curioſity prompts ; it is in order that this Houſe, 
knowing all the circumftances that attended this tranſaction, 
may be enabled, as his n required of them in his 
ſpeech at the opening of the ſeſſion, ** advice becom- 
ing the importance of the occafion. ere it for my own 
ſatisfaction, I might reſt contented with the detail that from 
private accounts I have ſeen; I could be content with know- 
ing that the fire from the enemy's batteries, which began on 
the 2d of March, threatened ruin to the town, that the ſhells 
were ſo well directed as to make it demonſtration that the 
engineers of the enemy were well verſed in the ſcience of 
delkruction. That the continuation of that bombardment 
rendered it abſolutely neceſſary for the Britiſh army to make 
ſome decifive effort : that the reſolution taken was worthy 
the name of Howe, worthy the Britiſh ſpirit. A ftorm 


aroſe, baffled their efforts, and delayed the attack; a ftorm 


fortunate, perhaps, for this country, which preſerved for no- 
ler ends many brave men who muſt have periſhed in an at- 


tempt 
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tempt exceeding human power, When the ſtorm ceaſed, a 


new work appeared, of ſuch amazing ſtrength, raiſed as if 


by the enchanter's wand, in the ſpace of a night, that wiſ- 
dom forbade the attack. One hope remained to ſave the Bri- 
tiſh army, and a retreat by ſea was found neceſſary. To 
refer to the Gazette, government there tells us, with all the 
cool indifference with which might have been related the re- 
moval of a regiment in England from one place of country 
quarters to another; that on the 7th of March, General Howe 
took a reſolution to. remove from Boſton to Halifax ; that 
the embarkation was effected on the 17th without the leaſt 
interruption from the rebels. My Lords, I do admit the 
fact; no ſhot was, I believe, fired from the enemy during 
the embarkation. Whether this aroſe from policy, whether 
from an unwillingneſs unneceſlarily to expoſe the Provincial 
army to the deſperate valour of the Britiſh troops, whom 


neceſſity of ſelf-defence, whom the mortification of being 


forced to quit the place, whom ſhame, whom every honour- 
able paſſion muſt have armed with more than common cou- 
Tage, or whether by ſome tacit convention between the ge- 
nerals of the oppoſite armies, which might be very proper, 
remains untold. But the important fact is told, that Bri- 
tain has Joſt che only place of arms from whence ſhe could 
with advantage begin her operations againſt the northern co- 
lonies; and that Waſhington, with his army whole, entire, 
unchecked, unbroken, does poſſeſs it, It matters little whe- 
ther general Howe is gone to Halifax with a few more guns 
or a few leſs; ſome heavy artillery, I am informed, was 
left: but I will venture to aſſert, that no army, ſo circum- 
Kanced, ever did make a retreat without ſome loſs and da- 
mage of various neceſſaries of war. My Lords, I wiſh not 
to excite any unneceflary, unpleaſant feelings; but, my 
Lords, every ſeaman I have ſpoken with is in pain for that 
fleet, ſo crouded, ſo ſhort of proviſions, forced into a boiſ- 
terous ſea in the moſt boiſterous ſeaſon, The very ftorm 
that was ſo great in the harbour as to prevent the attack of 
the enemies batteries, juſtifies the dread of what may hap- 
pen. Suppoſe the army ſafe at Halifax, can it be ſuppoſed 
they are in a ſituation capable immediately to take the Feld; 


Thus then is the great power of the northern colonies, 
againſt whom was particularly pointed the thunder of this 
country, freed from its preſent vengeance. It cannot be 
doubted but that this retreat is of great advantage to the 
enemy, is a ſubject of triumph. Will your Lordihips then 
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ruſhed in their birth. Georgia, that till lately took no ac- 
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not think that the ſlight manner this matter is related to the 
public, is a ſcandalous inſult, is a neglect of that public whoſe 
blood and treaſure are laviſhed without fruit? I do hope 
we ſhall at laſt rouze, and ſee with our own eyes, and hear 
with our own ears, not place any longer implicit confidence 
in men, who, whatever their intentions may have been, have 
-hitherto not ſhewn that they poſſeſs abilities either to main- 
tain peace, or well conduct a war. Permit me now, my 
Lords, to take a ſhort reyiew of the preſent ſtate of America. 


The army now gone from Boſton, the wiſeſt ſtateſman can- 


not now for a certainty declare, that his Majeſty has a regi- 
ment in poſſeſſion of a fingle poſt, ſave that which has win- 
tered in Nova Scotia. Mates death preſerved for a 
time Quebec, yet there are accounts, whole authority there 
is no reaſon to doubt, of the beginning of February, that 
the troops {till lay before the place, that the defign of attack- 
ing it was not abandoned, that reinforcements were coming, 
that the object was to place a garriſon in it ſo ſtrong as would 
not be eaſy to remove, that at Montreal no doubt was made 
of its being forced to yield. The retreat from Boſton leaves 
Waſhington at liberty to ſend large ſuccours, whither the. 
deſtination was is unknown; but there is intelligence, that 
the very day our troops quitted Boſton, a body of ſeveral 
-thouſand men was detached from the camp. The rehef fent 
from hence of Brunſwick and Hanover troops, if deſtined 
fon Quebec, cannot arrive there till the breaking up of the 
ice offords a paſſage up the river, which, from ſeamen, I am 


told, ſeldom happens till the end of this month. The ſtroke 


muſt probably be decided ere they poſſibly can reach the 
place; From Halifax, whoſe ſtrength is trifling, and whoſe 
ſituation admits not any thing to be done by advancing into 


the country to the Floridas, nothing remains to his Majeſty's - 


arms but the roving parties with which Dunmore continues 
his predatory war. I will paſs no cenſure on that noble 
Lord; but 1 could wiſh he had aQed with that generous 
ſpirit that forbade Clinton uſeleſsly to deftroy the town of 


New-York. My Lords, Clinton viſited New-York, the 
inhabitants expected its deſtruction; Lee appeared before it 
with an army too powerful to be attacked, and Clinton paſſed 


by without doing any wanton damage. The friends of go- 
vernment, as they are termed, did attempt ſome riſings, the 
Congreſs puts them out of their protection, individuals raiſe 
armies, and all commotions in favour of government are 
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tive part, that laſt year you aſſiſted with your money, has 
now declared againſt you; and as they came late into the 
ſervice, ſo they ſeem willing. to be active in diſtinguiſhing 
themſelves, Your marines attempt to land, they are driven 
to their boats, and burn the Engliſh traders. In Carolina 
all is armed, all is ſtrong : the laſt effort in favour of go. 
vernment, an attempt by a colonel Maſon, with a conſiders 
able body of men, called regulators, is refiſted by an indi- 
vidual, who arms his followers, meets and defeats him to- 
rally, and numbers are thrown into gaol. Thus, from north 
to ſouth, every place preſents an enemy; the coaſt on which 
your troops are to land is ravaged, is made a wilderneſs, 
where not an army of loquſts would ſubſift. You are there- 
fore now to begin the war with an enfeebled army, with the 
flower of your troops checked, baffled, forced to retreat, 
you are to attempt to conquer the continent of America : it 
is as much a war of conqueſt as if you meditated an invaſion 
on France or Spain. On German mercenaries, on foreign 
auxiliaries, are you to depend for ſucceſs in this invaſion, on 
troops not intereſted in the cauſe. With theſe troops ſo nu- 
merous, ſo ſecured by treaty to act in a body, is the Engliſh 
army to ſerve, who will probably be inferior to them in num- 
ber; for from the Englith muſt detachments be made, as the 
ſervice of the war may require. My Lords, I mean no re- 
flection on theſe troops, but muſt obſerye, that ſucceſs has 
ſeldom attended where thoſe moſt intereſted in the cauſe do 
not fight their own battles, and from the number of the 
German troops they muſt probably be maſters of the opera- 
tions of the war. I cannot conclude without a word to the 
commiſſion mentioned in the Gazette: what. paſſes the great 
ſeal can, I ſuppoſe, be no ſecret : but though I do not know 
the contents, I do not conceive what powers can be given the 
commiſſion without ſome previous aſſiſtance from Parlia- 
ment, that can be material, Will the great ſeal, in face of 
Parliament, give up any of that authority Parliament has 
been ſo anxious to aſſert ? Yet without this, peace cannot be 
made; or does it merely contain a power of pardoning ſuch 
as may ſue for and be deemed deſerving of mercy ? Pardon, 
my Lords, was never ſued for by thoſe who, convinced their 
- cauſe was juſt, fluſhed with ſucceſs, conqueſt attending on 
their arms, with troops more numerous than thoſe that are 
to oppoſe them, have, in the common courſe of human pro- 
| bability, hope of continued victory. I will add no more, 
oy but that if this unnatural war is long thus ably and . 
n nately 
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nately carried on, it is not from Britain America muſt ſeek 
for pardon, but Britain muſt from America aik forgiveneſs 
of the wild ravage her unreaſonable claims have made. What 


] have ſaid to you, my Lords, can ariſe from no private 
view, but mercly from a ſenſe of public duty ; I with to Tee 
this empire not diſmembered ; I wiſh to ſee our Sovereign's 
diadem blaze with every glory which firſt encircled his royal 
head. His Grace moved, * That an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to 


order 2 proper officers to lay beſore this Houſe, copies of 
P 


all diſpatches received from General Howe and Admiral 
Shuldham, fince the firſt day of March laſt.“ 


Earl of S. The true grounds and cauſes of the pre- Earl of 
ſent conteſt with America, have been ſo frequently and ſo Sell. 


fully diſcuſſed, that I thall not trouble your Lordſhips to 
follow the noble Duke through the wide circuit he has taken 
this day: your Lordſhips have ag determined ſo often 
in favour of the juſtice and neceſſity o 

ſent war againſt our rebellious ſubjects in that country, that 
there can be little occaſion to enter at preſent into any re- 
view or freſh diſcuſſion of ſo trite a ſubject: it is not there- 
fore, my Lords, to controvert matters that have been already 
decided, that I riſe, but to give a direct negative to the pre- 
ſent motion, becauſe I am of opinion that it cannot be ſafely 
complied with, conſiſtently with the intereſts of this country 
and the ſucceſs of our future operations. The letters de- 
fired, my Lords, are not merely contined to the profeſſed 
objects of the preſent motion; they contain matters of great 


importance, as well in relation to paſt tranſactions as to plans 


meant to be carried into execution; theſe again are ſo blended 
and connected with the account of the evacuation of Boſton, 
that it would be 1mpoſſible to ſeparate one from the other, 
without laying before your Lordihips what would be ex- 
tremely improper for public inſpection at this ſeaſon, becauſe 
it might be the means of defeating thoſe meaſures which the 
general and admiral have determined to purſue. Nothing, 
do aſſure your Lordſhips, would give me greater ſatisfac- 
tion than to comply with the requiſition now made, if it 


could be done with prudence and ſafety; not to gratify a 


mere idle curioſity, but to ſhew your Lordſhips the abilities 
of the gentleman who commanded the troops, and to con- 
vince you that. all the reaſonings now ſo ſtrongly urged, 
have no manner of foundation to ſupport them. Were it 
proper to lay before your Lordſhips thoſe accounts, you 
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would not only be ſurprized how ably the whole affair was 
conducted, but you would have reaſon hkewiſe to have the 
moſt perfect confidence in operations ſo well planned, and 
ſo well directed. The noble Duke ſuppoſes the account in 
the Gazette, to contain actual miſrepreſentations, or a ſup- 
preſſion of facts; but I do aſſure his Grace he is entire miſ- 
taken: it is the buſineſs of that paper to ſtate facts, which I 
contend it has very faithfully, and that the general, as therein 
ſet forth, literally took the reſolution of quitting the town 
on the 7th, and actually evacuated it and embarked on board 
the fleet on the 17th, without any interruption from the re- 
bels; that he carried off his — military ſtores, all his 
baggage, and his very horſes; that he took ſuch of the inha- 
bitants as ſought his protection aboard, with all their moſt 


valuable effects, and that ſpecies too which might have been 


of the greateſt uſe to the rebels. The noble Duke ſuppoſes 
that this ſtep will break all our future operations during the 
preſent campaign; but I will inform his Grace, that it was 
never intended to begin the war in that quarter, ſince the 
great change which has happened in our aft Hrs there. While 
the ſpirit of rebellion was confined to the province of Maſ- 
ſachuſetts Bay, it could properly be the only ſeat of war, or 
coercion ; but fince the defection became more general, fo 


falſe an idea never prevailed ;. in proof of which, I do aſſure 


your Lordſhips, that the general, ſo early as the month of 
October, received inftruftions to quit * whenever he 
thought proper; in this light, therefore, the evacuating Boſ- 
ton can appear but a ſhifting of poſition, for the purpoſe of 


carrying into execution meaſures already concerted and 


agreed on; the firſt object of which is to ſecure Halifax 
againft any attack from the rebels, and whither the fleet and 
army are now deſtined. The noble Duke has dwelt greatly 
on the native proweſs and martial diſpoſition of the rebels. 
I am not very much inclined to throw out refle&ions upon 
bodies of men, or to ſuppoſe that any of the ſuhjects of this 
empire are deficient in courage; but farther than that gene- 
ral ſuppoſition, I confeſs I cannot diſcover any proofs of ſu- 
penor courage the rebels have diſplayed, 4. on this, or 
any former occaſion : they were — five times the 
number of the King's troops ; they enjoyed every advantage 


of ſituation ; and yet, for all that, permitted the troops 
to embaxk, and carry off every 33 Jdefirgd, without 
the leaft moleſtation; their great kn in che military 


art has ke wiſe been loudly trumpetedz but what has been 
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the fruit of it? The expertneſs of their engineers was ſuch, _- 
that they threw a bomb into the town which wounded fix 
perſons, two of whom are ſince dead. The noble Duke ſays, 
that the miſconduE of thoſe who negotiated the H 
treaty, was the reaſon that the Heffians have not failed from 
Spithead, I do aſſure your Lordſhips that the fact is en- 
tirely otherwiſe; for however willing the Heſſian general 
might be to wait for the arrival of the remainder of the 
troops which were to ſerve under his command in America, 
as ſoon as he received a meſſage from his Majeſty, to pro- 
ceed to the place of his deſtination, he inſtantly complied, 
without expreſſing the leaſt unwillingneſs or üflatisfaktion. 
The noble Duke ſays, there muſt have been a convention 
between general Howe and the rebel commander; which, I 
do aſſure his Grace, was by no means the caſe, no conven- 
tion, ſtipulation, conceſſion, or compromiſe whatever, hav- 
ing been made. The general thought proper to ſhift his 
poſition, in order, in the firſt inſtance, to protect Halifax, #4 
and after that object was ſecured, to penetrate by that way - = 
into the interior country, and purſue his future intended .- 
operations, when, inſtead of a diſpirited and enfeebled ſol- 
diery, I truſt your Lordſhips will be at once convinced, that 
the men will exert themſelves with the reſolution and ardour 
they have ever manifeſted in the purſuit of military glory, 
and that the general will exhibit the moſt full and ſatisfac- 
tory proofs, that his evacuating Boſton was the conſequence 

of a reſolution previouſly taken, on the wiſeſt and beſt con- 

\certed motives. | £ 
The Marquis of Rockingham. I was in the e when Marquis of 
the Gazette, containing the account now ſo warmly defend- Noctiagbam. 
ed, fell into my hands; and though I had no other infor- 

5 mation to direct me, I confeſs it ſtruck me as equally ridi- 

s.  culous and improbable, Is there one of your Lordſhips, 

though nothing elſe had tranſpired relative to the tranſac- 

is tion, can be perſuaded to believe, that the Provincial gene- 

:- Oral would have ever permitted the evacuation in the manner 

related, if there had not been an underſtanding between him 

rand the Britiſh commander in chief? But, my Lords, we 

ae are not left to grope our way in order to diſcover what really 

ze happened; conjecture alone, if exerciſed on ſuch circum- 

ps ſtances, would amount to proof poſitive; but there is no oc- 

ut caſion to rely upon conjecture or probabilities ; there are 

fl ſeveral letters from officers on the ſpot, which all ſubſtan- 

en tially contradift what your Lordſhips have heard this day: 
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thoſe letters may vary from each other in ſome particulars, 
but they all uniformly agree in one thing, which the noble 
Earl in office ſeems to be totally ignorant of; that is, that 
the troops were compelled, by the operations of the enemy, 
to take the reſolution of quitting the town ; and that they 
were afterwards permitted to quit it unmoleſted by agrec- 
ment: if there was no other proof but one, that alone would 
be deciſive to determine my judgment; the one I mean is, 
that the general nd admiral only waited for a wind to watt 
them to the place of their deſtination when the account came 
away. Why not deftroy the town in purtuance of the ge- 
ion, when they thought proper to ſhift their 
poſition? Or if compelled to abandon it, why not raze it to 
the foundations, by way of retaliation? If there was no 


convention, no treaty or agreement, how will they anſwer to 


government this diſobedience of orders? But, my Lords, 
there are numerous accounts in town, ſome of which I have 
ſeen myſelf, from gentlemen of no lets veracity than either 
the general or admiral. The account they give is {ſhortly 
this : That on the morning of the {econd of March, the gar- 
riſon diſcovered that a battery had been raiſed. on Dorchet- 
ter-Heights the preceding evening, which commanded the 
greateſt part of the town; that the next day the 3d | the 
Prodidoral continued to fire on the town, and annoyed the 
garriſon and inhabitants extremely ; that the fituation of the 
troops now became extremely critical, as the fleet could give 
them no effectual aſſiſtance ; that a council of war was held 
the ſame day, in which it was reſolved to attack the Heights 
of Dorcheſter, in order to diſlodge the enemy, it being uni- 
verſally agreed that the town was no longer tenable, unleſs 
that ſervice was effected; that accordingly the proper diſpo- 
ſitions were made to carry on the attack the next morning, 
but that the general had been pre veuted by a very great ſtorm 
which aroſe; that on the next day | the 5th | the ſelect-men 
went out to general Waſhington, to treat with him, and 
that after ſome meſſages had paſſed on both ſides, it was 
agreed on the 7th that the King's troops ſhould evacuate 
the town, in the manner which afterwards took effect; 
and that accordingly the troops and ſuch of the inhabitants 
as choſe their protection, embarked on the 17th. If thoſe 
accounts are true, of which I have' very little doubt, 
your Lordſhips will perceive, though poflibly there might 
have been no formal convention, or capitulation ſigned, 
which I underſtood was avoided by the generals 3 
3 * | | ides 
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ſides, for particular reaſons, that in whatever manner the bu- 
ſineſs might have been negotiated, it had every ſubſtantial 
requiſite of a treaty or compromiſe, as much as if it had 
been ever ſo ſolemnly authenticated or ſubſcribed. The 
troops were permitted to evacuate the town without inter- 
ruption, becauſe they engaged on the other hand not to burn 
or deſtroy it, either previous to their departure, or after they 
got aboard their ſhips. The noble Earl tells you, that the 
| troops have proceeded to Halifax. I ſhould be glad to know 
what certainty he has that they can proceed there: I pre- 
ſume the noble Lord is not ignorant how very difficult it is 
; to navigate thoſe ſeas, in that very tempeſtuous ſeaſon of the 
) year, juſt at the time of the equinox, when a conſtant north- 
> WW weſterly wind ſets in. I ſhould have imagined that no man 
in his ſenſes, fo incumbered with military ſtores, cannon, 
paſſengers, troops, &c. would think of ſuch a meaſure, wath- 
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© cout he was drove to it by neceſſity; nor can I be perſuaded, 
r that the admiral would have ever conſented to ſo raſh an act, 
upon mere motives of forwarding the future operations pf 


| the campaign. Only conſider a minute, my Lords, and yo 

- E muſt tremble for the fate of both the army and navy: con- 
e ſider how many thouſand perſons are aboard this fleet, and 
e | think what a dreadful circumſtance it muſt be, to have them 
e forced to ſea in ſuch a climate, and ſuch a ſeaſon. I confeſs 
e I tremble for their fate, and ſhould not be ſurprized to hear 
'c by the firſt account received from that quarter, that the 

d were either blown away to the Weſt Indies, or had all pe- 
ts riſhed on the dreary coaſts of America. Suppoſing then, 


chat we had no account of the true motives which obliged 
is the general to evacuate Boſton, charity would induce us to 
>- | believe, that he would never riſque the lives, nay the very 


7, event of the preſent campaign, perhaps of every future one, 
m upon ſo ſenſeleſs, hazardous, and wanton a project. But, 
n my Lords, if the Gazette account bears every mark of abſur- 
id dity and improbability, the article which next follows it, no 
as leſs deſerves to be treated with contempt. It informs you, 
te | that a commiſſion is granted to Lord Howe and General 
t; Howe, to offer pardons and reſtore peace: that is, after the 
ts ſpeech announced that commiſſioners would be ſent out to 
ſe treat with America, for the purpoſes alluded to, ſeven months 
t, are nearly elapſed, the winter and ſpring are ſuffered to paſs 
ht over, before you hear a ſyllable of the matter; and then, juſt 
d, at the entrance of the campaign, after the nation has been 
th put to the expence of ſo many millions, the firſt ſtep towards 
87 | | | | Peace 
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and conciliation is taken. But this, my Londs, is 
merely to amuſe and deceive, and done purely with a view 
to perſuade the nation, that peace is in coatemplation, in 
order to counterbalance the diſgrace the Britiſh arms have 
ſuffered. I am glad to hear of peace at all events, though 
when I firſt read the Gazette of Saturday, I muſt fairly own 
I could hardly forbear laughing at the whole account, taken 
together. Another thing ſtruck me in the appointment of 
the commiſfioners. No man bas a higher opinion of the 
bravery and military and naval 1kill of thoſe gentlemen than 
J have; but I confeſs I am yet to learn, if there be any ſe- 
rious intention in government to conciliate matters with 
America, the propriety of ſelecting them for the execution 
of fo arduous and weighty an undertaking. I ſhould have 
imagined, that a fitter choice might have been made; or that 
others, more converſant in negotiation, would have been 
very properly added. On the whole, my Lords, I think the 
Gazette does not contain information ſufficient to direct you 
in your future proceedings. I am ſatisfied that the troops 
evacuated the town by compulſion, not choice; and conſe- 
ently, that the preſent motion is abſolutely neceſſary, and 
as ſuch I ſhall be for giving it my hearty concurrence. 
The Earl of Effingham. My Lords, that Boſton was not 
evacuted from the motives ſo ſtrongly urged by the noble Earl 
in office, I truſt your Lordſhips are already perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied of. I ſpeak with great diffidence on military matters in 
the preſence of ſuch of your Lordſhips, as from your long 


experience are enabled to be ſo much better judges ; but as 


nothing has been offered on that part of the ſubje&, your 
Lordſhips will, I hope, permit me to ſtate my reaſons why | 
think it was totally impracticable for the troops to remain 
any longer at Bofton with ſafety, or to quit it without burn- 


ing the town, or ſuffering the total loſs of their rear guard, 


The battery opened on Dorcheſter heights, ſupported by that 
long ſince raiſed on Phipps's farm, commanded the greateſt 
part of the town, and upwards of two-thirds of the beach, 


from which the army was to embark. . On the other hand, 


the batteries on Noddle's Ifland, rendered the ſtate of the 


fleet ſo very uneaſy, that it was impoſſible for either the army 
or navy to remain any longer in their former fituation with- 
out being compelled to diſlodge the enemy. This was what 
the Provincials wanted; becauſe, ſhould the attack miſcarry 
on the part of the royal army, its deſtruction would be inc- 
vitable, while all the Provincials riſqued was the loſs - a 
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few men, and returning to their former ſtations, The ge- 
neral was perfectly apprized of this; and accordingly, after 
taking the ſenſe of a council of war, determined to attack 
the heights of Dorcheſter. Your Lordſhips have been in- 
formed that a ſtorm prevented him, and I believe it was very 
fortunate it did, for in all probability it would have termi- 
nated in the deſtruction of the whole army. This inten- 
tion being thus abandoned, there remained but the alterna- 
tive of entering into a convention, no matter whether by 
writing or parole, or of ſetting fire to the town, and under 
the interruption ſuch a conflagration muſt have occaſioned, 
eſcaping aboard the ſhips and tranſports lying in the har= * 
bour. Even in this event the {laughter muſt have been great, | 
and the whole rear guard, as I obſerved before, muſt have 
been ſacrificed to the preſervation of the reſt of the army, 
and probably the body poſted at Bunker's-Hill would have 
been made priſoners. This was the alteraative left to Ge- 
neral Howe, and fortunately he embraced that part of it 
which was the means of ſaving the town and the troops un- 
der his command. Any perſon in the leaſt converſant in 
d IF military matters, and who has ſeen the plan of Boſton and 
its environs, will immediately perceive, that if ſome treaty 
ot had not taken place, this or ſomething fimilar to it would 
rl have been the conſequence. To endeavour, therefore, to 
i- © miſlead your Lordſhips with any idea that the army came 
in off unmoleſted in triumph, is too groſs even to call for de- 
ag tection. To make one obſervation more: will the noble 
as Earl pretend to ſay, that it was from motives of tenderneſs 
ur that Boſton was not burnt, or that it was impracticable to 
Ido it without loſs ? His Lordſhip will hardly ſeriouſly affirm 
un MW the former to be the caſe; and if he ſhould inſiſt on the lat- 
n- ter, I will inform his Lordſhip, that nothing on earth could 
d. be more eaſily effected; for if the army had nothing to fear 
at from the Provincials in the event of an open deliberate em- 
eſt W barkation, they would ſtill have leſs to fear by ſetting the 
ch, town on fire, for they might have filled the houſes with 
id, MW combuſtibles, ſo as totally to have blown up and deftroyed 
he it. But, my Lords, ſuppoſing that the Gazette repreſented 
ny matters as they really happened; ſuppoſe that the troops 
h- embarked in the face of the enemy, without compromiſe, 
nat and without interruption, will any noble Lord in office rife 
ry i and ſay, that he believes general Howe is ſafely arrived at 
ne- Halifax? Is it not much more probable that the fleet is 
a blown to Antigua, is ſeparated and diſperſed by ſtorms, or 
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is now toſſing about in the Atlantic ocean? If even the 
troops ſhould have an expeditious and favourable voyage to 
Halifax, how will they draw proviſions from a country far 
from being fertile, _ at preſent much exhauſted from the 
frequent ſupplies ſent to Boſton ? or allowing them to be 
ſafely landed, and plentifully provided with all the neceſſa- 
ries of life, how will they be able to maintain their ground 

inſt a ſuperior force? Poſhbly Halifax will be in the 


poſſeſſion of the Provincials before they reach it; but grant- 


Ear! of 
Sbelbur Hes 


ing it ſhould not, it is well known that Halifax has no re- 
wen defences; that it is only ſurrounded by a ditch, 

ngthened by palliſadoes; and that the buildings are all 
compoſed of wood ; fo that taking the matter in any light, 
the meaſure is full of danger; for either the ſuperior force 
of the Provincials may eafily force the works, or if they 
chuſe to act more cautiouſly, they may with little trouble, 
and leſs riſque, reduce the wooden buildings to aſhes. Thoſe, 
my Lords, are no more than ſo many ſuppoſitions, far from 
being ſupported by any grounds of probability; for I doubt 
that the troops will ever reach Halifax ; and I am well per- 
ſuaded if they do, that, as at Boſton, adminiſtration will he 
obliged to ſupply them with proviſions from Leadenhal}- 
market. 

The Lord Wycombe | Earl of Shelburne]. My ſentiments 
reſpecting the preſent unnatural war carr Ta on againſt 
America, are already ſufficiently known. I have all along 
looked upon it to be cruel, unjuſt, inexpedient, and oppreſ- 
five ; and I am confident, if obſtinately purſued, that it will 
end in the deſtruction of both countries. For the reaſons 
that have been already ſo ably ſtated by the noble Duke who 
made the motion, I came down this day to ſecond it. I 
think it highly neceſſary that your Lordſhips ſhould be fully 
informed, otherwiſe how 1s it poſſible you can be enabled 
to give your advice to your Sovereign ? If I even entertained 
a better opinion than I do of the abilities of thoſe in power, 


I ſhould ſtill think that they do not poſſeſs all the wiſdom of 


the nation. Your Lordſhips are the conſtitutional great 
council. It is your duty and your province, as the here- 
ditary counſellors of the Crown, to conſult together, to de- 
liberate and adviſe, How is it poſſible that you can dif- 
charge this important truſt without proper information, and 
a previous knowledge of the facts on which you are to de- 
termine? The noble Earl ſays, the plan of future opera- 


tions 1s ſo blended and mixed with the mere detail of the eva- 
cuation 
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cuation and embarkation of the troops, that it is impoſſible 
to give one without diſcloſing the other. This, my Lords, 
is a new language to me, either as an official man or a mem- 
ber of this Houſe. I know, when I had the honour to ſerve 
his Majeſty, I looked upon it as an eſſential part of my du- 
ty, and was prompted by inclination, to give every poſſible 
information to your Lordſhips whenever you called for it. 
] was always proud of an opportunity of gratifying the 
Houſe in this reſpect, becauſe I looked upon it to be the beſt 
teſt of the purity of my intentions, how much ſoever it 
might tend to impeach my judgment. This I know was 


the uniform language of miniſters during the late reign ; 


and I remember too their condu& exactly correſponded with 


their profeſſions, I recollect a particular inſtance of it re- 
ſpecting Abercromby's defeat in the height of the late war, 
when Lord Chatham cauſed every particular of that melan- 
choly event to be anounced in the Gazette, in the very terms 
he had received it. He did not confine himſelf to the mere 
fact, that an attack had been made, and that it proved un- 
ſucceſsful; no, my Lords, he committed himielf to the pub- 
lie. He did not look upon himſelf reiponntle for victory; 


he laid the whole detail open to the in{pe:on of the nation 


at large, and by ſo doing he enſured that confidence which 
a contrary conduct would have certainly deprived him of. 
t has been reſerved, my Lords, for the preient miniſters to 
either withold all information, or ſuppreſs every thing that 
does not anſwer their immediate purpoſes. They refuſe to 
tell you any thing; or if they do, they will only tell it you 
in their own. The Gazette ſays, that General Howe em- 
barked without the leaſt interruption. Granted: but does 
it ſay or aſſign any reaſon why the troops were not moleſt- 
ed? No, it is entirely filent on that head. But ſuppoſe that 
the fact was really as it 1s repreſented ; that the troops were 
not moleſted, nor that there was no convention or treaty 
whatever : I think I could account for it, on motives very 
different from thoſe affigned by the noble Earl in office. 
His Lordſhip afferts, that it was owing to the great abilities 
and military ſkill of the commander in chief. No man en- 
tertains a higher opinion of both than I do; but I think 
it may be eafily accounted for, without attributing it either 
entirely to that, or to any backwardneſs in the Provincials. 
remember a very great man who died fighting in the cauſe 
of America [Dr. Warren] in one of his publications, ad- 
nſes his countrymen to a defenſive war. May we not then 
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well ſuppoſe, if the matter cannot otherwiſe be accounted 
for, that General Waſhington, acting on the ſame principle 
might wiſh that the royal army ſhould depart from Boſton 
without any further conſequences ? If it has eyacuated Boſ- 
ton in the manner publiſhed by authority, and without any 


convention or ſtipulation, the conduct of the Provincials can 


only be accounted for on the principle I have now men- 
tioned, that of acting on the defenſive. But, my Lords, I 
can hardly perſuade myſelf that this was the caſe, I am ra- 


ther inclined to believe, that the troops were permitted to 


embark without moleſtation, in return for ſaving the town. 
Yet, my Lords, allowing all the Gazette has told you to be 
literally true, what a melancholy picture does it hold out ? 
It is indeed, my Lords, of a piece with all the reſt. It 
is like ſending Sir Peter Parker at a ſeaſon of the year in 
which it was a hundred to one that he ever reached the place 
of his deſtination. The event has proved the folly and ig- 
norance of thoſe who planned this deſperate expedition. 
Firſt, that gentleman received orders to proceed. He was 
then countermanded, and again deſired to adhere to his firſt 
inſtructions, He at length ſailed, and the firſt account that 
we have received of the expedition is, that his fleet was diſ- 
perſed in a ſtorm; and that the commander, and the ſhat- 
tered remains of his ſquadron, have taken ſhelter in Anti- 
gua, Such, my Lords, has been the unhappy fate of an ar- 
mament, on which ſuch great expectations were formed; and 
ſuch, I fear, will be the fate of the meaſure your Lordſhips 
have heard this day ſo highly extolled. This country, al- 
ready burdened much beyond its abilities, is now on the eve 
of groaning under new taxes, for the purpoſe of carrying on 
this cruel and deſtructive war. Two arguments, both plau- 
fible, but both equally ill-founded, were made uſe of by the 
miniſter in the other Houſe, on the principle and mode of 
taxing. It was faid, the kingdom was in a moſt flouriſhing 
Kate, therefore was able to bear additional taxes. It was 
urged, ſince taxes were to be levied, they ought to be laid on 


the luxuries of life. On the firſt head, I ſhall ever con- 


tinue to think the very reverſe, while the arguments of a late 
writer | Doctor Price] remain uncontradicted; nor ſhall 1 
ever be perſuaded that ſtage-coaches, deeds, or news-papers, 
come within the deſcription of luxury, however confidently 
aſſerted. The definition of luxury I have been always 
taught to be ſimply this, the growth of foreign countries, 
articles alone of foreign amportation ; not the produce of this 
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kingdom, or the effects of national induſtry. I do venture 
to aſſert, that the event will prove, that this country is al- 
ready taxed to its full extent, and that every new tax you 
you can deviſe, will interfere with ſome other, and only vary 
the mode of collecting the taxes, not increaſe the receipt. I 
muſt confeſs, it is perfectly new to me to be told, that deeds, 
leaſes, and indentures, are different ſpecies of luxury; if 
they are, I know of no tranſaction whatever that may not 
be brought within the, ſame deſcription. I believe the con- 
trary requires no proof. A perſon in the law, whoſe buſi- 
neſs is far from being extenfive, has aſſured me, that this tax 


will be very ſeverely felt, and that it will make a difference 


of thirty pounds a year even to him. The noble Earl who 


has this day entertained your Lordſhips* ſo ably tells you, 
that General Howe has only ſifted his pofition 5; that he is 
gone to the relief of Halifax, which is in a defenceleſs ſtate, 
Why was that place, from which ſuch wonders are to be 
achieved, left in a defenceleſs ſtate ? or why truſt its ſecu- 
rity to the precarious relief of ſuccours ſent thither at ſo 
dangerous and boiſterous a ſeaſon of the year? Even allow- 
ing the noble Earl's facts and arguments to be exactly as he 
has ſtated them, I am yet to learn the propriety of the 
phraſe ** ſhifting a poſition.” From the little of military 
operations I have been acquainted with, I never underſtood 
an actual abandonment of an enterprizc to be ſhifting a po- 
fition, On the whole, my Lords, as I look upon the war 
itſelf to be cruel, unjuſt, oppreſſive, and vindictive, ſo I look 
upon the conduct of it hitherto to be contrary to every rule 
of ſound policy, prudence, and common ſenſe. I think it is 
full time therefore that your Lordſhips and the public ſhould 
be made acquainted with the true ſtate of our affairs in Ame- 
rica ; for which reaſon, as the firſt ſtep towards it, I heartily 
concur in the motion made by the noble Duke. 


The Earl of Syf/k. The noble Earl [Effingham] has earl of SE. 
expreſſed his aſtoniſhment, that no diſpatches have been. felt. 


ſent to General Howe for tome months ; and the only proof 
he has brought in favour of this aſſertion is no more, than that 
no diſpatches have reached him ; and that he was at the time 
of the evacuation of Boſton totally ignorant of every thing 
which paſſed in Europe, ſince the meeting of Parliament. 
The noble Earl has likewiſe ſtated his fears for the army and 
fleet, under the command of General Howe and Admiral 
Shuldham, on account,of the dangers of the ſea, and un- 
certainty of the winds and waves. Now as in one inſtance 
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his Lordihip has laid fuch great ſtreſs on the difficulties to 


be encountered on the watery clement, might not the noble 
Lord, by a parity of reaſon and ſimilarity of concluſion, have 
been led' to ſuppoſe, that diſpatches had been ſent to General 
H we, though none of them had reached bim, previous to 
the date of this laſt Jetted? I obſerve too, that the noble Earl 
and the noble Duke who chade the motion, have infiſted much 
on the diſg race of quitti Boſton, and repreſented it as pro- 
ductive of the molt fatal conſequences. This, I confeſs, ap- 
pears to me a little extraordinary, that the noble Lords ſhould 
fo ſuddenly change their ſentiments. While we retained 
poiicTion of that town, it was diſgraceful to have a Britiſh 
army coopro up in it, It was called the grave of the Britiſh 
ſolqiery. It was repreſented as an inſignificant ſpot, of no 
conſequence, in which we were waſting our blood and trea- 
ſure to no purpoſe ; but now, all of a ſudden, the evacuation 
of it is magnified into an actual loſs, and that loſs again re- 
preſented no leſs diſgraceful to our arms, than deſtructive to 
the ſucceſs of our affairs in that country. 

La Viſcount 7/eymourh. I ſhould pot have troubled your 
Lordſhips upon the ſubject of this day's debate, were it not 
to prevent the noble Lords who have ſupported the preſent 
motion, from imputing the ſilence of adminiſtration to ſul- 
lenneſs, or any want of attention. It is purely to obviate 
ſuch an ill- founded imputation, that I riſe to declare in a few 
words my reaſons for giving a negative to a motion, which 
may be the means of laying any information before your 
Lordſhips, not fit for public inſpection. I am ſure the let- 
ters now defired would certainly come within that deſcrip- 
tion, becauſe they contain a plan of the general's intended ope- 
rations. The account in the Gazette, is, I think, fully ſuffi- 
cient. It tells you, that the general formed the reſolution of 
quitting Boſton, It tells you, that he effected it without the loſs 


of a man; and that he brought off all his baggage, artillery, 


ammunition, ſtores, &c. Ihe noble Earl has informed your 
Lordſhips very truly, that it has, for ſeveral months, been de- 
termined to alter the plan of operations, as the ſtate of affairs 
in that country have made ſuch an alteration neceſſary. The 
general has accordingly evacuated Boſton, not becauſe it was 
not tenable, but becauſe the ſervice required his preſence elſe- 
where. To explain his reaſons therefore, for embarking 
aboard the fleet in order to proceed to Halifax, would be in 
fact diſeloſing what it is the! intereſt of this country molt ear- 
neſtly to prevent. It would be diſcloſing no leſs than the 
whole plan of his future operations. Before J fit down, I 

cannot 
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cannot avoid obſerving, that the noble Duke and another no- 
ble Lord who ſpoke on the ſame ſide, have given the ſtrongeſt 
teſtimony in favour of the military capacity of the general, 
and the bravery and ſpirit of the troops. The noble Duke 
ſays, that the embarkation was effected with the cool indif- 
ference which attends the removal of a regiment in England 
from one place of country quarters to another, The other 
noble Lord, who was bred to the military profeſſion, [ Lord 
Effingham] has expreſſed his wonder and aſtoniſhment, how 
it was poſſible ſor the general to bring off his troops without 
great loſs and flaughter on both fides, I ſhall ſay no more, 
my Lords, but to repeat, that I think the account in the Ga- 
z&te contains a true ſtate of the tranſaction ; that a fuller 
could not be given, without revealing matter which we ſhould 
wiſh to conceal from the enemy; and that for this laſt rea- 


ſon alone I ſhall be againſt complying with the preſent mo- 


tion. 


Lord Ravenſworth. I am very unwilling to treſpaſs on Lord Ra- 
your Lordſhips' time at this late hour of the day; but I can- %*/wrcbo 


not help rifing to expreſs my aſtoniſhment, at the language 
held by the ſervants of the crown on the preſent occaſion. 
Though I heartily diſapprove of the war, becauſe I look up- 
on it to be founded in injuſtice, as depriving the people of 
America of both their liberty and property, as long as your 
Lord ſhips continue to approve of it, nothing ſhould be omitted 
on the part of adminiſtration to render it ſucceſsful; and [ 
allow there is nothing they ſhould more cautiouſly avoid, than 
giving any information which might tend to obſtruct or de- 
feat the execution of their meaſures, It is for this reaſon, 


that, I think the noble Duke's motion much too general and. 


extenſive ; and if his Grace will permit me, 1 will propoſe an 
amendment, to confine the information now defired merely 
to the evacuation of Boſton, and the meaſures preparatory to it. 
[Here his Loidſhip, to ſhew that the uniform uſage of office 
during the late reign, was to lay the whole diſpatch nakedly 
before the public as it was received, produced ſeveral London 
Gazettes, and read their dates, containing an account of the 
battles of Haſtenbeck and Fontenoy, Braddock's defeat, and 
the ſlaughter of the Britiſh troops at St, Cas.] In this Jaſt in- 
itance q recollect, the great man who then directed our public 
affairs was ſo careful to inform the nation of that fatal diſa- 
ſter, though he received the account late at night, in bed, he 
inſtantly roſe, and ordered it to be copied and ſent to the prin- 
ter of the Gazette the ſame night, giving particular directions 
that a Gazette extraordinary ſhould be publiſhed. This was 

. the 
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the conduct of lord Chatham, and of every preceding mi- 
niſter, ſince ever I can recolle& any thing of public.affairs, 
Whatever motives adminiſtration may have for ſuppreſſing 
the detail now called for, I cannot conjecture. I know it 
bears the moſt unfavourable appearance, Lam reſolved, how- 
ever, to put them to the teſt, by amending the motion, in 
ſuch a manner as will not leave it in their power to refuſe, 
without tacitly confeſſing that they wiſh to conceal what 
2 Lordſhips and the public have an indubitable right to 
e acquainted with. After the motion, as it now ſtands, I 
ſhall therefore move the following amendment, “ fo far as do 
not relate to the intended operations of the preſent campaign.“ 
The Earl of Suf7/4. I muſt be againſt the amended mo- 
tion, for the ſame reaſons I urged againſt complying with it 
in its original ſtate, The narrative felative to the evacua- 


| tion of Boſton is ſo blended and mixed with the concerted 


plan of operations, that it is impoſſible to ſeparate them, ſo as 
to give the information deſired, without at the ſame time diſ- 
clofing circumſtances not proper for the public. 

The queſtion was then ſuddenly put, on which an alter- 
cation aroſe between the Lord Chancellor and the Duke of 
Bolton ; the latter inſiſting, that the queſtion ought to have 
been put ſeparately on the motion and the amendment ; and 

he former contending, that as the noble Duke conſented to 
he amendment, both now made but one queſtion. 

The Duke of Bolton. Since the beginning of the preſent 
unhappy diſpute with America, I avoided to take any decided 
part on either ſide, I am far from approving of the cauſe of 
the war, much leſs of the manner in which it has been con- 
ducted ; yet I have remained filent to this day, and have ne- 
ver voted once but in favour of the reſtraining bill, which I 
thought a very proper meaſure at the time, I cannot ſay that 
I approve entirely of the motion, either in its original or 
amended ſtate, It was at fiſt much too general; nor does 
it at preſent come up entirely to my ideas; for I would have 
it ſpecifically confined to the evacuation of Boſton, as there 
may be ſeveral matters and tranſactions that happened from 
the iſt to the 17th of March, beſides the mere evacuation, 
not proper to be divulged. I think, if the motion had been 


ſimply confined to that object, adminiſtration could not, with 


any colour of decency or propriety, have refuſed to ſatisfy the 


public. It would have been a ground of juſt ſuſpicion if they: 
had. I cannot but lament the conduct of our naval affairs, 
ſo far as they reſpect America, particularly when your Lord- 
ſhips reflect, that the very mortar which drove the King's 

| troops 
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troops out of Boſton, was permitted to fall into the hands of 
the Provincials through inattention and neglect. I do not ſee 
the noble Lord [Lord Townſhend] who preſides at the board 
of ordnance, this day in his place ; but I am informed, that if 
he had complied with the application made to him, this impor- 
tant loſs would have never happened. I think the name of the 
tranſport was the Nancy, or the Peggy, the maſter of whom, as 
ſoon as he learned that this mortar was to be put aboard him, 


immediately waited on the maſter general of the ordnance, 


[the noble Lord before alluded to] and acquainted him with 
the defenceleſs ſtate of his veſſel; adding, that if attacked 
only by an armed boat, he muſt ſubmit; to which the noble 
Lord returned no other anſwer, but referred him generally 
to the ſecretary of ſtate. This, among many others of a ſi- 
milar nature, is the fulleſt proof how little attention was paid 
to this ſervice, I will not pretend to impute the fault to any 
particular perſon ; but it is matter of melancholy conſidera- 
tion, that through negligence or incapacity, more than one 
half of the implements of war ſent to that country ſhould be 
ſuffered to fall in the hands of the enemy; and what is ſtill 
worſe, that they ſhould be employed in the expulſion of the 
very troops for whoſe uſe they were intended, 


The Earl of Sandwich, I entirely agree with the noble Earl of 
Sandwich. 


Earl, and noble Viſcount, who have ſtated their reaſons, ſhew- 
ing the impropriety of complying with the preſent motion. 
I ſhould not have roſe, however, were it not to explain and 
anſwer a fact or two, urged by a noble Lord on the other fide 
[Lord Shelburne] and the noble Duke who ſpoke laſt. The 
noble Lord ſays, that contradictory orders were ſent to Sir 
Peter Parker ; that he was delayed by thoſe orders ; that he 
was ſent out at an improper ſeaſon; and that his fleet was 


blown away to the Weſt-Indies, I dg aſſure the noble Lord, 


that he is totally miſinformed, as to ſome of his aſſertions. 
Sir Peter Parker received no contradictory orders, nor any or- 
ders but thoſe under which he failed. I had no hand in ad- 
viſing that expedition; nor am | at all anſwerable for the 
event. I am convinced it was wiſely and ably planned; but 
I am likewiſe convinced, that it will never anſwer the expec- 


| tations firſt formed on it. As to the matter alluded to by the 


noble Duke, relative to the mortar which has fallen into the 
hands of the rebels, I have nothing to charge myſelf with. 
The tranſport, aboard which it was ſhipped, failed under 
convoy. She parted company, and again fell under convoy; 
and ſo a third time, till at length ſhe was blown on the coaſt 


of America, where the was made a prize of by the rebels, 
| | T heſe 
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To-& are accidents againſt which no human foreſight can 
provide; and which | am perſuaded the noble Duke is fully 
ſatisfled, it is impoſſible to prevent. 5 8 

The Duke of Beitan. The noble Earl has certainly miſ- 
underſtood me. I never meant to ey that the tranſport and 
mortar had been loſt for want of a convoy, becauſe I know 
the contrary. I ſpoke of a fact. which cannot be contradicted, 
I ſpoke of the application made to the noble Lord, and the 
neglect of not attending to it, I ſay, that if the tranſport had 
been armed, that very mortar, which drove the King's troops 
out of Boſton, would have been employed for, not again/? 
them. So it wou!d have been in the caſe of the artillery, 
ammunition, &c. I remember well, that the tranſports during 
the late war were armed; and I appeal to the noble Earl, 
though the naval force ſerving on the American ſtation is in a 
proportion of nearly three to one to what it was laſt year, that 
not contented with this increaſed protection there, as well as 
convoys from hence, whether his Lordſhip has not taken care 
likewiſe that no tranſports are permitted to fail to America, 
until they are nrſt put in a ſtate of defence againſt the Ame- 
rican cruizerss This the noble Earl has gained by experi- 
ence ; happy for both countries, perhaps, if this method had 
been adopted earlier, | 


The Houſe divided : contents 27, non-contents 64. Ad- 


journed to the 1 3th. | 
| May 13. 

The Earl of Zfingham. I he motion I am now going to 
ſubmit to your Lordſhips, is the ſame I offered to your con- 
ſideration on Friday laſt, but which I then thought proper to. 
withdraw, as ſeveral of your Lordſhips retired as ſoon as the 
debate was over. I'would wiſh to be perfectly underſtpod, 
that I by no means intend to point this motion at any parti- 
cular perſon ; on the contrary, there is nothing | ſhall be fo 
ſolicitous to avoid, as even the appearanoe of ſuch a proce- 
dure. I think proper to inform your Lordſhips, before I pro- 
ceed any further, that on agcount of the variety of objects 
which this motion will embrace, the number of papers that 
will be requiſite for a full inveſtigation of the ſubject, and 
the ſeſſion of Parliament being now haſtening to a concluſion, 
that it is not my intention to proceed farther in his buſineſs, 
than barely to procure the materials this ſeſſion, in order that 
your Lordſhips may have the proper information to enable 


you to enter into the enquiry early in the next. 


Moſt of your Lordſhips are already acquainted with the 
purport of my intended motion: and I ſhould reſt here con- 
tended myſelf, with ſaying no more on the ſubject, if I did 
| g 3 not 
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not think I was in ſome meaſure called upon, to affign the 
motives which induced me to take the active part I have done 
in this affair, I do aſſure you, and I truſt your Lordſhips 
will believe me, that I ſhould never have taken up your time 
if the object of the preſent enquiry was of a light or trivial 
conſideration. If it had been a petty malverſation in office, 
any neglect or inattention to duty, any blunder or miſtake 
ariſing from hurry and ignorance ; had it been) a little over- 
ſight in office, or even an extenſion of their powers for the 
purpoſe of letting officers and others have any of the little 
comforts of life, over and above what might be ſtrictly called 


ſtores and proviſions, your Lordſhips would never have heard 


a ſyllable of it from me. But, my Lords, when not only the 
act in queſtion has been evaded, miſinterpreted, and violated 
in the moſt groſs and flagrant manner ; but that the law ſeems 
to have been enacted, ſolely with a view to give miniſters an 
opportunity of breaking it, in order to transfer the trade of 
America from its wonted channels, from the reſpectable mer- 
chants of the city of London, and veſt it in the hands of a 
few obſcure mean perſons ; I hope, in the diſcharge of my 
duty, as a member of this Houſe, and the duty I owe the 
public, to watch over the rights of every individual and claſs 
of men which compoſe the great community, that [I ſhall 
ſtand excuſed in your Lordſhips' judgment. I look upon 
myſelf ſtill more ſtrongly juſtified on this ground, when I can 
add from good information, that if this illicit commerce had 
not been timely diſcovered, and early checked, the trade of 
Great Britain would have been turned into as complete a mo- 
nopoly, as that carried on by the Eaſt- India Company, or 
any other Company; and that the exports in that way would 
amount to a value little ſhort of what they were previous to 
the paſſing of the act, when the trade was open and unre- 
ſtrained. ma. 5 1 
Ido not wiſh to anticipate the information your Lordſhips 
will receive in the courſe of the enquiry ; but as general aſ- 
ſertions, however reſpectable, can paſs for no more than aſſer- 
tions, I hope your Lordſhips will permit me to ſtate a few facts, 
in order to convince you that there are full and ſufficient 
grounds for the preſent enquiry. The bill for prohibiting all 
the trade and commerce from this country with North Ame- 
rica, your Lordſhips muſt remember, contained a clauſe to 
permit the exportation of ſtores and proviſions for the uſe of 


the troops ſerving at Boſton, and likewiſe an exception in fa- 


vour of the provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and a ge- 
neral liberty wherever the troops might be ſtationed in the 


Oo courſe 
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courſe df the future operations of the war. This, in my 


opinion, my Lords, was a very proper and neceſſary clauſe; 


and if this clauſe had only been for the granting reaſonable 
indulgencies to the army, [ do not think the matter would be 
worthy of your Lordſhipo' ſerious attention; but when this 
indulgence was turned into a ſtate engine to ruin the fair tra- 
der ; when under the covert of this clauſe, the trade to Ame- 


rica was turned into a monopoly ; when the very perſons who 


were the framers of the act inſerted the clauſe with a view to 


defeat the profeſſed objects of the act itfelf, it is impoſſible but 
your Lordſhips muſt be deſirous to ſift this matter to the bot- 
tom, and remain aſtoniſhed at ſo daring a violation of the lw. 
It is to convince your Lordſhips that I do not ſpeak without 
ſufficient authority, that I 2 the clerk may read the li- 
cences granted to two veſſels, with the ſchedules of the car- 
goes annexed, [ Here the clerk read the ſchedules, by which 
it appeared, that linens, woollens, cutlery, mercery, milli- 
nery, haberdaſhery, groceries, and a variety of other articles 
not at all coming within the deſcription of ſtores or proviſions, 
had been permitted to be exported under the authority of thoſe 
licences.) I ſhall not expatiate, my Lords, on the matter 
which has now come out in evidence before you, becauſe 
there is one more which I ſhall move to have read, that will 
ſill enereaſe your aſtoniſhment ; and when your Lordſhips un- 
derſtand who were the perſons ſelected by adminiſtration, your 
Lordſhips will be no leſs ſurpriſed. One of them is a Mr. An- 


thony Merry, a man totally unknown in this branch of trade; 


a man, I dare venture to ſay, who never was in poſſeſſion of 
the hundreth part of the value of one of the cargoes he was 
ſo fortunate to procure a licence to export. But, my Lords, 
this man is not confined to the exportation of haberdaſhery 
and millinery goods ; it was faid in the other Houſe that he 


had exceeded his powers, by buying any thing except ſtores 


and proviſions with the treaſury letter; it is neceſlary to ob- 
ſerve that it is very extraordinary he ſhould ſtill be employed 


by government after ſuch an abuſe. He is likewiſe a contrac- 
tor; for when his preſence was lately required in the Houſe 


of Commons, to give evidence touching this very buſineſs, it 
came out in proof, whether it was ſo er not I will not pretend 


to ſay, that he was down at Milford Haven, contracting for 


oxen for the uſe of the army and the navy. Another circum- 
tance relative to this Mr. A. Merry I ſhould have mentioned 
to your Lordſhips, becauſe it points out the conſequence of the 


man, the light he was held in as a trader, and the favour that 
was ſhewn him by people in power, It is, that when he 


2 | went 
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went about among the tradeſmen and manufaQurers to ſue 


for credit, he produced a letter from the ſecretary of the rea- 


ſury, defiring that he might have goods on credit to the 
amount of 2000!. "The other perſon employed in this buſi- 
neſs was a Mr. Chriſtie, a Virginian, ſon, if I do not miſ- 
take, to Col. Chriſtie, who acts as ſecond major- general in 
Canada. This gentleman, ſtill, if poſſible, leſs known than 
Mr. A. Merry, becauſe, as I am informed, he never before 
made an entry for America, is the other favoured perſon, who 
was ſelected to carry this jobbing ſcheme into execution. Here 
his Lordſhip deſired that the licence granted to the Jameſon 
and Peggy, * with the ſchedule annexed, might be read, and 
a letter to the commiſſioners of Cuſtoms of February the 7th, 
ſigned G. Germaine, and the new licence granted on the 1oth 
of April, in lieu of a former one granted, in March, but af- 
terwards recalled as being too general. ] By this letter, my 
Lords, you will perceive that his Majeſty's name ſeems to have 
been unwarrantably made uſe of. You will likewiſe ſee, that 
the effect of calling in the firſt licence, though worded in more 
ſpecific terms, was authorifing Mr. Merry to export goods to 
the amount of ſeveral thouſand pounds more than was permit- 
ted by the firſt licence ; and your Lordſhips will perceive, that 
the manner Mr. Merry executed the contract for his Ma- 


jeſty, was providing for him, inſtead of ftores and proviſions, 


1 ſtores of blankets, nails, ſheeting, gauze, pins, needles, 


1 2 * 
m.. : 


* The caſe of this ſhip is an inſtance of the method made uſe of 
to cover the manœuvre. Her firit licence is granted on March 6th 
for a cargo to Boſton, the Whole amounting to 16600l. of all which 
only 7gol. was in ſtrict conformity to the act; the remaining 
15850). was partly in ſome indulgencies, as wine, tea, ſugar, &c. 
but much the greateſt part is by no means tobe included in the 
meaning of either fores or proviſions. Between the 15th of March 
and the 2d of April, her licence is ſtopped, as being too gene- 
ral; on the ioth of April a new licence is granted, the words of 
which begin with, Whereas by his Majeſty's pleaſure, ſignified to 
us by Lord George Germaine, of/rhe 7th of February laſt, the 
ſhip Jameſon and Peggy is taken into his Majeſty's ſervice ; we do 
therefore, &c,” Then follows a ſchedule of her cargo, exactly 
word for word like the former one of the 6th of March, with the 
addition at the end of fix articles, to the amount of 10,000]. all 
contrary to the act; ſo that ſhe had new goods to the value of 
26,6001. of which only 7 gol, were properly fores or proviſions with= 
in the meaning of the act. 

6 cloths, 


ilk, teas, Oſnaburgs, Ruſſia duck, blonds, linen and woollen | 
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eloths, and in ſhort, every thing that had been formerly ex- 
orted from this country to America. I am much obliged to 
your Lordſhips for your kind indulgence. I thought it ne- 
ceſſary to ſay thus much, leſt you might imagine that I had 
taken up this matter upon common report. To convince you 
that | have not, have juſt ſubmitted this Night ſketch of the 
tranſaction on which this motion is grounded. It is now evi- 
dently too late to take up ſuch a buſineſs, or proceed on the 
enquiry. 'I he preparing the proper documents would require 
five or ſix days, and from the great variety of matter they 
muſt contain, and the number of witneſſes that muſt neceſſa- 
rily be examined, 1 ſhould rather wiſh that the papers called 
for were laid before the Houſe before your Lordſhips were pro- 
rogued, and that the whole may be taken into conſideration 
early in the next ſeſſions. His Lordſhip moved for laying be- 
fore the Houſe, an account of all licences granted by the 
boards of Treaſury and Admiralty for the exportation of pro- 
viſions and ſtores to North America ſince the prohibitory act. 
The Earl of Denbigh. My Lords, if I thought there was 
the leaſt foundation for the preſent motion, there is not one 
of your Lordſhips would be more eager to go into the propoſed 
enquiry than myſelf ; but the matter having already under- 
gone the moſt minute examination in the other Houſe, and it 
having appeared that there was not the leaſt foundation for 


the general report fpread concerning this buſineſs, I would be 


much better pleaſed that the noble Ear] would defer the mo- 
tion, as well as he had propoſed to defer the enquiry, till the 
next ſeſſion ; and I will tell you, my Lords, my reaſon. This 
motion, however ill founded, certainly contains fome degree 
of cenſure on thoſe who are fuppoſed to have been concerned 
In it ; the conſequence pit. will be, that the papers be- 
ing moved for, and the matter lying over till the next ſeſ- 
ſions, it will get out in the world that the licences in queſtion 
have been granted on improper: and corrupt motives. I ſhould 
therefore think it much more fair and parliamentary, as the 
matter, according to the noble Lord's own account, cannot 
be examined into before the Parliameiſt riſes, to poſtpone the 
motion till it ſhall be accompanied or followed immediately 
by the enquiry. For my part, by what I can learn, I ſee no 
ſolid foundation for treating this matter in a ſerious light. It 
ſeems to carry ſomething with it peeviſh and malignant, which 
I ſhall be always ſolicitous, whenever it comes in my way, to 
diſcourage. Not that I ſuppoſe the noble Earl who has moved 
for the papers, was actuated by any ſuch motives. On the 
contrary, [am perſuaded that his Lordihip has been miſin- 

1 i formed; 
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formed; and on that miſinformation, has been led to in- 
tereſt himſelf in a buſineſs, which, if he was fully maſter of, 
J am inclined to think he would never have engaged in. I 
am convinced, from what has already come to my know- 
ledge, that inſtead of cenſure, the granting the licences will 
do adminiſtration the higheſt honour; nor will it do them 
lets honour, that immediately on their learning that an im- 
9 uſe had been made of them, they called them in. 
eſides, my Lords, what does the complaint amounts to? 
That a few articles, not directly coming within the deſcrip- 
tion of ſtores and proviſions, were permitted to be exported. 
There was, my Lords, ſome pins and needles, and three hun- 
dred weight of Scotch ſnuff ſent out; and there was a con- 
fiderable quantity of tea. We will not ſuppoſe that ſome 
of theſe articles were ſent out for the uſe of the ſoldiery; 
but would your Lordſhips think it worth while to go into a 
ſolemn enquiry, about matters of ſuch trifling conſideration? 
or. would you wiſh to paſs a tacit, much lets a direct cenſure, 
on thoſe who granted the licences, though on a more minute 
examination, they would be found deſerving of thanks. I 
would not, however, be underſtood to have the leaſt inclina- 
tion to put a ſtop to the enquiry. Nothing can be further 
from my intentions. If there was the leaſt foundation for 
the charge, none of your Lordſhips would be more defirous 
to come at the truth, and puniſh the offenders. On the 
other hand, as I am perſuaded that there is nothing. which 
has been done in the affair ſufficient to lay any juſt ground 
for the motion now made, I think it incumbent on thoſe who 
are pointed at to do every thing which may tend to juſtify 
themſelves, and prove their own innocence. The only rea- 
ſon which induced me to riſe, was, to ſuggeſt to the noble 
Lord who made the motion, that there was nothing appeared 
on the examination in the other Houſe that was worthy of 
your Lordſhips' attention; and even though there ſhould, 
that it would be much more proper to defer the preſent mo- 
tion till accompanied with the propoſed enquiry. 
The Earl of Sandwich. Though I had no direct hand in Earl of 
granting the licences which are made the ſubject of the pre- Sandwich. 
{ent motion, I look upon myſelf in ſome meature called uron 
to inform your Lordſhips what . I know of the matter, as 
they were iſſued from the board at which I have the honour 
to preſide. Your Lordſhips will permit me, however, be- 
fore I ſpeak to the queſtion, to ſay a word or two as to the 
propriety of making it at this time, juſt at the eve of the 
| | | too FO riſing 
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riſing of Parliament, as well as the mode in which the noble 


Earl has thought fit to introduce it. The noble Earl has 
told you, that the ſhortneſs of the time, conſidering the great 
maſs of matter to be enquired into, and the necetlary delay 
the preparing the papers would take up, will not permit 
vour Lordſhips to enter into the enquiry this ſeffion. Now, 
my Lords, ſince this was the cafe, I ſhould imagine it would 
have been acting with greater fairneſs and much more pro- 
priety, if the noble Earl had deferred the motion, as well as 
the enquiry, till next ſeſſion; and J will tell your Lordſhips 
the reaſon: here a motion is made juſt before a prorogation, 
the charge it contains is, that an act of Parliament of the firſt 
and moſt general importance is broke through by the con- 
nivance, if not under the direct orders of adminiſtration; that 
the motives which led to it, were to eſtabliſh a monopoly to 
the detriment of the fair trader; and for the purpole of car- 
rying into execution the moſt corrupt and infamous ſpecies 
of jobbing. By the motion now made, it will get out into 
the world, that there muſt be at leaſt ſome foundation for 
this charge: the injury is in part compleated; the charge is 
made, and adminiſtration muſt ſuffer under it, and be depre- 
ciated in the eyes of the public, till they have an opportu- 
nity, perhaps at the end of ſeveral months, of manifeſting 
their innocence. It is therefore on this ground, my Lords, 
that J think it would have been much more fair and parlia- 
mentary, for the noble Earl to deſiſt from making his 
motion till thoſe involved in the accuſation had an imme 
diate opportunity of making their defence. The other part 
of the noble Earl's conduct is, I think, much more excep- 
tionable; not contented with ſtating the charge, which is 
fully contained in the terms of his motion, his Lord- 
ſhip has entered into a kind of proof of the ſeveral 

parts of it: this ſurely is prejudicing your Lordſhips ; is 
miſleading the public. His Lordſhip has arraigned the con- 
duct of adminiſtration, without hearing them, and has en- 
deavoured to preclude the objects of enquiry by a pre- 
judgment as unfair as unprecedented. Thus, my . the 
charge is made ſeveral months before it can be examined; 
and, what is ſtill more extraordinary, the facts are endea- 


voured to be ſubſtantiated, without a poſſibility of being 


able to ſet the tranſaction in its true light. I know this pro- 
cedure not to be at all conſiſtent with the noble Earl's uſual 
candour, which would have been much better exerted if he 


had deferred the motion till it could have been accompanied 
0 . with 
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'with the enquiry ; or having made it, that he had refrained 
from entering 1nto the merits, till the nature and foundation 
of the charge had been firſt fully examined. 

My Lords, the licences under which the ſeveral articles 
enumerated in the {ſchedule now read, were granted indifcri- 
minately to all who applied for them, without any preference 
or partiality whatever; and as indiſcriminately called in, 
when it was diſcovered than an improper uſe had been made 
of them; and the veſſels loaded under their authority, ſtop- 

ed from proceeding on their reſpective voyages, and their 
cargoes ordered to be relanded. If any thing improper, 
therefore, was done, adminiſtration ſtand clear of the leaſt 
imputation; for as ſoon as they found that any abuſe had 
been committed, they immediately put a ftop to it. The 
firſt ſhip that failed was the charity ſhip, deſigned for the 
relief of wounded and maimed 1oldiers, their wives and fa- 
milies ; and the widows and children of thoſe brave men who 
fell in the ſervice of their country. I am confident there is 


not one of your Lordihips who would object to ſo humane 


and beneficent a plan; nor do I believe there is a perſon 
within or without theſe walls, would condemn or arraign 
adminiſtration, though the clauſe had been ſtretched beyond 


its literal import, in order to relieve objects every way ſo 


well worthy of public compaſſion and relief. The next, I 
believe, was a ſtoreſhip, actually taken up in his Majeſty's 
ſervice, if I do not miſtake; and the third, on which your 
Lordſhips have heard ſuch great ftreſs laid this day, was 
freighted with ſuch articles, as was believed might be wanted 
for the uſe of the officers, their wives, and the inhabitants. 
This, my Lords, was the idea adminiſtration proceeded on. 
They never imagined they were tranſgreſſing the act, by 
granting ſo proper an indulgence, under ſuch circumſtances. 


Nor would they ever have thought of making any enquiry, 


if ſuch large entries had not been made, and to many licences 
applied for. It was not the quality of the goods and mer- 
chandizes that firſt induced adminiſtration to recall the li- 
cences ; it was the great quantities, and the repeated appli- 
cations for more licences, that firſt created the alarm. The 
noble Earl has laid great ſtreſs on the exception in the act 
of Parliament, reſpecting ftores and proviſions; for my 
part, if the indulgence had not been abuſed in the manner 
now explained, I ſhould differ very widely on the intended 
and obvious meaning of thoſe words, I take proviſions to 
be any thing, talen in at the mouth, for the ſuſtenance and 


comfort 
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comfort of the body; ſuch as eatables, liquors, and drugs of 
all kinds. I take ſtores, in the liberal and true ſenſe, to 
mean cloathing of every ſort and denomination, I do there- 
fore repeat again, that if no more goods or merchandizes had 
been exported, or attempted to be exported, than what would 
have anſwered the conſumption of the garriſon of Boſton, 
and the inhabitants thereof, I think the licences granted 
would have been juſthable in every reſpect. Beſides, if we 
examine the words, they contain a very looſe and indefinite 
meaning, and I doubt much, whether any ſpecies of mer- 
chandize you could mention, might not be ineluded in them, 
The whole clauſe taken together is ambiguous, and appa- 
rently wants that preciſion neceſſary to render it eafily un- 
derſtood. N | 
248 whatever unfairneſs and want of candour there 
may be in preſſing the motion at this ſeaſon, and prejudging 
the merits, in order to injure thoſe againſt whom it is di- 
rected, I would be much better pleated, that the motion 
mould be complied with, than an opinion thould prevail 


without doors, that admiſtration had the leaſt wiſh to ſtifle 


the enquiry. For my own part, I am the more eager, be- 
cauſe the licences were granted by a board, of which Jam a 
member. I have, I do aſſure your Lordſhips, no reaſon to 
dread the enquiry. I am prepared to meet the ſtorm, when- 


ever it ſhall ariſe, I can ſolemnly declare, that I have no 


particular knowledge of the perſons who obtained the li- 
cences. I am fatisfied they were equally unconnected with 


the other members of adminiftration, who, I have not a 
doubt, knew no more of them than myſelf. If there was a 


job, it was a job of individuals, who abuſed the indulgence 
intended by the clauſe, and employed it to their own parti- 
- cular purpoſes. I repeat once more, that the licences were 
indiſcriminately granted, and indiſcriminately called in; and 
to convince your Lordſhips that this is the true ſtate of the 
matter, though I heartily diſapprove of the manner this bu- 
- fineſs has been brought forward, I beg that the noble Earl, 
and every other Lord who chuſes it, may be gratified with 
an inſpection of the papers, and every other document 
which may teud to ſet the whole in its true light, than which 
there is nothing I more ſincerely and earneſtly deſire. 


The Earl of Efingbam. The noble Earl who ſpoke laſt 
- but one | Eafl of Denbigh } has ſaid, that the treatment the 
ſame motion met with in the Houfe of Commons proved, 
that it was there thought to be futile, I think there were 
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two reaſons for the committee of that Houſe coming to no 


reſolution. One was, their thinking the motion futile; and 
the other was, a majority chuſing to ſuppreſs it. Your 
Lordthips may think them equally probable, but from cir- 
cumftances which I know, I am inclined to attribute their 
filence to the latter motive. I differ very widely from the 
noble Earl, in thinking the objects of the preſent motion of 
no conſequence. I look upon them to be of very ſingu- 
lar importance; nor can I ever be perſuaded that admini- 
ſtration could have been ſo far mitled as to undeſignedly 
grant ſo dangerous a monopoly to a ſet of obſcure perſons, 


by mere chance, inattention, or accident; or to à ſet of 


mean, obſcure perſons, with whom they were totally unac- 
guainted and unconnec led. | 


The noble Earl who ſpoke laſt [Lord Sandwich] has ſup- 


| poſed, that the preſent motion was made purely to arraign the 


conduct of adminiftration, and has accompanied this aſſertion 
with proofs drawn from the manner in which it has been 
brought forward. He has gone a ſtep farther ; he has ſup- 
poſed that I wanted to miſlead your Lordſhips, by ſubſtan- 
tiating the charges before they were proved. I do aſſure 
you, my Lords, that nothing could be further from m 

intentions. When I made the motion, I thought it a duty 

owed your Lordſhips to explain the grounds and motives on 
which'it was moved. I believe ſach a conduct is always 
uſual on ſimilar occaſions. I truſt, therefore, I ſhall ſtand 
clear in your Lordſhips' judgment, from any imputation of 


unfairneſs, or any defire to miſlead or prejudice thoſe who 


are ſuppoſed to have had any hand in this buſineſs, I ima- 


gined my conduct would have received a very different in- 


terpretation ; for were Lto have given way to my own ſen- 
timents on the occaſion, I think I could have laid open ſuch 
a ſcene of iniquitous jobbing, as would have aſtoniſhed your 
Lordſhips to the laſt degree. The noble Earl has ſaid, the 
motion and the enquiry ſhould have gone together. I am 
ſure, if it be the ſenſe of the Houle, I ſhall chearfully ac- 
quieſce in it. I can have no with to preſs the matter my- 
ſelf. I have ſubmitted it to your Lordſhips, and you will 
do with it as, ou think proper. I have ſtated the motion. 
| have opened the objects of it ſhortly. I am indifferent as 
to the event of it, becauſe I am perſuaded that now the 
Houſe is in poſſeſſion of it, they will diſpoſe of it as it 
deſerves. 5 oh a . 
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The noble Earl has faid, that the clauſe is ſo worded, it 


is difficult to underſtand it. I did not expect to hear ſuch 


an apology from that ſide of the. Houſe, becauſe it was in 
the other Houſe a clauſe was offered to prevent the mono- 


poly by Mr. Burke, who foretold what is now the conſe- 


quence. Some of your Lordſhips objected to the clauſe 


here, becauſe it was thought to be obſcure ; but the anſwer 


on the part of adminiſtration was, How is it poſfible that 


any thing can be plainer ? all kind of merchandizes for the 


purpoſes of trade are to be prohibited. Stores and provi- 
fions for the uſe of the army cannot be miſtaken ; it is abſurd 


to ſuppoſe, that the words can import, or be conſtrued to 


extend to, any thing but ſtores and proviſions.” But, my 
Lords, it 1s plain that the clauſe was worded as it ſtands 
purely with a view to evade it ; at leaſt the event has ſhewn, 
that I would not incur the imputation of a willingneſs to 
arraign the conduct of adminiſtration, if I now contended 
that 1t bore every appearance of ſuch an intention. Never- 
theleſs, as I then differed with the noble Earl about the 
terms in which the clauſe was worded, I am now equally 
ready to differ with him on the true conſtruction. The no- 
ble Earl ſays, it was not the quality of the goods exported 
by the authority of the licences that alarmed adminiſtration, 
but the quantities. Here again I differ from his Lordſhip; 
for it is the quality of the goods that particularly calls for 
E Lordſhips* animadverfion. The noble Earl has ſaid, 


he never doubted the quality of the goods being within the 


act of Parliament, but the quantity had cauſed him to ſtop 
the licences; - What ſtruck me at firſt, was the improper 
quality of the goods, ng before the quantity had amounted 
to any thing alarming. If the quality of the goods was not 
what conſtituted the breach of the act of Parliament, the 
quantity could never have been brought into queſtion ; if it 
was legal to grant the licences, and to export under ſuch li- 
cences, I cannot perceive upon what ground of law or equity 
any perſons could take upon themſelves to ſay, it is true 


the law allows you to export any kind of goods in any quan- 


tities you pleaſe, the law is defective. The framers of it 
only meant to permit the exportation of merchandizes to 
ſuch an amount, we will therefore ſupply that defect by li- 


miting the quantities to what the law intended, but has not 
expreſſed. | 


"The noble Ear! has defended the licences on another 
ground, which he preſuines to come within the literal and 
2 = obvious 
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obvious meaning of the clauſe, that is, fo far as adminiſtra- 
tion were concerned. His Lordſhip ſays, that proviſions 
mean all eatables, and ftores every thing that a ſoldier or an 


officer can have occaſion for. I differ with him in both his 


definitions. I contend that there have been many things 
ſent out under the denomination of proviſions, for which his 
Majeſty never was, nor ever could be ſuppoſed to be a-con- 
tractor. In this claſs, I take it the immenſe quantity of tea 
may be ranked, as well as ſeveral other articles which may 
be deemed mere luxuries, not at all calculated for the ſuſte- 


nance of an _ Under the denomination of ſtores, the 


breach of the act is ſtill more palpable and groſs. Are the 
millinery, mercery, and haberdaſhery goods ſent out, to be deemed 
proper ſtores for an army? For my part, from all I could ever 
learn from reading and experience, I never knew nor heard of 


any ſpecies of ſtorgs calculated for the uſe of an army but mi- 


litary flores. Military ſtores expreſs all the wants of an ar- 
my, as artillery, and ordnance ſtores, which are cannon, powder, 


ball, working-tools, waggons, &c; proviſions, as meat, drink, 


corn and hay, rum, or other ſpirits, &c; camp neceſſaries, as 
tents, kettles, &c. Their clothing is ſent by certain perſons, 
and carried by the regiments themſelves, all but a trifling 


quantity for the officers. They are ſent from henee by con- 
tractors, or are provided by commiſſaries, and the private 


men put under ſtoppages for the repayment; but even al- 
lowing that caps, ribbons, gauze, ſilk, woollen cloths, and 
blonds, may be conſtrued to be ſtores within the proviſion 
of the clauſe, will the noble Earl rife and ſeriouſly tell me, 
that the immenſe quantities of Ruſſia duck, ſent out under 
thoſe licences, were intended for the army; or that the nails, 
blankets, ſheets, &c. which are all ſupplied in another man- 
ner, and through different channels, were provided for the 
ſame purpoſe ? 1 dare ſay his Lordſhip will not; he knows 
better. He needs only conſult the commiſſaries of the ar- 
my, and if he ſhould ftill retain any doubts, they will ſoon 
fatisfy him of the contrary, I am confident there was 
more- duck exported under thoſe licences than would make 
breeches for an army of Dutchmen ten times more numerous 
than that ſtationed at Boſton, though every man wore ten 
pair. On the whole, my Lords, though I think the preſent 
motion extremely important, and the propoſed enquiry 
equally neceſſary, the mode and time entirely depend on 
your Lordſhips judgment, All I have to add is, that I 
"wy | Pp 2 think 


 fiderable ; but I would deſire his Lordſhip to recollect, that 
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think the whole tranſaction bears the ſtrongeſt appearance 


of a total perverſion of the act, for the .purpoſe of carrying 
into execution a ſyſtem of the moſt iniquitous and corrupt 


jobbing; and that whenever your Lordſhips ſhall think pro- 


per to enter into the enquiry, you will find it well worthy 
your moſt ſerious conſideration. 


Lord Effingham anſwered to Lord Sandwich's charge of 


_ unfairneſs ; that he thought to have obtained credit for great 


candour with his Lordſhip, as he had omitted purpoſely to 
ſay any thing of the ſhip City of London, which had failed, 
under licence, before theſe illegal practices had been com- 
plained of to government; and had confined himſelf to ſuch 
as had been permitted to ſail, notwithſtanding. 

The Lord Lyttelton. Nothing that I have heard this day 
has induced me to change the opinion I formed on being 


| preſent on Thurſday night in the other Houſe. Every proof 


of any conſequence now moved for was laid before that 
Houſe, and fully inveſtigated. Several witneſſes 'were ex- 
amined, and a variety of arguments raiſed on the nature of 
the evidence, But either the witneſs was trifling in itſelf, 
or in any inſtance where the act was departed from, it evi- 
dently appeared that adminiftration were impoſed on, and 
that the jobs, ſuch as they were, were the jobs of a few un- 
connected individuals, neither connected with each other 
nor adminiſtration. The miniſter ſat out the whole night. 


He anſwered every plauſible objection that was ſtarted. He 


examined cloſely ſuch of the perſons as ſeemed to come into 


the buſineſs with alacrity, on purpoſe to give it a conſe- 


quence it did not deſerve; and on the fulleſt and moſt im- 
partial inveſtigation, after ſitting on the enquiry till five 
o'clock in the morning, the Houſe diſmiſſed the matter, as 
equally nugatory, unneceſſary, and ill founded. 


The noble Earl has repreſented the exportation under the | 


licences as immenſe. I preſume the noble Earls informa- 
tion to be ſuch as he has repreſented it, I know his Lord- 


| ſhip's candour too well to ſuppoſe that he would wiſh to 


miſrepreſent or exaggerate ; but the fact is totally otherwiſe; 
for out of the nine licences that were granted three only ſail- 
ed, one of which was the hoſpital-ſhip, that was allowed to 
haye failed ſtrictly in conformity to the act, and the cargoes 
of the other fix were relanded. The noble Earl has repre- 
ſented the quantities of goods exported as being very con- 
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entries outwards are always very inaccurately made; that 
the entry is generally one-third more than the goods ſhip- 
ped ; and the reaſon is obvious, becauſe when the merchant 
makes. his entry, he always takes a precaution to do it in 
ſach a manner as to reſerve to himſelf the power of ſhipping 
more goods, ſhould an opportunity ſerve. On the whole, 


" Lords, from what has come to my own knowledge of 
w 


at paſſed when I was preſent in the Houſe of Commons; 


when I reflect on the effect of the enquiry there; when your 


Lordſhips muſt be ſatisfied that it was only the job of a few 


intereſted individuals, and that adminiſtration, as ſoon as 


they diſcovered they were impoſed on, immediately recalled 
the licences; when all thoſe circumſtances are maturely 
weighed, and properly conſidered, I am not only inclined to 
think, but I. am firmly perſuaded, that you will be of opi- 
nion, the preſent motion is totally unneceſſary, particularly 


as it may be ſuppſed to convey ſome degree of undeſerved 
cenſure. 


293 


The Duke of Manche/ter. I hold 2 place in the cuſtoms, Duke of 
which I derive from my anceſtors; it is true the office is Manebeſer. 


executed by a deputy, but nevertheleſs, I am not 2 
unmindful that it is my duty to ſee it faithfully executed. 
Some time fince, one of the perſons whom I employ in this 
ſervice, applied to me to know, in what manner he ſhould 
act. He ſaid, that licences had been granted for the expor- 
tation of goods to America; that he underſtood there was 
an act paſled fome weeks before, for prohibiting all trade 
and intercourſe with that country.; that he accordingly pro- 
cured the act, and on peruſing it, was of opinion that the 
licences were not legal; that as the cockets were to paſs 
through his office, he did not know how to conduct himſelf. 
On this information ] deſired him to apply to the commiſ- 
foners of the cuſtoms, and take their directions. In a few 


days after he applied again to me, told me he had been with 
the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, but they confeſſed their 


ignorance of the matter, and told him, they were not ſuffi- 
ciently informed to be able to direct him. I mention this 
tranſaction, my Lords, only to point out to you the difficulty 
the very commiſhoners themſelves lay under, in e 
with the licences in queſtion; and, to ſhew that the condu 


of the admiralty board, the difficulties of complying with 
their requiſitions, the doubts that were ſtarted, and the ſe- 


veral eircumſtances of ſuperſeding the clauſe for permitting 
the exportation of ſtores and proviſions, were matters of 
ti en ; doubt 
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doubt'and confideration, long before they came to be men- 
tioned, or agitated in either Houſe of Parliament. Your 
Lordſhips will excuſe me, if I trouble you with a word or 
two, on ſomething which has fallen in the courſe of the pre- 
ſent debate. I mean what has been urged by the noble Lord 
who ſpoke laſt, to induce you to, ſtop ſhort in the preſent 
enquiry, becauſe the matter has been already confidered and 
diſmiſſed in the other Houſe. I think it extremely diſorderl 
to mention any thing which has happened 1n the other Houſe 
in a debate in this, particularly, when it is mentioned with 
an intention of influencing your opinion, or determinations. 
But, my Lords, I was preſent at what paſſed in the other 
Houſe, as well as the noble Lord; and his Lordſhip will 
permit me to ſay, that the matter was not fully inveſtigated 
there. Several of the witneſſes were out of the way, or 
kept out of the way. This Mr. Anthony Merry in parti- 
cular was not to be found. The papers called for were not 
ready, or were purpoſely held back; and even after all, im- 

rfe& as the information was, the enquiry was not diſ- 
miſſed, after being fully heard. The gentlemen who ſet it 
on foot, for the reaſons now mentioned, were deſirous to 
poſtpone it for a few days, in order to gain ſufficient in- 
formation to proceed on; but when they moved the queſ- 
tion of adjournment, they were out-voted; and at length, 
juſt as a witneſs was called, the miniſter moved the previous 
queſtion, or which was the ſame thing, the diſſolution of the 
committee, by moving that the chairman do now leave the 
chair; ſo that your Lordſhip will ſee, that the matter was 
nat inveſtigated, but /mothered in the other Houſe ; and that 
if the miniſter had a mind to have the matter fairly ſifted 
to the bottom, he would have conſented to the . 5 of 
adjournment, and not have ſuppreſſed all future enquiry in 
the firſt inſtance. I beg your Lordſhips' indulgence, I know 
by correcting diſorder, J have myſelf been diſorderly ; but I 
hope your Lordſhips are ſatisfied, that nothing could have 
prevailed on me to depart from the uniform uſage of Par- 
hament, but ſtating faithfully the proceedings of the other 
Houſe, which your Lordſhips permitted to be made a ground 
of debate in this. 


Marquis of The Marquis of Rockingham. I ſhould not have troubled 
Atizghan your Lordſhips on the preſent occaſion, if it had not been 


for ſomething which fell from the noble Lord, [Lord Lyt- 
telton] who mentioned his being preſent in the other Houſe, 
He ſays, the reſult of the enquiry there was, that it ap- 
0 peared 
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peared the licences granted were abuſed; that adminiſtra- 
tion, as ſoon as ever they were appriſed of it, recalled the 
licences ; and that the whole was proved, not to be a job 
countenanced by adminiſtration, but a mere job carried on 
by a few obſcure mean perſons, unconnected with, and un- 
known to adminiſtration. Now, my Lords, the fingle ob- 
ſervation I would make on this occaſion, is, that the noble 
Lord confeſſes it was a job; that it was proved it was a job; 
yet the perſon chiefly concerned, Mr. Anthony Merry, you 
will find was actually both connected with and countenanced 
by adminiſtration; for your Lordſhips will find it came out 
in proof, that this ſame Mr. Merry had a letter of credit to 
the amount of 3000. from Sir Grey Cooper, the ſecretary of 
the treaſury, 56 

The queſtion being put, the motion was agreed to. 


May 14, 15, 16, 17. 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 20th. 
| May 20. 
Private buſineſs. 
| May 21. | 
New Peers take their ſeats. * Bills paſſed by commiſſion. 
) | May 
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* Hon, Hume Campbell, commonly called Lord Polwarth ; 
Hon. James Stuart, commonly called Lord Mountſtewart ; Right 
Hon. George Onſlow; Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath ; 
Sir Jeffery Amherſt, Knight of the Bath; Sir Brownlow Cuſt, 
Bart. George Pitt, Nathaniel Ryder, and Thomas Foley, Eſqrs. 
The form of introduction, ſwearing, and faking their ſeats, was 
as follows : Notice being given, by the Gentleman Uſher of the 
Black Rod, that the new-created Peer was waiting to be ſworn ; 
the officers of the Houſe went out in the following order : The 
two Lords in their robes, who were to introduce the new Peer, 
Viz, the Lord Great Chamberlain [Duke of Ancaſter]; the De- 

aty Earl Marſhal of England [Earl of Scarborough]; Garter 
*. at Arms, and Black Rod. They accordingly received the 
new Lord in the lobby, and he entered the Houſe with a Lord on 
each ſide, and the three made three obeiſances, till they came up 
to the bar. They then proceeded into the Houſe at the right ſide 
of the bar, preceded by Black Rod, Garter, Earl Marſhal, and 
J Lord Great Chamberla; in when the new-created Lord came up to 
the table, he ſtood while the Clerk of the Crown was reading his 
patent of creation, the two Lords who introduced him likewiſe 
ſtanding the whole time. The patent being read, his Lordſhip then 
repaired 
3% 
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* May 22. | 
Private buſineſs. 2. 
IS 5 May a3. 3 
The King came to the Houſe, and put at end to the ſeſſion. 
[See his ſpeech at the end f the Commons Debates of this Seſſion. 
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List of the moſt material AC TS paſſed in 
- this Seſſion. . 


ACT for continuing the duties on malt, &c. 
—— Land-tax (4s.). | 

—— to prevent mutiny and deſertion. 

—.— to enable the King to call out the militia, and to 
ſummon the Parliament in caſe of rebellion in Great- 
Britain. ; 

——— to prohibit all trade and intercourſe with the colo- 
nies of New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts Bay, Rhode 
Iſland, Connecticut, New York, New Jerſey, Penſyl- 
vania, the three lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 

gia, during the continuance of the preſent rebellion 
within the ſaid colonies reſpectively; for repealing an 
act, made in the 14th year of the reign of his preſent 
Majeſty, to diſcontinue : the landing and diſcharging, 
lading or ſhipping, of goods, wares, and merchandize, 
at the town, and within the harbour,” of Boſton, in the 
province of Maſſachuſetts Bay; and alſo two acts, 
made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for reſtraining 
the trade and commerce of the colonies in the ſaid acts 
reſpectively mentioned; and to enable his Majeſty, or 
any perſon or perſons appointed and authorized by his 


repaired to the ſeat next the bar on the junior Baron's bench, paſ- 
fing between the woolſack and the table; and he and the Lords 
who introduced him making three obeiſances again to the throne, 


they all returned to the table, where, after ſaluting the Chancel- 


lor, they retired by the ſame way they came in to unrobe; and 
again returned into the Houſe and took their ſeats, The others 
were introduced in the ſame manner. Ne 

2 : : ' Majeſty, 


7 g 
LE : l 
8 3% ** 1 * 7 D 
” N ** * : 


A. 1116. D243. 


Majeſty, to grant 'pardons, and to iſſue proclamations, 


in the caſes, and for the purpoſes, therein mentioned. 
. regulating the marines on ſhore. 


-====-= to give a reward for diſcovering a north paſſage, for 


veſſels between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 


------- making perpetual the ITE of proviſions and 


cattle from Ireland. 
co prevent deer ſtealing. 


--=---- for laying additional duties on carriages, ſtamps, cards | 


and newſpapers. 


. for ex rting wheat to the Weſt-Indies, and biſcuit | 


and e to Newfoundland. 
a----- for inſolvent debtors; 
—.— for granting a __ upon the importation of Hes 
ſieed from Holland into Ireland. 

2 —— to change the puniſhment. of offenders from tranſ« 
portation to hard labour. | 

V»! to enable the King to raiſe one million: - 

for the encouragement of the whale-fiſhery. 

2 for applying a ſum out of the ſinking fund. 

=»-=== for allowing the drawback on muſlins and callicoes 
imported by the Eaſt India company. „ 
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